
t h e  l i v i n g  w at e r  o f  o h a  www.oha.org/kwo

‘Apelila (April) 2012 | Vol. 29, No. 4

Richard Ha of Hämäkua Springs in Hilo grows hydroponic tomatoes and crops of bananas, pineapple,  
lettuce, zucchini and ginger that are sold in markets on four islands. – Photo: Baron Sekiya  
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food self-sufficiency  

on Hawai‘i Island
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Hawaiian talk radio

Sundays 8 to 9 a.m. on Hawaiian 105 KINE, AM940, 
Oceanic Digital Cable stations 855 & 856, live around 
the world at www.Hawaiian105.com (HST), or on 
demand at www.NaOiwiOlino.com.

Hawai‘i’s most listened to

Tune in for the hottest in Hawaiian issues.
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on Hawai‘i Island, a growing mindset  
to return to an era – figuratively, if not 

literally – of backyard gardens
– Photo: baron sekiya
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organizations, get your free 
 checkups here pagE 12
the Ho‘okahua capacity-building Program is helping 
organizations build firm foundations for  
long-term sustainability
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by Kekoa enomoto

A
n Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs Mälama Loan 
has helped Ali‘i Kula 
Lavender realize the 
sweet fragrance of suc-

cess.
Located in Upcountry Maui, Ali‘i 

Kula Lavender grows 55,000 laven-
der plants representing 45 varieties 
neatly landscaped on 13 1/2 acres 
with a bicoastal view.

A prime example of agritour-
ism, the company offers farm tours; 
plant-related classes; a dining area; 
picturesque venues for weddings 
and other functions; and a shop 
offering a spectrum of handsomely 
packaged, lavender-laced prod-
ucts.

OHA officials indicated the farm 
is a stellar Mälama Loan recipient.

Lani Medina Weigert, co-
founding president of Ali‘i Kula 
Lavender, said OHA’s loan helped 
them increase inventory before the 
holiday rush. “Generating more 
cash during a very small window is 
difficult for most businesses,” she 
said. 

“OHA helped us financially to 
produce more of our merchandise 
within a six-week time period, so 
we could be prepared to fully stock 
our shelves for the holidays. With-
out OHA, we would have missed 
this once-a-year opportunity … 
which increased our overall reve-
nues and helped us pay off debt and 
strengthen our profits,” she said.

Company principals Weigert and 
the late Ali‘i Chang received from 
OHA not only loan funds, but also 

business advice.
“Through OHA’s guidance, we 

adopted a practice of disciplined 
spending and focused revenue 
generation,” Weigert said. “OHA 
helped us build a solid foundation 
that allowed us to pull through 
tough financial times and become 
more sustainable as a business.”

Most businesses that receive 
financial help also need further 
financial guidance, so they can sus-
tain the progress the initial infusion 
of monies makes, she said. 

“OHA didn’t just give us money, 
they checked in with us and offered 
more assistance to ensure the help 
we received made a lasting differ-
ence. And it did!” she enthused. 
“We are on our way to becoming 
debt-free in the near future.”

Business partner Ali‘i Chang, a 
veteran tropical flower grower, died 
April 13, 2011, leaving a legacy of 
community engagement as well as 
beauty.

He “continues to be remem-
bered for his jovial and welcoming 
personality to whoever met him,” 
Weigert said. “I can still see him 
riding on his (golf) cart through 
the farm picking up guests along 
the way and sharing his perspec-
tive of life on this farm he loved so 
much.”

Part of Chang’s legacy was to 
introduce business aspects of farm-
ing to Maui High School agriculture 
students. A year ago, he, Weigert 
and her daughter, Pomai Weigert, 
had invited “105 students (to) visit 
our farm with hopes to inspire them 
to set a career in agriculture,” Lani 

Weigert recounted. “Ali‘i knew that 
to sustain our food security in the 
future, we’d need a lot more farm-
ers. He wanted to give back to the 
community by sharing his knowl-
edge and passion for agriculture 
with the next generation.”

She said the initial school group 
included more than 70 percent 
part-Hawaiian youths, many at-
risk students, a few females – and 
many with 2.0 grade-point averages 
or lower.

The students took field trips 
arranged in collaboration with 
Häli‘imaile Pineapple Co., Maui 
County Farm Bureau, Maui Eco-
nomic Development Board, and 
the Culinary Academy and Agricul-
ture Department at the University 
of Hawai‘i Maui College, Weigert 
said.

Likely motivated by the range of 
agriculture-related opportunities, 
a group of 75 Maui High agricul-
ture students participated this year 
“holding an average grade-point 
average of 2.9, with 20 percent 
more females enrolling into the 
program and over 20 percent going 
on to college,” Weigert said.

Meanwhile, Chang’s son, For-
rest Kekoa “Koa” Chang, 29, has 
stepped in, assuming the role of 
general manager at Ali‘i Kula Lav-
ender and continuing the farm’s 
emphasis on community engage-
ment.

“Partnership is a key compo-
nent,” he noted. “My dad and Lani’s 
philosphy is to use other people’s 
expertise, particularly when they 
are good at making an item, to use  

their skill and incorporate lavender 
to create a product that is exclu-
sively ours. Basically a relationship 
is formed.”

Thus, the farm involves local 
firms to manufacture lavender-
infused items under the Ali‘i Kula 

Lavender brand. Products include 
Lavender Chocolate Gelato by 
‘Ono Gelato Co. in Pä‘ia – “very 
rich, creamy, smooth and ‘onoli-
cious,” Weigert described; Lavender 

on the slopes of Kula, 
everything’s coming up lavender
From a school ag program to partnerships with 
local businesses, Ali‘i Kula lavender furthers the 
vision of its late founder

Ali‘i KulA lAvender FArm

Address: 1100 Waipoli Road, Kula, HI  96790
Phone: (808) 878-3004
Website: aklmaui.com

mälAmA loAn

To learn more about OHA’s Mälama Loan, which offers business, educa-
tion, home-improvement and debt-consolidation loans, contact Robert 
Crowell  at (808) 594-1924  or robertc@oha.org.

Website: oha.org/malamaloan

Ali‘i Kula Lavender, which spans 13-plus acres, in Upcountry Maui partners with local busi-
nesses to create lavender-infused foods and products, which are sold online and at its Kula 
store. – Courtesy: J. Anthony Martinez
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to restore 
pono and 
ea, native 
hawaiians 
will achieve 
self-gover-
nance, after 
which the 
assets of  
oha will be  
transferred 
to the new  
governing 
entity.
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by mary alice milham

H
awai‘i families may have a better bridge 
to self-sufficiency through an effort by the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs to increase or 
eliminate asset limits for federal public-
assistance programs.

Senate Bill 2178 would require the state Depart-
ment of Human Services to conduct a study on the 
effect that increasing or eliminating the limits would 
have on its beneficiaries as well as DHS, which 
administers the programs. Under the bill, the depart-
ment would report its findings and recommendations 
20 days prior to the 2013 Legislature. 

The legislation is advancing at a time when OHA 
is developing an initiative aimed at improving the 
economic well-being of Native Hawaiians.

“We see our efforts to increase asset limits as an 
important first step towards Native Hawaiians achiev-
ing greater economic self-sufficiency,” said ‘Auli‘i 
George, OHA Public Policy Advocate.

Asset limits have been targeted for reform nation-

wide. Instead of providing a way out of poverty, the 
limits have tended to keep families in it – causing 
them to divest themselves of savings in order to 
qualify for benefits, rather than building the assets 
they need to permanently move into self-sufficiency, 
according to the bill. 

Hawai‘i’s asset limit of $5,000 for some public-
assistance programs has not changed since it was 
established, leaving no room for inflation or the 
impacts of the nationwide recession of the past five 
years. 

For Native Hawaiians, the impact of the asset limit 
is far-reaching. 

According to a DHS 2010 legislative report, Native 
Hawaiians make up 41 percent of recipients of the 
federal benefits program known as TANF, or Tem-
porary Assistance for Needy Families.

As a part of OHA’s legislative package, SB 2178 
originally called for increasing TANF limits from 

Bill calls for study on asset 
limits for welfare programs

Land 
proposal 
advances  
in house
by Garett Kamemoto

A 
bill to resolve longstand-
ing claims for past-due 
revenues owed to the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
is steadily advancing 

through the state Legislature. The 
full Senate voted overwhelmingly 
to approve the bill and send it to the 
House of Representatives for further 
consideration. 

At press time, three House com-
mittees had voted to approve Senate 
Bill 2783, sending it to the House 
Finance Committee for further con-
sideration.

Gov. Neil Abercrombie has person-
ally appeared before the Legislature 
to tout his proposal to transfer to 
OHA 10 parcels of mostly waterfront 
property in Kaka‘ako Makai valued 
at an estimated $200 million. 

The plan could potentially provide 
OHA with an economic boost to help 
fund community-based programs 
aimed at improving conditions for 
Native Hawaiians.

Meanwhile, a separate bill to 
allow for residential development 
on two of the parcels was in limbo 
in the House. As of press time, that 
bill was deferred by the House Judi-
ciary Committee. Members of the 
Kaka‘ako community testified in 
opposition to SB 682, saying resi-
dential development should not be 
allowed makai of Ala Moana Bou-
levard. The bill was authored by two 
state Senate committees.

For updates, visit capitol.hawaii.
gov. 

SEE oha BiLL ON PaGe 11



to maximize  
choices of  

life and work,  
native 

hawaiians 
will gain 

knowledge 
and excel in 
educational 

opportunities 
at all levels.
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by lisa asato

L
eadership with aloha is key to affecting 
positive change in your lives, the lives of 
your families and in your communities, 
OHA Trustee Haunani Apoliona told a 
gathering of more than 300 administra-

tors and students from Hawaiian-focused charter 
schools ranging from elementary-school keiki to 
high school seniors.

“My very brief message to you this morning is 
leadership with aloha,” Apoliona said. “You may 
say, who is a leader? You are. Every one of you is 
a leader. You may be a leader in a formal setting. 
You may be a leader in an informal setting among 
your friends, your family, your community, … but 
you are a leader.”

Apoliona’s remarks came March 8 at an edu-
cation conference that brought together the 12 
Hawaiian-focused schools comprising Nä Lei 
Na‘auao Native Hawaiian Charter School Alli-
ance. 

The conference, in its 10th year, was a time for 
the schools to ku‘i ka lono, or spread the news, 
about innovative curriculum and instruction 
practices, fundraising strategies and legislative 
challenges, among other things. Through the 
years, OHA has been a consistent supporter of 

the work of the schools, providing $9.6 million 
since 2005 to the alliance, which enrolls about 
4,000 students statewide. 

“Collectively, these students are living proof 
that EA – Education with Aloha, is working and 
that native people can design, control and evaluate 
quality models of education that allow Hawaiian 
students to reach their highest level and walk 
comfortably in multiple worlds,” organizers said 
in a written message to attendees.

The two-day conference featured workshops 
sharing best practices in testing and information 
on ongoing class projects, attending college and 
nonfiction writing, among others. Ke Kula Ni‘ihau 
o Kekaha presented a behind-the-scenes look at 
producing video for PBS Hawai‘i’s student news 
network, Hiki Nö. 

On the second day of the conference, par-
ticipants visited Hälau Lökahi in Honolulu and 
7Hälau Kü Mana in Mänoa.

At a workshop the day before, Hälau Kü Mäna 
math teachers Noelani Kamalu and Tseshani 
Amadedoti presented a workshop intriguingly 
titled “How Hälau Kü Mana Students Beat the 
HSA Math Test,” referring to the annual Hawai‘i 
State Assessment, which measures public schools’ 
annual progress for the federal No Child Left 
Behind Act.

The teachers attributed the students’ success 
to many factors, saying they set high standards 
beyond the state’s expectations and held the stu-
dents accountable for meeting 100 percent of the 
classes’ goals. “We don’t teach to the test, we 
teach everything you’re supposed to teach and 
then some,” said Kamalu.

They also held math-intensive camps outside 
school and weekly math challenges with prizes 
and got students to shed the shame of making 
mistakes in front of their peers.

“The foundations of the problems in indig-
enous education throughout Hawai‘i, throughout 
Aotearoa, throughout the Native American Indian 
reservations it’s all the same thing – it’s a  lack of 
self confidence,” Amadedoti said, adding that peer 
learning groups have sprouted up and students 
show more initiative in their own learning. 

Amadedoti said the two math teachers wanted 
to share what they learned so other charter schools 
could benefit. “All our charter schools are siblings, 
so we gotta look out for one another,” he said. 

At another workshop, the Käne‘ohe, O‘ahu-
based Hakipu‘u Learning Center described how 
the Hale Pili project helped improve students’ 
self-esteem to combat problems in school ranging 
from bullying, fights and students disrespecting 
teachers to substance abuse, attendance issues and 

LEFT: Justyce Mercado, foreground, and Brylie Tavares-Bright of Hālau Lōkahi’s K-2 class help their 
teacher Kehau Crawford, not shown, lead the gathering in a morning meditation, a routine in their class-
room. On the command of “hanu” they inhaled; on the common of “hā” they exhaled. ABOVE: OHA 
Trustee Haunani Apoliona said leadership with aloha starts with each person and has the power to affect 
communities. In background are Ka‘iulani Pahio of the Nā Lei Na‘auao Native Hawaiian Charter School 
Alliance and M. Wai‘ale‘ale Sarsona. – Photos: Lisa Asato

charter school conference marks 10 years
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problems at home. 
Kumu Lenei Sousa, who worked 

with ‘Auli‘i Aweau of La‘akea Heal-
ing Services, said the project began 
last school year with 20 students, 
or 25 percent of the student body. 
The program created a safe place 
for students to discuss the issues 
they face as well as their individual 
strengths. The students also learned 
hula, oli, poetry, hip hop and more 
from experts in the field. 

After the workshop, Sousa said 
attendance, academics and student 
camaraderie have greatly improved. 
“It was just happier, a better place to 
be – at school and in our classroom,” 
she said. Before Hale Pili, she said, 
when the issues were present, 
“learning wasn’t even something 
we could start to tackle.”  

Hälau Lökahi, meanwhile, 
fielded its first wrestling team last 
year with three boys and three girls 
led by head coach Charles Ariola, a 
former U.S. national team member 
who helped start Mililani High 
School’s girls’ wrestling program, 
which went on to win the 2000 OIA 
championship. The Hälau Lökahi 

wrestlers had an impressive first 
year: Isaiah Pasion-Adriano placed 
first in the east and sixth overall. 
“He also had the fastest pin and 
(tied for) most points scored in the 
whole east side,” said athletic direc-
tor Keoni Ariola, who is Charles’ 
brother. 

First-time wrestler Miandra 
Amantiad-Saballa also excelled 
and was undefeated in the east. She 
placed third at the OIA champion-
ships. “She’s going to be big,” said 
Keoni, who wants to “springboard 
wrestling in charter schools.” He 
plans to start a wrestling club open 
to all charter schools and main-
stream public schools. Says Keoni 
of his school’s team: “We started 
off with a lot more (wrestlers), but 
it’s such a rigorous sport that only 
the strong survive. My school and 
myself, we’re very proud of our 
kids.” 

Earlier that morning, M. 
Wai‘ale‘ale Sarsona, chief of staff 
at the state Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands, addressed the gather-
ing, filling in for DHHL Director 
Alapaki Nahale-a, who wasn’t able 

to attend. 
Saying she is a “true charter-

school supporter,” Sarsona, a past 
principal at the K-12 Hawaiian-
immersion Ke Kula ‘o Samuel M. 
Kamakau Laboratory Public Char-
ter School in Käne‘ohe, which her 
children attend, drew ties between 
the charter-school movement and 
the work of DHHL, whose man-
date to return Hawaiians to the land 
arises from federal law.

“In our charter schools, like in 
the Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands, we have four words that we 
use,” she said: serve, protect, deliver 
and assert. 

“We want to assert our ability to 
have and achieve self-determina-
tion. This is why our charter school 
movement exists today.”

The charter-school movement 
owes a lot to the various admin-
istrators and community members 
who worked hard to get it where it 
is today, she said, asking adminis-
trators to stand and for everyone to 
give them “the ultimate applause 
for all of the work and commitment 
that they’ve done.”

Sarsona has since been named 
director of Kamehameha School’s 
Ho‘olako Like Department, which 
oversees the schools’ support of 17 
Hawaiian-focused public charter 
and conversion schools. She will 
leave DHHL in April.

Apoliona, who spoke after Sar-
sona, drove home the message 
of leadership. A former OHA 
Chairperson and former president 
and CEO of the nonprofit social-
services agency Alu Like Inc., 
she acknowledged that leadership 
is difficult, but she said you do it 
anyway because “you want to make 
a difference in Hawai‘i.”

She asked the students to remem-
ber the values of honesty, ethics, 
compassion, hard work, mutual 
respect and courage.

Reciting a famous 1917 quo-

tation by the deposed Hawaiian 
queen, Lili‘uokalani, Apoliona said 
in part: “You must remember never 
to cease to act because you fear 
you may fail. The way to lose any 
earthly kingdom is to be inflexible, 
intolerant and prejudicial. Another 
way is to be too flexible, tolerant of 
too many wrongs and without judg-
ment at all. It is a razor’s edge. It is 
the width of a blade of pili grass. 
To gain the kingdom of heaven is 
to hear what is not said, to see what 
cannot be seen and to know the 
unknowable – that is Aloha.”

“How do you hear what is not 
said?” Apoliona asked the crowd. 
“To see what cannot be seen? 
Whoo, tall order. You as leaders, 
we as leaders must aspire to what 
the queen has laid out for us as 
counsel.” 

Teachers Noelani Kamalu and Tseshani Amadedoti gave a presentation titled “How Hālau Kū Mana students beat the HSA math test.” RIGHT 
TOP: Members of Hālau Lōkahi’s inaugural wrestling team: Isaiah Pasion-Adriano, left, Isabelle Quilana-Amina, Chazari Edwards, Miandra 
Amantiad-Saballa and Jeremy Cesneros. RIGHT: Hakipu‘u Learning Center students perform a hula during a workshop discussing their Hale 
Pili project.
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team oHa steps out foR diabetes
The Office of Hawaiian Affairs joined the more than 2,800 attendees who walked in support of diabetes preven-
tion and education at the 13th annual Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes on March 17. Leading Team OHA were CEO 
Kamana‘opono Crabbe, Ph.D., second from left in back, and OHA Chairperson Colette Machado, first row on right. 
OHA served as a platinum sponsor of the event, which aimed to raise more than $500,000 to support American 
Diabetes Association Hawai‘i’s work to promote awareness, detection, prevention and research activities. Diabetes 
affects 113,000 people in Hawai‘i, or roughly 10 percent of the state’s population. Native Hawaiians, Japanese 
and Filipinos face the highest risk. – Courtesy: Gregory McAleer/731photo.com

HaWaiians gatHeR 
to HonoR pResident 
Cleveland 
OHA and Hawaiian organizations came together March 17 to celebrate  
the birthday of President Grover Cleveland, a turn-of-the century Ameri-
can president who holds a special place in Hawaiian history. A voice for 
justice for Queen Lili‘uokalani and her rightful place on the throne, Cleve-
land advocated on her behalf after business interests backed by Amer-
ican forces overthrew the queen in 1893. Although his efforts failed, 
Cleveland is remembered as a friend of Lili‘uokalani and thus a friend to 
Hawaiians. The celebration at Mililani Mall in downtown Honolulu was 
organized by a coalition of Hawaiian organizations led by the Pacific Jus-
tice and Reconciliation Center with participation and support from OHA. 
Speakers included former Gov. John Waihe‘e and OHA Chair Colette 
Machado, the reconciliation center’s Kahu Kaleo Patterson and the Asso-
ciation of Hawaiian Civic Clubs’ Jalna Keala. – Photo: Kai Markell

Waimānalo gRoup dediCates Canoe
The nonprofit God’s Country Waimānalo and its supporters dedicated a 50-foot single-hulled sailing canoe that was 
given to it by sailing-canoe race pioneer Mike Muller. Following the March 17 morning dedication at Kalapueo 
Beach, several attendees swam to the canoe moored offshore and enjoyed its deck while others returned to Kaiona 
Beach for a prepared meal. Muller told the group that the canoe’s name, Ho‘omana‘o Mau, meaning everlasting 
remembrance, comes from an inscription on a bracelet given to Queen Lili‘uokalani by the Queen of England. God’s 
Country Waimānalo, which focuses on youth engagement with families, intends to use the canoe in its OHA-sup-
ported wa‘a program, which teaches ocean stewardship, sailing, survival skills and an appreciation for the skills of 
their Hawaiian ancestors. The group plans its first sail in its newly dedicated sailing canoe April 14 at a canoe festi-
val in Kualoa, said Ilima Ho-Lastimosa, program director and founder. - Photo: Lisa Asato



by francine murray

T
he audience roared with applause 
at the announcement, “umi 
kümäkahi,” the juniors, Class 
of 2013, won the overall Kame-
hameha Schools combined class 

award, the Charles E. King Cup at the 92nd 
annual Kamehameha Schools Song Contest 
on March 16.

The Nä Hökü Hanohano Award-win-
ning group, Küpaoa – comprised of Lïhau 
and Kellen Paik, composed “He Aloha 
Ka‘upulehu,” the winning song, especially 
for the junior class. 

“In the span of less than 10 years they 
have transformed this place (Ka‘upulehu),” 
Lïhau said of the sacred wahi pana, which 
has undergone reforestation. The planting of 
seeds and nourishing growth on the school’s 
property linked well to its mission and was 
the song’s inspiration. “To see all of that work 
that everyone as a community has put into 
this land, directly into the ground, and to give 
life and breath of life into this land again, 
that’s really inspiring to me,” she said.

This year marks the 125th anniversary of 

the school and in honor of its founder, Prin-
cess Bernice Pauahi Bishop, the evening’s 
Hö‘ike – through speech, song and dance – 
explored the mana‘o of the princess as she, 
the last direct descendant of King Kame-
hameha the Great, crafted her will. 

Pauahi witnessed the steady demise of her 
people and grew concerned that they may not 
be able to compete in the world economy, 
let alone their homeland. “She saw that she 
needed to not take care of a need or their 
needs, but she had to give them the tools 
so that they could take care of themselves, 
and she saw education,” said Michael Chun, 
president and headmaster of the Kapälama 
campus. “So she took everything in her estate 
and gave it to Bishop Estate to create the 
schools, which later became Kamehameha 
Schools.”

“Strive to be the very best,” said Chun. 
“It may not seem Hawaiian, but it is a very 
Hawaiian thing to do.”

The vast and diverse lands of the estate 
now total more than 360,000 acres, which 
its stewards have nurtured in diverse ways, 
not only to produce revenue for the opera-

tions of the schools, but ‘äina 
momona, fertile lands rich in 
both resources and culture. Ten 
of these parcels were the inspira-
tion for new mele – songs, written 
by prestigious local composers including 
Carlos Andrade, Manu Boyd, Nalani Choy 
and Randie Kamuela Fong, Keola Donaghy 
and Kenneth Makuakäne, Kaiponohea Hale, 
Kamakäne Hopkins, Keawe and Tracie 
Lopes, Ku‘ualohanui Kauli‘a and Ke‘ala 
Kawn, Rev. Dennis Kamakahi, Lïhau and 
Kellen Paik, for this contest during the com-
memorative anniversary.

For best musical performance, the Helen 
Desha Beamer Award went to the Class of 
2012, seniors coed, who performed “Kaka‘ako 
Ku‘u ‘Äina Aloha,” by Kaiponohea Hale and 
arranged by Les Ceballos.

For Hawaiian language, the ‘Ölelo Makua-

h i n e 
Richard 

Lyman Jr. 
Trophy winners 

were pa‘i ä pa‘i – tied, between the Class of 
2012, senior women and the Class of 2013, 
junior coed. 

The boys’ award, the George Alanson 
Andrus Cup, went to the Class of 2013, junior 
men.

The girls’ award, the New England Moth-
ers’ Cup, went the Class of 2012, senior 
women.

And for leadership and assisting others the 
outstanding student director, the Louise Aoe 
McGregor Award winner was Dezarae Le‘i, 
Class of 2015, freshman coed. 

FPO
KS song contest

ho‘omaika‘i ho‘ōla lāhui
The 92nd Song Contest celebrated vibrant people and thriving lands 

The Class of 2013 erupted in 
elation upon winning the over-
all combined class award at the 
Kamehameha Song Contest.  
– Photos: Francine Murray 
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Ho‘okaHua waiwai
economIc self-suffIcIency

Liliko‘i Jelly and Lavender Strawberry Pepper Jam by Jan 
Yokoyama of Maui Upcountry Jams & Jellies; lavender 
scones by Jeanne the Bread Lady; Lavender Brownies by 
Big Island Candies, and Lavender Shortbread Cookies by 
Kaua‘i Kookie.

A sociology graduate of Whitman College in Wash-
ington state, Koa Chang oversees an Ali‘i Kula Lavender 
staff of 13. “It’s a solid staff; everybody is very skilled,” 
he said.

Moreover, Koa Chang has enhanced both Ali‘i 
Chang’s legacy of community engagement and the sweet 
scent of success by establishing the Ali‘i Chang Founda-
tion to provide ag-related scholarships. And, he recently 
participated in a Maui County Farm Bureau “Ag in the 
Classroom” event, where 1,000 second-graders were able 
to pot their own lavender. 

“Sustainability and ag education is a big focus for Koa 
as he continues his father’s legacy at Ali‘i Kula Lavender,” 
Weigert said. 

Kekoa Enomoto is a retired copy editor and staff writer 
with The Maui News and former Honolulu Star-Bulletin.

KuLa
continued from page 4

Lani Medina Weigert, co-founding president of Ali‘i Kula Lavender, and Forrest Kekoa “Koa” Chang, general manager and son of the late Ali‘i Chang.  
– Courtesy: Ali‘i Kula Lavender

ALOHA

Serving Families Statewide to Prepare For and Achieve Homeownership

Take advantage of the following free services:

• Homebuyer & Financial Education Sessions
• Personalized One-on-One Counseling
• Grants of up to $12,500 toward Home Downpayment*
• Grants of up to $2,000 toward Debt Reduction*
• Grants of up to $500 toward Closing Costs
• Information on Available Family Tax Credits

* Made under the Hawaii Individual Development 
 Account (HIDA) Program

Hawaii Credit 
Union League

Eligibility requirements:
   18 Years of Age or Older
   Meet the Income and Assets Requirements
   Does Not Currently Own Property or Have a Mortgage

The Hawaii Family Finance Project and the HIDA Program Grants 
are funded in part by the U.S. Treasury Department CDFI Fund, and 
supported by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, First Hawaiian Bank 
and Hawaii Credit Union League.

It’s Easy! Sign up Today!
To schedule a consultation with one of our Partner Providers, 
please contact the Council for Native Hawaiian Advancement at:

808-596-8155
(from Oahu)

1-800-709-2642
(toll-free, statewide)

info@hawaiiancouncil.org
(email)

download the forms | www.hawaiifamilyfinance.org

Hawaii Family Finance Project
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$5,000 to $15,000. Based on the 
recommendations of the Depart-
ment of Human Services, the 
Senate Human Services Commit-
tee amended the bill to call for a 
study examining asset limits for all 
public-assistance programs. While 
OHA officials would have preferred 
to increase or eliminate asset limits 
altogether, they view the study 
as a positive first step and tool to 
improve the status quo.

The study would take a closer 
look at how increasing or eliminat-
ing the asset limit would affect the 
department and its beneficiaries. 

There is a possibility that recipi-
ents may be disqualified from 
eligibility for other public-assis-
tance programs, like Medicaid, if 
the increased limits for TANF and 
TAONF (Temporary Assistance for 
Other Needy Families) lead them to 
acquire more assets. Currently one 
out of five of Hawai‘i’s 1.3 million 
residents, or almost 300,000, qual-
ify for Medicaid, the state-federal 
health insurance program for lower-
income individuals and others. The 
department would like to make sure 
that any changes to limits do not 
create any hardships on Hawai‘i’s 
most vulnerable families.

“It’s a time where review of 
public assistance is important,” 
said DHS spokesperson Kayla 
Rosenfeld. “Increasing asset limits 
will affect those clients as well as 
the department, so we just want to 
make sure that we are moving in the 
right direction.”

Meanwhile, the Corporation for 

Enterprise Development, a national 
nonprofit that works to increase 
economic opportunity for low-
income families and communities, 
recommends that states, among 
other things, eliminate asset limits 
for their TANF programs or raise 
the asset limit for those programs 
to $15,000. Some states are already 
benefiting from taking action. 

Five states have eliminated asset 
limits. Virginia, which eliminated 
asset limits in 2003, found that 
it was able to help more needy 
families and at the same time save 
money. According to an article pub-
lished by the Center for American 
Progress, Virginia spent approxi-
mately $127,200 more on benefits 
for 40 families after the changes, 
but saved $323,050 in administra-
tive staff time.

Ohio, the first state to elimi-
nate asset tests, in 1997, showed 
no increase in case loads while 
saving money on administrative 
costs; South Carolina and Geor-
gia also saved on administrative 
costs after removing asset limits 
for public-assistance programs. 
Colorado passed legislation in 2006 
increasing its TANF asset limit to 
$15,000. 

Rosenfeld said the DHS study 
would allow the department to look 
at the issue in detail, see what other 
states have done, identify best prac-
tices and trends, and determine the 
fiscal and programmatic impacts on 
the department. 

“We’re already really tight on our 
budget. If the asset limits had been 
implemented this year, I don’t know 
how we would have handled it,” she 
said. “Essentially it comes down to 
how much is it going to cost the 

state to do this.” 
State Sen. Suzanne Chun Oak-

land, Chairwoman of the Senate 
Human Services Committee, sees 
SB 2178 as important tool for lifting 
Hawai‘i residents out of poverty. 

As of this writing, SB 2178 was 
to be sent to the House Finance 
Committee. If it passes, it will go 
on to conference committee in mid-
April. 

Mary Alice Kaiulani Milham, a 
Portland, Oregon-based freelance 
journalist, is a former newspaper 
reporter and columnist from Cali-
fornia’s Central Coast.

oHa helps Hāna 
residents file tax returns
by Harold nedd

A half dozen Native Hawaiians in Häna who took advantage of 
free help with filing their taxes will get back almost $10,000 
this tax season.

OHA offered the free service through an IRS program staffed with 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance helpers. The service was also tied to 
a two-year pilot project in Häna, Maui, where OHA has placed height-
ened importance on helping improve the economic well-being of Native 
Hawaiians.

Taxpayer Eunice Lind, who operates a small farm on Häna with her 
husband, Greg, celebrated the news about the $5,664 she will get back 
from her 2011 tax returns by giving an animated high five to Edwina 
Minglana, a grant specialist at OHA who prepared her taxes.

“I was pleasantly surprised at the outcome from filing my taxes this 
year,” said Lind, who raises cattle and grows bananas as well as corn 
on her farm. “I also liked that I was able to save about $250 by taking 
advantage of the free service.”

In all, six Native Hawaiian taxpayers from Häna were assisted with 
filing their federal and state income-tax returns that will result in $9,796 
in combined refunds.

Free tax help for individuals or families with a combined income 
of $57,000 or less is provided by HACBED, the Hawai‘i Alliance for 
Community-Based Economic Development. For information about free 
tax help in your area, visit hawaiitaxhelp.org. Or, for online tax filing 
for individuals or families with a combined income of $57,000 or less, 
visit myfreetaxes.thebeehive.org. 

OHA staff Aedward Los Banos, left, and Edwina Minglana with Hāna Spring Festival orga-
nizer Andrea “Lehua” Cosma at the free tax-help session in Hāna. Almost $10,000 in 
tax refunds were identified for six Hāna residents.

oha BiLL
continued from page 5

rAising the income bAr

Here are additional OHA 
legislative package measures 
addressing economic self-
sufficiency, and their statuses 
as of press time.

sb 2179 would require the 
state Taxation Department 
to coordinate an outreach 
initiative to raise awareness 
of the federal earned income 
tax credit among eligible 
taxpayers. The FEITC allows 
families of a certain income to 
keep more of their earnings. 
About 105,000 low-income 
Hawai‘i families claim the 
credit but an estimated 19,000 
more families could claim the 
credit if properly informed. The 
bill awaits consideration by the 
House Finance Committee. Its 
companion bill, HB 1988, has 
stalled in the House.

hcr7/scr3 would ask the 
Department of Education 
to require public schools 
to include a one-semester 
literacy course in 10th, 11th 
or 12th grade. Both concurrent 
resolutions stalled in their 
originating chambers. A related 
bill sponsored by Sen. Suzanne 
Chun Oakland has also stalled.
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by cheryl corbiell

P
eter Hanohano sees himself as a doctor of 
sorts – one that focuses on the health of 
Native Hawaiian organizations.

In his work leading the Ho‘okahua 
Capacity-Building Program through 

OHA’s subsidiary Hi‘ilei Aloha LLC, Hanohano 
helps organizations build firm foundations for 
long-term sustainability. As part of the process, 
he meets with organizations and performs orga-
nizational assessments. 

“The assessment process is like a patient 
experiencing multiple symptoms and going to a 
medical doctor to find a cure,” said Hanohano. 
“The doctor asks many questions to gain a better 
understanding of the patient’s condition and then 
prescribes an effective remedy. 

“In my work, I’m assessing the organization’s 
condition and with the assistance of a skillful con-
sultant, we may prescribe a solution that results 
in improved organizational health and sustain-
ability.” 

Ho‘okahua – whose motto is “the foundation 
first and then the building” – offers a wide spec-
trum of organizational-development services from 
gaining IRS nonprofit status to creating detailed 
marketing plans. 

“I look at the services we are providing Native 

Hawaiian organizations as teaching organizations 
how to fish,” said Hanohano. “The proverb says: 
‘Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day. 
Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a life-
time,’ and that is true for organizations. Often the 

organization’s need is not dol-
lars but to gain skills.”

After an assessment, Hano-
hano brings in a consultant that 
can help meet the organiza-
tion’s greatest need. 

“Because we work with 
Hawaiian organizations and 
grassroots Hawaiians, we 
look for consultants that are 
culturally competent and who 

embrace their own Hawaiianness,” he said. “We 
want them to enjoy the journey together. It is like 
arranging a date. I ensure the consultant under-
stands the organization’s needs and is grounded 
in Native Hawaiian culture. It is important that 
the client and consultant communicate from a 
common base. For example, a consultant could 
teach an organization to increase sales, but the 
goals must be compatible with Native Hawaiian 
culture and values.”

In December, Elite Element Academy Head of 
School Kanoe Ahuna sought help from Ho‘okahua. 

For four years, the nonprofit K-12 private school 
has taught Hawai‘i students through an individu-
alized online teaching program.

“Our students are young people involved in 
nontraditional talents and sports such as semi-
professional skateboarders and surfers, students 
from rural remote areas on outer islands, such as 
Kaua‘i and Hawai‘i, and also students from part-
nerships with charter, public and private schools,” 
said Ahuna.

The school, which also goes by E2A, is accred-
ited and licensed by the Hawai‘i Association of 
Independent Schools and Western Association of 
Schools and Colleges. 

The school’s trustees and staff are on the brink 
of expanding their student base and curriculum 
approach. The academy is seeking International 
Baccalaureate certification and international 
accreditation to be recognized as an international 
school delivering Hawaiian culture-based educa-
tion globally and in Hawai‘i. Ahuna recognized 
they needed help with the expansion and reorga-
nization plan. 

“Peter Hanohano helped identify the major 
transition phases and the immediate need for a 
strategic plan,” said Ahuna. “He hired a strategic-
planning consultant who was culturally competent 
in both Hawaiian and western practices, which 
was a comfortable fit for us.”

The consultant and the E2A’s board and staff 
worked for three months to craft a three-year stra-

organizations, get your free checkups here 

Leaders of Elite Element Academy sought help from the Ho‘okahua Capacity-Building Program when the school wanted to  
expand and reorganize. The school, which teaches students through an individualized online learning program, organizes activ-
ities, like this one planting koa in Waimea. – Courtesy: E2A

Hanohano

ho‘oKAhuA  
cAPAcity-building ProgrAm 

m ission: To identify, promote, develop and 
support culturally appropriate, sustainable 
opportunities that benefit Native Hawaiians

A reAs oF AssistAnce: nonprofit formation, 
grant writing, board training, leadership and 
staff development, strategic planning, and 
creating or improving business and market-
ing plans and policies and procedures

contAct: Peter Hanohano
A ddress: 711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Suite 1430, 
Honolulu, HI  96813

i nFo: (808) 596-8990, ext. 1005  
or peterh@hiilei.org

SEE ho‘oKahua ON PaGe 29
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by Kathy muneno

T
ake what you know or 
imagine a fashion show 
to be then take a large 
step outside that box, into 
a deep cultural, spiritual, 

historical, contemporary, artistic, 
fun and at times literally skin-deep 
realm. And there you have the 
MAMo Wearable Art Show.  

Add to that, intended or not, a 
generous entrepreneurial boost for 
its Native Hawaiian “designers.” 
By the way, “designers” appears 
in quotes not because they’re not 
designers, but because they are so 
much more.  

Take Harinani Orme, 54, a print-
maker and illustrator whose art is 
sold at Bishop Museum, Native 
Books, and ‘Iolani Palace. “This is 
what I was born to do, to make art,” 
she says.  

Despite being “strictly a jeans 
and T-shirt” kind of person, she 
has always watched the Wearable 
Art Show, having participated in 
MAMo – Maoli Arts Month – since 
its start in 2006. So this year, she 
asked MAMo founder and show 
producer Vicky Holt Takamine if 

she could participate in the show. 
“I’ve always been fascinated by 
what we wear, who we are, what 
we wear to make us feel better,” 
Orme says.

Holt Takamine said yes.  
“So my head started spinning,” 

recalls Orme, with an almost giddy 
and passionate energy of a teenager. 
“I am so excited to be doing this 
and so scared to be doing this. But if 
you don’t try it, you don’t know.”  

Her challenge is turning her 
two-dimensional art into three-
dimensional wearable art. “We’re 
used to seeing our art on the wall. 
People who go to fashion shows 
don’t go to look at art, they want 
to wear it.” 

She’s been working on her designs 
since December. They’re based on 
the LBD – little black dress. She 
gave each of her 13 models $25 to 
find an LBD, while she tested her 
paints to make sure they don’t wash 
off. Her theme is ahupua‘a. She will 
silk screen or paint on the dresses 
designs separated into three seg-
ments representing the mountains, 
lowlands and sea. You’ll see fern, 
trees and birds, then kukui, kalo, 
wauke and ‘ulu, then small near-

shore fish, deep-sea fish and limu.  
Orme’s designs will be shown 

alongside those of the show’s vet-
eran designers who have inspired 
her, like textile artist Maile 
Andrade. Andrade says for her, “it 
is a natural procession to have a line 
of clothing” but “fashion is only a 
small part of the art I do. It is the 
girl thing.”

Andrade works in silks and vel-
vets. This year she’ll be showing 
“a new dress design but will still 
be using my handmade textiles 
that I am known for, and of course 
shawls.”

“These pieces allow for the 
everyday person to own something 
from a Hawaiian artist that is a little 
more affordable and can be used for 
many occasions,” she says. “This is 
the fun part of my art. This is not 
my business.”  

But it is quickly becoming the 
business of 25-year-old Carrington 
“Baba” Yap of Kohala, who creates 
haute couture – handcrafted high 
fashion. He is the son of Kumu Hula 
Nani Lim Yap and does costuming 
for her hälau and for theatrical pro-
ductions. “This guy, he’s just off 
the chart … very unique, very dif-

ferent,” says Holt Takamine, who 
saw Yap’s talent and invited him to 
present at the show a few years ago. 
Yap says he was “shame because 
the first time I did it I thought it was 

way too much. I felt kind of out of 
place.” But he was a hit and has 
been back every year with a line he 

For the love of wearable art

An array of designs by Maile Andrade, who is known for incorporating her own handmade textiles into her work. RIGHT: A Baba Yap design. 
- Courtesy: PA‘I Foundation

mAmo WeArAble Art shoW 

OHA is a proud sponsor of the Wearable Art Show. 

creative director: Robert Cazimero
Where: Hawai‘i Theatre 
W hen: 7 p.m. Thursday, May 17. Doors open at 5:30. There will be a 

silent auction before the show and during intermission and a trunk 
show after the fashion show  

cost: $20, $35 and $50 
ti ckets: available at Hawai‘i Theatre. Or purchase ticket vouchers 

at PA‘I Arts & Culture Center, Kapälama Shopping Center, 1210 
Dillingham Blvd., #21 (Hours: Monday-Saturday noon to 5 p.m.)

info: (808) 237-4555  

SEE mamo ON PaGe 29
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by David sing, Ph.D.

O
ver the years Nä Pua 
No‘eau has been suc-
cessful in guiding our 
youth toward STEM-
related educational 

goals and careers. 
That success is reflected in 2011 

data from the University of Hawai‘i 
Office of Institu-
tional Research 
showing 92 
former Nä Pua 
No‘eau students 
majoring in dis-
ciplines related to 
STEM – Science, 
Technology, Engi-
neering and Math 
– at the University 

of Hawai‘i at Hilo. 
Only six years ago, you could count 

on one hand the amount of Hawaiian 
students majoring in STEM disci-
plines at UH-Hilo.     

Nä Pua No‘eau is using the same 
success it has had with students going 
into environmental sciences, marine 
science, engineering, etc. to its new 
health-careers pathway. 

According to Nä Pua No‘eau 
Assistant Director Kinohi Gomes, 
our success with students is our abil-
ity to help them make connections 
in learning. “They need to see how 
learning is applied in everyday life 
and to understand how anything they 
do impacts their family and their 
community,” Gomes said.

Toni Mallow, East Hawai‘i site 
coordinator for Nä Pua No‘eau, 
added, “It is about the students 
understanding the kuleana they have 
in serving their family and their com-
munity.”

As Nä Pua No‘eau builds greater 
capacity for students in grades K to 12 
to attend and be successful in college 
and in careers, we recognize the need 

to develop youth as leaders who are 
empowered to address the needs of 
their family and community through 
education and career choices.    

In partnership with the UH-Hilo 
College of Pharmacy and Nurs-
ing Department and the UH John 
A. Burns School of Medicine and 
UH Hawai‘i P-20, Nä Pua No‘eau 
will again conduct its Learning 

Opportunities in Medicine Institute 
for high-school students statewide 
through a two-week residential pro-
gram at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Hilo, July 1-14. 

For information or to download an 
application, visit bit.ly/yzKoxJ.

Applications must be received by 
Nä Pua No‘eau’s Hilo office by April 
15. 
 

David Sing, Ph.D., is director of 
Nä Pua No‘eau center for gifted and 
talented Hawaiian children, which 
is funded by the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs. 

Guiding our youth into 
health careers

Mana‘o Ikeda and Keani Chang participated in last year’s summer residential program for 
students interested in health careers. – Courtesy: Nā Pua No‘eau
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FIND TARO CHUNKS 
ON ALL MAJOR ISLANDS!

Big Save Supermarkets
Ishihara Market
Cost-U-Less
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Kōkua Market
Down to Earth
Fresh Catch
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Sack N Save
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“they need to see how 

learning is applied 

in everyday life and 

to understand how 

anything they do 

impacts their family 

and their community.”

—Kinohi Gomes, 
Assistant Director

Nā Pua No‘eau

Sing
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contributed by Ka Huli ao center  

for excellence in native Hawaiian law

A 
team of University of 
Hawai‘i law students, 
consisting of Native 
Hawaiians and students 
working toward a Native 

Hawaiian law certificate, swept 
the 2012 National Native Ameri-
can Law Students Association’s 
annual moot court competition. 
The competition reflected legal and 
contemporary issues facing Native 
Hawaiians.  

The UH team’s performance at 
this year’s competition was extraor-
dinary for several reasons:

>> UH won seven of nine total 
awards across three categories.

>> All five UH teams placed in 
the top 16 of all competing teams.

>> In the semifinal round, UH 

comprised three of the top four 
teams. 

>> In the final round, the top two 
teams were from UH.

Tyler Gomes and Teri Wright 
won the Best Advocates (formerly 
Best Overall) category. Gomes is 
a 2011 Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
legislative fellow and Wright was 
an OHA volunteer prior to enrolling 
in law school.

Caycie Gusman and Catherine 
Hall argued against Gomes and 
Wright in the competition’s final 
round held at the Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court in historic Ali‘iölani Hale. 
Ultimately, Gusman and Hall took 
second in the Best Advocates cat-
egory.  

These two teams advocated their 
positions to a panel of judges com-
posed of: Hawai‘i Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Mark Recktenwald; 

Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
Judge Richard Clifton; Office of 
Indian Energy Policy and Programs 
deputy director Pilar Thomas, who 
previously served as deputy solici-
tor for Indian Affairs at the U.S. 
Interior Department; Stacy Leeds, 
dean of the University of Arkan-
sas School of Law and a former 
Supreme Court justice for the 
Cherokee Nation; and former Gov. 
John Waihe‘e III, who serves as 
Chair of the Native Hawaiian Roll 
Commission. 

The Hawai‘i Supreme Court was 
filled to capacity. In attendance were 
OHA Chairperson Colette Machado 
and Trustee Oswald Stender.

In other results, Zach DiIonno 
and Fawn Jade Koopman tied for 
third in the Best Advocate’s cate-
gory. Gomes won first place in the 
Best Oralist category; Ana Won 

Pat-Borja, a Guam native, took 
second.

Although the UH law students 
did not capture first place for Best 
Brief, they dominated the category 
with Gusman and Catherine Hall 
earning second place and DiIonno 
and Koopman garnering third 
place.

“We’re excited about our perfor-
mance this year,” said third-year 
law student and team captain Adam 
Roversi.

Professor Williamson Chang, the 
team’s faculty adviser, said: “We’re 
very proud of our students. Over the 
past few years, they’ve consistently 
done well in this particular compe-
tition.”

Other team members were: Elika 
Otoya-Stimpson, who competed 
with Roversi in the quarterfinal 
round, essentially placing fourth 

after DiIonno and Koopman; and 
second-year law students Jarrett 
Keohokalole and Randall Wat.  

Although not a member of the 
team, first-year law student Kurt 
Klein, a former OHA volunteer, 
practiced with and helped prepare 
the team for the competition.  

UH law students competed 
against 51 other teams from 27 
law schools throughout the United 
States. The UH law school has 
amassed 30 awards in its 17-year 
participation of the National Native 
American Law Students Asso-
ciation’s moot court competition, 
which was funded in part by the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs.    

Following the competition on 
Sunday, Ka Huli Ao Center for 
Excellence in Native Hawaiian 
Law, along with ‘Ahahui O Hawai‘i 
and the UH Chapter of the Native 
American Law Students Associa-
tion, co-hosted the symposium “Of 
Membership and Recognition.” 
Panelists included three of the final-
round competition judges: Thomas, 
Waihe‘e and Leeds. Accompany-
ing them was Professor Patricia 
Ferguson-Bohnee, faculty direc-
tor of the Indian Legal Program at 
Arizona State University. The sym-
posium provided the public with 
an opportunity to learn more about 
the federal-recognition process and 
membership issues of federally rec-
ognized indigenous communities.

To hear a Hawai‘i Public Radio 
interview with Tyler Gomes about 
the competition experience, visit 
http://bit.ly/TylerGomesHPR. The 
interview begins at the 47:45 mark. 


Established with federal funding 
in 2005 at the William S. Richard-
son School of Law, Ka Huli Ao 
Center for Excellence in Native 
Hawaiian Law is an academic 
center that promotes education, 
scholarship, community outreach 
and collaboration on issues of 
law, culture and justice for Native 
Hawaiians and other Pacific and 
Indigenous peoples. This column 
appears bimonthly.

hawai‘i law students win big in moot court

UH law students and professors celebrate the team’s wins at an awards banquet. Back row, from left: Teri Wright, Tyler Gomes, captain Adam Roversi, Catherine Hall, Caycie Gusman, Pro-
fessor Melody MacKenzie and Kurt Klein. Front, from left:  Zach DiIonno, Fawn Jade Koopman, Professor Williamson Chang, Jarrett Keohokalole, Ana Won Pat-Borja, Randall Wat and Elika 
Otoya Stimpson. – Courtesy: Ka Huli Ao
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olakino  
your HealtH

by claire Ku‘uleilani Hughes, 

Dr. PH., r.D.

M
any Americans are 
way overweight. It’s 
a worrisome, costly, 
national problem. 
The worry is that 

personal health challenges begin 
after carrying 20 to 30 pounds of 
added weight around for a few 
years. Some problems that develop 
are “structural,” like back, hip, 
knee, ankle and foot-arch problems 
caused by the added weight on the 
upper body. Other problems are 

“organic,” like blood pressure and 
cholesterol, and problems affect-
ing the kidney and heart from the 
extra work the organs must do every 
minute of the day and night. Also, 
overweight women develop more 
health problems. Our concern is 
that many Native Hawaiians are 
overweight and suffer numerous 
health problems resulting from 
being overweight.    

 Much time and effort has gone 
into finding ways to deal with the 
problem, but nothing effortless has 
been found. Locally, we want to 
find a solution because we know 
that Native Hawaiians of all ages 
endure serious challenges caused by 
being overweight. One question that 
always comes up is, is this genetic? 
Did we inherit faulty body parts, or 
is it something else?   

Fortunately, many historians 

have written about Kamehameha 
the Great, and his superior stature 
and physique. We also know that, 
among all in the lähui (nation), the 
ali‘i, undoubtedly, were the best fed. 
John Papa ‘Ï‘ï, a personal attendant 
to Liholiho, who would become 
King Kamehameha II, tells us there 
were frequent competitions held 
among ali‘i, in racing, maika (stone 
used in ancient game) throwing, 
diving, boxing, surfing, sledding, 
sham fighting and other sports. The 
strongest, fastest and bravest among 
the chiefs were challenged by their 
peers and more youthful chiefs, thus, 
fighting skills and bodies were kept 
sharply honed and fighting fit. Then, 
during peacetime, these games were 
even more frequent. And, during the 
annual Makahiki, all of the people 
joined in group competitions. 

Kamehameha’s warrior fitness 
and skills were tested in Chief 
Kalani‘opu‘u’s court, during hand-
to-hand fighting of sham battles. 

The chiefs and men were divided 
into two competing groups, using 
hau-wood weapons and spears to 
minimize injuries. Kalani‘opu‘u’s 
son, Kiwala‘o, would always lead 
one group and Kamehameha, a 
nephew and ward of Kalani‘opu‘u, 
led the other warrior group. 
Kamehameha’s side was always 
victorious. Kamahameha’s expert 
fighting skills and ability to dodge 
spears were reasons for the wins, 
as well as his fitness and physical 
endurance.      

Both ‘Ï‘ï and Rev. Stephen Desha 
reported that Kamehameha ate 
sparingly at times, so his body was 
healthy and properly developed. We 
learn that added physical activity 
and eating sparingly was common 
practice, for everyone. David Malo 
explains, when the kälaimoku 
(high official) saw the people were 
becoming stout he urged foot races, 
lawn bowling and other physical 
competition to trim their bodies. 

Occasionally, the kälaimoku recom-
mended sending people to a place 
where there was famine, where 
food was in short supply, to make 
it easier to trim their bodies down. 
The kälaimoku could even advise 
his ali‘i to work on fitness. History 
tells us that the physical appear-
ance of both Kamehameha and his 
younger brother, Kala‘imamahu, 
were highly admired by women of 
the royal court.  

Thus, a part of the answer is 
that our ancestors, including the 
ali‘i, valued fitness and took care 
to eat less (sparingly) and exercise 
regularly to achieve and maintain 
physical fitness and weight. You 
see, the fittest of the chiefs and war-
riors prevailed! Secondly, we did 
not inherit faulty body parts from 
the Hawaiian ancestors; in fact, 
we got genes that, with great dili-
gence, were kept healthy. And, also 
confirmed, is that an athletically fit 
body has always been admired. 

hawaiian fitness



to improve 
the quality 
and longevity 
of life, native 
hawaiians 
will enjoy 
healthy life-
styles and 
experience  
reduced 
onset of 
chronic  
diseases.
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by Kekoa enomoto

A
ll aboard the health bus at Maui home-
steads!

The WE ... A Partnership for Health/
Project Vision bus will make unprec-
edented stops at Hawaiian homesteads 

for non-health-fair-related visits this month on the 
Valley Isle.

The unique mobile clinic “wants to connect 
on every island,” said Hau‘oli Tomoso, executive 
director of Hui No Ke Ola Pono Native Hawaiian 
Health Care System on Maui, which is a member 
of the WE coalition.

“That partnership on Maui can be replicated 
on every island, and so every Native Hawaiian 
Health Care System can be part of WE. I just 
like the partnership in relation to the community, 
including Native Hawaiian communities. I think 
(the coalition) is a stepping-off point, a catalyst, 
a synergy,” he said.

WE ... A Partnership for Health/Project Vision 
bus has scheduled eight Maui visits offering free 
services to the public over two weeks. Aimed 
specifically on or near homesteads, the stops are 
as follows:

>> 10th annual Häna Health Fair, April 14, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

>> Walmart Kahului, April 15, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.

>> Upcountry Farmers’ Market, April 21, 7 
to 11 a.m., Kulamalu Town Center, Pukalani (in 
the vicinity of Waiohuli, Këökea and Kahikinui 
homesteads). Redeemable $1 kupuna coupons 
will be available, courtesy of Upcountry Farm-
ers’ Market/Senior Nutrition Program.

>> Lahaina Cannery Mall, April 22, 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. (in the vicinity of Leiali‘i homestead)

>> Paukükalo homestead, April 27, 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m., to also serve Waiehu Kou homestead/Alu 
Like kupuna program

>> Kïhei Lutheran Church, April 27, 4 to 7 
p.m.

>> Da Kine Kidney Day, April 28, 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., Queen Ka‘ahumanu Center

>> Leiali‘i homestead community garden, 
April 29, 1 to 6 p.m., Lahaina

WE ... A Partnership for Health/Project Vision 
bus will provide vision testing; screening for dia-
betes, cholesterol and blood pressure; and diet and 
exercise information.

Services also may include screening for lung 
and kidney function and hepatitis; Caregiver 
Foundation of America counseling; and depres-
sion and other mental-health information – “an 
enormous amount of information and one-on-
one dialogue,” said organizer Anne Chipchase of 
‘Ohana Health Care.

In addition, the Women’s Health Center of 

Queen’s Medical Center will demonstrate breast 
self-exams and, for low-income/underinsured 
women, offer mammograms and PAP smears, 
she said. WE sessions may take up to an hour, 
she added.  

“WE specifically looks for Native Hawai-
ian communities in which to work our magic, 
areas with a heavier concentration of Native 
Hawaiians,” said Chipchase, 67, a 1962 Punahou 
School graduate who in January founded the WE 
coalition of nonprofit, government and for-profit 
health-related entities.  

WE originally referred to Wellness Event but 
“came to mean ‘us guys,’ ” she said.

“We don’t test Native Hawaiians in exclu-
sion (of others); our mission really is to serve 
low-income, but we are able to do both quite 
comfortably.

“We really work to engage people at a site,” 
Chipchase added. “We are just a bunch of rela-
tively friendly people who want to help.”

Young Brothers Ltd. absorbs the cost of ship-
ping the 36-foot-long Project Vision bus to various 
islands for community outreach.

Donna Brandl Sterling of Kahikinui homestead 
on the southwest flank of Haleakalä said: “This is 
wonderful. I’ll be there!”

Malia Davidson of the Waiohuli Hawaiian 
Homesteaders Association board concurred, 
“Nice project.”

Many “would benefit from this great service,” 
added Pua Gomes, Waiohuli board secretary.

And Tomoso, the Hui No Ke Ola Pono execu-
tive director, is all aboard regarding the health bus’ 
potentially positive impact on homestead families 
and the wider Maui community.

“It is very inspiring, motivating and empow-
ering to me to see this project move forward, 
especially to the DHHL beneficiary communities 
of Maui,” Tomoso said, referring to the Depart-
ment of Hawaiian Home Lands.

“We all know that health is both a relationship 
and a journey ... and in this one project, we see 
relationship and journey nurtured and progressing 
towards health for all of us.” 

Kekoa Enomoto is a retired copy editor and 
staff writer with The Maui News and former 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin. 

health bus plans stops on 
maui homesteads

The 36-foot-long 
Project Vision 
bus, a Lions 
Club initiative 
offering free ret-
ina screening, 
is collaborating 
with WE ... A 
Partnership for 
Health to bring 
health screen-
ings this month 
into Maui com-
munities, espe-
cially Native 
Hawaiian home-
steads.  
– Courtesy: 
Annie Hiller

on the net: 
Project vision: 
projectvisionhawaii.org
hui no Ke ola Pono:  

hnkop.org
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historicAl insights

Literacy was embraced first by Ka‘ahumanu and Keöpüolani, 
Kamehameha I’s sacred wife and mother to King Kamehameha 
II and III and Nähi‘ena‘ena. Keöpüolani and Ka‘ahumanu sent a 
teacher to every chief’s kauhale with instructions to learn reading 
and writing. Kauikeaouli, who would become King Kamehameha 
III, and Nähi‘ena‘ena were the first in the kingdom to learn to read 
and write at age 6 and 4, respectively. So when Kauikeaouli made 
his literacy proclamation circa 1825, when he was about 11 years 
old, he was making an edict. He was declaring that the common 
folk, the maka‘äinana, would learn reading and writing because 
the chiefs already had. 

—KAu‘i sAi-dudoit, project manager of Ho‘olaupa‘i: Hawaiian 
Language Newspaper Project, describing the origins of literacy in 
the Hawaiian nation

Ho‘okaHua waiwai
economIc self-suffIcIency

Interviewed by mary alice milham

“H
e aupuni palapala 
ko‘u” – Mine 
shall be a nation 
of literacy. 

When King 
Kamehameha III made this famous 
declaration in the 1820s, it was as 
if he’d given the Hawaiian people a 
prophecy. Within two generations, 
Hawai‘i, as far as we know, was 
indeed the most literate nation on 
Earth. 

Come May, Hawai‘i’s legacy of 
literacy will spread even further with 
the launch of MANA, a bimonthly 
magazine for Native Hawaiians and 
those who care about the Hawaiian 
community, not just in Hawai‘i but 
throughout the world.

MANA will be published by 
Mana Media LLC, a jointly owned 
subsidiary of The Kälaimoku Group 
– a Native Hawaiian-owned busi-
ness development firm co-founded 
by John Aeto and Cedric Duarte – 
and PacificBasin Communications. 
PacificBasin is Hawai‘i’s largest, 
locally owned media company 
and the publisher of 11 magazines, 
including its flagship Honolulu 
Magazine, whose predecessor was 
commissioned by royal charter by 
King Kaläkaua, in 1888. 

Ka Wai Ola connected with 
MANA co-publishers Scott Schu-
maker, of PacificBasin, and John 
Aeto, of The Kälaimoku Group, to 
learn more about MANA and what 
the Native Hawaiian community 
can expect from it. To subscribe 
to MANA Magazine (a one-year 
subscription costs $30) and its free 
newsletter, visit mymanamagazine.
com.

KWO: How did the idea for 
MANA Magazine come about?

John Aeto: I think it happened 

over time. … The radio stations 
that I worked with always served 
the Hawaiian community. So our 
last radio adventure, we were trying 
to connect all the Hawaiian Islands 
with radio stations and we were 

creating radio shows that could be 
heard from Hilo to Hanalei. And the 
thought process was connecting the 
Hawaiian people with information, 
music, entertainment that was avail-
able for everyone to access. Then 
I started subscribing to the New 
Zealand magazine called Mana 
and I thought it was a pretty inter-
esting magazine. And you know, 
when you look back on the Hawai-
ian community, so much of what 
we’ve done in the last 25 years, 
we went to the Mäoris. We went to 
the Mäoris for language (revival). 
When I looked at what the Mäoris 
were doing on the radio side, they 
have a large Mäori radio network 
of 35 stations. They’re all broad-
cast in Mäori. … And so, along the 
lines of thinking about media and 
radio, I started thinking, ‘How do 
we connect our people?’ The big 
light came on when OHA actu-
ally published some of the results 
of the 2010 Census. And when we 
saw that almost half of the Hawai-
ian people are outside of the State 
of Hawai‘i, I then knew that we 
needed to take a different approach 
to connect everyone. We couldn’t 
buy radio stations all across the U.S. 
continent. It had to be a different 
type of media. So I started gravitat-
ing towards a direct-mail piece that 

later became a magazine.

KWO: Why do you feel this 
magazine is needed?

Scott Schumaker: We believe 
very strongly in the power of jour-
nalism when it’s done right; that 
when journalism sheds a light on 
some issue, then it can help solve 
problems. It can help inspire discus-
sion. It can help bring a community 
together to discuss issues that are 
important within that community. 
We very much want MANA Mag-
azine to do that for the Hawaiian 
community. 

MANA Magazine is a general-
interest, consumer magazine on 
kind of the broadest level. … But 
every story that we cover will be 
put through the Hawaiian lens. …
We don’t want it to be the voice of 
the Hawaiian community …What 
we’re trying to do is inspire the 
voices of the Hawaiian commu-
nity to gather in MANA as a kind 
of a meeting place and everybody 
have an opportunity to share their 
opinions.

  

KWO: How important was it 
for you that MANA have an inde-
pendent voice? 

Schumaker: The whole founda-
tion in the creation of MANA was 
on its independence, and we believe 
that in order to inspire all voices to 
participate that we need to be inde-
pendent of any one viewpoint or 
any one organization. … It ensures 
the editorial integrity that we need 
to cover the stories and to do so 
without undue influence from any 
one organization. 

KWO: Your timing for launch-
ing MANA seems in sync with the 
energy building toward Hawaiian 
independence. Is there a solid 
connection with that? 

Scott Schumaker: Absolutely. 
We very much believe that this 
is the right time for the Hawaiian 
community because of all these 
efforts taking place, because of the 
(Native Hawaiian) roll (commis-
sion), because of Act 195 (granting 
state recognition for Native Hawai-
ians), because of the (pending) 
ceded-land (settlement). … It’s 
just a wonderful time and so much 
energy kind of moving toward real 
significant change taking place in 
the Hawaiian community. 

KWO: How will MANA reach 
out to Hawaiians living outside 

Hawai‘i? 
Scott Schumaker: One of the 

things we are doing is working with 
some of the Hawaiian organizations 
and the very first one we’re working 
with is the Association of Hawaiian 
Civic Clubs. … We’re going to be 
sharing with the civic clubs 50 per-
cent of the subscription revenue that 
they get by selling subscriptions. ... 
So it’s a way of using clubs, both 
on the continent as well as here in 
Hawai‘i, to help them raise money. 
… Obviously, the more subscribers 
we have, the better we can serve our 
advertisers, the better we can serve 
the Hawaiian community.

KWO: What does it mean to 
you as a Native Hawaiian to be 
launching this magazine?

John Aeto: I’m very excited, 
because as a Hawaiian and a gradu-
ate of Kamehameha it was always 
instilled in us to be industrious men 
and women and to be able give 
back to our community and I feel 
like one of the ways that I can give 
back is through media … being able 
to communicate what’s going on in 
our community to everyone. 

Mary Alice Kaiulani Milham, a 
Portland, Oregon-based freelance 
journalist, is a former newspaper 
reporter and columnist from Cali-
fornia’s Central Coast.

Q&a: John Aeto & Scott Schumaker  
on their forthcoming Mana Magazine

Aeto Schumaker

Kauikeaouli. - Courtesy: Honolulu Museum of Art
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by Garett Kamemoto

T
wo Native Hawaiian pio-
neers are being honored 
by the Native Hawaiian 
Chamber of Commerce 
with prestigious ‘Ö‘Ö 

Awards, the organization’s highest 
honor presented to Native Hawai-
ians who have made significant 
contributions to improve their com-
munities.

Claire Ku‘uleilani Hughes, Ph.D., 
and Brig. Gen. Irwin Kalauonona 
Cockett Jr. will be honored at the 
chamber’s annual ‘Ö‘Ö Awards 
dinner at the Hilton Hawaiian Vil-
lage on April 19. The dinner is 
the organization’s primary fund-
raiser and proceeds will support 
its college-scholarship, business-
mentoring and student-internship 
programs.

Native Hawaiian Chamber of 

Commerce president Dirk Soma 
said Hughes and Cockett “show 
how successful Native Hawaiians 
can be in the business arena.”

“As we build a nation, we’re 
going to need an economic engine,” 
he said. “People like these who are 
tremendous role models can help 
set that course for the future.” 

Cockett is a retired Army and 
National Guard brigadier general 
who was honored for his heroic 
acts during the Korean and Vietnam 
wars. He served as the director of 
the Hawai‘i State Office of Veter-
ans Services. Under his leadership, 
the Pacific American Foundation 
strengthened its position as a leader 
in culture and place-based educa-
tion. He has been honored with the 
David Malo Award.

Hughes became the first Native 
Hawaiian registered dietitian in 

1959 and was the chief of the Nutri-
tion Branch of the state Department 
of Health. She is recognized for 
drawing attention to the benefits 
of returning to a more traditional 
Hawaiian diet and for her advo-
cacy for health programs on behalf 
of the Native Hawaiian community. 
Last year, she was named one of 
the Living Treasures of Hawai‘i by 
the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawai‘i. 

The ‘Ö‘ö Awards dinner takes 
place at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, April 
19 at the Hilton Hawaiian Village, 
with a silent auction featuring 
unique items from Native Hawaiian 
craftsmen, artists and businesses 
followed by a Hawaiian-themed 
dinner at 7. Reservations may be 
made by contacting Dana Hauanio 
at 2012OoRSVP@gmail.com or 
(808) 956-2498. 

‘ō‘ō awards to honor pioneers  
in health, veterans affairs

TRUSTEE
KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS

The Probate Court has appointed a Trustee Screening Committee 
to nominate three candidates from whom the Court will select 
one Trustee to fill the expired term of Trustee J. Douglas Ing. 
The successor to Trustee Ing will be appointed to fill one five (5) 
year term and be eligible for an additional five (5) year term, as 
determined by the Court.
 
The Screening Committee is now seeking active leaders from the 
community who possess a deep sense of commitment and the 
ability to ensure Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop’s vision and legacy 
are perpetuated into the future.

Candidates must possess demonstrated expertise in one or 
more of the following areas:

Business administration•	
Finance and investment•	
Strategic planning and policy setting•	
Areas of interest to Kamehameha Schools including •	
education, law or governance

Candidates should also possess the following:
A recognized reputation of integrity and good character•	
The capacity to fulfill the responsibilities of a fiduciary •	
under trust law
Respect for and from the community•	
Consistent and active leadership in the community •	
with specific emphasis on issues impacting the well-
being of the people of Hawaii 
History of success in business, finance or related areas•	
A formal education•	
Outstanding personal traits including Hawaiian values•	
Willingness and sincerity to uphold the purposes of •	
the Kamehameha Schools

Each Trustee currently receives a maximum annual compensation of 
$124,500.  Chairperson receives a maximum of $164,500 annually.

Qualified candidates should submit the following:
A resume•	
A statement containing your perception of the role of a •	
Trustee, your vision, goals and objectives for the Trust 
Estate and what you would do to attain those goals

Please submit your resume, cover letter and vision statement 
by May 18, 2012 to:

Trustee Screening Committee
c/o Inkinen & Associates

1003 Bishop Street, Suite 477
Honolulu, Hawai‘i  96813

Phone:  (808) 521-2331
Fax:  (808) 521-2380

E-mail:  jobs@inkinen.com

For detailed information please visit www.inkinen.com.

Claire Ku‘uleilani Hughes, Ph.D., and Brig. Gen. Irwin Kalauonona Cockett Jr. will be honored at the chamber’s annual ‘Ō‘Ō Awards dinner at 
the Hilton Hawaiian Village on April 19. - Claire Hughes photo: John De Mello; Irwin Cockett Jr. courtesy photo



W
hen Hämäkua Springs 
Country Farms flips the 
switch on its hydroelectric 
plant later this year, it will 
be 100 percent off the grid 

and self-sufficient.
The 600-acre farm about 10 miles north 

of Hilo is an example of how Hawai‘i 
Island is leading the state’s food revolu-
tion and its quest to be more sustainable 
and more self-sufficient. 

Hämäkua Springs owner Richard Ha 
is looking forward to no longer having to 
write monthly checks in excess of $10,000 
to the local utility company.

“We need to develop some resilience. 
We need to feed our kids,” Ha said. “Food 
security is about farms. But we are so tied 
to energy costs. We have to get that under 
control.”

Ha pointed out that oil prices have tri-
pled in the last decade and “it’s not coming 
down.”

Hawai‘i, in general, he said must reduce 
its reliance on oil.

Currently, he said, oil satisfies about 
76 percent of the state’s energy needs. By 
comparison, he said the mainland uses oil 
for just 2 percent of its needs.

“That’s really the whole story,” he said.
At least, it’s the beginning of the story of 

true self-sufficiency and food security.
State Department of Agriculture Chair-

man Russell Kokubun, a Hawai‘i Island 
native, said he has noticed more and more 
people thinking about where their food 
comes from.

“It’s something of a revolution. I would 
characterize it as community will. We’re 
definitely heading in the right direction,” 
he said.

“People are realizing locally produced 
food is fresher, it’s more nutritious and 
the money stays here. People don’t mind 
paying a little more for local.”

As the ‘breadbasket of the state,’ Hawai‘i 
Island should be leading the way, Kokubun 
said.

The island is home to 62 percent of 
the state’s farms and employs more than 
one-third of all agriculture workers. Those 
farms grow about 60 percent of the state’s 
crops and account for about one-third of 
the state’s crop value.

Growing the food is just the first step 
in the business of farming, Kokubun said. 
Getting the food to the people also is cru-
cial.

“It’s a positive that we are seeing so 
many farmers’ markets popping up,” he 

said. “One of the early arguments against 
farmers’ market was that it would take 
away from grocery stores, but everybody 
has thrived.”

Almost two dozen farmers’ markets dot 
the island. Most are open only one or two 
days each week, but they are steadily gain-
ing in popularity.

Karen Kriebl, who helped kickstart South 
Kona Green Market about five years ago, 
said she has been amazed at how quickly 
the market has become a regular Sunday 
stop for residents and visitors.

“It’s been fantastic,” she said. “Our 
motto is ‘from the land, by our hand’ and 
it’s just great that we farmers can meet our 
customers every week. The biggest bonus 
is when spend their money with us, it stays 
right here on the island.”

The whole concept of farmers’ markets 
also pleases Les Apoliona, Kamehameha 
Schools land asset manager for Kona.

“The general population is starting to 
become more aware, but we need more 
places available for farmers to market their 
produce,” he said.

“About 25 percent of my job is market-
ing, educating and communicating with 
farmers about promoting agriculture.”

Kamehameha Schools controls about 
365,000 acres across the state, with 98 
percent designated agricultural or conser-
vation.

Of that total, 181,373 acres are dedi-
cated to agriculture, including 160,935 on 
Hawai‘i Island.

“The bulk of them are small farms,” he 
said. “That’s a person who lives on their 
farm and makes their living farming.”

Apoliona said he is delighted to see 
food festivals springing up across the 
island, bringing farmers and their prod-
ucts directly to the people. Entire days are 
dedicated to mango, avocado, taro and ‘ulu     

(breadfruit).
“These festivals and events are crucial 

to raising awareness about products,” he 
said. “At this month’s ‘ulu festival in Puna 
– which was the first year and 1,000 people 
showed up – you could learn how to grow 
it, how to cook it, get some great recipes.”

Just being aware of what is available 
helps change people’s shopping and eating 
habits, he said.

“When you learn how good dragon fruit 
tastes or how a local aquaponics lettuce 
lasts two weeks in your refrigerator, why 
wouldn’t you pay a little bit more?”

Apoliona is also encouraged that more 
restaurants and hotels are showcasing local 
products on their menus.

“We’re trending in the right way. The 
momentum can only increase,” he said. “It’s 
just a matter of time and consistency.”

To keep plowing toward a sustainable 
food supply, Apoliona said, the next gen-

eration has to step up.
“We need to grow farmers. That’s one 

area we can work on,” he said.
“How do you make being a member 

of the agriculture community something 
kids want to do?” he asked. “In pre-con-
tact days, ka mahi‘ai – the farmer – was 
very respected. We need to return to that 
thinking.”

Back at Hämäkua Springs, Ha, a 
member Puna’s Kamahele family, has the 
respect of his 70 employees, who tend 40 
acres of greenhouses that produce hydro-
ponic tomatoes and crops of bananas, 
pineapple, lettuce, zucchini, ginger and 
other fruits and vegetables.

Ha also leases land to a handful of other 
farmers and offers their produce under the 
Hilo Coast Farms label.

All of Hämäkua Springs produce stays in 
the state, with daily distribution to Hawai‘i 

Island supermarkets and shipments twice 
weekly to Maui, O‘ahu and Kaua‘i.

The farm has been moving toward total 
self-sufficiency for years, including using 
three streams and three natural springs to 
irrigate crops.

Crews also raise tilapia in a series of 
bright blue tubs that feed the irrigation 
pond.

Each week, workers are welcome to take 
home fish and leftover produce.

“We can’t always give our people raises,” 
Ha said. “But we can take care of them in 
other ways. We have to feed our kids.”

Hämäkua Springs farm manager, and 

Ha’s son-in-law, Kimo Pa said he’s a 
country boy at heart and can’t imagine not 
working to feed Hawai‘i’s people.

“We just look at it as how can we feed 
the Big Island and the rest of the state,” 
he said. “We’re a critical point. If we stay 
on the same path, I don’t think there’s a 
bright future. But if we head toward more 
abundant, cost-effective energy, then it’ll 
be brighter and it’ll help us be more sus-
tainable as farmers. Farmers right now are 
being pressured.”

Pa said farmers’ profit margins are being 
squeezed as energy costs rise, and there 
is no way to separate farming from fuel 
costs.

“It costs more to grow our tomatoes and 
you have to sell for a good price to make 
money,” he said. “It’s just survival. It’s hard 
work and high risk. And it’s so dependent 
on oil.”

However, Pa said he is confident 
Hämäkua Springs is moving in the right 
direction.

“We cannot be successful if costs go too 
high. And some things, like the weather, 
aren’t in our control,” he said. “But we’re 
at a level where we can kind of control our 
own destiny.”

Pa said he is concerned about getting 
youngsters interested in farming.

“The only way kids will want to go into 
agriculture is if they see they can make 
money,” he said. “Some people will farm 
because they love it, but that’s not enough 

to feed everybody.”
Money might be the biggest incentive, 

but learning to love the land and grow your 
own food is a close second.

That’s where the Hawai‘i Island School 
Garden Network comes in.

Launched in 2008, the network helps 
schools build gardening and agricultural 
programs that contribute to the increased 
consumption of locally produced food 
by involving students, their families and 
school communities in food production.

The network started with 20 schools 
and now includes 60 campuses across five 
islands.

“Schools gardens used to exist in just 
about every school until the 1970s. Children 
worked the gardens and it was incorporated 
into their lunches,” said Nancy Redfeather, 
network coordinator.

“Now most people buy their food at 
Costco. They don’t make food at home and 
they aren’t aware of nutrition.”

The gardens guide youngsters to make 
healthier choices, Redfeather said. Child-
hood obesity rates are hovering at about 
30 percent and contribute to other health 
issues, including high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol and diabetes.

“These are things we’ve never seen in 
children before, certainly not in Hawai‘i,” 
she said. “Studies show whatever kids 
grow, they’ll eat.

“We’re reconnecting them to the envi-
ronment and what it takes to grow food and 
how you have to take care of the environ-
ment.”

Redfeather said the students will carry 
the “eat local” message into adulthood.

“They seem like small ideas, but they 
really aren’t,” she said. “When you look 
at the future, which is very uncertain, we 
know we’ll have to eat and if we take care 
of the land, the land will take care of you 
and we’ll be good shape.”

Students also are reconnecting to tradi-
tional ways.

“Hawaiian values are deeply ingrained 

“It’s something of a revolution. I would characterize it 
as community will. We’re definitely heading in the right 
direction.”

—Russell Kokubun, state Department of Agriculture Chairman 

You say  
you want 
a (food) 
revolution?
Hawai‘i Island may be 
leading the way

By Karin Stanton
 

At Hāmākua Springs, tilapia are raised in a series of bright blue tubs that feed the irrigation pond. Workers are welcome to take home fish and leftover produce each week. LEFT: All of Hāmākua Springs produce stays in the 
state, with daily distribution to Hawai‘i Island supermarkets and shipments twice weekly to Maui, O‘ahu and Kaua‘i. - Photos: Baron Sekiya

Students will carry the “eat local” message into adulthood, says 
Nancy Redfeather, coordinator of the Hawai‘i Island School 

Garden Network. Here, a young girl at Ehunuikaima-
lino Public Charter School is dwarfed by a kalo 

leaf. – Courtesy: Nancy Redfeather

See REVoLUTIoN on pagE 28
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by sarah Pacheco

I
n his will, King William Charles 
Lunalilo provided for the estab-
lishment and funding of a home 
for infirmed and destitute Hawai-
ians. In existence since 1883, 

Lunalilo Home continues to carry 
out his request to this day, and as 
a show of immense gratitude, the 
trustees of the King William Charles 
Lunalilo Trust recently oversaw the 
complete restoration and repair of 
the monarch’s final resting place.

“I think it’s an honor to pay 
tribute to the king who gave so 
generously of all of his assets for 
our küpuna,” says J. Kuhio Asam, 
Lunalilo Home executive director.

Unlike all other monarchs of 

the Kingdom of Hawai‘i, Lunalilo 
is not buried at the royal mauso-
leum, Mauna ‘Ala. (The only other 
member of royalty not at the 
Nu‘uanu cemetery is Kamehameha 
the Great, whose bones were buried 
in a secret location.)

By Lunalilo’s request, his 
remains rest in a tomb on the 
grounds of Kawaiaha‘o Church 
that was dedicated by the church’s 
executive committee after his death, 
in 1874.

Lunalilo was the Hawaiian King-
dom’s first elected monarch. 

“He was ‘The People’s King’ 
and wanted to be (buried) with 
his people,” said Asam, noting 
that Lunalilo’s father, High Chief 

Charles Kana‘ina, and two other 
relatives also are buried on the 
Honolulu church grounds.  

The King Lunalilo Tomb was 
completed in 1875, and in 1879 the 
Supreme Court of the Kingdom of 
Hawai‘i placed the right of posses-
sion, care and control of the tomb 
in the hands of the Lunalilo Estate 
trustees. In the last 137 years, there 
have been only two sets of docu-
mented repairs to the tomb, once in 
1888 and again in 1947.

Asam said the extent of the dete-
rioration became apparent when 
a Lunalilo Trust trustee visited 
the tomb in 2009. “(He) noticed a 
number of things – the deteriora-
tion of the kähili that were in there 

and the tomb structure itself,” Asam 
recounts. “It was to a point where 
delaying (repairs) much further 
would have taken it past the abil-
ity for us to restore the structure 
itself.”

The trust hired Mason Architects 
Inc. to prepare a comprehensive 
existing condition analysis of the 
tomb and its surroundings, which 
was completed later that year. The 
report, accompanied by photos and 
sketches, showed repairs to almost 
all areas were badly needed – to the 
tomb’s roof and drainage systems, 
exterior masonry walls, entrance 
porch, doors, steps, windows and 
interior room, where Lunalilo’s 
white marble sarcophagus lies. 
The surrounding landscape, light-
ing, pond, kähili pedestals and 
wrought-iron fence also were in 
need of some serious TLC.

In 2010 a fundraising campaign 
began with the goal of raising 
$500,000 through institutional 
and private donors. Thanks to an 

overwhelming positive response 
from those involved, a total of 
$601,000 was raised, $150,000 
of which came from the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs, while the remain-
ing sum was obtained through 
matching donations by the Queen 
Lili‘uokalani Trust, Kamehameha 
Schools, Queen’s Health Systems 
and a $1,000 private gift from the 
Dolores Furtado Martin Founda-
tion.

“Half-a-million-dollars-plus is a 
lot of money to raise, but the insti-
tutes were all very generous, and 
once it became clear that we got 
commitments from them, we could 
actually restore the entire grounds 
and tomb both inside and out,” 
Asam says. “It was after that that 
we thought we could really do this 
and make it work.”

Restoration work and repairs 
began in early 2011 under the 

OHA Grantee Profile: lunalilo Trust Estate 

restoring a king’s final resting place

ABOVE: Lunalilo Tomb after the restoration. INSET: Before the restoration, typical fence deterioration included major rusting and missing elements. RIGHT: Restored section of fence showing newly cast replacement finials and small crowns 
and a repaired plastered base.- Courtesy: Mason Architects

mo‘omeHeu  
culture

SEE LunaLiLo ON PaGe 33



On Saturday, March 17, almost 3,000 participants got a great workout while helping the ADA stomp 
out diabetes at the Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes. The annual event supports activities that provide 
awareness, prevention and research right here in Hawai’i. 

The O�  ce of Hawaiian A� airs CEO Kamana’opono Crabbe (far left) and Chairperson Colette Machado 
(in blue) were at Queen Kapi‘olani Park with sta�  and family to participate in the walk and represent 
OHA as a sponsor of the event. 

To learn more about diabetes, visit www.diabetes.org/hawaii. 
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Mahalo 
American Diabetes Association

Mana is our legacy. Mauli ola is our destiny.
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MerrIe  
MoNArcH FeStIvAl
Festival is Sun.-Sat., April 8-14; 
competition begins Thurs., April 12

The weeklong festival includes 
art exhibits, craft fairs, demon-
strations, a parade emphasizing 
the cultures of Hawai‘i and the 
world-renowned three-day hula 
competition. The competition gets 
started each night at 6, starting 
Thursday with the Miss Aloha Hula 
competition, Friday with group hula 
kahiko and culminating Saturday 
with the group hula ‘auana and 
awards ceremony. OHA is a proud 
sponsor of this event through the 
annual Miss Aloha Hula Hawaiian 
Language Award and the live KFVE 
broadcast. (808) 935-9168 or mer-
riemonarch.com.

YMcA HeAltHY KIdS dAY
Sat., April 21, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

OHA is proud to serve as the title 
sponsor for this free, fun-filled day 
of activities, education, demon-

strations and experiences teaching 
healthy behaviors to local keiki 
and their families. Kama‘äina and 
military with ID may attend the 
museum’s “Sesame Street Presents: 
The Body” exhibit free of charge 
during Healthy Kids Day. Bishop 
Museum, Great Lawn. (808) 541-
5467 or ymcahonolulu.org.

eASt MAuI tAro FeStIvAl 
Sat., April 21, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  

Enjoy all-day music, hula, arts 
and crafts, cultural practitioners, poi 
pounding for attendees, a farmers’ 
market and lots of ‘ono Hawaiian 
food. This year’s event is dedicated 
to the memory of Pekelo Cosma, 
slack-key guitar master and com-
poser. There will be fresh poi and 
other taro products, like külolo, for 
sale. The Lind family and Kamaui 
Aiona of Kahanu Garden and 
Mahele Farm will talk story about 
taro. OHA is a proud sponsor of 
this event that promotes Hawaiian 
cultural products and values. Häna 

Ballpark. Free admission. (808) 
264-1553 or tarofestival.org.

WAIpuNA’S  
MotHer’S dAY coNcert,  
He Lei MAKAMAe 
Sun., May 13, doors open at 5 p.m. 

Give mom the royal treatment 
with a fabulous evening of food and 
music by 2012 Nä Hökü Hanohano 
Award nominees Kuana Torres 
Kahele and Waipuna. The scrump-
tious buffet has a prime-rib carving 
station, sashimi, poke, dim-sum sta-
tion, dessert bar and more. Emcee 
extraordinaire “Boom-Shaka-Laka” 
Maka Herrod returns with more of 
his crazy antics that’s sure to keep 
you laughing all night long. $70. 
Inquire about special priority seat-
ing with a free makana. Hawai‘i 
Prince Hotel. Reservations, (808) 
952-4789.

leI dAY celeBrAtIoN
Tues., May 1, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

This daylong event features the 

annual lei queen and court, local 
entertainment, hälau hula, crafts, a 
lei-contest exhibit, food vendors, 
Hawaiian artisans, storytelling, 
Hawaiian games, and lessons in 
hula, song and lei making. Take in 
the sweet sights and sounds of the 
exquisite lei-contest entries from 1 
to 5:30 p.m. in the open area between 
the bandstand and the Waikïkï Shell. 
Kapi‘olani Park and Bandstand, 
Waikïkï. Free admission. (808) 768-
3041 or honoluluparks.com.

HAWAI‘I BooK & MuSIc 
FeStIvAl  
Sat. & Sun., May 5-6, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Kau‘i Hart Hemmings, the 
Hawaiian author whose novel 
The Descendants was turned into 
an Oscar-winning movie starring 
George Clooney, will be among 
the host of celebrated authors par-
ticipating in this weekend festival 
sponsored in part by OHA. Not just 
for book lovers, the festival also 
offers music, stage performances, 

panel discussions, storytelling, poetry 
slams and a multiethnic food court. 
True bibliophiles won’t want to miss 
the Bank of Hawai‘i Book Swap and 
bookseller booths. Civic Grounds 
at Honolulu Hale. Free admis-
sion and parking. hawaiibookand 
musicfestival.org.

WIlcox’S SHot
8 p.m. Thurs., Fri., & Sat. 
and 2 p.m. Sun. through April 
29. No show on Easter

Sean T.C. O’Malley’s latest 
play tells the story of Hawaiian 
revolutionary Robert Wilcox and 
his wife Princess Theresa Owana 
Ka‘ohelelani La‘anui. Central 
to the action is Wilcox’s friend-
ship with Theodore Roosevelt, 
which is described as a “bro-
mance gone wrong.” The April 6 
performance will feature a talk-
story session with O’Malley at 
10 p.m. $5-$20. Kumu Kahua 
Theatre. (808) 536-4441, kumu 
kahua.org.  

Albert Ueligitone portrays turn-of-the-century Hawaiian patriot Robert Wilcox in Wilcox’s Shot, the new play by 
Sean T.C. O’Malley, which runs through April 29 at Kumu Kahua Theatre. – Courtesy: Kumu Kahua Theatre

‘apelila

Spend Mother’s Day with David Kamakahi, Matt Sproat and 
Kale Hannahs of Waipuna as they seranade you at their 
concert May 13 at the Hawai‘i Prince Hotel. – Courtesy: 
Waipuna
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by lynn cook

O
n April 6, Good Friday, 
at 5:30 a.m. everyone 
is welcome on the 
beach at the Ritz-
Carlton Kapalua. For 

the 20th year in a row, kama‘äina, 
malihini, hotel guests from around 
the world and from Neighbor 
Islands and folks from just down 
the road gather, wrapped in beach 
towels, in the predawn darkness for 
a traditional hi‘uwai – a ceremonial 
cleansing in the ocean – allowing 
each individual the opportunity 
to be pono, right, with the world. 
Participants can wade in, dive in or 
just touch the ocean, forgiving and 
asking forgiveness.

The hi‘uwai is followed by the 

chant E Ala Ë, asking the sun to 
rise and bless the day. Leading the 
ceremonies is Clifford Nae‘ole, 
Ritz-Carlton Kapalua cultural 
adviser and force behind the Cel-
ebration of the Arts for the past two 
decades. He smiles as he suggests, 
“If you don’t know the chant,  stand 
really close to someone who does.” 
Nae‘ole instructs, “Don’t be so shy, 
stand up tall, take a deep breath, 
now, let the sun hear you!” At that 
moment, drenched in early morn-
ing sunlight and chilly ocean water, 
you are part of an ancient ritual, in 
modern times.

So begins a celebration like no 
other in the Islands. The three days 
of the Ritz-Carlton Kapalua’s Cel-
ebration of the Arts is a marathon 

of don’t-miss activities and events. 
Almost all events are free and open 
to everyone. Nae‘ole begins the 
celebration, encouraging every-
one to gather in the lobby for the 
opening protocol and presentation 
of the Namahana Award of Excel-
lence to küpuna. He suggests that 
guests take some time to read the 
program and map out their days 
and evenings so they don’t miss a 
moment of fun.

The salons are filled with Hawai-
ian cultural presentations, panel 
discussions and music. Experts 
will discuss the evolution of the 
canoe or the history of the Royal 
Hawaiian Guard. Hawaiian painter 
and historian Brook Kapükuniahi 
Parker asks an audience what kind 

of ancestors will they be. “Got 
Poi, Get Plenty!” includes taste 
testing the poi from each island. 
One salon is very dark, the better 
to see the black-light puppets 
come to life. Artist Kathy Long’s 
Celebration poster, inspired by 
Nae‘ole, premiers at The Vil-
lage Gallery in the lobby, where 
Long and other artists discuss 
their work.

Another salon fills with those 
wanting to spend an hour with 
Nä Hökü Hanohano Award-win-
ning musician Henry Kapono as 
he encourages children to use 
their creativity to write lyrics 
and music. Kapono and Nae‘ole 
were founders of the celebra-
tion. From the first year, their 
intention was to make the event 
accessible to everyone.

Nae‘ole tells the story of 
the wahi pana, the sacred land 
spread across the bluff below the 

ritz-carlton Kapalua’s gift– 
20 years of celebrating the arts

FOr rESErvAtiOnS Or inFOrmAtiOn, PlEASE CAll 808-669-6200
www.CElEbrAtiOnOFthEArtS.Org

Artwork by Kathy Long, Village Galleries

Celebration
of the Arts

2 0 t h A n n u A l

APril 6-7, 2012
EmbrACE hAwAii’S PrEmiErE hAnDS-On
ArtS & CulturAl FEStivAl

Me Ke Aloha…With Aloha To All

Opening Ceremonies, Chants & Protocol
APril 6th - 10Am, lObby EntrAnCE

hands-On Art and Demonstrations
APril 6th & 7th - 10Am-4Pm, thrOughOut hOtEl
Panels, presentations, tours, entertainment, 
film and more!

the Celebration lu‘au and Show
APril 7th - thE AlOhA gArDEn bAllrOOm
$90/adult, $45/children 5-12 years
Early ticket purchase highly recommended

Ka Wai Ola mag COA 2012_Layout 1  3/14/12  12:49 PM  Page 1

celebrAtion  
oF the Arts
 
When: April 6-8
W here: Ritz-Carlton Kapalua, Maui
F eatures: panel discussions, 
cultural demonstrations, art 
experiences, chef’s herb garden 
tours, choral presentations, hula, 
endemic-species hikes, plus 
the April 8 Easter Egg Hunt, a 
ticketed event. Evening events 
include April 6 Celebration After 
Hours CD release parties and 
April 7 Celebration Lü‘au and 
Show, tickets available at the 
hotel concierge desk

c ost: Free; fees apply only to 
ticketed events

Phone: (808) 669-6200
W eb site: celebrationofthearts.org

Demonstrating how to throw net on the lawn of the Ritz-Carlton Kapalua. - Photo: Lynn Cook

SEE ceLeBration ON PaGe 33
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by Garett Kamemoto 

M
ike Kop can see the dif-
ference when he passes 
on his knowledge to 
students. Kop teaches 
people how to make 

hula implements. “It just lifts their 
pride so high because they’re dancing 
with something that they hand made and 
they’re using something they made from 
scratch,” Kop said.

He is just one of more than 40 kumu 
who will be leading workshops as part 
of the sixth annual International Waikïkï 
Hula Conference that will take place 
May 11 to 13 at the Hawai‘i Conven-
tion Center. 

“We look forward to welcoming 
visitors and locals alike as they come 
together to share and learn from some 
of the world’s most renowned Hawai-
ian cultural practitioners,” said Marnie 

Weeks, conference producer.
Conference attendees will have the 

opportunity to choose from 80 work-
shops and seminars that cover all aspects 
of hula, from making implements to 
learning hula or oli from top kumu. 
In addition, participants can enroll in 
a hö‘ike class that will give them an 
opportunity to learn a mele and perform 
it later on stage in Waikïkï. 

The conference is open to all skill 
levels, from those who may have never 
danced before to advanced students. 
It gives participants an opportunity 
to learn from kumu who teach differ-
ent lineages of dance and to tap into a 
diverse resource of hula knowledge. It 
also allows hobbyists to learn different 
aspects of the hula they have not had the 
opportunity to experience.

It is important to share the art of 
making traditional hula implements, 

Kop said, “If I don’t teach it, then the 
culture gets lost and the art gets lost.”  

Many of the participants at the confer-
ence are from abroad, especially Japan. 
“They’re such great students,” Kop said. 
“Isn’t it great that someone who is not 
born here is so super interested in our 
culture? It makes me feel good.”

Kop will be teaching classes on 
making the ‘ulï‘ulï (feather rattle), ipu 
heke (double gourd drum) and ipu hula 
(single gourd drum.)

Registration is $250 for Hawai‘i resi-
dents ($385 for non-residents) for the 
three-day conference.  Group rates are 
available for groups of 10 or more.  For 
information or to register by May 1, visit 
waikikihulaconference.com. 

International conference highlights hula 

Saturday, April 28, 2012
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Bishop Museum

Free admission for kama`aina and military with I.D. 

Attend a special presentation 
Welo Kapala by Sig Zane

Bring the whole family
Enjoy access to the entire museum, 
Hawaiian music, games, food, and energy 
education.

Visit with Hawaiian artisans
Learn kapa making, lau hala weaving, 
lei making, quilting, weaponry, wood craft, 
feather work, and more.

Buy local
Shop our marketplace for native plants 
and support Hawaii nonpro� ts, community 
groups, and small businesses.

For more information
Visit http://growhawaiian.heco.com
or call 543-7511.

Grow HawaiianFestival

Inspiring a sustainable future by celebrating 
Hawaii’s native plants and culture

Hawaiian Electric Company presents

The 5th Annual

Saturday, April 28, 2012

Mike Kop lends his skills as a master implement 
maker at an ‘ulï‘ulï workshop. - Courtesy: Inter-
national Waikïkï Hula Conference
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by Kekoa enomoto

A 
Hilo-born septuagenarian will 
host a three-day steel guitar cel-
ebration on the Valley Isle.

The fourth annual Henry 
Kaleialoha Allen Hawaiian 

Steel Guitar Festival will showcase the 
only Hawaiian-invented stringed instru-
ment by presenting concerts, jam sessions 
and workshops April 20 to 22 at Kä‘anapali 

Beach Hotel.
“The best players that I know, they’re on 

my stage for another year of steel-guitar 
playing,” said Henry Allen, 78. 

“It’s the only place where you can come 
for workshops led by masters who all have 
different ways of teaching,” he said by 
phone from his Näpili, Maui, home.  

Organizers said the festival theme is 
“Memories of Hawai‘i: Century of Matson 
Boat Days and Aloha Tower.” Allen cited a 

singular memory, that of his musical launch 
at age 11 in Mänoa Valley, O‘ahu.

“I started one group with the boys next 
door, Peter and Billy Gonsalves. The group 
went out and played. We found a manager 
and got paid,” recalled Allen, who has 
authored How to Play the Hawaiian Steel 
Guitar (Mutual Publishing, 2008, $22.95) 
and ‘Ukulele: Pila Li‘i Li‘i (Authorhouse, 
2006, $25).

“We were named the Manoans, from 
Mänoa. In my steel-guitar book, I have a 
picture of the boys,” he said.

The festival will feature a flurry of steel-
guitar luminaries, including Alan Akaka, 
Gorden Freitas, Greg Sardinha, Duke 
Kaleolani Ching of California and Kiyoshi 
“Lion” Kobayashi of Japan.

Allen recounted his first experience 
traveling and playing with a luminary of 
stage and screen.

“A group from San Francisco came over 
(to Hawai‘i). They needed a guitar player 
who could read music, play and sing,” 
recounted Allen, who at the time just had 
graduated from McKinley High School.

“The group from San Francisco had 
a show with a well-known actor with 
Flower Drum Song – Jimmy Shigeta. 
He was a good-looking guy, with haole 
wähine dancers. They were going down 
to Guam and Japan, so I joined the show 
for nine months. … I was 19.”

Six decades later – Allen said he turns 
79 on Kamehameha Day, June 11 – one 
may hear mellifluous steel sounds at 
his website henryallen.com. His honors 
include being a past recipient of a Hawai‘i 
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
Folk and Traditional Arts Grant, and being 
named recently to the Maui Commission 
on Culture and the Arts. His more than 
half dozen albums include Blue Hawai‘i, 
Magic of Steel Guitar, Lei of Stars and 
the 2009 release East of the Sun, West of 
the Moon.

Meanwhile, Allen will welcome 
Upcountry Maui songbird – and OHA 
Trustee – Hulu Lindsey to perform.

“I’m glad Hulu, a cousin of mine from 
the Big Island, will be there Sunday,” he 
said, referring to a champagne brunch that 
will culminate the festival. 

Kekoa Enomoto is a retired copy editor 
and staff writer with The Maui News and 
former Honolulu Star-Bulletin.

maui steel-guitar virtuoso 
to share stage with the 
‘best players’ around

nā Hanana 
eVents

A master at work, Henry Kaleialoha Allen plays a Hawaiian steel guitar. His eponymous music festival invites people 
to bring their guitars and ‘ukulele and join a nightly jam session. - Courtesy: Hawaiian Music Institute

henry KAleiAlohA Allen hAWAiiAn 
steel guitAr FestivAl 

Where: Kä‘anapali Beach Hotel, Maui
When: April 20-22
cost: Free
info: Sherron Allen, (808) 669-6189, 

henrykallen@aol.com

Friday, April 20 
• Noon in lobby: Live music
• 2 p.m. at courtyard tent: various 

workshops on Hawaiian steel guitar, ‘ukulele, 
ti-leaf-skirt weaving and more. Videos of the 
late “Legends of the Steel” Fred and Ernest 
Tavares, Henry Allen, steel guitar and Matson 
cruise-ship history

• 5:30 to 9 p.m. steel-guitar music and 
hula dancers 

• 9:15 p.m. Bring your guitars or ‘ukulele 
to a jam session at nearby Hyatt Regency 
Maui’s Swan Court (shuttle available)

saturday, April 21
• 9 a.m. in lobby: Talk story with Henry 

Allen and guest artists, discussion of 
Hawai‘i Boat Days

• 10 a.m. in Kanahele Showroom: Ongoing 
PowerPoint and video presentations on steel 
guitar, cruise-ship history and the late Fred 
and Ernest Tavares; steel-guitar display, 
demonstrations; Henry Allen discusses steel 
guitar, fields questions

• 11 a.m. at courtyard tent: Neil Scott of 
the University of Hawai‘i leads steel guitar-
making workshop; ‘ukulele and hula lessons 
in the courtyard

• 1 to 3 p.m. Kanikapila with guest 
artists, dancers  

• 5:30 p.m. Recognitions by Maui Mayor 
Alan Arakawa 

• 6 p.m. Kalama Intermediate School 
60-member ‘ukulele band led by Benny 
Uyetake 

• 6:30 p.m. Sound of the Steel Legacy 
Concert features dance and vignettes from 
Aloha Tower boat days, emceed by state Sen. 
Brickwood Galuteria and Kimo Kahoano.

• 9:15 p.m. Jam session open to all at 
Hyatt Regency Maui

sunday, April 22 
• 10 a.m. at courtyard tent: Neil Scott and 

guests continue crafting, painting
• 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. onstage: Hawai‘i boat 

days interpreted in music, dance
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in the land and we’ve kind of forgotten that. 
Anyone born and raised here will remember 
their grandparents’ backyard gardens. That’s 
what we need to get back to,” Redfeather 
said.

“The Hawaiian-immersion schools are 
leading the way here. They are taking their 
crops – sweet potato, taro, coconut, bananas 
– and building the basis of a diet that keeps 
us all healthy,” she said.

Jim Lightner, hospitality division chairman 
at the Hawai‘i Community College culinary 
arts program, said he is pleased to see younger 
students taking interest and expects more will 
consider the food industry as a career.

“Growing the food is only part of the chain. 
The preparation of food, in some ways, is a 
lost art,” he said. “We’re teaching skills that 
their grandmothers knew as ‘just cooking.’ 
If we weren’t teaching it, I don’t know if it 
would carry on to the next generation.”

Second-year students are tasked with 
seeking out 80 percent local food for their 
menus.

“It’s really tough to do. They can’t just go 
to KTA and pull stuff off shelves,” Lightner 
said. “Once they understand the process, they 
can be more creative. It’s called culinary ‘arts’ 
for a reason.”

Cooking with local foods gives students a 
springboard into the industry.

“Any student who can handle local foods 
can find local jobs,” he said. “And they do. 
They stay here.”

For Dennis Gonsalves, USDA Agricultural 
Research Service center director in Hilo, the 
primary goal is cutting the state’s reliance on 
imported food.

“People are realizing we rely too much 
on imports. People get it now. That thought 
trend is there,” he said. “The Big Island has 
a chance to be the food basket for the whole 
state. We should be able to raise all our veg-
etables and fruits. Although I am not sure how 
many people would trade their rice for ‘ulu 
and poi.”

Gonsalves said the way forward might be 
a return to the old ways. 

“Growing up Kohala, everybody had a 
garden. That was part of the culture,” he said. 
“The tourism industry has taken over ag land 
on other islands. That’s not the case for the 
Big Island. We know we need to take care 
of the land. In the old Hawai‘i way, that was 
absolutely necessary. Making Hawai‘i more 

sustainable through those practices is very 
important.”

Apoliona, Kokubun and Gonsalves believe 
Hawai‘i can reduce the amount of imported 
food from the current 85 percent to 90 percent 
to about 50 percent.

As for OHA Trustee Robert Lindsey, who 
lives in Waimea and remembers growing 
up in an era where self-sufficiency wasn’t a 
buzzword but a way of life – a time of back-
yard gardens and neighbors sharing what they 
grew – he is encouraged by what he sees hap-
pening on his home island. That is, a growing 
movement toward self-reliance.

“It’s going back to the future really,” he 
said. “As the world runs out of oil, we need 
to be able to feed our people. It’s getting 
people back to the land. In the next 10 years, 
if we could get that 90 percent of imported 
food down to 60 percent, and in the next 20 
years, get it down to 25 percent, that would 

be great.”
For Kokubun, the state agriculture chair-

man, every seed sown is a giant stride toward 
a self-sufficient Hawai‘i. 

Karin Stanton, a former reporter/editor at 
West Hawai‘i Today, works for the Associ-
ated Press and Hawai‘i 24/7.

“the momentum can only 
increase. it’s just a matter of 
time and consistency.”

—Les Apoliona, Kamehameha 
Schools land asset manager for 

Kona, on seeing more restaurants 
and hotels showcasing local 

products on their menus

reVoLution
continued from page 21

“we just look at it as how can 
we feed the Big island and the 
rest of the state?”

—Kimo Pa, Hāmākua 
Springs farm manager 

Even the youngest keiki can make a difference in a school garden. Keiki from Pūnana Leo o Hilo help to rake the 
māla. - Courtesy: Naupaka Gouveia

mo‘olelo nui 
coVer story

Photo:  
Baron Sekiya
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makes exclusively for the show.
And then there are, as Holt 

Takamine says, creations that use 
“our body as a canvas.” The work of 
tattoo artist Keone Nunes will be fea-
tured. He uses traditional tools, such 
as bone, for what’s called käkau (to 
strike upon). “A lot of people don’t 
look at tattoos as wearable art so I 
was really pleased when Vicky asked 
if I’d even consider doing something 
like this,” Nunes says. “It brings it to 
a different level of understanding, if 
you will. They don’t equate tattoos 
with part of that (fashion), but for us, 
as Native Hawaiians, it is part and 
parcel of who we are and our views 
of aesthetic beauty.”

The show provides exposure 
for the artists, to perhaps a new 
and broader audience. For Yap it 
spawned a budding business. He 

says, “I didn’t really know people 
wanted my clothes until I started 
doing the show and now my fashions 
are reaching all over,” including the 
red carpet at the MTV Video Music 
Awards this year, and now he is 
working on his first collection and 
a ready-to-wear line. 

For others, the Wearable Art Show 
provides a different opportunity. “I 
do it mainly for educational pur-
poses,” says Nunes, “to me that’s 
just as valuable, to broaden people’s 
perspective.” Andrade says she does 
it to support the PA‘I Foundation and 
Maoli Arts Month. And Orme does 
it “for the collaboration experience 

of working with other artists, for the 
challenge of working on a moving 
canvas and for the fun of it.”

But the fashion business may 
still find her. A trunk show imme-
diately follows the Wearable Art 
Show, where the fashions are made 
available for purchase. “We’re art-
ists, we’re going to create things 
anyway,” Orme says. But she says 
she would be thrilled if people 
wanted her designs, and “I would 
love it if someone said, ‘We love 
what you’re doing.’ ” 

Kathy Muneno is a weekend weather 
anchor and reporter for KHON2.

tegic plan. “Uncle Peter was invaluable working along with us and the 
consultant to pull all the complex components together,” said Ahuna. In 
addition, Ho‘okahua and E2A shared the cost of the consultant’s fees.

E2A is ready for the future. “It is a mammoth undertaking, but we 
have the skills to proceed,” said Ahuna. “We may need help from the 
Ho‘okahua Program again for other organizational challenges, but for 
now we are empowered. We are starting our new journey to foster the 
Hawaiian values and culture of old in a new century for nä keiki of 
today.”

Hanohano encourages Native Hawaiian businesses, community 
groups and organizations, or organizations serving primarily Native 
Hawaiians, to contact him and “share their organization’s vision, oppor-
tunities and challenges.”

“It is our belief that these thriving Native Hawaiian nonprofits and 
businesses will form the foundation of our beloved Hawaiian nation, 
regardless of the outcome of the political process,” he said. “This is to 
help us to become a self-governing and self-determined people, control-
ling our own destiny and future.” 

Cheryl Corbiell is an instructor at the University of Hawai‘i Maui 
College-Moloka‘i and an ACE reading tutor at Kaunakakai Elementary 
School.

A Mobi PCS 
wireless program 

exclusively for 
residents of 

Hawaiian Home 
Lands (DHHL)

IF YOU LIVE ON
HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

Unlimited Talk, Text & Data Plan | 
No Service Contract Required | No Landline 
Bundle Required | No Credit Check Required

Limited
Time
Offer

YOU QUALIFY FOR THE 
BEST DEAL IN TOWN!

Unlimited
Talk, Text & Data

$24.99
/ MONTH

This Po‘okela offer is available exclusively for DHHL residents. Verifi cation of residency required. Only available at participating locations. 
Plans are subject to the Mobi PCS Terms & Conditions of service at mobipcs.com/terms. Phone availability may vary. Offer good while supplies 
last. For a limited time. Cannot be combined with any other specials or offers. Prices exclude taxes & fees.

For participating locations visit mobipcs.com/
pookelalocations. Non-DHHL plan options available. 
See website for details.

ho‘oKahua
continued from page 12

mamo
continued from page 13

maoli Arts month 

Maoli Arts Month (MAMo) will be holding events through the 
end of May on Hawai‘i Island and O‘ahu. MAMo is a community-
based effort, sponsored by the PA‘I Foundation, to celebrate the 
diversity of the Native Hawaiian arts community by promoting 
economic opportunities for these artists and cultural practitioners 
by increasing their presence in museums and galleries.  

mAmo exhibit

Fri.-Fri., April 6-27
Maoli Arts Month kicks off with the exhibit “He Maiau, He 

No‘iau, He Ola! – Skilled Men, Skilled Women, Life!” at the Wailoa 
Art Center Gallery in Hilo showcasing a variety of Native Hawaiian 
work utilizing various art media. Gallery hours are 8:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m. weekdays, except Wednesday from noon-4:30 p.m. (808) 933-
0416 or maoliartsmonth.org. A MAMo arts showcase will also be 
featured at Arts at Mark’s Garage on May 4 for First Friday in 
downtown Honolulu. (808) 521-2903 or hawaiiartsalliance.org. 
Other MAMo events include the OHA - Sponsored Native Hawai-
ian Arts Market May 19-20 at Bishop Museum.

“i didn’t really know people wanted my clothes 
until i started doing the show and now my fash-
ions are reaching all over.” 

—Carrington “Baba” Yap, whose designs will be seen on 
the red carpet at the MTV Video Music Awards this year
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north Kona district
NOTICE OF INTENDED 

DISPOSITION OF HUMAN 
SKELETAL REMAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
in accordance with the Native 
American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), 43 
CFR 10.6 (c), of the intent to trans-
fer custody of Native Hawaiian 
human remains in the control of 
the U.S. Navy. 

An assessment of the human 
remains was made by Navy officials 
in consultation with representatives 
of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 
Hui Mälama I Nä Küpuna ‘O 
Hawai‘i Nei, O‘ahu Island Burial 
Council, Pacific Justice and Rec-
onciliation Center, and the O‘ahu 
Council of Hawaiian Civic Clubs. 
A decision was reached through 
consultation to transfer custody of 
these human skeletal remains to the 
O‘ahu Council of Hawaiian Civic 
Clubs.

On March 15, 2011, human skel-
etal remains were discovered by 
fishermen along the Pearl Harbor 
shoreline near Neal S. Blaisdell 
Park, Waimalu, O‘ahu, Tax Map 
Key: 9-8-007:008. The human skel-
etal remains were found eroding out 
of the shore bank. The individual 
identity of the remains could not 
be ascertained from archaeological 
investigations or historical records. 
No associated funerary objects were 
recorded with the remains.

Officials of the U.S. Navy have 
determined, pursuant to 43 CFR 
10.2 (d)(1), that the human remains 
described above represent the phys-
ical remains of five individuals of 
Native Hawaiian ancestry based 
on its location, manner of inter-
ment, and previous discoveries in 
the area.

In accordance with NAGPRA 
Section 10.6(c), the U.S. Navy 
is publishing this general notice 
to solicit claims of custody of 
these human skeletal remains. 
Representatives of any other 
Native Hawaiian organization 
that believes itself to be culturally 

affiliated with these human 
skeletal remains and wishes to 
claim custody should immediately 
contact the Navy’s Cultural 
Resources Manager in writing 
at Environmental Planning EV2, 
NAVFAC Hawai‘i, 400 Marshall 
Road, Building X-11, Pearl 
Harbor, HI 96860. The transfer 
of custody of the human skeletal 
remains to the O‘ahu Council of 
Hawaiian Civic Clubs shall occur 
after thirty (30) days from date of 
publication of Notice of Transfer, 
unless additional claimants come 
forward and the proper recipient 
cannot be determined pursuant to 
NAGPRA. 

Kaua‘i island

NOTICE OF SECTION 106 
CONSULTATION MEETINGS 
ON KAUA‘I

The County of Kaua‘i is hold-
ing two Section 106 Consultation 
Meetings of the National Historic 
Preservation Act (NHPA) to discuss 
both projects at each meeting:

Nawiliwili-Ahukini Shared-Use 
Path Federal Aid Project CMAQ-
0700(57); and Ahukini-Lydgate 
Park Shared-Use Path Federal Aid 
Project STP-0700(51)
date: thursday, April 26, 2012 
t ime: 2:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

ANd 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
location: lïhu‘e civic center
pi‘ikoi Building, conf. 
rooms A & B
4444 rice Street, 
lïhu‘e, HI 96766

Link to County of Kaua‘i Maps 
of County Facilities can be found 
here: http://kauai.gov/tabid/164/
Default.aspx

If there are any questions or 
additional information is required 
regarding the meeting, please con-
tact Mr. Doug Haigh at County 
of Kaua‘i Department of Public 
Works at (808) 241-4849.  If spe-
cial accessibility or communication 
accommodations are required, con-
tact Mr. Haigh by Thursday, April 
19, 2012. 

(808) 737-6150
www.PDISHawaii.com

4211 Wai’alae Ave, Suite 102
Honolulu, HI 96816
Located at Kahala Mall

implants.  It provides a three dimensional image and cross-sectional images of the jaw 
 

grafting procedures and uses only four implants on each arch to support
immediate placement of teeth on the implants in Just One Day.

School, received her specialty degree in Advanced Prosthodontics. 
As a Prosthodontist, she uses customized treatment planning to 
handle even the most complex of dental conditions, focusing on 
improving oral function, appearance, comfort and health. Learn 
more about Dr. Asam at www.PDISHawaii.com

3D CT ScanPanoramic

($400 Value)($400 Value)($89 Value)($89 Value)

MISSING MULTIPLE TEETH MULTIPLE IMPLANTS

MISSING ALL TEETH ALL-ON-4

MISSING SINGLE TOOTH SINGLE IMPLANT
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Ks gRaduate loses  
CanCeR figHt

N
atalie Oana, a 1977 Kamehameha Schools graduate who 
was featured in Ka Wai Ola during her search for a bone-
marrow donor while battling leukemia, has died several 
months after receiving a transplant in Seattle. She was 
52.

Even though they lost their mother, Oana’s two children, Jeannin-
Melissa and Brigitte, are grateful to the donor who gave their family 
a “ray of hope” that the transplant would provide a cure, said Jeannin-
Melissa, a former intern at the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. 

Oana, a single mom and professional volleyball player, was an 
all-star at Kamehameha and earned several state championships. In 
KWO’s May 2011 issue, she described her battle with leukemia as “a 
big volleyball match of life.” 

The transplant was successful, but complications arose. After 
returning home Jan. 30 after a Sept. 21 transplant in Seattle, Oana 

“had two really good 
weeks and an awe-
some weekend with 
friends” before she 
passed on March 
6. Services fol-
lowed March 16 at 
Kawaiaha‘o Church.

During her battle, 
Oana’s fighting spirit 
remained strong as 
her family, friends 
and classmates ral-
lied to her side and 
organized bone-
marrow registration 
drives to encourage 
Hawaiians to become 
donors. In just a two-
month period, they 
registered almost 
500 people. The 
local bone-marrow 

registry noted a need for Hawaiians and other ethnic minorities to 
register because odds for a match are best within the same ethnicity. 

Jeannin-Melissa said had the transplant succeeded, her mom would 
have gained 10 to 14 years of her life. She and her sister plan to 
continue promoting the donor program to help others in need. They 
also plan to organize both volleyball tournaments to benefit patients 
with acute myelogenous leukemia and educational outreach on bone-
marrow donations for patients and caregivers. 

“My sister and I are both on the registry, and if we ever have the 
possibility of donating our marrow to someone, we’d donate in a 
heartbeat,” said Jeannin-Melissa, adding that her mother didn’t raise 
quitters. “Every time you accomplish something it reflects on how she 
was as a mother and how she raised us. And doing all these projects 
in her honor helps us to realize that it doesn’t end here. Her passing 
is not just the ending; it’s just the beginning of a lot more to come.” 
—Lisa Asato 

maui’s WaRRioR

O
n March 15, Maui, and all of Hawai‘i, lost 
a champion of causes. Charles Kauluwehi 
Maxwell Sr. protected Kaho‘olawe. 
When the island was used for target 
practice by the U.S. Navy, Maxwell 

stood up and spoke loud enough to be heard. Even 
though he was a police officer and knew the law, when 
Hawaiians accessed the off-limits Kaho‘olawe island, 

he went too. He 
had a deeper 
knowledge of 
the law of the 
land and what 
was right for 
Hawai‘i.

He stood 
against devel-
opment until 
the rights of the 
ancestors were 
honored. To 
his last days, 
he fought to 
stop building 
atop Haleakalä 

Crater. He was an outspoken member of the Hawai‘i 
advisory group to the U.S. Civil Rights Commission 
and a passionate cultural consultant at the Maui Ocean 
Center, where he shared his knowledge of the crea-
tures of the sea.

Clifford Nae‘ole, cultural adviser to the Ritz-Carl-
ton Kapalua, who served with Maxwell on the Maui/
Läna‘i Islands Burial Council, said: “He would stand 
and say, ‘I can’t let this go,’ and he would launch into 
what was wrong and what should be done. He always 
knew what was pono, what was right, and when he 
explained the reasons, he could change the outcome of 
a meeting – or at the very least, he stopped the action 
until a new outcome could be considered.”

On Maui, when hundreds of burials were unearthed 
during construction of the Ritz-Carlton Kapalua in the 
1980s, Maxwell helped lead the opposition. In the end, 
the hotel changed course and moved its development 
farther mauka. Once development and digging was 
stopped on the Honokahua site and the disturbed iwi 
were being reburied, the work was intense. There were 
times, Nae‘ole said, that even in driving wind and rain, 
Maxwell insisted they continue. 

Maxwell, who was born in 1937, was also known 
for his sense of humor and love of music and hula. 
Ordained as a kahu, he and his late wife, Nina, directed 
the Pukalani Hula Hälau. Nae‘ole says his own mom 
babysat Uncle Charlie when he was a small boy. As 
adults, Maxwell admitted that he got “lickens” because 
he was so rascal. —Lynn Cook 

He Ho‘omana‘o 
In memorIam

HaWaiian HealeR Relied 
on spiRitual guidanCe

A
n undated YouTube video shows Levon 
Ohai discussing plants he comes across 
as he walks along a Kë‘ë trail on Kaua‘i’s 
North Shore. He talks about the plants 
used in traditional Hawaiian healing, or 

lä‘au lapa‘au, as if they were old friends. “Great war-
riors,” he calls the select few that he holds in highest 
regard.

Ohai, a master practitioner in Hawaiian healing who 
believed training in the art was best when coupled 
with spiritual guidance, died March 3. He was 70. 

“If you are being guided by a higher divine source 
in your choice of medicines as you go out and you 
look for these plants – and they were handed down to 
us through visions, dreams, foresight and again, intu-
ition … then knowledge plus intuition would make 
you almost perfect in your choices,” he said.

A Kaua‘i native, Ohai learned traditional healing 
from his grandparents. In his travels, he found that 
most traditions 
about plants and 
medicine are “just 
about the same 
wherever you go 
in different parts 
of the world. The 
old people know 
about the same 
plants that you 
know about, just 
that it’s called by a 
different name,” he 
said, smiling.

After earning 
a bachelor of science degree from Brigham Young 
University in Provo, Utah, in 1965, Ohai served in 
Vietnam before completed his military service with 
honors. In 1972, he earned his master’s degree from 
the University of Arizona. His career includes work as 
a primary school counselor and teaching at the high-
school and community-college levels. 

Ohai is credited with  developing courses and reviv-
ing interest in lä‘au lapa‘au with a new generation 
of Hawaiian learners at the University of Hawai‘i 
Kamakaküokalani Center for Hawaiian Studies. It is 
said that his classes, popular with the students, filled 
up fast.

Hardy Spoehr of Papa Ola Lökahi said Ohai was 
a “kind and gentle person” who was instrumental in 
establishing the kupuna council on Kaua‘i and pre-
serving traditional healing practices in Hawai‘i. Ohai 
is a past recipient of Papa Ola Lökahi’s Ka‘önohi 
Award for his commitment to the health of Native 
Hawaiians. —Lisa Asato 

Brigitte, left, and Jeannin-Melissa Russo hold a picture of 
their mom, Natalie Oana. - Photo: Lisa Asato
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Applications open for 
OHA-funded Liko A‘e 
scholarship program

The University of Hawai‘i Maui 
College has announced an Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs grant award 
of $430,000 to Liko A‘e Native 
Hawaiian Scholarship Program. 
This award will provide Hawaiian 
students pursuing higher education 
degrees financial aid for the upcom-
ing 2012-13 academic year. 

The focus of the grant is on 
nontraditional students attending 
accredited universities and colleges 
nationwide and certain vocational 
schools in Hawai‘i. Scholarship 
awards range between $2,000 and 
$5,000 per full-time student for the 
school year. 

“Liko A‘e has a long and success-
ful track record of assisting higher 
education students with financial 
aid, and wrap-around services that 
include counseling, community 
service and cultural activities. We 
have a great opportunity before us 
to continue this program and to be 
aligned with one of OHA’s strate-
gic goals to increase the number of 
Native Hawaiians graduating from 
college,” said Liko A‘e program 
director Malia Davidson. “This is 
a win-win partnership.  

“With OHA’s ongoing support, 
we continue doing what we are 
passionate about – helping our stu-
dents navigate their way through 
the many facets of academia and 
see them through to graduation.”

Deadline to apply is May 1.  The 
application can be found online 
at likoae.org.  Students should check 
the site for application requirements 
prior to applying. For more infor-
mation, visit likoae.org or call the 
office at (808) 984-3630. 

 

Hawaiian hospitality 
training offered

Registration is being accepted 
for the Native Hawaiian Hospital-
ity Association’s new Ho‘okipa 
Learning Center program, which 

launched on O‘ahu March 27.
Ho‘okipa Learning Center pro-

vides training in authentic Hawaiian 
hospitality for visitor-industry man-
agement and staff at all levels.  

Registration is open for the April 
24 and 25 modules. Cost is $35 per 
eligible participant. Those register-
ing by April 10 are encouraged to 
apply for a 50 percent tuition sub-
sidy through the Employment and 
Training Fund Program. Registra-
tion information is available online 
at nahha.com/hlc .

Ho‘okipa Learning Center cur-
riculum has six, four-module 
series. The subsidized modules on 
April 24 and 25 are from Series 
II: Nänä I Ke Kumu, which covers 
how and why Hawaiian culture can 
provide a basis for unity, fairness 
and development of shared values, 
and result in a workplace environ-
ment of excellence in productivity 
and growth.

Ho‘okipa Learning Center fac-
ulty members are Native Hawaiian 
graduates of NaHHA’s Ola Hawai‘i 
Program and represent both the cul-
ture and the travel industry. Many 
hold management positions at 
island hotels. 

For information about Ho‘okipa 
Learning Center, visit NaHHA.
com/HLC or call Pam at (808) 
628-6375.

Monthly movie nights 
coming to MA‘O farms

Kauhale ‘O Wai‘anae – a group 
comprising students from MA‘O 
Organic Farms, Searider Produc-
tions and Mäkaha Studios – will 
host a series of dinner-and-a-movie 
nights to raise funds for a summer 
trip to New Zealand.

The series, called “Ku: Stand, 
be Transformed,” takes place once 
a month at MA‘O Organic Farms, 
86-148 Pühäwai Road in Wai‘anae. 
Movies to be shown are: Papa Mau: 
The Wayfinder, April 28; and Ingre-
dients Hawai‘i, May 19.

Tickets, which are tax-deduct-
ible, include an organic dinner 
and refreshment and a talk story 

Professional hula and Polynesian dancer 
Pōmaika‘inokeakua Lenore Klein was installed as 
Honolulu’s 2012 Lei Day queen March 3 at McCoy 
Pavilion. Klein, a Waimānalo native who is fluent in 
Hawaiian, began dancing hula at 5 years old with 
Kumu Hula Ellen Castillo. More recently she has danced 
under Kumu Hula Keano Kaupu and Lono Padilla. Klein 
is a former Miss Hawaiian Islands who represented 
Hawai‘i at the Miss South Pacific Pageant in Papua 
New Guinea, in 2010. She has an associate’s degree 
in liberal arts from Kapi‘olani Community College. 
Comprising the Lei Day court are first princess Kalai Sina 
Chow from Papakōlea, O‘ahu; second princess Christian 
Lei U‘i Kaholokula from Kaua‘i; and princesses Catelin 
Kawahinekoa Aiwohi from Maui, Lorene Yoshimi Gima 
from O‘ahu and Courtney Ellen Lynn Ku‘uleilani Lynch, 
also from O‘ahu. Like Klein, two of the princesses also 
have ties to pageants: Kaholokula and Aiwohi will be 
representing their islands in the Miss Hawai‘i pageant 
in June. Honolulu’s 85th annual Lei Day Celebration is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 1, from 9 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. at Kapi‘olani Park bandstand. For lei-contest 
rules and a schedule of free lei-making workshops 
around O‘ahu, visit honoluluparks.com. Courtesy: Dave 
Miyamoto/Dave Miyamoto and Co.

lei day CouRt announCed

The state Senate honored the Kapolei Community Development Corp. for its efforts to “create a place for the community to thrive, learn and 
strengthen their families.” During a March 2 floor presentation, Sen. Mike Gabbard also commended the nonprofit founded by homestead leaders 
in 2008 for “setting an inspiring example for what a small group of determined people can achieve for the betterment of the community by kūlia 
i ka nu‘u (striving for excellence).” Since 2008, the nonprofit has been awarded two leases in Kapolei by the state Department of Hawaiian 
Home Lands. The leases were awarded through programs that give homesteaders the power to plan, design, construct and fund projects for the 
community benefit. The first lot was to establish a community center, which stalled due to the economic downturn. More recently, the group 
received a second lease to develop a commercial enterprise that would support the stalled community center and jumpstart its establishment. 
Pictured, from left, are: Gabbard, KCDC director Clayton Brown, treasurer Homelani Schaedel, president Shirley Swinney, vice president Paul 
Richards, and Sens. Malama Solomon, Pohai Ryan and Kalani English – Courtesy: Senate Communications

senate HonoRs Kapolei Homestead nonpRofit
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with   directors and/or cast members. 
Homemade snacks will be available for 
purchase. No outside food or coolers.

Cost is $20 per film for mäkua 
(adults), and $10 per film for ‘öpio 
(youth), and free for keiki younger 
than 5. For tickets, email info@maoor 
ganicfarms.org or call (808) 696-5569.

Events run from 5 to 8 p.m., with 
movies starting promptly at 7 p.m. The 
event will go on rain or shine. 

Lorax campaign now embraces 
Native Hawaiian plants

A national campaign by IHOP to dis-
tribute spruce seeds as a way to promote 
the new Dr. Seuss The Lorax movie has 
ended in Hawai‘i, thanks to the state Land 
and Natural Resources Department.

The promotion encouraged IHOP 
customers to plant tree seeds, much 
like in the movie. The problem was that 
IHOP distributed bookmarks containing 
Engelmann spruce seeds, which are native 
to parts of the continental U.S. but not to 
Hawai‘i.

In a news release, DLNR said it “worked 
with local IHOP managers and the IHOP 
corporate headquarters in California to 
voluntarily discontinue the distribution of 
promotional bookmarks embedded with 
seeds at Hawai‘i IHOP locations.” 

The national restaurant chain also ended 
the promotion in Puerto Rico and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, where Engelmann spruce is 
also a non-native species.

While the Englemann spruce “may not 
pose a high risk to Hawai‘i’s native plants, 
other species of spruce trees have been 
observed to be invasive in parts of the 
Pacific, where they replace native plants 
and the animals that depend on them,” 
DLNR said.

IHOP customers who received a Lorax 
bookmark can exchange it for a free Native 
Hawaiian plant through the end of April at 
the following participating nurseries:

>> O‘ahu –  Hui Kü Maoli Ola,  46-403 
Ha‘ikü Road, Käne‘ohe; open weekdays 
7:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Saturday 7:30 a.m.-
noon,  closed Sunday.  Contact: (808) 
235-6165, hawaiiannativeplants.com.

>> Maui –  Native Nursery and Ho‘olawa 
Farms,  exchange facilitated by the Maui 
Invasive Species Committee (MISC).  Call 
MISC at (808) 573-6472.

>> Hawai‘i Island – Big Island Plants 
or Kü ‘Öhi‘a Laka, exchange facilitated 
by the Big Island Invasive Species Com-
mittee (BIISC). Contact BIISC at (808) 
933-3345.

KCC to host STEM Summer 
Bridge programs

Since 2006, the Kapi‘olani Community 
College STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math) Program has 
engaged ‘öiwi (Native Hawaiian) high 
school juniors and seniors in science and 
engineering through Summer Bridge ses-
sions providing a solid foundation in math 
and science.  

The program emphasizes the Hawaiian 
tradition of observation and innovation, 
keeping students engaged in their studies of 
modern science and engineering and help-
ing them find success in these fields. Most 
recently, funding from the U.S. National 
Science Foundation Tribal Colleges and 
Universities Program has enabled KCC 
STEM to expand and strengthen pathways 
for ‘öiwi students interested in natural sci-
ences and engineering.

From June 18 to July 27, KCC will host 
a six-week summer sustainability science 
and engineering program for graduating 
‘öiwi seniors. Full scholarships covering 
tuition, lunch and supplies will be awarded 
to all students accepted to the program.

The Häkilo track offers the study of 
ecology through ‘äina-focused activities, 
and the ‘IKE track, which stands for Indig-
enous Knowledge in Engineering, allows 
students to explore engineering through 
hands-on design projects. 

Students successfully completing the 
Summer Bridge program earn college 
math credit and get a valuable head start 
on their college careers in fields from 
natural-resource management to mechani-
cal engineering. Past participants include 
those pursuing undergraduate and gradu-
ate degrees in science and engineering at 
the University of Hawai‘i-Mänoa, UH-
Hilo and Chaminade University. 

KCC STEM welcomes all who are 
interested to apply. Deadline is April 18. 
For information, contact Keolani Noa at 
734-9236, email keolani@hawaii.edu or 
visit stem.kcc.hawaii.edu or tinyurl.com/
summerexperience2012 . 

hotel, and how the owners and management of 
Ritz-Carlton did the culturally correct things 
from the first day of discovery. When construc-
tion began on what was to be The Ritz-Carlton 
Kapalua, a startling discovery was made. The 
iwi, bones, of more than 2,000 Hawaiian 
küpuna, ancestors, were buried on the bluff 
above Honokahua Bay. The burial site dated 
from A.D. 850 to the early 1800s. The con-
struction halted. Hawaiian cultural specialists 
were called in and the entire resort design 
was changed. In an unprecedented decision 
by the owners and management of the hotel, 
the Honokahua Preservation Site was created 
to honor the reinterred remains and the resort 
moved high on the hill above the bay.

For the celebration, courtyards are filled 
with artisans. It is the place to make and learn 
to play a nose flute, try your hand at pound-
ing poi or carving stone, sew the precious 
Ni‘ihau shells, weave lauhala or pound bark 
into kapa.

On Friday evening, Celebration After 
Hours will premier the new CD from Maui’s 
own award-winning Hawaiian falsetto singer 
Kamakakehau Fernandez. On Saturday, the 
men of Waipuna will travel from O‘ahu to 
showcase their E Ho‘i Mai CD. At the Satur-
day Celebration Lü‘au and Show, everything 
is made to perfection, as if it were being served 
in the homes of the staff and management. To 

be sure the pig is perfect, the imu is dug in the 
center of the lawn behind the lü‘au pavilion – 
certainly an unexpected site at a grand hotel. 
Entertainment ranges from Henry Kapono to 
‘Ulalena with hula and music nonstop.

Nae‘ole says, “By celebrating the artistry of 
this culture, the accomplishments of their past 
and the challenges of our future, the spirit of 
this place we call home will forever endure.” 


Lynn Cook is a local freelance journalist 
sharing the arts and culture of Hawai‘i with 
a global audience.

ceLeBration
continued from page 25

LunaLiLo
continued from page 22

direction of architect Glenn Mason and were 
conducted by Darcey Builders Inc. and Progres-
sive Landscaping Inc. and in conjunction with 
Kawaiaha‘o Church.

In addition to the tomb’s historical importance, 
it also holds great architectural significance. It 
is one of the earliest concrete-block structures 
built in Hawai‘i and is an example of the Gothic 
Revival style, with a symmetrical Greek cross 
plan with steep intersecting gable roofs.

For these reasons, workers took great care 
to keep the building’s integrity in mind, often 
referring to historic photos from the Hawai‘i 
State Archives and researching other architec-
tural aspects from that time period to ensure 
significant characteristics of the mausoleum be 

kept intact.
The project was substantially completed in 

January 2012, with a handful of minute details 
needing to be finished. A private dedication 
of the tomb and the site conducted by Kahu 
Kekuna was held that month for representatives 
from the donor organizations, and the newly 
restored tomb was opened to the public for the 
first time on Jan. 29, an Ali‘i Sunday marking 
Lunalilo’s birthday.

Although the tomb is not open to the public, 
its grounds are accessible daily for visitation, 
something Asam highly recommends: “It’s 
just a really nice place to go and reflect about 
his gifts to the Hawaiian people, especially our 
küpuna.” 

Sarah Pacheco, an O‘ahu-based freelance 
writer, is a former assistant regional editor for 
MidWeek. 

It’s a sight to behold as workers prepare to kalua pigs in 
the imu. – Photo: Lynn Cook
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N
ewton Kulani Purdy was born 
Oct. 15, 1928, in Kalaupapa, 
Moloka‘i. His father, Robert 
Waipa Purdy, was a 
leprosy patient who 

lived in Kalaupapa with Kulani’s 
mother, Marcy Kepalai Kinney. 
Kulani’s mother did not have 
leprosy but had volunteered to 
accompany his father to Kalau-
papa to care for him as a family 
helper.

State law at the time required 
the separation of all children at 
birth from their parents. Most 
of the children grew up with 
other relatives or were taken to 
an orphanage. Immediately after 
Kulani was born, he was taken from his 
parents and was raised outside the Kalau-
papa settlement by an aunt.

Though Kulani was born in Kalaupapa, 
his birth certificate listed his place of birth 
as Honolulu. This was a common prac-
tice by the Health Department for birth 
certificates of the children born in Kalau-
papa. At the time it was done to spare 
children born at Kalaupapa the stigma of 
having a parent or parents with leprosy. 
Yet, despite this sadness of having to be 
taken from his parents at birth, Kulani 
was never bitter.   

Kulani attended Roosevelt High School 
but left before graduating to join the Army. 
He was in the Army for seven years, serv-
ing as an infantry soldier, military police 
officer and Army Signal Corps. At one 
point during his service in the Army, he 
served under Gen. “Ike” Eisenhower. His 
final Army assignment was in New York 
City, where he was honorably discharged. 
He decided to stay in New York and ended 
up living there for more than 50 years.  

In New York he worked in a fabric shop 
and later at the Hawai‘i Visitors Bureau. 
He was very passionate about organizing 
Hawaiians to get together. He first got 
involved with the Hawaiian entertainers 
at the Hawaiian Room of the Lexing-
ton Hotel. Kulani began to compose a 

newsletter and phone directory for all 
Hawaiians living on the East Coast and 
sent them to everyone and anyone that 

was interested. This was before 
the Internet, and his newslet-
ter provided them with a way 
to network with each other. 
He named the newsletter the 
Polynesian Registry. He pro-
duced the newsletter entirely 
at his own expense. Because 
of this it appeared sporadically 
depending on what he had left 
over after paying for his living 
expenses.  

Kulani spread the word about 
the annual Hawaiian May Day 
picnic in Central Park. It started 

more than 20 years ago by members of 
the local Hawaiian community to cele-
brate May Day. The annual Central Park 
Picnic brings together more than 300 
people from the Hawaiian community 
together each year. It was first held on 
the first Sunday in May then later moved 
to the first Sunday in June. This event, 
which is a potluck, has afforded hundreds 
of Hawaiian expatriates a chance to sing, 
dance, eat, talk story and meet old and 
new friends.

Kulani was a confirmed bachelor, and 
his ‘ohana consisted of all the “local” 
expats in and around the New York area, 
extending into New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware and Maryland. He was known 
as the glue that held everyone together 
and was the first to reach out to homesick 
Hawaiians in Manhattan. Everyone knew 
him for his kindness and generosity.

Kulani left New York in 2006 to return 
home to Moloka‘i. He lived at Home 
Pumehana on Moloka‘i when he first 
returned to Hawai‘i. He was very involved 
with a program on Moloka‘i encouraging 
küpuna to be more active. Later and until 
his death he lived at Lë‘ahi Hospital on 
O‘ahu.

Kulani Purdy passed away peacefully 
on Saturday, Feb. 11 at Lë‘ahi Hospital. 
He was 83. 

Remembering Newton Kulani Purdy

Colette Y.  
Machado

Chairperson,  
Trustee, Moloka‘i  

and La-na‘i

Trustee’s note: This month, I’ve asked 
Makana Risser Chai to summarize an 
important law review article.

P
rofessor Julian Aguon, 
formerly of Ka Huli Ao 
Center for Excellence 
in Native Hawaiian 
Law at UH, wrote The 

Commerce of Recognition on 
international law and federal rec-
ognition. Aguon identified three 
theories of international law but 
thinks only one is potentially 
viable.

The occupation/deoccupation 
theory, pursued by Keanu Sai, 
Ph.D., and others, holds that 
Hawai‘i remains an independent 
country that has been illegally occupied 
by another country. Aguon identifies five 
problems with this theory. (1) The invasion 
and overthrow were not illegal under inter-
national law at the time, therefore could 
not be redressed today. (2) Even if they 
were illegal, the law of occupation is ill-
equipped to provide redress. (3) The case 
of the Baltic states of Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia are not analogous to Hawai‘i, for 
five reasons. (4) This theory only applies 
when the two countries were at war, but 
the U.S. never was at war with Hawai‘i. 
(5) Assuming they were illegal, Hawai‘i 
must seek redress from the U.N. Security 
Council, where the U.S. has a veto.

A second theory is the indigenization/
indigenous rights theory. The advantage 
of this theory is that Hawaiians do have 
rights under the United Nations Declara-
tion on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
The disadvantage is that the declaration is 
nonbinding at this time.

Aguon believes the colonization/decolo-
nization theory is the best for Hawai‘i. He 
points out that in 1946 Hawai‘i was placed 
on the United Nations list of colonies 
slated for decolonization. It was wrongly 
removed in 1959 because the statehood 
plebiscite, or vote, failed to comply with 
international standards: only descendants 
of the kingdom’s citizens should have been 
allowed to vote. 

The professor points out that the advan-
tage of this approach is that there is a 

well-developed mechanism for putting 
colonies back on the list and having new 
plebiscites. The forum is the U.N. Gen-

eral Assembly where the U.S. 
has only one vote (out of 193). 
In addition, there is international 
momentum in this direction as the 
U.N. announced a Third Interna-
tional Decade for the Eradication 
of Colonialism in January 2011.

In contrast, Professor Aguon 
believes there are problems with 
seeking federal recognition under 
the Akaka bill or other process. 
He believes federal recognition 
is unnecessary, because the case 
Rice v. Cayetano applies only to 
voting, not to Hawaiian entitle-
ments. In addition, he points out 

that because Indians are exempt from the 
14th amendment, they also are not pro-
tected by it. Courts have denied Indians 
rights as a result. As he says, “What Con-
gress giveth, it can taketh away.”

Aguon also notes that the Apology Res-
olution passed by Congress in 1993 would 
be considered an admission by the U.S. 
under international law. But if Hawaiians 
go for federal recognition, they could be 
seen as acquiescing in the U.S. coloniza-
tion and thus waiving the protections of the 
Apology Bill and international law.

Professor Aguon concludes, “if and 
when Känaka Maoli employ this tool 
called law, U.S. or international, they 
should take great care to bring to the 
project their full cultural selves, i.e., 
their integral indivisible sense of what it 
means, in the very core of their individual 
and collective psyches and spirits, to be 
Känaka Maoli. While one of their eyes 
can be on the prize of legal redress, the 
other eye must stay unflinchingly fixed 
on what most matters – each other, the 
children, the ancient ones, the bird, moon, 
sea – as known and loved in a uniquely 
Känaka Maoli way, which would refuse 
the sacrilege of flabbily settling for ‘the 
best we can get.’ ”

To comment on this or any other is-
sue of concern, feel free to contact me 
on twitter @PeterApo, Facebook/Peter 
Apo or PeterAOHA@gmail.com.

Peter 
Apo

Vice Chair,  
Trustee, O‘ahu

International law and federal recognition of the 
Hawaiian nation
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A
loha e nä ‘öiwi ‘ölino mai Hawai‘i 
a Ni‘ihau a puni ke ao mälamalama. 
As I wrote in my January column: 
“2012 signals change as 
Native Hawaiians and 

other Pacific Islanders press on to 
impact the work of the U.S. Census 
Bureau.

“Census 2020 is eight years away 
as the bureau transforms the nearly 
40-year-old Race and Ethnic Advi-
sory Committee (REAC) system of 
community leaders advising solely on 
the decennial census, into a combined 
REAC-community and scientist-led 
national panel, partnering with desig-
nated ‘working groups’ to oversee a 
diverse menu of bureau initiatives, not just lim-
ited to the decennial census. The charter for this 
national panel starts in 2012. 

“The Census Bureau 
established the Race and 
Ethnic Advisory Com-
mittees in 1975 to assist 
the bureau in planning 
for the 1980 Census with 
the goal to reduce census 
undercount in hard-to-
count communities. The 
Census Bureau REACs 
for African American, 
American Indian/Alaska 
Native, Hispanic and 
Asian/Pacific Islander 
were updated following 
amendments in 1997 to 
OMB Directive 15, which 
by administrative policy 
implemented the fifth REAC for Native Hawai-
ian and Other Pacific Islanders (NHOPI).” 

By May 2012, the U.S. Federal Register will 
announce the Charter of the National Advisory 
Committee on Racial, Ethnic and Other Popula-
tions (NAC) for the U.S. Bureau of the Census. 
The Federal Register will request nominations 
for members to the U.S. Census Bureau’s NAC. 
This committee will function solely as an advi-
sory committee to the Census Bureau and will 
perform in compliance with the Federal Advi-
sory Committee Act. This committee’s kuleana 
(responsibility) will be to advise the Director 
of the Bureau of the Census. Members of the 
National Advisory Committee will be race, 
ethnic and other population experts providing 

input on economic, socio-economic, housing, 
demographic, geographic, linguistic, technologi-
cal, methodological, behavioral and operational 

variables affecting accuracy, cost and 
implementation of Census Bureau 
initiatives, activities, programs and sur-
veys, including the decennial census, 
most immediately, the 2020 Census.

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Island-
ers, across the nation, “heads up” for 
the U.S. Federal Register announcing 
the Charter of the National Advisory 
Committee on Racial, Ethnic and Other 
Populations and the recruitment notice 
for nominations to panel membership. 
E ala ë käkou (Let’s be aware), “The 
lack of data limits the ability of federal, 

state efforts, public and private, to understand 
issues and trends that inform policy and pro-
grams targeting NHPI populations. The need for 

disaggregated data is especially urgent in light of 
the recent 2010 data recording some of the high-
est growth rates in the United States among the 
NHPI population… .” And “… increased efforts 
to obtain robust samples of NHPIs warrant 
immediate attention in order for federal agencies 
to fully comply with the revised OMB Directive 
15.” “Failure to produce highly reliable estimates 
on numerically small diverse populations at the 
national level compromises effective planning 
and interventions to address their social, eco-
nomic and health concerns.” “Evidence-based 
research is essential to develop effective policies 
and interventions.” (AAPI Nexus Journal-Native 
Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders, Fall 2011). 
40/48 

E ala ë 2020: Native Hawaiian and Pacific  
Islander populations

Haunani Apoliona, 
MSW

Trustee, At-large

‘A
no‘ai kakou …  

Two of the most impor-
tant pieces of legislation in 
recent OHA his-
tory have been 

approved by committees in 
the state Senate and now look 
toward consideration by the 
House of Representatives.

SeNAte BIll 2783
On March 2, the Senate com-

mittees on Judiciary and Labor 
and Ways and Means passed SB 
2783 (part of Governor Aber-
crombie’s Legislative Package) 
UNAMENDED. SB 2783 will: 
(1) Resolve all claims OHA has raised 
relating to its portion of income from the 
Public Land Trust from Nov. 7, 1978, to 
June 30, 2012; and (2) Fulfill constitu-
tional obligations to Native Hawaiians 
by providing OHA with fee-simple 
title to certain parcels of land situated 
in Kakaako Makai. The proposal would 
not affect any other claims against the 
state. The bill now goes to the floor of 
the Senate for approval before it crosses 
over to the House.

I would like to thank everyone who 
supported SB 2783, including Gov. Neil 
Abercrombie, the Attorney General, the 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, 
the Kalihi Palama Hawaiian Civic 
Club, the O‘ahu Council Association 
of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, the Native 
Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce, the 
Ko‘olau Foundation, Kako‘o ‘Oiwi, the 
Ko‘olaupoko Hawaiian Civic Club, the 
Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, 
and the Council for Native Hawaiian 
Advancement. 

Once SB 2783 passes and the lands 
are transferred to OHA, the revenues 
generated by the parcels will help to 
support OHA’s many Native Hawaiian 
programs. However, this may take some 
time as we assess all of the options avail-
able to us and work through complicated 
property issues that need to be dealt with 
before the parcels are ready for use.

SeNAte BIll 682, SeNAte drAFt 1
On March 1, the Senate committees 

on Water, Land and Housing, and Judi-
ciary and Labor passed SB 682 SD1. 
Essentially, SB 682 SD1 would allow 

residential development on 
two parcels (919 and 653 Ala 
Moana Blvd.), which will be 
conveyed to OHA if SB 2783 
is approved by the Legislature 
in its current form.  

OHA, along with the gov-
ernor and attorney general, 
testified in support of SB 682 
SD 1. The attorney general 
testified that he appreciates 
the bill’s intent and didn’t 
object to its passage as long 
as it does not hurt the passage 

of SB 2783 and is acceptable to the Leg-
islature as a whole. OHA took the same 
position.

The right to develop residential 
structures on these two lots would add 
significant value and could someday 
provide the needed revenue for our 
Nation to be self-sufficient. It should 
also be noted that OHA remains com-
mitted to the guiding principles of 
the Conceptual Master Plan and will 
address these principles in any appli-
cation for development permits for the 
two lots.

OHA Chair Colette Machado was 
quoted by KITV4 (March 2) that OHA 
would focus on affordable rental hous-
ing for Oahu’s workforce and not luxury 
condominiums. Chair Machado stated 
that “We could go up to 200 feet, and we 
are looking at residential as an opportu-
nity as a home base for our people. We 
are talking rentals, not condos because 
we will not sell the ceded lands.” Gov-
ernor Abercrombie was also quoted as 
saying, “This is part of a whole idea of 
Kakaako as the third city in Honolulu. 
With this OHA settlement, Kakaako is 
going to be the place people want to 
be.” SB 682 SD 1 now heads over to 
the House for consideration.

Aloha Ke Akua. 

Interested in Hawaiian issues and 
OHA? Please visit my web site at www.
rowenaakana.org for more information 
or email me at rowenaa@oha.org. 

OHA, state settlement update

Rowena  
Akana

Trustee, At-large

Mahalo to the five Census Bureau REACs, 2011. - Courtesy photo
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A
loha mai käkou. I am so 
grateful for the opportu-
nity to serve my fellow 
Hawaiians as a Maui 
member of 

the Board of Trustees 
of the Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs. My deepest 
mahalo to Governor Aber-
crombie for having the 
faith and confidence to 
appoint me to represent 
Maui island as well as the 
whole State of Hawai‘i in 
this capacity. I am grateful 
to be working with eight 
prestigious trustees who 
have varied backgrounds; 
some that have served our people 
for many, many years and men and 
women who love our beneficiaries 
as much as I do. For me, this is 
my mission. I am impressed with 
the intelligence, efficiency and 
talents of our OHA staff. I marvel 
at the weekly reports made by our 
employees at our weekly board 
meetings and feel confident that 
our next generation is prepared to 
take the leadership in preparing 
our people to govern a nation of 
our own.

On Jan. 17, when I took the oath 
of office, I pledged to serve my 
Hawaiian beneficiaries and to make 
the critical decisions that relate 
not only to trust management, but 
program development and imple-
mentation, cultural and historic 
preservation and undertakings in 
many diverse areas.

The health of Hawai‘i’s economy, 
our quality of life and ultimately 
our identity is founded on a vibrant 
Native Hawaiian culture, which in 
turn relies on a Native Hawaiian 
peoples that are well-grounded in 
Hawaiian culture and values, well 
educated, healthy, productively 
employed and adequately housed.

Perpetuation of our culture 
includes safeguarding and maintain-
ing the unique multiethnic mutually 
respectful inter-relationships, values 
and traditional practices which 

support and spread the aloha spirit 
among all people of Hawai‘i nei.

As a youngster growing up in 
Waimea and Keaukaha on Hawai‘i 

Island, our ‘ohana was 
raised steeped in Hawai-
ian culture, and I have 
striven in my lifetime to 
perpetuate our cultural 
values and to pass on to 
my children the priceless 
legacy and rich heritage of 
our Hawaiian language, 
music and performing 
arts.

I have always been a 
Hawaiian cultural prac-
titioner. My daughters 

are kumu hula of Hälau Nä Lei 
Kaumaka O Uka. The hälau is 
organized exclusively to ensure 
the perpetuation of the Hawaiian 
culture through the teaching of 
hula, language, protocol, chanting 
and other Hawaiian traditions; to 
teach the youth and members of 
our community how to be cultural 
practitioners in a modern society.

This month we celebrate our cul-
ture of hula and music at the Merrie 
Monarch hula festival on Hawai‘i 
Island. Hälau Nä Lei Kaumaka O 
Uka is taking a rest from the festival 
this year; however, we look forward 
to returning next year. I asked my 
daughters, nä kumu, if they would 
share their mana‘o on hula.

 
KuMu NäpuA MAKuA:
“Collaboration and the sharing of 

knowledge are key to the preserva-
tion of hula in these times. There is 
so much more information readily 
available to us thanks to those who 
have dedicated countless hours to 
research and study. We have mele 
and the language newspapers online 
today. Thirty years ago, this was but 
a dream. Through the tireless work 
of Dr. Puakea Nogelmeier, the story 
of Hi‘iakapoliopele is accessible to 
native speakers and those who do not 
speak our language. The collabora-
tion between researcher, translator, 
kumu, cultural practitioner, hau-

mana, ‘ölapa and ‘ohana is necessary 
for us to perpetuate our hula. I am 
thankful each day to be living in 
these times when it is absolutely 
necessary for us to practice our cul-
ture. I have chosen to do this through 
hula. I have learned much through 
collaborative efforts over the years. I 
am in awe of the gifted practitioners 
that surround me.

“As we celebrate our culture and 
ourselves as a people during this 
year’s Merrie Monarch hula compe-
tition, let us enjoy the greatest hula 
we have to offer. Let us leave the 
critiquing to the judges – they are 
more than qualified for that kuleana. 
It is my hope that we rise above the 
urge to let our ‘Western or American’ 
ancestry take over and pick apart or 
belittle performances over Facebook, 
Twitter or any other social media as 
if we were American Idol judges. 
But rather, I would like to enjoy the 
hard work of the hälau and appre-
ciate witnessing the inspiration of 
the kumu hula. Anyone who goes 
through creative process understands 
that this process involves our küpuna, 
‘aumäkua and akua. I commend each 
and every one of the participants of 
this year’s competition – you make 
me proud to be Hawaiian.”

 
KuMu KAHulu MAluo:
“To perpetuate our culture and 

the art of hula, we must continue to 
work together and share our knowl-
edge. Numerous opportunities are 
afforded in our community to share 
knowledge and collaborate with 
others: kumu hula, ‘ölapa, kökua, 
those who share the same or some-
times even different philosophies 
but the same passion – hula! Great 
learning opportunities like Ka ‘Aha 
Hula ‘O Hälauaola, which began 
in 2001 on Hawai‘i Island, held in 
2005 on Maui and in 2009 on O‘ahu, 
is a great example of different 
schools of tradition and philosophy 
coming together in an effort to share 
knowledge and perpetuate hula. The 
brilliance of this event provided the 
setting for the sharing of a plethora 

of cultural/hula topics and col-
laboration amongst kumu hula, but 
especially provided the foundations 
of new relationships between kumu 
hula and hälau. At home on Maui, 
we are very pleased and fortunate 
that we have fellow kumu hula we 
can always turn to, those we con-
sider mentors and friends. Now 
because of opportunities to collabo-
rate, I can also call many statewide 
kumu hula our friends and mentors 
as well. Knowing that philosophies, 
style and genealogy may differ, it is 
a unified front amongst hälau and 
our knowledgeable resources that 
will maintain and continue to per-
petuate hula long into the future.

I will always consider myself 
fortunate to have been raised in 
a family that not only embraced 
being Hawaiian but encouraged and 
inspired us to be the best Hawaiians 
we could be. Due to the influences 
of our mother’s music and the pas-
sionate and diligent kumu hula we 

were blessed to learn from, music 
and hula are not only what we do, 
but it is also who we are.

“As we celebrate the 49th annual 
Merrie Monarch Festival, let’s all 
rejoice! Rejoice in the power, 
beauty and pride for not only hula 
and our Hawaiian music but in just 
being Hawaiian. Let us celebrate 
the work and efforts of each hälau, 
not just for their efforts to par-
ticipate in the festival but for their 
efforts to perfect their work and 
to bring their best presentations. 
Although it feels unusual to not be 
participating, I am so excited to be 
able to enjoy all the beautiful mele, 
the ‘ölapa, the imagery and colors, 
and of course the fragrances! A 
great mahalo to Aunty Luana and 
the multitude of kökua that support 
her, and for their diligence and pas-
sion to perpetuate the work started 
by her mother, Aunty Dotty, and 
Uncle George. I am extremely 
thankful.” 

Impressions from a new trustee; anticipating Merrie Monarch

Carmen “Hulu”  
Lindsey

Trustee, Maui

711 Kapi‘olani Blvd. Suite 500 •  Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 • 808.594.1835

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i

oha.org

E Ö Mai
KULEANA LAND HOLDERS

THE KULEANA LAND TAX ordinances in the City and 
County of Honolulu, County of Hawai‘i, County 

of Kaua‘i and County of Maui allow eligible 
owners to pay minimal property taxes each year. 

Applications are on each county’s web site.

For more information on the Kuleana Tax Ordinance 
or for genealogy verifi cation requests, please contact 

808.594.1967 or email kuleanasurvey@oha.org.

All personal data, such as names, locations and descriptions of Kuleana Lands will be kept secure 
and used solely for the purposes of this attempt to perpetuate Kuleana rights and possession.
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Trustee’s note: This month’s column is written 
by Ed Teixeira, former vice director of State Civil 
Defense from 1999 through 2011, who 
now works as a private consultant.

T
he Hawai‘i state Legislature 
recently missed an opportunity 
to bring Hawai‘i’s antiquated 
civil-defense system into the 
21st century. Senate Bill 2146, 

which proposed to establish a multiagency 
task force to recommend needed changes 
to Hawai‘i Revised Statutes Chapters 
127 and 128 was deferred on Valentine’s 
Day by the Senate Committee on Public 
Safety, Government Operations and Mili-
tary Affairs chaired by Sen. Will Espero.

Deferment of that bill was disappointing because 
the framework of our civil-defense system, embod-
ied in Chapters 127 and 128, is based on the Federal 
Civil Defense Act of 1950. These chapters, includ-
ing Hawai‘i Revised Statutes Chapter 26 Section 
21 that places state Civil Defense under the 
Department of Defense and Adjutant Gen-
eral, were designed to defend the Territory 
against nuclear attack. We are the only state 
to maintain a civil-defense system based 
on a federal law that was amended, supple-
mented and finally repealed in 1994.

After the Cold War ended, the focus 
moved from defense against total nuclear 
war to defense against terrorist attacks 
using chemical or biological weapons. At 
the national level, the U.S. Civil Defense 
Agency was eventually replaced by FEMA. 
After the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, 
the concept of civil defense and all-hazards 
emergency management came under the 
umbrella of Homeland Security.

During the years I served in state 
Civil Defense, we were advised by our 
state attorneys that these statutes should 
be maintained in their 1950 framework 
because these laws provide our governor 
with extraordinary powers during emer-
gencies. We were cautioned that proposing 
a major overhaul of these statutes could 
possibly open a door to unwanted changes. 
Admittedly, in spite of their vintage, we 
took full advantage of these statutes during 
emergencies and disasters to protect lives 
and property and to hasten recovery.  

Like good soldiers, we kept a silent vigil 

over our civil-defense statutes. As the years wore 
on there were many significant changes in federal 

laws and programs involving Civil Pre-
paredness and Emergency Management, 
which necessitated a review of our stat-
utes. While the other 49 states including 
territories modernized their laws after 
the Cold War, we opted to maintain the 
status quo.

A revision of Chapters 127 and 128 is 
long overdue. The first nine of 11 sec-
tions of Chapter 127 dealing with disaster 
relief are indefinitely suspended. Chapter 
128 has 32 sections, one of which gives 
the Director of Civil Defense (Adjutant 
General, a Hawai‘i National Guardsman) 

the power to remove county deputy directors of 
civil defense, namely the county mayors. In the 
“duck and cover” years of the Cold War, there 
may have been need for a command relationship 
with local government requiring strict adherence to 
plans in order to save lives. It’s ludicrous to think 

the removal of 
a county mayor 
by a Hawai‘i 
National Guards-
man could ever 
have happened 
then or now.

Among the 
reasonable bills 
being mired: 
Senate Bill 2188 
and House Bill 
2797, which 
would have 
placed state 
Civil Defense 
directly under 

the governor, where in my view, it should be; and 
House Bills 2237 and 2796, which would establish 
a task force to review Chapters 127 and 128.     

It’s time to admit to our citizens that the civil-
defense system, which they must depend on for 
their safety, is still stuck in the ’50s. We owe our 
good people the opportunity to review these statutes 
before the next major disaster exposes weaknesses 
we could have prevented. 

Hawai‘i Civil Defense still stuck in the 1950s

Robert K.  
Lindsey, Jr.

Trustee, Hawai‘i

Colette Y. Machado
Chairperson, Trustee,  
Moloka‘i and Lāna‘i
Tel: 808.594.1837 
Fax: 808.594.0212

Email: colettem@oha.org
————— 

Peter Apo
Vice Chair, Trustee, O‘ahu

Tel: 808.594.1854 
Fax: 808.594.1864

Email: petera@oha.org
—————  

Rowena Akana
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1860 
Fax: 808.594.0209

Email: rowenaa@oha.org
—————  

Haunani Apoliona, MSW
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1886

Email: reynoldf@oha.org
—————  

Donald B. Cataluna
Trustee, Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau

Tel: 808.594.1881 
Fax: 808.594.0211

Email: donaldc@oha.org
————— 

Carmen “Hulu” Lindsey
Trustee, Maui

Tel: 808.594.1858 
Fax: 808.594.1864

Email: hulul@oha.org
—————  

Robert K. Lindsey Jr.
Trustee, Hawai‘i

Tel: 808.594.1855 
Fax: 808.594.1883

Email: robertl@oha.org
————— 

Oz Stender
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1877 
Fax: 808.594.1853

Email: oswalds@oha.org
————— 

John D. Waihe‘e IV
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1876 
Fax: 808.594.0208

Email: crayna@oha.org

BOARD Of 
TRuSTeeS

(a place of peace and safety)

59-864 Kamehameha Highway;
Hale iwa, Hawai i 96712
808 638-7766 • Fax: 808 638-7776 
www.waimeavalley.net

Waimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea ValleyWaimea Valley

Ed Teixeria
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E na- ‘ohana Hawai‘i: If you are planning a reunion or looking for genealogical information, Ka Wai Ola will print your listing at no charge on a space-available basis. Listings should not exceed 200 
words. OHA reserves the right to edit all submissions for length. Send your information by mail, or e-mail kwo@OHA.org. E ola na- mamo a Ha- loa! 

Ho‘oHui ‘oHana
famIly reunIons

2012

AKIU/AHEONG/KAHIAMOE – 
Descendants of Baker Kahiamoe Akiu, born 
May 10, 1886, and Sarah Kamali Aheong 
Akiu, born Feb. 27, 1896, are planning a fam-
ily reunion July 20-22, 2012, on Maui. We 
are trying to locate any grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren 
who are interested in attending the reunion. 
Please contact Marian “Blossom” Akiu Dias 
at (808) 242-0061.

KAAPUNI/KELIILIKI – The descen-
dants of John Kaapuni and Ululani Keliiliki 
announce their Kaapuni Reunion for 2012. 
It will be held on the Kaapuni homestead 
at Waiaka St., Waimea, Hawai‘i, July 5-7. 
Children of John and Ululani include: Keoni 
Hooipo, Kahaunani, Minnie Mana (Nahale‘a), 
Sam Ohule, Ben Kaonohikalani, Rose 
Kealohapauole, Kuulei, Joseph Kauhiokalani, 
Eben Maikai, Kamuela, Kanekawaiola and 
Mary Kalani (Phillips). Those interested in 
attending who have not heard from the fam-
ily, contact Sandy Hubbel Kahawaii, (808) 
885-3664, email: s_kahawaii@yahoo.com or 
Barbara Phillips Robertson, (808) 885-4929, 
email: kaikena2@yahoo.com. 

KA‘AWA/HA‘UPU/KAHALEUAHI/
PIO – The descendants of Ka‘awa, Ha‘upu, 
Kahaleuahi and Pio from Kaupö, Maui, are 
having a family reunion on O‘ahu island. 
The reunion will be held at Westside Mauka 
Pavilion on Lualualei Naval Road in Nänäkuli, 
Labor Day weekend, Saturday, Sept. 1, 2012, 
from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. The contacts are as fol-
lows: general info: Judy Opunui (808) 227-
4497; genealogy: Ha‘upu: Lei Collins (808) 
216-3182, tutuzbabz2002@yahoo.com or 
Gabriel Ka‘awa (808) 728-5938; Ka‘awa: 
Susie Martin (808) 223-6270, larrymsm@
yahoo.com; Pio: Mo‘i Peters (808) 590-7186, 
epeters95@yahoo.com; Kahaleuahi: Gabriel 
Ka‘awa (808) 728-5938; T-shirts: Lei Collins 
(808) 216-3182, tutuzbabz2002@yahoo.com 
or Ka‘apuni Peters-Wong (808) 375-4321, 
kalungka@yahoo.com. We are still looking 
for descendants of these families. If you have 
any information, contact those listed above. 

KAHAWAII/HAILI – The descendants of 
Rebecca Ewalani Kahawaii (1869-1950) and 
George Mikaele Haili (1872-1927) will be 
gathering for the first time to celebrate a fam-
ily reunion Aug. 3-4, 2012, in Maui, Hawai‘i. 
The Haili ‘ohana originates from Kawaihae 
(Pamaiuluhaililani he kane/Maika‘i ka wahi-
ne) and the Kahawaii ‘ohana originates 
from Moanalua (Kahawaii he kane/Kalua 
Ikalii he wahine). We would like to gather 
the families of Harry George Haili (Rachel 
Lahela Bright), Peter David Haili (Elizabeth 
Keleionaia Manuia), Agnes Kanui Haili 
(William Hoopai Sr.), Elizabeth Kalua Haili, 
Simon Haili, John Kahawaii Haili (Katherine 
Florence Zoller Altery), and Clarisa “Clara” 
Mileka Haili (Carlyle Nelson).  If you are 
descendants of the above family members, 
we invite you to join us for a weekend with 
good food and family fun. We look forward to 
seeing everyone there! Monthly meetings are 
being held to plan the festivities, the ‘ohana 
is asking for all family members to send their 
contact information to Kehau Newhouse at 
(808) 344-0921 or email haili2kahawaii@
gmail.com. Mailings will be sent to known 
addresses in early 2012.

KALAMA – To the descendents of Richard 
Kauakahi Kalama, Annie Kaui Benjamin 
and Helen Wahineaukai Kaaihue, a fami-
ly reunion will be held June 22-24, 2012, in 
Waimänalo. We are updating mailing address-
es, phone numbers and e-mails. Please email 
your information to: jk.kalama2012@gmail.
com. More information to follow soon.

KAMOKU – The Na Kamoku ‘Ohana 
Reunion will be held on the island of Kaua‘i 
July 18-21, 2012. Wednesday and Thursday 
will be at Kamalani Beach Park, and on 
Friday there will be a lü‘au. For information, 
contact Halan at (808) 652-8470 or Thoma at 
(808) 346-8077. 

KANIALAMA – The Pukana O 
Kanialama Family Reunion is planned for 
Friday to Sunday, July 20-22, 2012, in Hilo, 
Hawai‘i. Descendants of Kanialama and 
Ka‘ohuaino Long, Gooman, Kahanu, Kona/
Kaianui, contact Melissa (Inciong) Andaya at 
kameahaiku@gmail.com or (808) 938-9962.

KUPIHEA – The descendants of Samuel 
Kupihea and Mele Hipa Ka‘aikanaha Kupihea 
are planning an ‘Ohana Reunion April 27-29, 
2012, in Lahaina, Maui. Samuel and Mele 
Hipa had two children, David Malo Kupihea 
and Kahililulumo‘e (Lulu) Kupihea. Samuel 
Kupihea was a nephew of David Malo, the 
leading Native Hawaiian historian of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom before Western contact. 
In 1836, Malo was one of the first students 
enrolled at the Lahainaluna Seminary, now 
known as Lahainaluna High School. Each 
year, the school honors the life and accom-
plishments of our ancestor with a ho‘olaule‘a 
during David Malo Day. This year it falls 
on April 28. Our ‘ohana will be attending 
this event and others being planned for our 
reunion weekend. For information, contact: 
Kehau Ka‘auwai, kkaauwai@hawaii.rr.com 
or Sue Brimeyer, leimanab@yahoo.com. 

MAHI‘AI/NAPUMAI‘A – ‘Ohana 
reunion of Mahi‘ai and Napumai‘a, July 
4-8, 2012, at Miloli‘i Beach Park Pavilion, 
Kona. Children: Mama (w), Hookano (w), 
Pilahi (w), Malia (w), Kelekala (k), and 
Kaikaina (k). Mama (w) married to Kuna‘aina 
(k) or Kahunai‘aina, children: Lapauilo (k), 
Kealohapauole (k), Malia (w), and Keliihelela 
(w). Kaikaina (k) married to Paahao, children: 
Keliilawaia (k), Keona (k), Kalahikiola (w), 
Pilahi (w), and Napumaia(w). Kalahikiola 
(w) married to Kuanoni (k). Come join and 
meet your ‘ohana. Any questions, email me 
at AnnieTaisee@yahoo.com or call Annie Tai 
See, (808) 936-7707; Rose Olsen, (808) 966-
8510; or Shirley Casuga, (808) 937-7073.

MAKAIWI – To the descendants of Moses, 
Edward, Robert, William, Hosea, Dorcas, 
David and Elena, we are having a Makaiwi 
‘Ohana Reunion on Moloka‘i July 4-7, 
2012. If you have any questions or want to 
join us, feel free to email or call me, Dolly 
Low, at dollybob2000@yahoo.com or (808) 
213-1008.

MEYER – We are having a reunion for the 
descendants of George Kahelelani Meyer, 
who was married to Nancy Kaleiwahea 
(1st line) and had four children: George 
Kahelelani Meyer Jr., Mary Pilialoha Meyer, 
Annie Josephine Cecelia Meyer and Arthur 
Lee Meyer. 2nd line with Elizabeth “Lizzie” 
Kaleiwahea and had eight children: Elizabeth 

“Betty” Meyer, Abigail Kekahili Meyer, 
Elizabeth “Queenie” Kauwalu, Myra Lahapa 
Kaleiheana, William Meyer, Rebecca Leilani 
Meyer, Lilinoe Pualaniuma Ahoy and Samuel 
Meyer.The reunion will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 8, 2012, from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 
Waimänalo Village Recreation Center. For 
information, call Sukie Obed at (808) 259-
5994 after 6 p.m. or Alice Theodore at (808) 
358-5466 or email alicet@hawaii.rr.com. 
Alice is updating our mailing list for upcom-
ing mail outs.  Call/email Alice with your 
mailing/contact information. Save the date! 
We encourage all of you to join us and meet 
family! Families are forever!

M O K U I K I / H A ‘ A H E O /
KAUWAHIAKANOE – Our reunion will 
be on Saturday, Sept. 1, 2012, at Ahupua‘a 
O Kahana State Park, 52-222 Kamehameha 
Highway (Highway 83), Kahana, O‘ahu. 
Meetings are held the third Saturday of the 
month up until the reunion. Ka‘ihe o Na‘ihe 
(Na‘ihe Kamaka [k] & Ka‘a‘ahupa‘upa‘u 
[w]) had the following: 1) Mokuiki Nui 
(k) & Lu‘ukia Kekela Wailoalani (w) had 
11 children: Mokuiki Opio (Lucy Ruth 
Larsen, Kulia Palakea); Kauahiakanoe (Sam 
Maka); Elizabeth Rebecca Kupihea (William 
Kekaahu, Henry Peni ‘Ben’); Pau, Pila, 
Kamaka, Mary Kawahinealoha (John Antone 
Drummondo), Kate, Mamaole, William 
Kaimi Sr. (Mary Lopes); Manaole (Pekelo). 
2) Ha‘aheo (k) & Ana Kaleo (w) had 15 
children: Kealakaimana “Kealakuhilima,” 
Ana I‘ili‘ii (Kam Chee Au); Joseph Iokepa 
“Kepa” (Loika Keawemauhili, Kapukeleawe 
Kawaipua, Lupua); Samuel Pua (Jennie Palau, 
Ahmoe Awai, Rachel Naehu); Kaopu‘ulani 
(Kamoku Mahakea); Lono, Kela, Puakela 
Rose (Kaluawai Lilinoe); Kaihe (Sarah, 
Bessie); Ka‘omea (Mamane Keawemauhili); 
Kawai, Kaanaana, Ko‘olina “Lena” (Peter 
Kamanawa, Pelisrata); Keamalu “Keonialu,” 
Jimmy. 3) Kauwahiakanoe (w). Some fami-
ly names related to the ‘ohana are: Mokuiki, 
Ha‘aheo, Au, HowChun, Kui Lobo, LaiHook, 
Achong Aichang, Kaio, Makaiau, Kekauoha, 
Souza, Keawemauhili, Alapa, Kamauoha, 
Wong, Fanene, Kelii, Kanakanui, Garvida, 
Kahala, Hao, Saffery, Kala, Drummondo, 
Kinimakalehua, Imaikalani, Makaweli, Wa‘a, 
Kaupono. Contacts: Awho Maina‘aupo (808) 
429-2142, jmainaaupo731@yaoo.com (chair); 
Helen Keaweehu (808) 772-1220, lenna 
liu35@yahoo.com (secretary); Kela Miller 
(808) 428-5835, millerk010@hawaii.rr.com 
(kupuna/hula); Jeff Renaud (808) 954-0072, 
jemnzs@hotmail.com (registration); Ruby Au 
“Aka” (808) 293-5376 hm, (808) 294-1423 
cell (treasurer/T-shirts); Sam Kekauoha (808) 
293-9955 hm, (808) 203-3597 cell, lktollefs 
en@gmail.com (genealogy). Follow us, face 
book.com/events/163416810389244.

PE‘ELUAKOLOIA‘AO – The descen-
dants of Pe‘eluakoloia‘ao (k) are planning a 
reunion on June 22-24, 2012, from Friday to 
Sunday at Mä‘ili Beach Park. It will be pot-
luck. The children of Pe‘eluakoloia‘ao are: 
Kailiohe (w) married Nukuna Kame‘ekua 
(k); Kamaiwahine (w) married Jesse Leonui 
aka Kahilahila (k); Kailime‘eau (w) mar-
ried Kekino Kanahele (k); and Lae (k) mar-
ried Umi (w). The children of Kailiohe and 
Nukuna Kame‘ekua are Ane (w), Uluhia (w) 
and Nukuna (k). The children of Kamaiwahine 
and Leonui are Esther Pe‘elua (w), Iokua (k), 
David (k), Martha (w), Joseph (k), Hapipa 

Pe‘elua (k), Samuel (k) and Jessie (k). The 
children of Kailime‘eau (w) and Kanahele 
(k) are Kamuela (k) and Kaliana Me‘eau 
(w). The children of Lae (k) and Umi (w) are 
Ka‘aila‘a (w), Lio (w) and Me‘eau (w). If you 
would like to update or correct your geneal-
ogy, contact Sanford Kame‘ekua. If you have 
any questions, contact: Emma Sarono, home, 
(253) 475-8381, cell, (253) 227-0557; or 
Sanford Kame‘ekua, home, (808) 262-1444.

PEREZ – The Perez ‘Ohana is holding 
a 2012 family reunion July 27-29, 2012, 
in Honolulu, O‘ahu. We invite the descen-
dants of Nicholas Perez (of Spain) and 
Kawahineaukai Pupuka, also the descen-
dants of Joseph Perez (of Spain) and Leleau 
Kupukaa. For information, contact Napua 
Perez Ho at kenandnapua@yahoo.com or 
call (808) 488-5318. A reunion newsletter 
will soon be delivered to those on the mail-
ing list.  Join our Perez Reunion private 
group on Facebook for updates and messages.  

2013

JARRETT/KAOO – To all descendants 
of William Jarrett (1815-1880) and Hannah 
Kaoo (1825-1867), there will be a fami-
ly reunion on the island of O‘ahu scheduled 
for July 26 and 27, 2013. Please submit your 
contact information (addresses, phone num-
bers and e-mail addresses) to: Jarrett_fam_
reunion@yahoo.com or to 91-832 Pa‘aloha 
St., ‘Ewa Beach, HI 96706. Mahalo, Sandy 
and Lani.

KUPAHU – Aloha Kupahu ‘Ohana, we 
the descendants of Henry I. Kupahu Sr. 
and committee members will host the 2013 
reunion on Maui nö ka ‘oi (Kapalua). The 
event will now be held Labor Day week-
end, Aug. 30, 31 and Sept. 1, 2013. We apol-
ogize for the inconvenience this date change 
may have caused you. Monthly dues of $25 
per person (4th generation) must be paid on 
or before all scheduled monthly meetings. 
Make checks payable to Emilyn Santella or 
Kaulana Obatay and mail to: Kupahu ‘Ohana 
Maui Reunion 2013, c/o: Kaulana Obatay, 
P.O. Box 10124, Lahaina, HI 96761. As for 
our O‘ahu and other ‘ohana out there, if you 
would like to contribute a monetary gift to 
our Maui ‘ohana to help with the reunion, 
it would be much appreciated. For infor-
mation, contact me, Kincaid Sr., at kincaid 
ksr@yahoo.com or cell (808) 281-3885. As 
a reminder, this is a camping reunion to 
reflect on our küpuna who left all of us 
the value and legacy of being a Kupahu. 
Check for updates on Facebook via the 
Kupahu ‘Ohana Maui Reunion 2013 site.  

‘ImI ‘Ohana • FamIly Search

EWALIKO/GRUBE – I am trying to 
locate family members on my mother’s side. 
Mom’s name was Harriet Kaehukaiopuaena 
(Ewaliko) Grube, married Edward Michael 
Grube Jr. and had five sisters (Ethel, Aileen 
aka Bess, Lilinoe aka Noe, Kuualoha aka 
Peachie and Kaui) and five brothers (William 
Jr., Otto aka Eddie, Valentine, Herbert, and 
David aka Boots aka Sonny Boy). Mom’s 
father was William Lonomakua Ewaliko Sr., 
husband of Elizabeth Kekumano and was 
born in Hilo, Hawai‘i. I believe that his father 
and mother were John Ewaliko and Kaanaana 

Ewaliko and siblings David, George, Kalei 
(w), Emily and James Ewaliko. They lived 
on Amaulu Road in Hilo. I believe that 
George married Lizzie, and had four daugh-
ters (Ruth, Virginia, Mary and Elizabeth), a 
son and grandson named John and moved 
to Anahola, Kaua‘i. Kalei married Rufus 
Lyman, had three children (Rebecca, Francis 
and Clarence) as of 1930 and stayed in Hilo. 
David married Julia and had two daughters 
(Margaret and Marjory) and lived in Hilo. We 
met a Marjory at our mom’s funeral in 2001. 
Any information is appreciated. Contact Ede 
Fukumoto at eafukumoto@hotmail.com.

KAHALEANU – Doing family genealogy 
research. Please kökua if you have any infor-
mation on Kahula Kahaleanu, the mother of 
my grandmother, Elizabeth Keaukai Akana. 
Bob Horcajo, bob@livemaui.com.

KIU/AHEONG/KAHIAMOE – 
Descendants of Baker Kahiamoe Akiu, born 
May 10, 1886, and Sarah Kamali Aheong 
Akiu, born Feb. 27, 1896, are planning a fam-
ily reunion July 20-22, 2012, on Maui. We 
are trying to locate any grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren 
who are interested in attending the reunion. 
Please contact Marian “Blossom” Akiu Dias 
at (808) 242-0061.

PAELE – I am trying to find a photograph 
of Samson K. Paele for a historical project 
at the Wahiawä, O‘ahu, police station. Paele 
was an HPD officer who was killed in 1927 
in Wahiawä. The goal is to show his photo-
graph on a memorial board of Wahiawä-area 
officers that were killed in the line of duty. He 
is listed in HPD records as being born 5-3-
1881 and died 6-24-1927. A newspaper arti-
cle says he lived in Wahiawä and was married, 
but I do not know his wife’s name, nor do I 
know if he had any children. Internet research 
points to him or his family having original-
ly been from Maui, and that he was proba-
bly a WWI veteran. A Samson Paele (b. 5-3-
1883, d. 6-25-1927) is listed as being bur-
ied at Punchbowl Cemetery. A WWI service 
record found online shows a Samson Paele 
that was born in Kaupö, Maui, and that he was 
35 years old upon enlistment in the Hawai‘i 
National Guard on 4-7-1918. This may or 
not be the same person I’m looking for. His 
address listed on the service record was listed 
as “Hamakuapoko, Maui.” Any assistance in 
leading me to someone that may have a pho-
tograph of Officer Paele would be appreciat-
ed. (A photo in uniform would be ideal, but 
any other verifiable adult photo will suffice). 
Contact Ted Merrill, paakahili@yahoo.com.

STeWarD – Aloha Steward Family, my 
Hawaiian name is William “Meaalani” 
Steward. My genealogy includes the fol-
lowing lines: Epiakuna, Kauwaikanahele, 
Meaalani, Waiwaiole and Steward. I’m look-
ing for the descendants of the extended Mary 
“Meaalani” and James Steward family. Today, 
they would be the grandsons and grand-
daughters of Catherine, Paul and Christopher 
Steward “and a whole bunch more,” accord-
ing to my father. It has been a long time since 
he was in Hawai‘i; 1941 was the last time he 
was there. So, to all the sons and daughters 
of the Mary and James Steward family, aloha, 
and please let us hear from you. Let us know 
if aloha is still extended to a Hawaiian grand-
son, William Steward, wsteward52@yahoo.
com. 
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AAA Buyers – Need assistance with your 
purchase of DHHL or fee simple property on 
all islands? Contact Wilhelm JK Bailey (R) 
West Oahu Realty Inc. at 808-228-9236, or 
email: RealEstate@WJKBailey.com.

become A reAding tutor, Free trAin-
ing, you can help others and you get paid for 
it. Start with children and family. Contact: 
Dennis 808-566-0654, info: catchupwith 
reading.com.

big islAnd – WAimeA 10-acre pastoral 
w/house, shed – dry piggery, $185K. La‘i 
‘Öpua, Kaniohale 2/2, and a 3/2 with large 
deck ocean view, in Kailua-Kona. Maku‘u 
AG - 6+ ac. $42K Hilo res lot in Keaukaha; 
$35K - DHHL Leases. Graham Realty Inc. 
Bobbie Kennedy (RA) 808-221-6570.

bobbie Kennedy (rA) with Graham Realty 
Inc. years of experience with DHHL proper-
ties and general real estate, on all islands. 
808-545-5099, 808-221-6570, email habu 
cha1@aol.com.

current listings: O‘ahu-Kapolei Kaupe‘a 
4/3 $410,000; Princess Kahanu 3/2.5 
$350,000; Wai‘anae 3/1 $270,000; Nän-
äkuli 3/1 $160,000. Moloka‘i-Ho‘olehua 
3/2 1 acre lot $160,000; Kalama‘ula 1 acre 
$16,000 & $20,000. Big Island – Kamuela 
4/2 $275,000; Pana‘ewa 10 acres $175K/3 
acres $100K. Leasehold. Charmaine I. 
Quilit Poki (R) Prudential Locations LLC 
295-4474.

For sAle: KAmuelA, big islAnd 4 bed-
room Country Home on developed 10-acre 
farm. Commercial kitchen, warehouse, 
tractor shed, office/storage building. DHHL 
requirements 1-808-756-2688.

intern lomilomi $55 For 90 minutes: at 
Aloha Lomilomi Healing Hale. Located in the 
Hee Hing Plaza, 449 Kapahulu Ave., Suite 
205. Limited time, by appointment only 
please. Phone: 808-738-5244.

KänAKA mAoli FlAgs (large $30.00, small 
$6.00), T-shirts for every island from $10, 
Känaka Maoli Pledge posters (2 sizes), 
stickers. www.KanakaMaoliPower.org or 
808-332-5220.

mAui home For sAle: 1 acre Kula 
Waiohuli. 4 br/2 ba, granite counters, hard-
wood bamboo flooring, lg deck & garage. 
Panoramic views. Asking $325K, call  

808-268-9456 after 5 pm. 

mAui – WAiohuli – Kula, Beautiful 4/2.5 
on Laui‘e Dr. O‘ahu – Waimänalo – undi-
vided interest lease. DHHL leases. Graham 
Reality Inc., Bobbie Kennedy (RA) 808-221-
6570.

need A Plumber on the big islAnd? 
Alameda’s Plumbing provides new con-
struction, additions and repair services. 
Call Samuel Alameda Sr. 808-959-7644 or 
cell 938-0126. Lic. #2728.

need money? bAd credit? Apply for a 
major credit card at Credit808.com credit 
card store for all your credit needs. We ser-
vice all credit bad, poor, no to good credit! 
Start with a Free Credit Report at Credit808.
com and apply for the credit card that is 
applicable. Payday loans available! For 
more info: Fred@credit808.com.

o‘Ahu cessPool & sePtic PumPing 
service a local co., please call 753-1411 

or call Big John at 783-4778. With 24/7 
emergency callout. See us at www.Oahu 
CesspoolAndSepticPumping.com.

PAddler PendAnts in gold and silver, 
handmade in Kona Hawai‘i. Call for current 
prices 808-329-1576. View online at www.
gordonthejeweler.com.

the reAl estAte lAdy – Charmaine I. Quilit 
Poki (REALTOR) Prudential Locations LLC 
808-295-4474. Specialize in Fee Simple & 
Hawaiian Home Lands Properties (26 years).

trAde – Want to trade beautiful 3/2 home 
in Kaniohale lots of improvements, ocean 
view from decks much more in Kailua-Kona 
for a home in Papakolea or Waimanalo, need 
to be close to Queen’s Hospital. DHHL lease. 
Graham Reality Inc., Bobbie Kennedy (RA) 
808-221-6570.

WAnted – Undivided Interest Leases in 
Kapolei and Waimänalo. Graham Reality 
Inc., Bobbie Kennedy (RA) 808-221-6570,  

email habucha1@aol.com.

WAi‘AnAe hAWAiiAn homes 7218 sq. ft. 
lot w/3bd/2ba with a good size patio area 
for family gatherings. Priced at $269,000 
must be 50% Hawaiian. Island Style realty 
671-2225.

WAimänAlo Freshly painted 2-bedroom house 
for sale, new appliances, and new carpet. 
Serious callers only. Phone: 236-4005.

WAiohuli, mAui, homestead lease award 
for sale to financially qualified DHH Leasee. 
Serious inquiries only. Contact Wayne Kim @ 
kimwak@aol.com. 

WorKing With QuAliFied buyers inter-
ested in Känehili, East Kapolei II, Waimänalo, 
Papakölea, Kaupe‘a. Thinking of selling, call 
Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474 Pru-
dential Locations LLC. To view current listings 
go to CharmaineQuilitPoki.com. Call or email 
me at Charmaine.QuilitPoki@PruHawaii.com 
to learn more about homeownership. 
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Ready to get your business into the government contracting arena?  Let HI-PTAC assist you with 
our free services.  As a non-profit organization funded by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and the 
Federal Defense Logistic Agency, we provide free daily listings of federal, state, and county 
requests for bids.  We also provide counseling to help you to navigate the requirements, market 
your product or service, and ultimately, negotiate a contract.

COLOR SWATCHES

LOGO WITH WHITE BORDER

LOGO REVERSED IN BLUE

For information, contact our office at:  
hiptac@hookipaipai.org or 808-596-8990 ext. 1009
711 Kapiolani Blvd., Ste. 1430, Honolulu, HI 96813
Validated parking at Park Plaza parking structure on Curtis Street

 

 

711 Kapiolani Blvd., Ste. 1430, Honolulu, HI 96813 
 

We are a non-profit organization funded by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and the 
Federal Defense Logistic Agency.  Under the National Defense Authorization Act, 
Congress created PTACs nationwide to reach out to local businesses to assist them 
with obtaining government contracts.   Join our more than 600 clients who have 
procured over $137 million dollars in government contract awards.  We offer FREE 
Assistance and Training to Small Businesses across the state of Hawaii for the 
procurement of government contracts.  
 

Register with us today at: http://hiptac.ecenterdirect.com for the following free 
services. 
 Education and Training : Webinars, 
Workshops, and  Conferences 

 Counseling: on Government 
Procurement 

 Market Research 

 Bid-Matching: from 29 Government 
sites 

 Assistance with Bid Preparation 
 Securing Registration and Certification 
 Networking 

For information, please call our office at: 808-596-8990 ext. 1009 

Validated Parking at Park Plaza Parking Structure on Curtis Street 

 

Register with us today at:  hiptac.ecenterdirect.com for the following free services.
•	 Bid-Matching		from	29	Government	sites
•	 Counseling	on	Government	Procurement
•	 Securing	Registration	and	Certification
•	 Assistance	with	Bid	Preparation
•	 Market	Research
•	 Networking
•	 Education	and	Training	
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Celebrating the World of Hula and Oli
Books, dvds, and Blurays for the ‘ohana from Kamehameha Publishing

Ka Honua Ola: 
The Living Earth 
Through skillful 
interpretations and ancestral 
memory, Pualani Kanaka‘ole 
Kanahele summons ancient 
wisdom and renews our 
profound connection to the 
living earth.

Shop online at kamehamehapublishing.org

Lele Kawa: 
Fire Rituals of Pele  
Original translations and 
provocative interpretations 
of the Pele literature 
from a practitioner’s 
perspective.

Mana I Ka Leo: 
Power of Voice 
dvd or Bluray  
Hear and feel oli through 
the voices of respected 
Hawaiian cultural 
practitioners.  

Merrie Monarch
dvd or Bluray 
Rich in cultural traditions 
of the hula kahiko and 
hula ‘auana, this collection 
captures the world’s most 
prestigious hula competition 
on 4 disks.

A division of Kamehameha Schools
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