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The U.S. Department of the 
Interior’s (DOI) proposed rule on 
procedures for re-establishing 
a government-to-government 
relationship with the Native 
Hawaiian community protects 
the rights of beneficiaries under 
the Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Act, and is a very important 
proposal for the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands (DHHL), 
the beneficiaries we serve, and 
the native Hawaiian community. 

We highly encourage our 
Hawaiian Homes beneficiaries to 

remain engaged in this Federal 
rulemaking process and to submit 
their comments to the DOI by the 
December 30, 2015, deadline. 

Public comments will be 
accepted by:

• Email at part50@doi.gov
• Online at www.regulations.gov 

(docket no. DOI-2015-0005)
• Mail/hand delivery to the: 

Office of the Secretary 
Dept. of the Interior, Rm. 7228 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, DC 20240

Engage in DOI Rulemaking. Protect the Trust.
Please contact the DOI if 

you have any questions on the 
proposed DOI rule. Visit them at 
www.doi.gov/hawaiian. 

For  more information on 
DHHL’s position on the proposed 
DOI rule, visit dhhl.hawaii.gov/doi.

Hawaiian Home Lands
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION • DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

dhhl.hawaii.gov

‘Āina Ho‘opulapula, 
He Kuleana.
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Heading in the  
right direction PagE 10
By Francine Kananionapua Murray

The OHA Strategic Plan has been in motion for 
five years, and OHA has awarded over $34.2 
million in grants to improve health, education and 
participation in cultural activities.
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Clarifying the issues presented in  
the Proposed Federal rule PagE 4 

Federal Court rejects bid to stop  
Native Hawaiian election PagE 4 

‘āINa | LaNd & WatEr

UH associate Professor 
wins prestigious 
international award PagE 5
By Francine Kananionapua Murray

Kapua Sproat's innovative teaching style 
and her work on the Native Hawaiian Law – 

a Treatise receives world acclaim.

Homesteads celebrated  
90th anniversary PagE 4
By cheryl corBiell 

The community of Ho‘olehua-Pala‘au 
Hawaiian Homeland celebrated the 
anniversary of the second homelands 
settlement in Hawai‘i.
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Aloha mai kākou,

W
hen our trustees adopted our strategic plan in 2010, 
they expected progress in many key areas. They under-
stood that in many ways, Native Hawaiians lagged 
behind other groups in Hawai‘i. Obesity rates are 
higher, median income is lower and academic achieve-

ment is not quite up to par.
But we are making progress. Thanks to our many community part-

ners and others who are working tirelessly to improve the lives of 
Native Hawaiians, progress is being made. 

The December issue of Ka Wai Ola is typically the annual report issue. 
It’s the issue that lets us analyze our progress over the past year. 

This year, we are also bringing to you our progress report on the first 
five years of our strategic plan. 

Our goals are lofty, yet we are making progress. 
But our efforts stretch far beyond the measurable. Since 2010, we’ve 

spent tens of millions of dollars in community grants. The funding 
comes from our investments, our partners and the state of Hawai‘i. 
This is all money that is reinvested right here. It doesn’t go to some 
faceless corporation. It goes to our neighbors and friends who need a 
little extra help. 

We’ve helped boost businesses with our Mälama Loans. Many of 
these businesses have used our loans to expand and to create jobs.

In short, we help real people in many ways. 
Take Korena from Hawai‘i Island. As lava approached her home in 

Pähoa, she evacuated to Kaua‘i because of health concerns. She had been 
urged by OHA staff in Hilo to apply for our lava aid program that pro-
vided emergency funding for those displaced by the lava flow, but could 
not complete all of the paperwork before she was forced to evacuate.

She showed up on Kaua‘i but was homeless. Our staff quickly figured 
out she could qualify for the lava aid benefit, helped her complete 
the paperwork and then helped her with food and transportation on 
Kaua‘i. 

At OHA, our staff lives with traditional Hawaiian values. It isn’t 
something we preach as Ka Pouhana or managers; it is something 
that comes from the na‘au. Mahalo to Noalani on Kaua‘i and 
Kamuela on Hawai‘i Island, and all of our Outreach staff, for 
everything you do.

We will continue to strive to do what is right for our people 
and our lähui.

‘O au iho nö me ke aloha a me ka ‘oia‘i‘o,

Kamana‘opono M. crabbe, Ph.D.
Ka Pouhana/chief executive Officer

P R O g R E s s  A H E A d

‘ōlelo a ka luna Ho‘okele
MeSSAge frOM THe ceO

Kapua Sproat. - 
Courtesy photo

Photo: Cheryl Corbiell



by Ka Wai Ola staff

V
oting for delegates for a Native Hawaiian convention was 
held during November after a federal court has ruled a Native 
Hawaiian election to elect delegates to an ‘aha may proceed as 
planned. U.S. District Judge J. Michael Seabright refused to 
block the Na‘i Aupuni election, saying it’s a private election 

not subject to public election laws.
“I’m pleased that the Federal District Court affirmed our longstanding 

assertion that Native Hawaiians have a right to self-determination. Judge 
Seabright confirmed two key facts: First, the election being held by Na‘i 
Aupuni is a private election not subject to the limitations that the plaintiffs 
contended. Second, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs plays no role in deter-
mining the nature or outcome of the election,” said Robert Klein, Board 
Counsel for the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

“OHA is proud to have provided grant funding to Na‘i Aupuni so that 
Native Hawaiians can exercise their inherent right to self-determina-
tion,” said Kamana‘opono Crabbe, OHA’s Ka Pouhana and CEO.

“The federal court has confirmed that Native Hawaiians have the 
right to bring our voices together to be heard. It’s now up to us. This is 
our opportunity as a community to take on the kuleana—the rights and 
responsibilities—to improve our lives. Native Hawaiians have the chance 
to engage in Na‘i Aupuni’s process to ultimately create greater well-be-
ing for our people today and for generations to come,” added Crabbe. ¢

Federal Court rejects bid to 
stop Native Hawaiian election
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by cheryl corbiell

F
estive banners bearing the 
names of 34 Ho‘olehua-
Pala‘au Hawaiian Homeland 
families hung prominently 
from the ceiling at Lanikea 

Community Center, Ho‘olehua, 
Moloka‘i for the 90th Anniversary of 
the second homelands settlement in 
Hawai‘i. From Oct. 28 to 30, 2015, 
the Ho‘olehua Homestead Associa-
tion members and guests reminisced 
about the perseverance, hard labor, 
and resilient families of the original 
families during the nightly paina.

An anniversary display honored 
Prince Jonah Kühiö Kalaniana‘ole, 
the congressional delegate, who 
zealously led an initiative to pass 
the Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Act. In 1921, the initial 37 Hawaiian 
families were settled in Kalama‘ula, 
Molokaÿi. Then the homestead 
experiment was expanded in 1923 
when 34 families were awarded 
40-acre lots in Ho‘olehua-Pala‘au.

By 1934, Territorial Gov-
ernor Farrington praised 
the Ho‘olehua settlement 
in a Star-Bulletin article. 
“If Hoolehua is not a place 
where real human, spiritual 
and material values of great 
worth exist and are being 
renewed and further devel-
oped, I do not know where 
an American community can 
be found that will fill such 
a qualification. The critics 
may complain all they please 
and the doubtful ones may 
be dubious as they like, the 
fact remains that these people 
have prosperous homes, they 
are at work, they are learning to be 
more skilled in agriculture, they are 
interested, they are taking care of 
their children … They are growing in 
health, happiness and good citizen-
ship. If that is not a good investment 
I do not know what it is.”

The anniversary theme was 

“Huahua nä pulapula ‘äina” and was 
composed by Kilia Purdy-Avelino, a 
sixth generation descendent of origi-
nal homesteaders Harry and Emma 
Purdy. Purdy-Avelino said, “Huahua 
means productive and abundance. 
Pulapula means the sprouts or the 
descendents of the place, and ÿäina is 

the homestead, which trans-
lates to fruitful/productive are 
the descendants of this land, 
Ho‘olehua.” 

Purdy-Avelino explained 
the anniversary celebration 
was important to her family 
because her great-grand-
mother had the courage 
to start a new life. Purdy-
Avelino discovered a letter 
from her great grandmother 
to people who thought 
she was making a mistake 
moving to Ho‘olehua. Emma 
Purdy wrote, “I’m happy on 
this land and I see the truth in 
everything that was said, that 

this land is truly a blessing. It is a land 
of milk and honey.” Purdy-Avelino 
said, “ My great-grandmother’s spirit 
is inspirational and reminds me we 
need to appreciate our lands.”

Edwin Kawaa, moved with his 
parents to Ho‘olehua in 1929. 
Kawaa’s mother, Ann Kawaa, 

convinced her reluctant husband, 
William, to leave Honolulu and his 
parents to homestead in Ho‘olehua. 
“In 1941 my dad left for employment 
in Honolulu, and the family went 
with him, but quickly we returned 
home and farmed the land while 
my dad came home on weekends. 
We grew taro, pumpkin, tomatoes, 
sweet corn, cabbage, beans, and 
sweet potatoes. I wouldn’t change 
anything about how I was raised in 
Ho‘olehua,” said Kawaa.

Homesteader Joseph Mawae 
fondly remembers hand-watering 
crops before any irrigation infra-
structure was installed. “We made 
do, and manual labor was the 
foundation for successful farming 
because equipment was expensive. 
The homesteaders cooperated with 
each other. A hui of people went 
to a person’s land and cleared it, 
fenced it for cattle and pigs, and 

Community 
input will be 
accepted thru 
December
by Ka Wai Ola Staff

A 
Native Hawaiian gov-
ernment-to-government 
relationship with the 
U.S. could provide a 
platform where the lähui 

could be heard - as a governing 
body - representatives of the lähui 
could be taken more seriously than 
by an organization. 

This is an option a Department 
of the Interior Rule proposes. The 
department will be accepting com-
ments on the proposed rule until 
December 30, 2015. 

In November, Hawaiian elec-
tions were held to select delegates 
to the Native Hawaiian convention, 
where it will be decided whether or 
not to create organic documents for 
a governing entity. The proposed 
federal rule provides the option to 
that new Hawaiian governing entity 
to choose or decline a government-
to-government relationship with the 
federal government. 

Here is the DOI summary of the 
Rule:

The Secretary of the Inte-
rior (Secretary) is proposing an 
administrative rule to facilitate 
the reestablishment of a formal 
government-to-government 
relationship with the Native 
Hawaiian community to more 
effectively implement the special 
political and trust relationship 
that Congress has established 
between that community and the 
United States. The proposed rule 
does not attempt to reorganize a 

Native Hawaiian government or 
draft its constitution, nor does 
it dictate the form or structure 
of that government. Rather, the 
proposed rule would establish an 
administrative procedure and cri-
teria that the Secretary would use 
if the Native Hawaiian community 
forms a unified government that 
then seeks a formal government-
to-government relationship with 
the United States. Consistent with 
the Federal policy of indigenous 
self-determination and Native 
self-governance, the Native 
Hawaiian community itself would 
determine whether and how to 
reorganize its government.
Supplementary information to 

the proposed rule can be found at 
doi.gov/ohr.

For the latest updates on how the 
rule can strengthen opportunities 
for the lähui and/or to show your 
support of the rule visit www.oha.
org/DOI. ¢

Comment on the DoI rule

90th anniversary of the ho‘olehua-pala‘au homesteads celebrated

ea
gOverNANce

See ho‘olehua-pala‘au On paGe 6

Homesteaders view a display showing lots and awards in the 
Ho‘olehua-Pala‘au homesteads during a celebration at the Lani-
kea Community Center on Moloka‘i. - Photo: Cheryl Corbiell



Kapua Sproat of UH Law 
School honored Internationally
by francine Kananionapua Murray

K
apua‘ala Sproat is the recipient of the 
IUCN Academy of Environmental Law’s 
2015 Distinguished Environmental Law 
Education Award in its Emerging Schol-
ars Category.

“It’s hugely humbling and was a complete 
surprise,” said Sproat, an Associate Professor of 
the Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native 
Hawaiian Law at the William S. Rich-
ardson School of Law. “I’ve known 
about the award because the IUCN 

(International 
Union for Con-
servation of 
Nature) is the 
oldest world 
environmental 
network that 
there is. And, 
I was surprised 
when I heard 
that I was nom-

inated, but I didn’t think that I would 
be in the running because people that win it are 
really important. And so, I was really shocked.”

The awards were announced at the 13th Annual 
Colloquium Dinner held at Atma Jaya Catholic 
University in Jakarta, Indonesia. Sproat was not 
able to attend and learned that she had won when 
her friends started texting congratulations to her.

Grateful for the great honor she says, “I think 
it’s really important. Not just for me but for the Ka 
Huli Ao Center, because I think it really elevates 
Native Hawaiian law to a whole new level in the 
international arena.” 

The IUCN is the world authority on the envi-
ronment and sustainable development and has 
more than 1,200 member organizations in some 
185 countries. It acknowledged Sproat’s inno-
vative Environmental Law Clinic in which free 
legal advice and assistance is provided to Native 
Hawaiian people in need, while law students assist 
in the clinic learning and experiencing hands-on 
legal work with real people. 

“It’s one thing to read a book, review a case and 
answer the teacher’s questions in a classroom,” 
Sproat said. “It’s completely different to have a 

clinic experience where you actually have to learn 
and master the law, and be able to integrate that, 
meet with real clients who are grappling with real 
issues in their lives and be able to apply the skills 
and knowledge that you have learned to resolve 
their issues, because sometimes the problems that 
the folks in our community struggle with don’t have 
driven legal answers.” It might be a combination 
of political, legal, outreach or other things and in 
the clinic they try to craft something that will best 
address the community’s needs and concerns. 

Since Sproat started teaching at the law school 
in 2007 she has directed the Environmental Law 
clinic, the first such clinic at the Law School. 
Now, there are several with differing focuses.

In 2011, Office of Hawaiian Affairs approached 
the Ka Huli Ao Center for Excellence in Native 
Hawaiian Law to help OHA beneficiaries involved 
in the Bartell v. Heirs or Assigns of Manuela case. 
The partnership became the A‘o Aku A‘o Mai Ini-
tiative, which involved attempts to clear title to 
Native Hawaiian ancestral land on Moloka‘i. In 
that case, more than twenty OHA beneficiaries 
were named as defendants and contacted OHA 

for legal assistance. In turn, OHA contracted with 
Ka Huli Ao to assist these and other beneficia-
ries through its Environmental Law and Native 
Hawaiian Rights Clinics.

“During the initiative’s first two years, our col-
lective efforts yielded significant direct services 
for OHA’s beneficiaries,” said Sproat. “Over the 

course of four semesters, law 
students enrolled in both clinics 
assisted 156 pro se defendants 
(individuals representing them-
selves in a court case without 
the assistance of an attorney) 
and their ‘ohana in two differ-
ent cases, published E ‘Onipa‘a 
I Ke Külaiwi:  A Legal Primer for 
Quiet Title and Partition Law in 
Hawai‘i, and facilitated thirteen 
workshops on the Quiet Title and 
Partition Process and the primer 
in particular.  In addition, the 
initiative trained roughly 40 law 
students in these areas of law.”

Due to its success and strong 
partnerships, the initiative has 
expanded to assist Native Hawai-
ians through free training, the 
distribution of legal primers, and 
direct legal assistance on a range 
of topics.  

“Over the last two years, we 
believe the initiative has directly 
assisted or trained nearly 500 
individuals on all of Hawai‘i’s 
major islands, most of whom are 
OHA beneficiaries,” said Sproat.

Since 2011 the law clinic 
has received $650,000 from the 

Office of Hawaiian Affairs for training, travel, and 
direct legal services for Hawaiians in Hawai‘i’s 
rural communities.

“The teaching of and the way that the course 
is done was certainly one consideration” for the 
international award, Sproat explained. “But I think 
a major consideration was also the evolution and 
recognition of Native Hawaiian law and publica-
tion of the Treatise, which was really a big deal. 
It is the only resource of its kind in the world, and 
it elevates Native Hawaiian law to a new kind of 
stature and shows the potential and possibility for 
other native people around the world.” 

Melody Kapilialoha MacKenzie, the editor-in-
chief of Native Hawaiian Law –A Treatise has 
been working on the 1400-page text since 2000, 
with Sproat working on it for the last eight years. 
It was published in early 2015.

The book examines the events, litigation, regula-
tions and movements that have lead to the body of 
laws that affect the Native Hawaiian community.

To learn more about the Native Hawaiian Law 
–A Treatise visit www.kamehamehapublishing.
org/nativehawaiianlaw. ¢

native hawaiian law forges 
path for indigenous people

To maintain 
the connection  
to the past 
and a viable 
land base, 
native 
hawaiians will  
participate  
in and  
benefit from  
responsible  
stewardship  
of Ka pae 
‘āina o 
hawai‘i.
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Above, Environmental 
Law Clinicians provide 
information and other 
assistance to Nā Wai 
‘Ehā community mem-
bers. - Photos: Courtesy 
of Ka Huli Ao

Left, Environmental 
Law Clinicians, volun-
teers, and community 
members gather next 
to the Waihe‘e River.Kapua Sproat



A
lways a gentleman, Louis 
K. “Buzzy” Agard, Jr. 
never stopped advocating 
for Hawaiian governance 
and for the betterment of 

the native people of Hawai‘i, which 
he loved dearly. At the age of 91, 
after decades on the front lines 
working to shape the modern story 
of Hawaiians, Louis K. “Buzzy” 
Agard, Jr. passed away on October 
28.

“Uncle Buzzy was for me and 
many others who came out of the 
Renaissance of the 1970’s an inspi-
ration,” said OHA Chair Robert 
Lindsey. “He truly loved our people 
and our Nation. Agard was recently 
recognized by OHA for a lifetime of 
service to the Hawaiian community. 
He regularly attended OHA board 
meetings sharing pearls of wisdom 

and a lot of aloha.”
Agard began his career 

as a commercial fisherman 
in the 1940s. 

In the mid-60s facing proposed 
land reforms at the Hawai‘i State 
Legislature that would have allowed 
the forced sale of leased lands to pri-
vate owners, Agard helped form the 
Friends of Kamehameha Schools 
Bishop Estate to preserve the will 
and wishes of the Schools’ benefac-
tor, Bernice Pauahi Bishop.

He has served in various capacities 
with the Congress of the Hawaiian 
People formed in 1965 to uplift the 
Hawaiian spirit, the Aloha Asso-
ciation founded in 1971 to seek 
reparations from the U.S. government 
for the taking of Hawaiian lands, 
and the Council of Hawaiian Orga-
nizations, testifying on the merits of 
sovereignty at congressional hearings 
in Honolulu dating back to 1973.

In 2001, Agard was honored by 

then-President Bill Clinton at the 
establishment of what was then the 
nation’s largest nature preserve – 
The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve, 
which he was instrumental in 
creating and which is today’s Pap-
ahänaumokuäkea Marine National 
Monument. Since then, he served as 
one of three Native Hawaiian repre-

sentatives on the reserve’s Advisory 
Council, has served on the Western 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
for more than a decade and, begin-
ning in the 70s, traveled the country 
providing his perspective on conser-
vation, protection and management 
of resources.

Agard is a former Hawaiian 
Homes Commissioner, a founding 
board member of KÄHEA—The 
Hawaiian Environmental Alliance, 
and a director and founding member 
of the statewide Hawai‘i Fishing 
Coalition begun in 1983, to develop 
conservation legislation.

“In his quiet, jovial, humble and 
parabolic way, he was sure and con-
fident that as the first people of these 
islands nothing is impossible,” said 
Lindsey. “We just need to lökahi and 
find refuge in common ground issues. 
I will always remember the smile in 
his voice, his kindred spirit and his 
Aloha for Hawai’i and our lähui.” ¢

native hawaiian role model lived aloha ‘āina
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THIS YEAR, HEAR FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Do you struggle to hear during family gatherings and Holiday parties?
Do you feel lost and left out when you can’t enjoy the Holiday spirit because of all the noise?

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY HEARING EVALUATION
• A professional and private hearing examination with Owner, Stephanie Crabbe.

 • Ear canal inspection - a video otoscope ear scan allows us to see if you have a wax problem.
 • Communication assessment with a friend or loved one.
 • Answers to your questions and recommended next steps to help you hear better this holiday season!
Please call for your appointment: 206-8149 or schedule on our website: www.HonoluluAudibelHearing.com

1401 S. Beretania St., Suite 330
(3rd fl oor Hale Pawa’s Building)

Honolulu, HI 96814

206-8149 
Offers cannot be combined with other offer or previous purchases.

3rd fl oor
Hale Pawa’a 

Building.

Beretania

Young St.

Ke
ea

um
ok

u

Stephanie M. Crabbe, 
Owner / BC-HIS

Nihongo dekimasu

AMP
100% Digital and Invisible

Only $750 per aid*
    

ONLY FROM AUDIBEL

THIS YEAR, HEAR FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
Do you struggle to hear during family gatherings and Holiday parties?
Do you feel lost and left out when you can’t enjoy the Holiday spirit because of all the noise?

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR COMPLIMENTARY HEARING EVALUATION

lOuis K. “buZZY” AgARd, JR.
Feb. 25, 1924 – Oct. 28, 2015

Louis K. “Buzzy” Agard, Jr. - Photo: Courtesy

planted crops. Then, we went to 
another homesteader’s farm to work 
and so on. The farmers had a loan 
system financed by the homestead-
ers to purchase equipment. Once a 
loan was paid, then the next person 
could borrow money. Cooperation 
got the work done.” said Mawae.

State Representative Lynn 
Pualani DeCoite, a fourth gen-
eration Ho‘olehua homesteader, 
said, “The original farmer’s entire 
family worked hard and made what 
Ho‘olehua is today. Farmers need to 
embrace farming just as the original 
homesteaders did.”

“We were viewed as an invest-
ment and now are a living treasure,” 
said Zhantell Dudoit-Lindo, event 
commentator. ¢

Cheryl Corbiell is an instructor at 
the University of Hawai‘i Maui College-
Moloka‘i and coordinator for TeenACE 
and ACE Reading programs.

ho‘olehua-pala‘au
continued from page 4
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oha Board actions compiled by garett Kamemoto

The following actions were taken by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees, and are sum-
marized here. For more information on board actions, please see the complete meeting minutes posted 
online at http://www.oha.org/BOT.

october 8, 2015 motion

Motion to officially accept the donation of the Kearney cloak replica from the King Kamehameha Hawaiian civic club to the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

Motion passes with eight 
AYeS and one eXcuSeD.

october 22, 2015

Motion to approve the chair’s appointment of the Ad Hoc committee on Trustees’ responsibilities ii, with Trustee Peter 
Apo as chair, Mr. Albert Tiberi as vice chair, and Mr. randall roth as Member.

Motion passes with seven AYeS, one 
AbSTeNTiON and one eXcuSeD.

november 3, 2015

Motion to approve OHA’s participation in the portion of the Nā Wai ‘ehā contested case hearing regarding the adjudication 
of surface water use permit applications, including the recognition and quantification of appurtenant rights claims, and to 
authorize the ceO to utilize OHA contract #2604, as amended, with Alston Hunt floyd and ing, Attorneys at Law, A Law 
corporation, to cover legal services rendered to OHA for water use permit applications and appurtenant rights claims, 
contingent upon approval of sufficient funding, estimated at $300,000, to reside in Program code 2300 - corporate counsel, 
Object code 57115 - Legal Services, to cover legal fees and costs incurred for participation in the foregoing.

Motion passes with eight 
AYeS, and one eXcuSeD.

Motion to approve the adoption of an OHA Water Policy along with Attachment A:  Water backgrounder Appendix, where 
upon approval, both will be included in the executive board Policy Manual of the board of Trustees, as fully stated in Action 
item bAe 15-06.

Motion passes with eight 
AYeS, and one eXcuSeD.

Motion to adopt a board of Trustees (bOT) policy to be included in the OHA board of Trustees executive Policy Manual as 
a new section numbered 2080 entitled “iwi Kupuna” within the 2000 Series on beneficiary Support and Services: 
2080 iwi Kupuna
care, Management, and Protection of iwi Kupuna
2.8. a.     consistent with its advocacy regarding the Hawaiian culture, OHA shall protect and promote the reverence and 

cultural importance of proper care, management, and protection of ancestral Native Hawaiian remains or iwi 
kupuna. recognizing that iwi is culturally “considered the most cherished possession” as defined by Mary Kawena 
Pukui as well as oral and written historical accounts, OHA shall ensure that in all OHA efforts and initiatives, the 
proper care, management, and protection of iwi kupuna is of paramount consideration. OHA also recognizes that 
the care and disposition of iwi kupuna is primarily an ‘ohana kuleana and shall promote the active involvement of 
descendants and ‘ohana in matters regarding the treatment and disposition of iwi kupuna. in furtherance of this 
policy objective, OHA shall:

 1.    formulate consistent responses in the planning, consultation, and decision making regarding the care, manage-
ment, and protection of iwi kupuna; and

 2.    ensure that all relevant OHA land management and planning documents, contractual agreements and grant 
agreements include an acknowledgment of a higher cultural standard of care regarding the care, management, 
and protection of iwi kupuna, which may exceed minimal requirements set forth in law and rule; and

 3.    consult with the Native Hawaiian Historic Preservation council for guidance on iwi issues when deemed neces-
sary by the chief executive Officer.

Motion passes with eight 
AYeS, and one eXcuSeD.

Board of trustees
 ‘Ae (Yes)
 ‘A‘ole (No)
 Kānalua (Abstain)
 excused
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For the live stream, and for a schedule 
of board and committee meetings visit:

Live streaming will continue to 
be available for O‘ahu meetings 
of the Board of Trustees.

Live streams are available for 
meetings of all standing 

committees of the Offi ce of 
Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees.

Live streaming will continue to 
be available for O‘ahu meetings 
of the Board of Trustees.

Live streams are available for 
meetings of all standing 

Watch Live!

To watch from your mobile/tablet devices, download 
the Ustream app from GooglePlayTM or App StoreSM.

www.OHA.org/about/board-trustees
GooglePlay is a registered trademark of Google Inc. The App Store is a servicemark of Apple, Inc.



Kamehameha SchoolS 
hawai‘i winter  
celebration
Wed. Dec. 2, 6 p.m.

Join the Kamehameha Schools 
Hawai‘i performing arts students 
for song and dance to celebrate 
the Christmas season. The night 
of entertainment features the high 
school band, hula kahiko and 
‘auana classes, choir and concert 
glee and a guest appearance by 
the Kamehameha Alumni Choir – 
Mamalahoe Chapter.

Proceeds will help fund the 
performing arts program’s par-
ticipation in the American High 
School Theater Festival in Eiden-
burgh, Scotland. $8. William 
Charles Lunalilo Center.

i love hula  
in Kailua 2015
Sun. Dec. 6. 3-4 p.m.

Member of Hälau Möhala 
‘Ilima entertain Kailua residents as 
part of the “I Love Hula in Kailua” 
series, sponsored by the Harold 
K.L. Castle Foundation and A&B 
Properties. The Ko‘olaupoko 
halau is featured in December’s 
installment of this series. Free. In 
the parking garage behind Longs 
Drugs in Kailua Town.

i mana Ka lÄhui  
mele compoSition 
worKShop
Sat. Dec. 12. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Come and be inspired by the 
Koÿolaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club 

as its members 
share the basics 
of mele compo-
sition. Attendees 
will get an introduc-
tion to mele and fundimentals of 
composition. Free. Hale A‘o at 
Windward Community College.

mele KaliKimaKa  
marKetplace
Sat. & Sun. Dec. 12 &13

Visit this one stop local holiday 
shop catering to visitors and residents 
who are looking for holiday gifts and 
family activities. The two-day event 
features local food products, gifts, 
books, apparel, jewelry crafts and 
other consumer goods. Produced by 
Pacific Expos and Special Events 

Hawai‘i. $4 adults, 
$3 seniors, students 
and military. Neil 
Blasdell Center 
Exhibition Hall.

hawaiian 
muSic SerieS 

concertS in 
lahaina
Thurs. Dec. 17. 6 p.m.

Enjoy the sweet island 
sounds of up-and-coming 

island musicians who sing tra-
ditional and popular tunes, play 
ukulele and slack key and con-
temporary guitar. Mats, blankets 
and low beach chairs are welcome. 
Free. Baldwin Home Museum.

hula KahiKo SerieS
Sat. Dec. 19. 10:30 a.m.

The Volcano Art Center Hula 
Kahiko series continues with 
a performance by Kumu Hula 
Keala Ching with Nä Wai Iwi 
Ola. The performance takes place 
on the kahua hula, or hula plat-

form, located near the Volcano 
Art Center Gallery in the Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park. The 
Kailua-Kona-based Nä Wai Iwi 
Ola Foundation was founded to 
perpetuate the Hawaiian culture 
and practices through hula proto-
col and ceremonies. Free. Volcano 
Art Center.

i ulu no Ka  
lÄlÄ i Ke Kumu
Fri. Jan. 8. 5 -7 p.m.

“I ulu no ka lälä I ke kumu.”
The branches grow because 

of the trunk. Without our ances-
tors we would not be here.” Ölelo 
No‘eau

This Wailoa Arts and Cultural 
Center arts exhibition is a visu-
alazation of different ideas and 
approaches that honor the ances-
tors that honor the ancestors and 
Hawaiian culture. Artist reception 
will be held on the evening of Jan. 
8, with the exhibition open from 
Jan.8 to 28. Wailoa Arts and Cul-
tural Center. ¢
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kēkēmapa
‘alemanaka

cALeNDAr

Oahu Kona Hi lo Maui Kauai 808.246.2412

Oahu ~ 5bdrm, 3 bath 2,480 sq ft.

Prepackaged Home Kits
                                                         

Oneki ~ 3bdrm, 2 bath 1,000 sq ft. If you’ve been thinking about building a home, call us- 

A�ordable Material Packages                                                                                     Designed for Local Lifestyles
   Standard, Traditional and Vintage Models                                                                                     Models �om 500 sq. �. to 2,450 sq. �.

View model selections on our website

www.honsador.com

Choose From Over 30 Model Variations

Enjoy a shoppers emporium of great Hawaiian style gifts and activities 
for the whole family at this year’s Mele Kalikimaka Marketplace.



cultural impact 
aSSeSSment notice

Information requested by Sci-
entific Consultant Services, Inc. 
of cultural resources or ongoing 
cultural practices on eight parcels 
located in Kea‘au Town on lands 
of Kea‘au Ahupua‘a, Puna District, 
Island of Hawai‘i [TMK: (3) 1-6-
002:019, 020, 021, 022, 099, 101, 
102, and 103].  Please respond 
within 30 days to Glenn Escott at 
(808) 938-0968. 

burial notice
NOTICE TO INTERESTED 

PARTIES IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that a previously disturbed, single 
human bone fragment, designated 
as State Inventory of Historic 
Places (SIHP) # 50-80-14-7580, 
was identified by Cultural Surveys 
Hawai‘i, Inc. during the course of 
an archaeological inventory survey 
related to the Block A Project, 
Kaka‘ako, Honolulu Ahupua‘a, 
Honolulu (Kona) District, O‘ahu, 
TMK: [1] 2-3-056:001.

Following the procedures of 
Hawai‘i Revised Statutes (HRS) 
Chapter 6E-43, and Hawai‘i Admin-
istrative Rules (HAR) Chapter 
13-300, these remains are believed 
to be over 50 years old. Based on 
the context of the finds, they are 
most likely Native Hawaiian.

The project area is located within 
the ‘ili of Kukuluäe‘o. Background 
research indicates that during the 
Mähele, this ‘ili was awarded to the 
American Board of Commission-
ers for Foreign Missions. Kuleana 

(maka‘äinana) Land Commission 
Awards (LCAs) within the vicinity 
include LCA 1903 to Lolohi and 
LCA 10463 to Napela.

The landowner is Victoria Ward 
Limited (VWL), and the contact 
person is: Dawn Chang, 1003 
Bishop Street, Suite 750, Honolulu, 
Hawai‘i 96813 [TEL (808) 539-
3583, FAX (808) 539-3581]. 

The landowner has proposed pres-
ervation in place for SIHP # -7580; 
however, the decision to preserve in 
place or relocate these previously 
identified human remains shall be 
made by the O‘ahu Island Burial 
Council in consultation with the 
State Historic Preservation Division 
(SHPD) and any recognized lineal 
and/or cultural descendants, per 
the requirements of HAR Chapter 
13-300-33. Appropriate treatment 
shall occur in accordance with 
HAR Chapter 13-300-38.

All persons having any knowl-
edge of the identity or history of 
these human remains are requested 
to immediately contact Ms. Regina 
Hilo at 601 Kamökila Boulevard, 
Room 555, Kapolei, Hawai‘i 96707 
[TEL (808) 692-8015, FAX (808) 
692-8020].

All interested parties shall 
respond within thirty (30) days of 
this notice and file descendancy 
claim forms and/or provide infor-
mation to the SHPD adequately 
demonstrating lineal descent from 
these designated burials or cultural 
descent from ancestors buried in the 
same ahupua‘a or district. ¢
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Mauli Ola - HealtH
One of the greatest threats to the health of Native Hawai-

ians is obesity. Being overweight greatly increases the risk 
for other health problems such as diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, stroke, cancer and more. Thus, obesity is at the top 
of the list of priorities to address. OHA’s goal is to reduce 
the rate of obesity among Native Hawaiians from 49.3% 
to 35% by 2018. 

“Although the state of Hawai‘i is one of the healthiest 
states in the nation, Hawaiians, in our own homeland, have 
the poorest health,” said Kamana‘opono Crabbe, Ph.D., 
OHA Ka Pouhana (CEO). “What that means for OHA is 
that we really have to tackle this situation. We have done 
that by collaborating with a number of health providers.”

Since 2010 OHA has given out over $6.1 million in 
grants to address health and served 16,200 Native Hawai-
ians. “Of that money we awarded $4 million toward 
decreasing chronic diseases by reducing the rate of obe-
sity,” said Lisa Watkins-Victorino, Ph.D., OHA Research 
Director. “We are headed in the right direction.” 

“We wanted to create a program that was tailored for 
Hawai‘i and the people that live here,” said Aukahi Austin, 
Ph.D., the Executive Director and Licensed Clinical Psy-
chologist at I Ola Lähui. Three years ago they opened 
Külana Hawai‘i, a free weight management program for 
HMSA members and Native Hawaiians sponsored by both 
HMSA and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. The program 
provides health interventions in the area of obesity manage-
ment that are culturally minded to treat a broad spectrum 
of Native Hawaiians with a BMI over 25%.

“We really want to help them feel that they can do it. 
This program is about self-management. It is about help-
ing a person figure out their own motivation and what they 
want to change and supporting them in doing it.” 

“Preventive healthcare is a long term investment and I 
think this is the time to do it,” said Crabbe. “Native Hawai-
ians are more empowered to address their health and work 
with agencies and organizations that have the will, commit-
ment and the support to recognize that it is a good cause to 
improve mauli ola, the health of Native Hawaiians.” 

Mo‘omeheu/Culture
51% of Native Hawaiians 
living in the State of 
Hawai‘i participating in 
cultural activities, including 
language, and who interact 
with the ‘āina for cultural, 
spiritual, religious and 
subsistence

•  $5.2 million in cultural 
grants awarded since 2010

•  3,079 students partici-
pate in cultural activities 
in Native Hawaiian 
focused charter schools

• OHA online resources:
• PapakiloDatabase.com
• KipukaDatabase.com
• Mooaupuni.com
• ohadatabook.com 
• Kamakakoi.com

MO‘OMeHeu - Culture
OHA has made it a priority to preserve, practice and 

perpetuate the Hawaiian culture. To do this we facilitate 
Native Hawaiians participating in cultural activities, espe-
cially as it relates to experiences that engage our lähui 
with the ‘äina.

“It is a primary goal for us to increase our awareness 
and knowledge and allow others to do the same,” Wat-
kins-Victorino explained. “A few examples of celebrating 
our culture and moving this area forward are: The 3,079 
students that are in our Native Hawaiian focused charter 
schools that we help fund. On a daily basis, they are learn-
ing about and learning to value their history and culture. 
This is a part of their curriculum.”

“This is really exciting because they are going to be our 
adults as we more forward.”

Watkins-Victorino noted that since 2010 OHA published 
over 1,000 articles with a Hawaiian cultural or historical 
focus in Ka Wai Ola, which reaches over 60,000 subscrib-
ers monthly. Another way we present our history and 
culture is through the OHA databases: PapakiloDatabase.
com, KipukaDatabase.com, ohadatabook.com, Mooau-
puni.com, and Kamakakoi.com. “With nearly 80,000 visits 
we know we have got people coming, looking and learning 
at these websites.”

OHA has supported both large-scale culture grants to 
well established organizations as well as smaller grants 
tailored to focused audiences. For instance, OHA helped 
with supporting the ceremonial opening and closing of the 
Makahiki held at Hälawa Prison twice a year for the past 
three years. “When the pa‘ahao (inmates) reconnect with 
their cultural identity, and what it means to ho‘okanaka, 
they find the strength to make better decisions on a daily 
basis not just for them, but mostly for their families wait-
ing for them on the outside, as sons, fathers and brothers,” 
said Kai Markell, OHA Compliance Enforcement Man-
ager. “They hold their heads high, and seek forgiveness, 
redemption and new beginnings.”

It took years of advocacy and litigation by the Native 
Hawaiian Legal Corporation and OHA, who partnered 
with the Pacific Justice and Reconciliation Center and the 
Native Hawaiian Church to bring the ceremonial Makahiki 
to Hälawa. It has been such a positive influence that the 
program has expanded to the Waiawa Correctional Facility, 
starting their inaugural program this year.

“I am finally getting ready to be released. I’m scared 
of how much has changed since I’ve been locked up for 
over twenty-years,” Markell recalls one pa‘ahao telling him 
after one of the ceremonies. “I don’t know if I can make it, 
but I have never felt so proud to be Hawaiian, and so proud 
to feel my ancestors all around me, helping me, encourag-
ing me, and loving me no matter how messed up I was. I 
wish we could celebrate with Lonoikamakahiki and peace 
all year around.” 
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Heading in tHe rigHt direction

Ceremonial observance of the Makahiki in Hālawa Prison in November 2015. - Photo: Kai Markell

By-the-numBers

ho‘ona‘auao/education
Increase % of Native 
Hawaiian students who 
meet or exceeding reading 
standards from 55% to 
65%and math standards 
from 32% to 45%

•  2014: Reading up to 61%
•  2014: Math up to 48%
•  $8,4 million in grants 

since 2010

•  Approximately 3,466 
students served

Increase % of Native 
Hawaiians who graduate 
from post secondary institu-
tions by 2018

•  2009: baseline 1,209 
degrees earned

•  2014: 2,285 degrees 
earned

•  $8.3 million since 2010

HO‘Ona‘auaO - eduCatiOn
“Since 2010 we’ve awarded $22.9 million toward edu-

cation via grants, annual commitments, sponsorships, and 
events,” said Watkins-Victorino. “Approximately 16,195 
Native Hawaiians have been served by these funding 
sources.” 

Of the $22.9 million given, $14 million went to increase 
the reading and math test scores as well as other educa-
tional projects for students in K through 12, and $8.3 
million went to increase the number of Native Hawaiian 
students who earn post-secondary degrees or certificates 
in the UH system.

OHA has also made positive inroads at the younger end 
of the spectrum. “Children are our main priority.” Says 
Kelly Pearson, Chief Executive Officer of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Maui. OHA has awarded grants for multiple years 
to the Boys & Girls Club of Maui for its Power Hour Pro-
gram, an after-school program that provides youth ages 6 
to 12, in the Paukükalo Hawaiian Homestead community 
a safe and nurturing environment to develop good study 
habits.

In the Power Hour students complete their homework 
assignments under the supervision of both English and 
fluent Hawaiian speaking staff, with the goal of improving 
Native Hawaiian student proficiency in reading and math 
so that they can increase standardized test scores.

“We are giving young people hope and opportunity,” 
said Pearson. “That’s important.” 

The Boys & Girls Club of Maui’s Power Hour Program provides keiki with 
a safe environment to study and do their homework. - Photo: Courtesy 
Boys & Girls Club of Maui

Walking is a simple way to begin battling obesity. - Photo: Courtesy

By-the-nuMBers

Mauli Ola/health
Reduce the rate of obesity among Native Hawaiians from 
49.3% to 35% by 2018

•  $6.1 million in health grants and served 16,200
•  Approximately 7,313 Hawaiians served in chronic diease 

programs
•  2013 about 39% prelavance rate for Native Hawaiians

OhA strategic Plan results //////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

Moving forward to better the lives of Hawaiians through the


 OHA StrAtegic PlAn 

By Francine Kananionapua Murray

Five years ago when OHA first launched its Strategic Plan, the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs was transformed from a direct service organization into a more streamlined 
organization that supports and collaborates with strong community service providers 
through grants and advocacy efforts  to better serve Hawaiian beneficiaries. This 
more planful approach allows OHA to focus its resources on bolstering efforts that 
align with strategic, defined targets.

“Our strategic plan offers much encouragement as we push for the best results 
for our people and ensure that our organization is being responsive to their needs,” 
said OHA Chairperson Robert K. Lindsey Jr. “While our progress is incomplete, 
it also remains significant.”

After five years, here are highlights of work to address the Strategic Priorities of 
health, culture and education. 

I
t	took	more	than	a	village	to	create	the	strategic	Plan.	in	2008,	
OHA	trustees	robert	Lindsey,	John	waihe‘e	and	a	team	of	staff,	
who	made	up	the	planning	committee,	conducted	research	and	
received	input	from	tens	of	thousands	of	Hawaiians	to	define	
the	needs	of	the	Hawaiian	community.	the	information	they	
gathered	was	used	to	create	the	2010	OHA	strategic	Plan,	
designed	to	address	the	greatest	needs	of	the	Hawaiian	people	
as	defined	by	the	community.



Endangered Hawaiian 
Petrels moved 

Ten downy endangered Hawaiian 
Petrel chicks were flown to a new 
colony protected by a predator-
proof fence at the Kïlauea Point 
National Wildlife Refuge on Kaua‘i. 
In the early morning on Nov. 2, two 
teams were dropped by helicopter 
onto mountain peaks within the Nä 
Pali-Kona Forest Reserve, managed 
by the state Department of Land 
and Natural Resources. The teams 
headed to ten nest burrows, which 
each contained a large healthy 
chick. The chicks were transported 
by helicopter to Princeville and then 
relocated to their new home.

“This translocation will estab-
lish a new, predator-free colony of 
the endangered Hawaiian Petrel to 
help prevent the extirpation of the 
species from Kaua‘i,” said Michael 
Mitchell, the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service Acting Kaua‘i National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex Project 
Leader. “Translocating the birds 
to Kïlauea Point National Wildlife 
Refuge ensures that this colony of 
birds will be protected for our chil-
dren and our children’s children.”

Höküle‘a Honors 
Archbishop Tutu

Höküle‘a Worldwide Voyage 
crewmembers and a delegation or 
educators, students and families 
from Hawai‘i honored Nobel Peace 
laureate and human rights activist 
Desmond Tutu, Archbishop Emeri-
tus of Cape Town in a ceremony at 
the offices of his legacy foundation.

“We had a very intimate cer-
emony here, and it was a special 
time for us to celebrate the incred-
ible work of Desmond Tutu by 
performing a song written in his 
honor,” said Kalepa Baybayan, pwo 
navigator for Höküle‘a.

“That (Höküle‘a is) ready to take 
the risks of sailing around the world 
is just amazing,” said Archbishop 
Tutu. “It’s uplifting to those who 
look at you, read about you and 
who see you.”

EPA awards grant to educate 
students on watersheds

The US Environmental Protection 
Agency has awarded an $80,000 grant 
to the Pacific American Foundation of 
Käne‘ohe to improve environmental 
science education by increasing the 

interest of Hawai‘i youth in science, 
technology, engineering and math 
through culturally relevant curriculum 
and meaningful outdoor watershed 
educational experiences.

“Hawai‘i’s watersheds are 
unique,” said Jared Blumenfeld, 
EPA’s Regional Administrator of 
the Pacific southwest. “The Pacific 
American Foundation will teach 
the next generation of scientists to 
protect and manage these critical 
natural resources.”

Judge King papers on display
A unique historical archive of 

items and papers on the life of 
the Honorable Samuel P. King, a 
legendary jurist, has been put on 
display at the University of Hawai‘i 
Law Library through Dec. 14, 
during regular library hours.

The King items on display include 
a 1940s/1950s era movie projector 
and camera equipment and are just 
a small portion of the thousand of 
documents donated by King’s family 
to the library. The gift also includes 
King’s extensive law library. 

King was involved in develop-
ing “Broken Trust,” the essay that 
helped bring to light operations of 
the former Bishop Estate.

Mellon-Hawai‘i 
Fellowship Selections

Three Native Hawaiian schol-
ars will be pursuing research in 
their academic careers through the 
Mellon-Hawai‘i Doctoral and Post-
doctoral Fellowship program. The 
program recognizes and provides 
support for Native Hawaiians early 
in their careers as well those who are 
advancing knowledge of the Hawai-
ian environment, history and society.

The 2015-2016 cohort includes 
Kahikina de Silva, Ph.D., a doctoral 
fellow candidate in political science 
program at the University of Hawai‘i 
at Mänoa; Natalie Kurashima, Ph.D., 
a doctoral fellow candidate in the 
botany program at the University of 
Hawai‘i and Dr. Mehana Vaughn, a 
postdoctoral fellow candidate who 
studied Interdisciplinary Environmen-
tal Studies at Stanford University.

The Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion and the Kohala Center, along with 

support from Kamehameha Schools, 
founded the program in 2008.

The center was assisted in the 
selection of the cohort by a panel that 
included Panel Chair Robert Lindsey, 
Jr., member of the board of directors 
of the Kohala Center and trustee at 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

Native Hawaiian  
Culture in Spotlight

Native Hawaiian cultures were 
placed in the spotlight as part of Pur-
due’s Native American Educational 
and cultural Center’s celebration of 
Native American Heritage Month.

“A lot of times, people don’t 
recognize Native Hawaiians as an 
indigenous people and so this helps 
to raise awareness and educate the 
broader campus community,” said 
Felica Ahasteen-Bryant, director of 
the Native American Educational 
and Cultural Center. “But more 
importantly, just looking at the com-
monalities in traditions, language and 
respect for the land – we see those 
same qualities with Native Americans 
as well as Native Hawaiians.”

One of the events was “Ono 
Kine Grinds: Food of Hawai‘i” that 
offered a way for people to educate 
themselves about Native Hawaiian 
food, as opposed to stereotypi-
cal foods such as Hawaiian Pizza, 
which is not Hawaiian. 

2016 Hawaiian  
History Calendar

In the nineteenth century, many 
of the schools in Hawai‘i were 
teaching in Hawaiian.

In 2016 the Hawaiian Historical 
Society will be celebrating edu-
cation in Hawai‘i in its Hawaiian 
history calendar. Rich with imagery 
from the1860s to 1900 of teachers, 
students, and schools on O‘ahu, 
Maui, and Hawai‘i Island. 

Available for $10 plus $3 ship-
ping (domestic), or $7 plus shipping 
for members online at www.
hawaiianhistory.org/hawaiian- 
history-calendar-for-2016. Or pick 
up one in person at the Hawai-
ian Historical Society office; 560 
Kawaiaha‘o Street, Honolulu, HI 
96813. Phone 808-537-6271. ¢
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NeWS briefS

In November, visitors from Ngāi Tahu came to OHA to foster their relationship with the organization. The visitors discussed their strides 
in economic development. The partnership between Kamehameha Schools and Ngāi Tahu created the First Nations Future Program and 
many of the attendees were in the fellowship program. Left to right: Eruera Prendergast-Tarena, Ph.D., Indigenizing Native Corporations 
(past FNFP fellow); Kamana‘opono Crabbe, OHA Ka Pouhana CEO; David O’Connell, Member of Te Runanga o Ngāi Board of Directors 
(past FNFP fellow); Lisa Tumahai, Vice Chair Te Runanga o Ngāi Tahu Board of Directors; Paulette Tamati-Eliffe, Immersion Educator 
(pastFNFP fellow); Jeanine Tamati, Paratene Regional Advisor for Maori programs University of Auckland (current FNFP fellow); Arihia 
Bennett, CEO (past FNFP fellow); Renata Davis, Attorney (past FNFP fellow); Lisa Victor, OHA Ka Pou Nui (COO); Kēhaunani Abad, 
Community Engagement Director; and Kawika Riley, Chief Advocate. - Photo: Nelson Gaspar

ngĀi tAHu vists OHA
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by Wallace “Wally” K. ito

H
enry Chang Wo Jr. was 
a very humble, gentle 
and soft spoken man. 
Everybody 
knew him 

as Uncle Henry. From 
‘öpio to kupuna, he 
introduced himself as 
Uncle Henry. He was 
generous to a fault. 
Henry Chang Wo Jr., a 
guardian of our ocean 
heritage, passed away 
at the age of 74.

He shared his 
limu knowledge with 
anyone who asked 
and was willing to listen. Whenever 
he would share his limu knowl-
edge people would in turn share 
their knowledge with him. But he 
always warned them “If you no like 
everybody know, no tell me ‘cause I 
going tell everybody.” And that was 
his style. 

Uncle Henry grew up in Hälawa 
Housing and played in the streams, 
fishponds and waters of Pu‘uloa 
(Pearl Harbor). In 1971 the family 
was forced to move out of the hous-
ing complex to make way for the 
construction of Aloha Stadium. His 
parents Henry Chang Wo and Irene 
Kekona Chang Wo moved to the 
‘Ewa Beach community. 

Uncle Henry’s introduction into 
the world of limu started as a young 
boy when his mother and grand-
mother dragged him along whenever 
they went to the beach. They were 
expert spear fishers, ‘opihi pickers 
and limu gatherers. Uncle Henry was 
their bag boy and that is how he was 
educated on how to harvest from the 
ocean. His father was not much of an 
ocean person so all of his early edu-
cation in limu came from his mother 
and grandmother.

Occasionally he would make fun 
of one of his mother and grand-
mother’s limu picking techniques. 
He called it the limu dance. He 

would mock the way they used their 
feet to feel for the right kind of limu 
and when they found it they would 
either use their toes to pick up or use 

the limu dance to keep 
their hair from getting 
wet. He taught many 
people how to do his 
signature limu dance.

Although he was 
generally described 
as a gentle and unas-
suming man, Uncle 
Henry had the heart of 
a warrior. He became 
concerned when his 
place, Hau Bush, 
often referred to as the 

House of Limu, was losing its limu. 
Uncle Henry noticed that as the Ewa 
plains transitioned from agricultural 
use to housing development and golf 
courses his limu beds suffered. This 
brought out the warrior in him. He 
fought to restore limu. He fought 
to minimize the impact that future 
development would have on limu. 

In the last 15 years of his life 
Uncle Henry travelled to almost 
all corners of Na Kai ‘Ewalu (main 
islands) to spread the story of the 
loss of limu in the House of Limu. 
He told other communities not to 
let it happen. When he attended the 
popular Hana Limu Festival last 
year he stopped in Kïhei at a place 
he regularly gathered limu to share. 
It was desolate.

With his passing some of these bat-
tles may be dropped. But days before 
he passed he asked KUA the organi-
zation where I now work to carry on 
his fight. We will do our best to keep 
his legacy and fight alive. ¢

Wally Ito is former refrigeration/
air conditioning repairman. He gave 
up that career to become a marine 
biologist. He has spent the last six 
years working with Uncle Henry and 
the ‘Ewa Beach Limu Project and is 
currently the Limu Hui Coordinator 
for Kua‘Äina Ulu ‘Auamo (KUA).
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natural resource protector 
uncle henry is remembered

Starting from a proven home plan saves time and money, but it doesn’t need to 
limit your options. With HPM home packages you can enlarge rooms, add on 
decks and vault ceilings. You can select from various types of siding, roofi ng, 
windows and doors. And of course you can be dazzlingly creative with your 

cabinets, countertops and lighting.

Our home design consultants can help with all of it, but to start you might want to 
see what others have done in our online galleries and virtual tours.

WE’L L  HELP  YOU 
BUILD BETTER

WWW.HPMHAWAII.COM

HILO KONA WAIMEA KEA`AU 966-5466
KAUA`I O`AHU & MAUI 682-8560

See the rest of this 
home online!

PHOTO 
GALLERY & 

VIRTUAL TOUR 

CUSTOMIZE & UPGRADE AS YOU WISH...
Possibilities

Henry Chang Wo Jr. - Photo: 
Courtesy

He Ho‘omana‘o
iN MeMOriAM
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Board of TrusTees

Note: Trustee columns represent  
the views of individual trustees  
and may not reflect the official  

positions adopted by the Office of  
Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees. 

robert K. Lindsey Jr.
Chair, Hawai‘i

T: 808.594.1855 F: 808.594.1883
Email: robertl@oha.org

————— 

dan ahuna
Vice Chair, Trustee 
Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau
Tel: 808.594.1751

Email: dana@oha.org
————— 

Leina’ala ahu Isa, Ph.d.
Trustee, at-large

T: 808.594.1877 F: 808.594.1853
Email: ladyg@oha.org

————— 

rowena akana
Trustee, at-large

T: 808.594.1860 F: 808.594.0209
Email: rowenaa@oha.org

————— 

Peter apo
Trustee, o‘ahu

T: 808.594.1854 F: 808.594.1864
Email: petera@oha.org

————— 

Haunani apoliona, MsW
Trustee, at-large
Tel: 808.594.1886

Email: reynoldf@oha.org
————— 

Carmen “Hulu” Lindsey
Trustee, Maui

Tel: 808.594.1858 
Fax: 808.594.1864

Email: hulul@oha.org
————— 

Colette Y. Machado
Trustee,  

Moloka‘i and Lāna‘i
Tel: 808.594.1837 
Fax: 808.594.0212

Email: colettem@oha.org
————— 

John d. Waihe‘e IV
Trustee, at-large
Tel: 808.594.1876

Email: crayna@oha.org

This month’s article is a guest piece 
submitted by Kaua‘i resident Matthew 
Bernabe.

F
or nearly two 
hundred years 
Western concepts 
have success-
fully worked on 

converting Hawai‘i’s 
traditional land tenure 
system into a fee simple, 
privatized system. This 
has direct impacts on 
today’s water issues. On 
Kaua‘i, since the 19th 
century, sugar planta-
tions controlled most 
water resources and 
helped form the govern-
ment. Large plantations 
helped subsidize the responsibili-
ties and financial burden for much 
of the water infrastructure and this 
practice allowed for much abuse to 
occur. It also prevented any attempts 
to challenge those abuses that were 
occurring. Many diversions took 
more than the fifty percent of the 
natural flow, and in many cases 
almost all of the water got diverted. 
As a result of these diversions, 
native species like o‘opu and ‘opae 
have struggled, vanishing from some 
tributaries out right. It also led to 
some of Kaua‘i’s fertile taro lands 
drying out. 

As the sugar industry downsized 
and eventually left, the State and 
counties did a poor job of filling 
the void left by the plantations in 
maintaining the ditch systems. The 
County of Kaua‘i held the position 
that its responsibility is to take care 
of domestic demand (household 
uses), while the State is responsible 
for other uses. This resulted in frag-
mented oversight of many water 
systems and both Kaua‘i County 
and the State have neglected their 
responsibility to provide proper 
oversight. 

Hawai‘i has very progressive laws 
that are meant to protect the water 
for generations to come, such as the 

public trust doctrine. However, over 
the years the intent and implementa-

tion of these laws has been 
muddied. Proper manage-
ment and enforcement has 
been the root of numerous 
legal struggles over water.

As a result of a case 
brought here on Kaua‘i, 
we were able to get clearer 
guidance on implementation 
of the public trust doctrine 
from the Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court. In Kauai Springs v. 
Planning Commission of 
the County of Kaua‘i, the 
court outlined basic prin-
ciples to assist agencies in 
the application of the public 
trust doctrine. It should not 
be so difficult to carry out 

the intent of the public trust doc-
trine as it reads very clearly: “For 
the benefit of present and future 
generations, the State and its politi-
cal subdivisions shall conserve and 
protect Hawaii’s natural beauty 
and all natural resources, includ-
ing land, water, air, minerals, and 
energy sources, and shall promote 
the development and utilization 
of these resources in manner con-
sistent with their conservation and 
furtherance of the self-sufficiency of 
the State.” However, struggles over 
proper use and management of our 
resources continue. 

With clearer guidance from 
the courts we are hoping to make 
progress though. Kaua‘i’s water 
department has started to broaden 
its scope and is even talking about 
monitoring private wells. This work 
needs to start with updating current 
data on the condition of riparian and 
sub-surface bodies of water, then 
several plans for restoration and use 
need to be formed and followed by 
implementation. 

It won’t be easy, but now we have 
the ability to enforce against and end 
abuses that have been grandfathered 
in from many decades ago. ¢

A
s we welcome, herald in and 
celebrate the holiday season, 
let us remember 
the less fortunate, 
the marginalized 

and the homeless as well as 
the houseless.

Let’s also not forget our 
war fighters in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, our Presi-
dent, as well as the leaders 
of our Country, State and 
Community.

In addition, I will pause 
in reflection of the mean-
ingful contributions of my 
fellow Trustees along with 
OHA’s management and 
staff to a productive year. 

Together, we have had to face some 
very difficult issues: Mauna Kea, 
Haleakalä, Nä Wai ‘Eha, and nation 
building — to name just a few. 

And yes, we have many “miles to 
go before we sleep.”

But with trusting and seeking the 
best in each other, everything is pos-
sible as we Ho‘oulu Lähui Aloha. 
For the sake of our People and our 
Nation Rising, we must lökahi. 

This holiday season, I will hang nine 
special ornaments on our OHA tree: 
käkou, mälama, kuleana, külia, po’okela, 
ho’omau, transparency, accountability 
and integrity. Then, I will convert them 
into resolutions for the New Year.

Despite the mix of successes and 
challenges that the year brought, 
some clear themes have brought 
focus to the board’s push for the best 
results for our beneficiaries. 

Among them has been making 
well-considered policy decisions 
that inspire the confidence and sup-
port of our people. 

Examples include the significant 
amount of grant money the board 
approved in May for nearly 30 
community-based partners whose 
missions are expected to enhance our 
efforts to help our people improve 
their health; secure stable housing; 
upgrade their skills in reading as 
well as math; move up Hawai‘i’s 
socio-economic ladder; make ends 

meet; and protect their legal rights.
The funds for those grants come 

from a two-year spending 
plan approved by the board 
in June. But the spending 
plan doesn’t just benefit 
our grants program.

It is also expected to con-
tinue helping our people 
ease the burden of paying 
for college; helping Hawai-
ian-focused charter schools 
continue to keep pace with 
growing enrollment; and 
helping make a meaning-
ful contribution to housing 
and homelessness issues 
in Hawai‘i, where we are 

working with state and county officials 
to find mutually beneficial solutions.

At the same time, the spending plan 
is allowing us to fund the nation-build-
ing process, which is being facilitated 
by community leaders, as well as 
address some long-standing unre-
solved issues at Mauna Kea, where 
our attention has turned to ensuring 
that our people benefit from respon-
sible stewardship of the mountain. 

Another theme has been establish-
ing a trusting relationship between 
the board and the only employee we 
hire – the Chief Executive Officer.

Simply put, we are attempting to 
closely work with the CEO to define 
how our respective roles will get the 
best results for our people.

It is a renewed effort that is sup-
posed to help us all understand that 
a trusting relationship between our 
board and the CEO is the most effec-
tive management tool OHA can have 
to address its challenges.

As I stated earlier, there is still 
much work to do in shaping a greater 
future for our people. 

But in the year ahead, our beneficia-
ries can take comfort in my commitment 
as board chairperson to always do one 
thing: exercise reasonable care in all 
decision making, without placing the 
organization under unnecessary risk.

Mele Kalikimaka from my ohana 
to yours. And may 2016 bring 
us all many more blessings! ¢

Wishing all a peaceful holiday Re-establishing the Public Trust

dan  
ahuna

Vice Chair, 
Trustee,  

Kaua‘i and  
Ni‘ihau

robert K.  
Lindsey, Jr.

Chair,  
Trustee, Hawai‘i

E kala mai . In the November issue of Ka Wai Ola, an older masthead appeared that did not show the current Board of Trustees. The mast-
head, at left, reflects the current board. In addition, due to an editing error, the word “embraced” was misspelled in the headline to Trustee 
Dan Ahuna’s column. KWO regrets the errors. ¢
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R
ecent high-profile legislator’s ‘ethical 
errors’ have spurred interest in ethical 
decision making. Even business 
leadership has become synony-
mous with unethical behavior. 

Widespread scandals and inflated exec-
utive pay packages have led many to 
believe that corporate wrongdoing is the 
status quo. That’s why it’s more impor-
tant than ever that we, as Trustees of 
OHA, mend relationships with admin-
istration, employees, and beneficiaries.

Dr. Howard Gardner, the John H. 
and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor of 
Cognition and Education at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education in Cam-

bridge, Massachusetts says that it is now, more 
than ever, that business leaders need to repair rela-
tions with customers and employees by stepping 
up to the ethical plate. Gardner is an influential 
cognitive and educational psychologist. But as 
a psychologist, he believes that his first respon-
sibility is to understand how moral and ethical 
capacities develop, or fail to develop.

Professor Gardner has spent many years study-
ing the relationship between psychology and 
ethics at Harvard. In this article, Gardner talks 
about what he calls the ethical mind, which helps 
individuals aspire to do good work that matters 
to their colleagues and society in general.

In an era when workers are overwhelmed by 
too much information and feel pressured to win at 
all costs, Gardner believes, it’s easy to lose one’s 
way. What’s more, employees look to leaders for 
cues as to what’s appropriate and what’s not. So if 
you’re a leader, what’s the best way to stand up to 
ethical pressures and set a good example?

First and foremost, says Gardner, you must 
believe that retaining an ethical compass is 
essential to the health of your organization. 
State your ethical beliefs and stick to them. 
Test yourself rigorously to make sure you’re 
adhering to your values, take time to reflect on 
your beliefs, find multiple mentors who aren’t 
afraid to speak truth to your power, and con-
front others’ egregious behavior as soon as it 
arises.

Gardner believes the world hangs in the bal-
ance between right and wrong, good and bad, 

success and disaster. “You need 
to decide which side you’re on,” 
he concludes, “and do the right 
thing.”

Some schools and policy makers 
claimed that certain racial and ethnic 
groups were lacking specific intelli-
gences. As the founder of the theory, 
he felt an obligation to denounce 
such distorted interpretations of his 
work. Later, when he taught a course 
at Harvard called “Mind, Brain, and 
Education,” he found himself think-
ing about ethical dilemmas. 

Since 1995, he and teams of investigators 
have been researching the ways in which 
people aspire to do “good work”—that is, 
work of high quality that matters to society, 
enhances the lives of others, and is conducted 
in an ethical manner. The researchers have 
also observed ways in which ‘good’ work is 
eroded by cultural, economic, and technologi-
cal forces. (For more on this long-term project, 
go to www.goodworkproject.com.) Gardner 
and Constance Bagley, Harvard Business 
School professor, offer their thoughts about 
what leaders must do to develop and maintain 
high standards for themselves and their orga-
nizations. They suggest using a decision tree to 
help with ethical decisions. –Harvard Business 
Review, March 2007.

A decision tree is a graph of decisions and 
their possible consequences. It is used to create 
a plan to reach a goal. When confronted with 
a decision, a leader should ask the following 
questions: 1) Is the proposed action legal?  2) If 
“yes”, does the proposed action maximize our 
beneficiaries’ value? 3) If ‘yes’, is the proposed 
action ethical? 4) If “no”, would it be ethical 
NOT to take the proposed action?  There are 
NO Absolute Ethical Answers for management 
decision makers. Leaders should rely on moral 
principles so that their decisions are Principled, 
Appropriate, and Defensive.

A hui hou, Trustee Ahu Isa ¢

Making Ethical Decisions … A Decision Tree 

‘A
no‘ai kakou… The ballots 
for the Na‘i Aupuni Election 
were mailed to 
certified voters on 
November 1, 2015 

and voting ended on November 
30, 2015. So the Election results 
should be announced by the time 
this column is published. 

This is an exciting time for 
Native Hawaiians. We have 
not had this type of consensus-
building opportunity since the 
overthrow of our kingdom and 
we should take hold of this 
opportunity to start the process 
of deciding how we want to 
move forward in unity.

While I am pleased that the Na‘i Aupuni 
Election was finally able to proceed, I was 
surprised to see that the candidates’ names 
were listed on the ballot in a “random-
ized” order and not in alphabetical order. 

Na‘i Aupuni decided to list the all 
candidates in a random order to give 
everyone a chance to be at the top of the 
ballot. While I can understand why they 
made this change, an argument could be 
made about whether the list was truly 
“random.” For example, two of the top 
five names listed on the Oahu ballot were 
OHA employees. I’m sure this was just a 
coincidence, but most voters would agree 
that it seems suspicious. 

According to a Honolulu Star-Adver-
tiser article dated November 3, 2015, 
Hawaiians’ election for constitutional 
convention begins, reported that the Na‘i 
Aupuni election suffered from a rash of 
candidates dropping out and one calling 
the election “fixed.” There have been other 
complaints in the community that OHA is 
trying to control the process. Having OHA 
employees at the top of the ballot doesn’t 
help to dispel this negative impression.

To make matters worse, both of the OHA 
Employees have also run for a seat in past 

OHA Board of Trustees elections, 
giving them more name recogni-
tion in the Hawaiian community 
than candidates who have never 
run in a Hawaiian election.

I believe that Na‘i Aupuni 
should have just done what the 
state election office has been 
doing all along – list the candi-
date names in alphabetical order. 
Voters are used to seeing candi-
date names listed alphabetically 
and it would make it easier for 
them to find the candidates they 
support, especially since Oahu 
voters had to sort through an 

incredible 103 candidates! 
They should have also made it easier for 

Oahu voters by breaking up the island into 
smaller sections (such as rural and urban 
Oahu) with fewer names. Voters on Oahu 
needed a lot of time and stamina to search 
through all those names.

I am surprised that Na‘i Aupuni would 
turn to such a radically different voting 
process than what Hawaii voters are 
used to for such a historically important 
election. There was already a high level 
of scrutiny regarding the integrity of the 
election and I believe they should have 
stuck with what works. Instead, they just 
added to the confusion.

If you have any questions or concerns 
regarding the voting process, please con-
tact Elections America at naiaupuni@
election-america.com or call Elections 
America toll-free at (844) 413-2929.

Aloha Ke Akua. ¢

Interested in Hawaiian issues & OHA? 
Please visit my website at www.rowena 
akana.org for more information or e-mail 
me at rowenaa@oha.org.

The Na‘i Aupuni Election Process

rowena  
akana

Trustee, At-large

Leina‘ala  
ahu Isa, Ph.d.

Trustee, At-large

Do it. Don’t do it.

YEs nO

Don’t do it. Do it but disclose the 
effect of the action to 
shareholders.

YEs nO

is it EtHiCAl?
(To answer, weigh the effect on customers, 
employees, the community, the environment, 
and suppliers against the benefit to the 
shareholders.)

WOuld it bE EtHiCAl nOt  
tO tAKE tHE ACtiOn?
(To answer, weigh the harm or cost that would 
be imposed on shareholders against the costs 
or benefits to other shareholders.)

A decision tree. - Gardner and Constance Bagley, Harvard Business School

from mauka
to makai…
and online!

oha.org

Stay connected.
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T
he end of the year holidays seem 
to arrive so quickly. Seems like 
we just got done paying 
last year’s holiday bills 
and it’s back again! 

Truly, the end of the year 
holiday season, highlighted by 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and 
New Year’s seems a polarizing 
experience. On the one hand we 
try to slow down and get in qual-
ity time with family and friends 
but then we end up on the non-
stop holiday busy-ness and shop 
till you drop train and can’t seem 
to get off. So, by the time Jan. 1 
arrives we need a vacation from 
the vacation we just had? Whew! 
The holidays are hard work!

This year, I’m making a concerted effort 
to slow down the train and make a good 
faith effort to celebrate the holidays as holi-
days were intended to be celebrated.

So the first thing is to hit the re-set button 
and spend some time deliberately reviewing the 
year I had – sorting the good from the bad – and 
moving forward being one year smarter, having 
learned from my mistakes, and making a com-
mitment not to repeat them. A new score card. 

Second, it’s important to make time to 
remember those people who are no longer 
with us. Certainly family and friends but also 
the celebrities who appeared in our living 
rooms on T.V., on the movie screens, and on 
the political stages of the world. These people 
whose images are burned into our memories 

as inseparable from the world as we lived it. 
I shall miss many of them.

Third, now is the time to circle 
the family by gathering together in 
special celebration of the ‘ohana. 
Deliberately let each other know 
how much you love one another. 
Many of us go through the motions 
and say all the right words but tend 
to be distracted by all the holiday 
stuff that swirls around us. This 
year, look each other in the eye, 
embrace, and mean your words. 
Try it. It feels really good.

Fourth, treat the approaching 
New Year as a new beginning. 
Give serious thought to what your 
self-expectations are for 2016. Be 

clear in shaping a few simple goals and get 
yourself mentally ready to take the next steps 
in pursuing your dreams. 

Lastly, ask yourself what does all this end 
of the year hoopla really mean? For me it’s 
the season of aloha. The very nature and 
intent of the holiday season is captured by 
this most wonderful of Hawaiian words. To 
love and respect each other. To extend an 
unconditional hand of friendship – even to 
strangers. To accept responsibility for the 
safety and comfort of others. To cherish 
these beautiful islands and give thanks for 
our time here and now. To understand that 
aloha is a verb to be acted out in ways that 
lifts the human spirit and makes the world 
a better place than we found it. Truly, ‘tis 
the season of aloha. ¢

E 
o e nä ‘öiwi ‘ölino, na pulapula 
a Häloa, mai Hawai‘i a Ni‘ihau, 
puni ke ao mälamalama.  
Mahalo to Scotty Bowman  
for his two recent Ka Wai 

Ola pieces highlighting historic 
endeavors of Native Hawai-
ians  on the Continent. We look 
forward to future mo‘olelo from 
our “RV” travelers, Scotty and 
Lynne. On a note closer to home, 
Ko‘olaupoko Hawaiian Civic 
Club brought the sounds of music 
and mo‘olelo to the Windward 
Mall Center Court with its 2015 
Nä Mele Ko‘olaupoko Song Com-
posers Contest. Congratulations 
to the winners in the Hawaiian 
Spirit Competition: 
Frank Kawaikapuoka-
lani Hewett for ‘O Ka 
Pualeilani ‘Oe, Herman 
Marciel and Mihana 
Souza for Malama 
Honua, and Gwendo-
lyn Lee for He Inoa o 
Kailua, AND the win-
ners in the Professional 
Category: E‘ala Ste-
vens-Britos for Roots 
and Branches, Dwight 
Kana‘e for Mahalo 
Ko‘olau, and Rod 
Martin for Kahalu‘u. 
Also mahalo to the 2015 
Nä Mele Judges: Aaron 
Mahi, Teresa Bright, 
Jerry Santos and Haunani Apoliona and 
to all who attended this community event. 
Check out www.koolaupokohcc.org.

Ka Hale Ho‘äla Hou No Nä Wähine, 
under the directorship of Lorraine Robinson 
with TJ Mahoney & Associates, transitioned 
into their new hale at the YWCA Fernhurst 
on Wilder Avenue. We joined in the bless-
ing of the program with beautiful hula and 
gifted classical concerto played on a por-
table keyboard. Ka Hale Ho‘äla Hou No Nä 
Wähine; celebrating a very inspiring group 
of women. 

On September 18 the Waipä Poi Mill cel-
ebrated their Grand Opening of the Kitchen 
and Hale Imu. A dream come true for the 
residents of Kaua‘i’s north shore and a con-
tinuing commitment to “aloha ‘äina” by the 
Waipä Foundation. It was an honor to have 
been there to see how great it looks. Mahalo 
to all the helping hands that continue to 
“Külia I Ka Nu‘u.”

The 5th graders of Maryknoll School 

ventured out to Waimea Valley to get their 
hands dirty, so to speak. Part of the group 

of 92 students got to till the ‘äina 
and cultivate a small mauka sec-
tion of the valley while the other 
students collected the seedlings 
for planting. After the planting, 
they all hiked up to the falls and 
had a great time watching the 
waterfall and relaxing. Mahalo 
nui to Richard Pezzulo and his 
staff for making the 5th graders’ 
visit memorable.

The movement forward in 
Hawaiian governance toward the 
‘Aha is a historic step for Native 
Hawaiians and for Hawai‘i. The 
names and bios of candidates are 

posted on the Na‘i Aupuni website and 
the voting has already begun. The voting 
ends on November 30. This is history in 
the making for Hawaiians. Efforts in self-
determination are renewed each step of the 
way.

My staff Reynold and Louise, remind 
me that we are moving closer to the hustle 
and bustle of the holidays; waiting in long 
lines, sitting in the “parking lot” of traf-
fic and getting stiff-necked from texting. 
Through it all, Reynold Freitas and Louise 
Yee Hoy and I, would like to wish you and 
your ‘ohana peace and good health always 
and the safest and happiest of holidays. 

We look forward to your continuing sup-
port of our stewardship and efforts on behalf 
of our Native Hawaiian beneficiaries and 
Native Hawaiian Trust.

We anticipate a promising and prosper-
ous 2016. We wish the same for you and 
your ‘ohana.

“Me Ka Malulani a Käkou”. 36/48 ¢

A Time of Aloha E Mau Ko Käkou Lähui E Ho‘omau

Haunani  
apoliona, MsW

Trustee,  
At-large

Peter 
apo

Trustee, O‘ahu

Aide, Reynold Freitas, Trustee, Haunani Apoliona and Aide, Louise Yee Hoy. 
Photo: Francine Murray

Visit oha.org/kwo to sign-up. Or call 808.594.1835
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“W
hen I was but a 
youngster, Christmas 
meant one 
thing; that 
I’d be get-

ting lots of toys that day. I learned 
a whole lot different when Mother 
sat me down and taught me to 
spell Christmas this way.”

C – is for the Christ child born 
upon this day … 

In thinking back to my child-
hood days growing up in Waimea, 
I can remember how festive our 
home was at Christmas. My Papa 
would kalua a pig and my Mom 
and Aunts would prepare the fixins to go with 
a holiday menu. There was always music 
in our home. Ukulele and guitar would be 
readily available for anyone feeling in-the-
mood. It would just take one person to pick 
up an instrument and the kanikapila would 
begin. On Christmas Eve, Parker Ranch had 
a big lüau for all the families that worked for 
the Ranch. A huge Christmas tree was erect-
ed—I have not seen any tree as large as the 
Parker Ranch Christmas Tree for was it sooo 
large because I was sooo small. Every child 
of every employee received a gift under that 
tree. We children waited excitedly until the 
end of the evening when our names were 
called to pick up our gift. The lüau food 
was sooo ‘ono. One item that I remember 
so vividly was the palau or sweet potato 
pudding, which I just loved. The raw stuff 
were scrumptious—‘a’ama, ‘ake, opihi, 
poke with inamona, limu (two kinds—limu 
‘ele’ele and limu kohu). When we were done 
with the Ranch party, our family would go 
house to house in Waimea serenading with 
Christmas carols until midnight. Our music 
would awaken people from their beds and 
bring them to the door to join us. 

Christmas is a wonderful time of the year, 
but let us not forget the purpose for which 
we celebrate. Imagine receiving a visit from 
an Angel telling you that you have been 
chosen to bear the son of God– who will 

walk among us and his kingdom will never 
end. Mary was that person chosen.

H– for herald angels in the 
night. In a land far away in the 
hills and fields outside a little 
town called Bethlehem, the angel 
Gabriel appeared before the shep-
herds that were looking after their 
sheep through the night. 

R– means our Redeemer. 
The angel announced, “Today 
in Bethlehem a Savior has been 
born for you. You will find him 
in a manger.” The baby would be 
named Jesus.

I– means Israel; S– is for the Star that 
shown so bright.

T– is for three wisemen – they who trav-
eled far. The Wise Men followed the star 
towards Judea and when they got to the cap-
ital called Jerusalem they began to ask the 
people where is the child who is born to be 
king of the Jews. Herod, the king of Judea, 
got very angry to think that someone might 
be going to take his place as king. Thus, he 
devised an evil plan to kill the new king.

M– is for the manger where he lay. The 
Wise Men followed the star towards Beth-
lehem until it seemed to stop and shine 
directly down upon the manger. Upon enter-
ing, they bowed down and worshipped him. 
The Wise Men spread gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh.  So we learn gift-giving at 
Christmas from the three Wise Men. 

A– is for all he stands for; S– means 
shepherds came; and that’s why there’s a 
Christmas Day. 

Please remember the significance of 
Christmas.

Love your ‘Ohana! Know that Families 
are Forever! Mele Kalikimaka a Hau‘oli 
Makahiki Hou! ¢

By Davianna Pömaika‘i McGregor, PhD

H
ave you or someone 
you know received 
a Native Hawaiian 
scholarship for college 
or job training? Have 

you received health benefits at a 
Native Hawaiian health program? 
Have you ever received a benefit or 
service from an ali‘i trust, Hawai-
ian agency or institution? Have 
you accessed military-controlled 
or national park land for cultural 
practices? Do you exercise Native 
Hawaiian traditional and custom-
ary rights for subsistence, cultural 
or religious purposes on private or 
public land? 

Are you a Hawaiian homesteader? Have 
you received a federal loan for your home 
or improvements on your lot? Are you 
a Hawaiian small business with special 
standing as a native corporation? Have you 
received a federal grant to provide services 
to Native Hawaiians? 

If you answered YES to any of the above 
questions, then your answer to the title 
question should be YES - we do need our 
own government and a DOI rule. Why? 
Because all of these benefits and rights 
provided for Native Hawaiians under the 
federal government and the Hawai‘i con-
stitution are exposed to litigation claiming 
they are race-based, unless we have our own 
government which has a relationship with 
the federal government. 

Perhaps you think that our Native Hawai-
ian programs, services and land trusts are 
all secure? NO. They continue to be chal-
lenged. Since the Supreme Court’s 2000 
ruling in Rice v Cayetano, there have been 
seven (7) challenges to our rights claim-
ing that they are race-based. The attorneys 
and experts who defended Native Hawai-
ian rights in these cases advise that the 
establishment of a Native Government and 
a government-to-government relationship 
with the U.S. is necessary to protect our 
lands and our rights, especially because of 
the conservative shift in Congress and the 

U.S. Supreme Court.
AND let’s be clear, having Native 

Hawaiians re-establish a govern-
ment-to-government relationship 
with the federal government will 
in no way take away the right of 
Native Hawaiians to exercise our 
self-determination in concert with 
the non-Hawaiian citizens of the 
Kingdom of Hawai‘i (the nation-
state of Hawai‘i) and choose to be 
independent of the U.S. 

As the indigenous people of 
Hawai‘i, we have a right to form 
our own government within the 
United States AND we will have 
the right to have our own Native 
Hawaiian government within an 
independent nation of Hawai‘i. 

Native Hawaiians are now only 21% of 
Hawai‘i’s population. Gaining indepen-
dence for Hawai‘i as a whole would not 
directly benefit Native Hawaiians, unless 
we have our own government to protect our 
lands, language, culture and heritage. 

Let us ask the advocates of independence 
for Hawai‘i who oppose having Native 
Hawaiians form our own government the 
following questions - what lands will be 
set aside for Native Hawaiians to control 
and manage under the independent Hawai‘i 
government? Will the ali‘i trusts be able to 
provide preference in their services to Native 
Hawaiians? Will Native Hawaiian custom-
ary and traditional practices continue to be 
protected? Will Hawaiian language con-
tinue to be an official language? How can 
our rights be guaranteed under an indepen-
dent Hawaiian government where Native 
Hawaiians will be a minority? 

 To fulfill our kuleana to protect Native 
Hawaiian rights, lands, culture and benefits, 
we need our own government and the DOI 
rule to open a pathway for a government-
to-government relationship with the U.S.! 
Aloha … Aloha ‘äina. (For more informa-
tion please see imuahawaii.org) ¢

Dr. McGregor is a professor of Ethnic 
Studies at UH-Mänoa and a longtime member 
of the Protect Kaho‘olawe ‘Ohana

What Christmas Means To Me Do We Need Our Own Government and a DOI Rule?

Carmen “Hulu”  
Lindsey

Trustee, Maui

Colette Y.  
Machado

Trustee Moloka‘i  
and La-na‘i

Visit oha.org/kwo to sign-up. Or call 808.594.1835

Get the latest in Native Hawaiian, news, features and eventsGet the latest in Native Hawaiian, news, features and events

sign-up. Or call 808.594.1835

Start your holidays with 
a free subscription today!
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2016
KAUHOLA KAPAHI – ‘Ohana 
Reunion. August 5-7th, 2016. Maui 
Island. “A‘ohe Hana Nui Ke Alu 
‘ia.”We invite all Kauhola ‘Ohana. 
Accepting family dues now through 
May 2016. Families include par-
ents and children 17 and under. All 
adult children 18 and older must 
pay separate dues. Please contact 
Momilani and Charles Thompson 
at 808-572-9079 or POB 790534 
Paia, HI 96779 for all inquiries. Also 

please visit us on www.facebook.
com/Kauholastrong for upcoming 
family reunion information.

KINIMAKA – “E Ho‘i I Ke Kumu 
– Let’s All Return to the Source” 
This notice is to allow the descen-
dants of Welo Ali‘i Chief Keaweamahi 
Kinimaka and his wife Pa‘i, their son 
Lt. Colonel David Leleo Kinimaka and 
his wife Hannah Keola and their chil-
dren; Samuel Leleo Kinimaka, Mary 
Ha‘aheo Leleo Kinimaka-Atcherley, 
Alice Kehaulani Leleo Kinimaka-

Spencer, Rebecca Kekiionohi Leleo 
Kinimaka-Apana, Mathias Percival 
Ho‘olulu Kinimaka as well as the 
descendants of Matilda Leleo-Kauwe 
and John Ka‘elemakule Sr. (grand-
son of Kinimaka) to plan and pre-
pare for our 2016 Kinimaka ‘Ohana 
reunion slated for July 1 – July 5, 
2016 to be held in Kailua-Kona, 
Hawai‘i Island. Website under con-
struction. Contact Kaniu Kinimaka-
Stocksdale at email: kaniu@coconut 
woman.me or call 808-313-1598 for 
more info. ‘O wau no me ka ha‘a ha‘a.

NAINOA/ LONOKAHIKINI 
– Aloha mai käkou descendants 
of Samuel Kalunahelu Nainoa 
and Eugenia Maude Lonokahikini 
Brotherhood. We invite all ‘ohana 
to Summer 2016 Reunion in Laie. 
Group register on Facebook or 
email: Donna Makaiwi - donmak808 
@yahoo.com or Cynthia Maio-
hileilani2@yahoo.com. Let’s hui our 
talents and mana‘o for an awesome 
‘ohana experience.

‘IMI ‘OHANA - 
FAMILY SEARCH

AKAU – Looking for information 
on my great-grandmother Akula Inez 
Akau. Her son John Piilani Kailikea 
and husband Kalama Kailikea. She 
also married Joseph K. Woodward. 
Please call me, Nathan Piilani 
Kailikea, at cell 381-8658 or email 
natepiilani@gmail.com. Thank you 
very much. ¢

E na- ‘ohana Hawai‘i: If you are planning a reunion or looking for genealogical information, Ka Wai Ola will print your listing at no charge on a space-available basis. Listings should 
not exceed 200 words. OHA reserves the right to edit all submissions for length. Send your information by mail, or e-mail kwo@OHA.org. E ola na- mamo a Ha- loa! 

Ho‘oHui ‘oHana
fAMiLY reuNiONS

E Ö Mai KULEANA LAND HOLDERS
THE KULEANA LAND TAX ordinances in the City and County of Honolulu, County of Hawai‘i, 
County of Kaua‘i and County of Maui allow eligible owners to pay minimal property taxes 
each year. Applications are on each county’s web site.

For more information on the Kuleana Tax Ordinance or for genealogy verifi cation requests, 
please contact 808.594.1967 or email kuleanasurvey@oha.org.

All personal data, such as names, locations and descriptions of Kuleana Lands will be kept secure and used solely for the purposes of this attempt to perpetuate Kuleana rights and possession.

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i
oha.org

Register with us today: hiptac.ecenterdirect.com for the following free services:

COLOR SWATCHES

LOGO WITH WHITE BORDER

LOGO REVERSED IN BLUE

 
ptac@hookipaipai.org or 808-596-8990 ext. 1009

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i

For more information, please visit 
www.oha.org/cmlp or call, 

(808) 594-1823 or email 
lareinam@oha.org

The OHA Consumer Micro Loan Program is designed to provide low cost loans 
to Native Hawaiians who are experiencing temporary fi nancial hardship as 
a result of unforeseen events, or who wish to enhance their careers.

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i

www.oha.org

$7,500
Loans are available up to

The OHA Consumer Micro Loan Program is designed to provide low cost loans The OHA Consumer Micro Loan Program is designed to provide low cost loans 

LIFE IS FULL OF
SURPRISES

APPLY TODAY AT 



GIFT HOPE: HÖKÜLE‘A & the Worldwide Voyage 
are about coming together to perpetuate the 
things we love. Express this aloha by gifting 
voyage merchandise: hokulea.myshopify.com.

GORDON THE JEWELER is offering Wahine 
and Kane Padddlers jewelry in various pre-
cious metals, thru his website www.gordonthe 
jeweler.com. Selected custom-made “one of a 
kind” pieces are also offered. View photos at 
Gordon’s website. Updates on future products 
now in the works include earrings, bracelets 
and Koa pendants inlayed with silver and gold 
paddlers, for that special occasion. Credit 
cards accepted. 

HOMES WITH ALOHA - Breathtaking views 
-Këökea/ Kula Maui 2.9 acres AG $135,000. 
Leasehold - Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R)  
295-4474 Williams Keller Honolulu.

HOMES WITH ALOHA - Kapolei/ Maluohai 3 
bdrm/2 bath single level home. Priced to sell. 
$365,000. Leasehold-Charmaine I. Quilit Poki 
(R) 295-4474 Keller Williams Honolulu.

HOMES WITH ALOHA - Kona 2 bdrm/1 bath, 
granite countertops, upgraded appliances, PV 
$265,000. Leasehold - Charmaine I. Quilit Poki 
(R) 295-4474 Williams Keller Honolulu. 

HOMES WITH ALOHA - Maui- Build your dream 
home, 37,000 sq. ft. lot with breathtaking 
views. $85,000. Leasehold - Charmaine I. Quilit 
Poki (R) 295-4474 Williams Keller Honolulu.

HOMES WITH ALOHA - Maku‘u 5 acres $30,000/
offer, Panaewa 10 acres $130,000. Leasehold - 
Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474 Williams 
Keller Honolulu.

HOMES WITH ALOHA - Nänäkuli 22,000 s.f. lot 
on Farrington Hwy., home needs TLC. $265,000. 
Leasehold-Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R)  
295-4474 Keller Williams Honolulu.

KÄNAKA MAOLI flags and regular Hawaiian 
flags (large 3'x5') for your truck, boat or house 
($10.00 each), hand flags (12"x18"), special 
T-shirts and tank tops with the royal crest, 
island T-shirts for your island from $10.00, 
Känaka Maoli Pledge & Hawaiian Flag Code 
posters, stickers, window decals, banners. 
Order via www.kanakamaolipower.org or  
808-332-5220. 

KULA, WAIOHULI DHHL 3/2 Home on 0.761 
acres, see at www.ipropertiesmaui.com or call 
Edwina Pennington R(S) NextHome Pacific 
Properties 808-291-6823. 

LOCATION! LOCATION! Panaewa, Hilo (near 
airport) Large hone on 5.003 acres, near 
malls and shopping. Edwina Pennington R(S)  
808-291-6823 www.ipropertiesmaui.com. 

LOOKING FOR: 5 to 10 Acres of commercial or 
mercantile property. Contact: kawika96734@
yahoo.com or 808-861-5507. 

LOOKING FOR THAT PERFECT GIFT. Give a 
Hawaiian Astrological Art work of your/ their 
birth-sign. Call 623-239-9925 or email 
dakuartNimages@gmail.com. 

MELE KALIKIMAKA and Hauoli Makahikihou - 
mahalo, God bless everyone each and every 
day. Barbara L. Kennedy “Bobbie” (RA) Graham 
Realty, Inc. 808-221-6570.

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? 
Call Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474. 
Keller Williams Honolulu. To view current list-
ings go to my website HomesWithAloha.com. 
Call or email me at Charmaine.QuilitPoki@
gmail.com to learn more about homeowner-
ship. Mahalo nui. Specialize in fee simple & 
homestead properties, 29 years.

PROPERTY WANTED   20,000   40,000 SQ FT 
Warehouse with 5 acres land connected. 
Contact: kawika96734@yahoo.com or  
808-861-5507.

Classified ads only $12.50 - Type or clearly write your ad of no more than 175 characters (includ-
ing spaces and punctuation) and mail, along with a check for $12.50, to: Ka Wai Ola Classifieds, 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817. Make check 
payable to OHA. (We cannot accept credit cards.) Ads and payment must be received by the 15th 
for the next month's edition of Ka Wai Ola. Send your information by mail, or e-mail kwo@oha.
org with the subject “Makeke/Classified.” OHA reserves the right to refuse any advertisement, for 
any reason, at our discretion.
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HoNoLuLu
560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Ste. 200, 

Honolulu, HI 96817
Phone: 808.594.1888 
Fax: 808.594.1865

easT HaWaI‘I (HILo)
NeW address:

Wailoa Plaza, Suite 20-CDE 
399 Hualani Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Phone: 808.920.6418 
Fax: 808.920.6421

WesT HaWaI‘I (KoNa)
75-1000 Henry St., Ste. 205

Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Phone: 808.327.9525 
Fax: 808.327.9528

MoLoKa‘I
Ku-lana ‘O

-
iwi, P.O. Box 1717

Kaunakakai, HI 96748
Phone: 808.560.3611 
Fax: 808.560.3968

LāNa‘I
P.O. Box 631413, 

Lāna’i City, HI 96763
Phone: 808.565.7930 

Fax: 808.565.7931

Kaua‘I / NI‘IHau
4405 Kukui Grove St., Ste. 103

Lı̄ hu‘e, HI 96766-1601
Phone: 808.241.3390 
Fax: 808.241.3508

MauI
33 Lono Ave., Suite 480
Kahului, HI 96732-1636
Phone: 808.873.3364 

Fax: 808.873.3361

WasHINGToN, d.C.
We’ve moved!

211 K Street NE
Washington D.C., 20002

New phone: 202.506.7238
New fax: 202-629-4446

oHa
offICes

CHARMAINE QUILIT POKI

CALL: 808.295.4474

HomeswithAloha.Com

Charmaine.QuilitPoki@gmail.com

REALTOR®, CRS,  SRES

1347 Kapiolani  Blvd., 3rd Floor, Honolulu HI 96814

Serving Hawaii's families for 29 years 

Homes with Aloha Team-

Service with A WOW!
Call Today! FREE Information.

Home is where the wealth is.

RB-15988







Our Hawaiian ancestors understood that the well-being of 
our community rested upon the inter-relationship of how we 
conduct ourselves, steward the islands we call home, and 
fulfill the responsibility of caring for our families, all within 
the physical and spiritual realms. They also understood that 
successfully maintaining lōkahi meant careful observation, 
knowledge gathering, and informed decision making to 
achieve pono. OHA is striving to embrace this time-tested 
wisdom through our Strategic Plan.
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“Ho‘oulu Lāhui Aloha” - To Raise a Beloved Nation. OHA’s vision 
statement blends the thoughts and leadership of both King Kalākaua, 
and his sister, Queen Lili‘uokalani. Both faced tumultuous times as we 
do today, and met their challenges head on. “Ho‘oulu Lāhui” was King 

Kalākaua’s motto. “Aloha” expresses the high values of Queen Lili‘uokalani.

To mālama (protect) Hawai‘i’s people and environmental resources 
and OHA’s assets, toward ensuring the perpetuation of the culture, 
the enhancement of lifestyle and the protection of entitlements of 

Native Hawaiians, while enabling the building of a strong and healthy 
Hawaiian people and nation, recognized nationally and internationally.

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs is a public agency with a high degree of 
autonomy. OHA is responsible for improving the well-being of 

Native Hawaiians.
OHA is governed by a Board of Trustees made up of nine members who 

are elected statewide for four-year terms to set policy for the agency.
OHA is administered by a Ka Pouhana (Chief Executive Officer) who is 

appointed by the Board of Trustees to oversee a staff of about 170 people.



‘Ōlelo a ka luna ho‘omalu ‘ Ōlelo a ka luna ho‘okele
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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION DREAM COMES TRUE
WHEN A CHILD ENTERS KINDERGARTEN, they must be ready to 

learn. But for many, access to affordable childhood education can 
be only a dream. Enter U‘ilani Corr-Yorkman, the executive director 
of the Ha-loalaunuia-kea Early Learning Center. She opened her 
center to be “culturally based to be able to not only teach Hawaiian 
values and traditions, but also kindergarten readiness.” 

The former teacher in the Department of Education wanted the center to 
be affordable for parents but to also ensure students were ready to learn.

So she turned to OHA to get a Mālama Loan. Since 2013, 
two classes of children have graduated, and she reports the 
children are doing well in school – in one case, a child was 
immediately promoted from kindergarten to the first grade. 



HELPING HAWAIIANS GET HOUSING
“I never chose to be homeless,” said Jewlynn Keli, a Native 

Hawaiian mother of four. “Just like my mom and dad, I worked hard 
and thought that would get me by.” But then she had to quit her job 
to take care of her husband and the couple moved to Tennessee. 
When they returned they couldn’t find affordable housing. Keli turned 
to Hawaii Community Assets. Funded in part by OHA, HCA has made 
it a priority to respond to the surge in homelessness by assisting 
low income Hawaiians who have been affected by the crisis. “We 
empower them to use their own cultural knowledge of traditional 
resource management. This becomes their blueprint for wise money 
management they can use to realize their goals of returning to 
permanent housing,” said Jeff Gilbreath, HCA executive director.

Keli credits HCA’s programs for helping achieve 
her goal of stable housing for her family.



MAKING STRIDES IN SUSTAINABILITY
IT IS A BEAUTIFUL MISTY MORNING in He‘eia and 
Kanekoa Kukea-Schultz looks over acres of taro land.

“We talk about food security, this is it,” Kukea-Schultz says.
Kukea-Schultz is the executive director of the non-profit Kāko‘o 

‘Ōiwi, a 405-acre plot of land that is the site of what just might 
become a pivotal part of the future of a sustainable Hawai‘i.  

In a project funded in part by OHA, the organization hopes to convert 
the land to cultivate taro and vegetables and to raise livestock.

The hope of Kāko‘o ‘Ōiwi is that as the land is restored with native 
intelligence, native species such as the endangered Hawaiian 
stilt, or ae‘o, will return to live in a symbiotic relationship within the 
moku: from the lo‘i, to the kalo, to the ae‘o and finally the kanaka.



A COMMISSIONED STUDY
ADVOCACY COMMISSIONED A STUDY on the international law and 
policy relating to the situation of the Native Hawaiian people.  Law 
Professors James Anaya and Robert Williams wrote the report for 
the study that concluded, “a government-to-government relationship 
of the type contemplated by the proposed federal rule would in all 
likelihood strengthen, and would almost certainly not impede, the 
ability of the Native Hawaiian people to utilize international law and 
politics to advocate for improved conditions and for a future where 
Hawaii’s land and society better reflect the values of its first people.”
View the report at mooaupuni.org.

REGISTERING NATIVE HAWAIIANS
THE HAWAIIAN REGISTRY PROGRAM helped register roughly 400 Native 
Hawaiians in the months of September and October 2015.  The names of Native 
Hawaiians who signed-up (and did not opt-out) with the Hawaiian Registry Program 
were transferred to the Native Hawaiian Roll Commission.  These Native Hawaiians 
are eligible to vote in the election of convention delegates for Native Hawaiian 
nation-building. The deadline to register was Oct. 15 and voting began Nov. 1, 2015.



SPENDING LIMIT � $52,892,434

APPROVED BUDGET � $49,972,480
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THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS’ grants and sponsorship 
programs is a cornerstone of the agency’s community giving.

In FY 2015, OHA awarded $10.3 million to programs across the state 
that are as diverse as the community needs they serve.

The difference between the amount listed on this page and grant 
budget expenditures is primarily due to timing of grant payments.

GRANTS

CULTURE
$591,330 
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS

ï
ï

ï

‘AHAHUI EVENT GRANTS

EDUCATION
$3,463,987
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS

‘AHAHUI EVENT GRANTS

GOVERNANCE
$220,804
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS

HEALTH
$943,507
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS

Culture 
Education

Governance
Health

Housing
Improve Family Lifestyle

Income
Land

GRANTS TOTAL

$591,330
$3,463,987 
$220,804 
$943,507 
$3,400,000 
$409,000 
$500,000 
$746,510 

$10,275,138



‘AHAHUI EVENT GRANTS

HOUSING
$3,400,000 
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS

IMPROVE FAMILY 
LIFESTYLE
$409,000
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS

‘AHAHUI EVENT GRANTS

INCOME
$500,000
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS

LAND
$746,510
PROGRAMMATIC GRANTS ‘AHAHUI EVENT GRANTS



THE OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS sponsors events that 
address the needs of the Native Hawaiian Community.

Sponsorships are generally awarded to support various 
community events that serve or support Native Hawaiians or 
increase awareness of Hawaiian culture and history.

The difference between the amount listed on this page and 
sponsorship expenditures is primarily due to timing of spon-
sorship payments.

SPONSORSHIPS

Culture 
Education

Governance
Health

Economic Self-Sufficiency 
Land

GRANTS TOTAL

$164,100
$11,800
$169,870
$29,400 
$13,500
$70,679

$459,349
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Offi  ce of Hawaiian Aff airs  |  State of Hawai‘i

2015 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - BALANCE SHEET/GOVERNMENT-WIDE STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS

June 30, 2015 (Dollars in thousands)

*Represents results of fi scal year ending December 31, 2014.

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

Adjustments

Government-
wide

Statement
of Net Assets

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

Total
General

Fund
Public

Land Trust
Federal
Grants Other

Ho‘okele
Pono LLC*

Hi‘ilei
Aloha LLC*ASSETS

Petty cash  $-    $1  $-    $-    $-    $6  $7  $-    $7 
Cash in State Treasury  673  4,946  -    -    -    -    5,619  -    5,619 
Cash in banks  -    8,968  9,463  710 98  2,284  21,523  -    21,523 
Cash held by investment manager  -    931  1,790  -    -    -    2,721  -    2,721 
Restricted cash  -    -    112  -    -    -    112  -    112 
Accounts receivable  -    8,001  200  8 195  220  8,624  -    8,624 
Due from State of Hawaii  -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -   
Due from other fund  -    -    -    -    -    143  143  143 
Interest and dividends receivable  -    1  53  -    -    -    54  -    54 
Inventory, prepaid items and other assets  -    349  -    -   1  153  503  226  729 
Notes receivable - due within one year  -    316  3,673  -    -    -    3,989  -    3,989 
Notes receivable - due after one year  -    952  7,584  -    -    -    8,536  -    8,536 

Security deposits  -    151  -    -    -    -    151  -    151 
Investments  -    348,692  4,817  -    -    -    353,509  -    353,509 
Capital assets - net  -    -    -    -    -    -    -    254,879  254,879 

TOTAL  $673  $373,308  $27,692  $718  $294  $2,806  $405,491  $255,105  $660,596 



Offi  ce of Hawaiian Aff airs  |  State of Hawai‘i

2015 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS - BALANCE SHEET/GOVERNMENT-WIDE STATEMENT OF NET ASSETS

June 30, 2015 (Dollars in thousands)

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

Government-
wide

Statement
of Net Assets

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

LIABILITIES AND
FUND BALANCES/NET ASSETS

General
Fund

Public
Land Trust

Federal
Grants Other

Ho‘okele
Pono LLC*

Hi‘ilei
Aloha LLC* Total Adjustments

Liabilities
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  $260  $5,302  $57  $-    $23  $492  $6,134  $-    $6,134 
Due to State of Hawaii  -    595  300  -    -    -  895  -    895 
Due to other fund  -    -    -    -    143  -  143  -    143 
Long-term liabilities:

Due within one year  -    -    -    -    -    -  -    1,038  1,038 
Due after one year  -    -    -    -    -    -  -    29,834  29,834 

Total liabilities  260  5,897  357  -    166  492  7,172  30,872  38,044 

Fund Balances/Net Assets
Fund balances

Nonspendable
Prepaid items & security deposits  -    500  -    -    1  153  654  (654)  -   

Restricted for:
Benefi ciary advocacy  -    -    95  -    -    -  95  (95)  -   
Native Hawaiian loan programs  -    -    19,770  -    -    -  19,770  (19,770)  -   
Long-term portion of notes receivable  -    -    7,584  -    -    -  7,584  (7,584)  -   

Committed to:
DHHL-issued revenue bonds  -    39,341  -    -    -    -  39,341  (39,341)  -   

Assigned to:  -    -   
Support services  256  5,714  -    -    -    -  5,970  (5,970)  -   
Benefi ciary advocacy  175  8,142  -    718  -    -  9,035  (9,035)  -   
Ho’okele Pono LLC  -    -    -    -    127  -  127  (127)  -   
Hi‘ilei Aloha LLC  -    -    -    -    -    2,161  2,161  (2,161)  -   
Long-term portion of notes receivable  -    952  -    -    -    -  952  (952)  -   
Public Land Trust  -    312,762  -    -    -    -  312,762  (312,762)  -   

Unassigned  (18)  -    (114)  -    -    -  (132)  132  -   

Total fund balances  413  367,411  27,335  718  128  2,314  398,319  (398,319)  -   
 

Total liabilities & fund balances  $673  $373,308  $27,692  $718  $294  $2,806  $405,491 
 -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -   

Net Assets  -    -    -    -    -    -    -   

Invested in capital assets, net of related debt  254,694 
Restricted - federal funds  27,335 
Unrestricted  340,523 

TOTAL NET ASSETS  $622,552 

*Represents results of fi scal year ending December 31, 2014.



Offi  ce of Hawaiian Aff airs  |  State of Hawai‘i

2015 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
 STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCES/GOVERNMENT-WIDE STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

June 30, 2015 (Dollars in thousands)

GOVERNMENTAL FUNDS

Adjustments

Government-
wide

Statement
of Activities

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

General
Fund

Public
Land Trust

Federal
Grants Other

Ho‘okele
Pono LLC*

Hi‘ilei
Aloha LLC* Total

EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES
Current divisions:

Board of Trustees  $41  $2,440  $-    $-    $-    $-    $2,481  $-    $2,481 
Support services  1,385  18,660  -    15  -    -    20,060  (135)  19,925 
Benefi ciary advocacy  1,277  19,707  1,082  942  -    -    23,008  -    23,008 

Depreciation  -    -    -    -    -    -    -    2,449  2,449 
Ho’okele Pono LLC  -    -    -    -    394  -    394  -    394 
Hi‘ilei Aloha LLC  -    -    -    -    -    5,751  5,751  (94)  5,657 

TOTAL EXPENDITURES/EXPENSES  2,703  40,807  1,082  957  394  5,751  51,694  2,220  53,914 

Program revenues
Charges for services  -    -    600  -    -    -    600  -  600 
Operating grants  -    -    253  -    200  -    453  -  453 
Interest and investment earnings  -    -    8  -    -    -    8  -  8 

TOTAL PROGRAM REVENUES  -    -    861  -    200  -    1,061  -  1,061 

Net program (expenses) revenue  (2,703)  (40,807)  (221)  (957)  (194)  (5,751)  (50,633)  (2,220)  (52,853)

General revenues
Appropriations, net of lapses  2,741  -    -    -    -    -    2,741  -    2,741 
Public land trust  -    21,324  -    -    -    -    21,324  -    21,324 
Interest and investment (losses) earnings  -    1,195  -    -    -    -    1,195  -    1,195 
Newspaper advertisements  -    -    -    70  -    -    70  -    70 
Donations and other  -    695  15  -    -    -    710  -    710 
Hi‘ilei Aloha LLC  -    -    -    -    -    4,059  4,059  4,059 
Non-imposed fringe benefi ts  205  -    -    -    -    -    205  -    205 

TOTAL GENERAL REVENUES  2,946  23,214  15  70  -    4,059  30,304  -    30,304 

EXCESS OF (DEFICIENCY) 
REVENUES OVER EXPENDITURES  $243  $(17,593)  $(206)  $(887)  $(194)  $(1,692)  $(20,329)  $(2,220)  $(22,549)

Other fi nancing sources (uses)
Proceeds from debt  1,589  1,589  (1,589)  - 
Net transfers (to) from other funds  -  (721)  -  721  188  2,652  2,840  -  2,840 

Net change in fund balance/net assets  243  (16,725)  (206)  (166)  (6)  960  (15,900)  (3,809)  (19,709)

Fund balance/net assets
Beginning of year  170  384,136  27,541  884  134  1,354  414,219  228,042  642,261 

END OF YEAR  $413  $367,411  $27,335  $718  $128  $2,314  $398,319  $224,233  $622,552 

*Represents results of fi scal year ending December 31, 2014.
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