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Under a federal grant, five nonprofits 
are providing free counseling to help 

homeowners avoid foreclosure, and 
OHA is helping to promote the help  

to those who need it most – a  
disproportionately high number  

of Native Hawaiians in 2009.
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Board of TrusteesHee says he wants 
a moratorium law 
in place before 
Supreme Court’s 
Feb. 25 review

By Lisa Asato
Public Information Specialist

With less than a month 
to go before the U.S. 
Supreme Court hears 

opening arguments in a ceded lands 
case that pits the Lingle admin-
istration against Native Hawaiian 
interests, attention is turning to the 
Legislature to take action.

Several bills circulating at the 
Legislature, including one by 
OHA, would impose a moratorium 
on the sale of ceded lands, said 
Sen. Clayton Hee, Chairman of 
the Water, Land, Agriculture and 

Hawaiian Affairs Committee, as 
the session got underway. He said 
he would like for a bill to be passed 
ahead of the Feb. 25 U.S. Supreme 
Court review of the ceded lands 
case over the state’s right to sell 
those lands while Native Hawaiian 
claims to the lands are pending.

“The sooner the better,” said Hee 
(D, Kahuku-Ka‘a‘awa-Käne‘ohe). 
“We’d like to send the Supreme 
Court a message that’s swift, strong 

and an unequivocal message of 
solidarity with having the land rec-
onciliation before any land is dis-
connected from Hawaiian people 
in the general public.” 

OHA’s bill would impose a 
moratorium on the sale or transfer 
of ceded lands until the unre-
linquished claims of Native 
Hawaiians to those lands are set-
tled. The measure echoes a unani-
mous Hawai‘i Supreme Court rul-

ing that found in favor of OHA 
and four plaintiffs who sued the 
state in 1994 as it prepared to sell 
1,500 acres of ceded lands in Maui 
and Hawai‘i Island.

“We continue to believe that the 
justices of the Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court ruled correctly, and this bill 
is the legislative vehicle to imple-
ment the decision of the state’s 
highest court,” OHA Chairperson 
Haunani Apoliona said at a Jan. 
12 news conference. “This legisla-
tion is a means of maintaining the 
status quo and ensuring that the 
Public Land Trust is preserved in 
order to ensure a fair and just set-
tlement leading to reconciliation 
with Native Hawaiian people.”

The bill would prohibit the state 
from the fee-simple sale of lands in 
the Public Land Trust that were:

• ceded to the United States by 
the Republic of Hawai‘i in 1898

• acquired in exchange for lands 
so ceded, and granted to the State 
of Hawai‘i by the Admission Act 
of 1959

• retained by the United States 

?By Lisa Asato
Public Information Specialist

OHA rolled out its 
first videocon-
ference via the 

Community Consultation 
Network on Jan. 21, bridging 
8,000 miles across the Pacific 
and the continental United States to 
share information and receive input about 
various topics affecting Native Hawaiians. 

The conversation took place between 
OHA’s Hawaiian Governance Hale in 
Honolulu and OHA leaders and their fam-
ily and friends on the chilly East Coast, 
where they had celebrated the inauguration 
of Barack Obama the day before. 

“Aloha! You all look wonderful!” were 
the first words spoken over the wire, 
as Hawaiian Governance Hale Director 
Theresa Bigbie welcomed the faraway 
group to the videoconference that would 
cover important events in the history of 
Native Hawaiians, where Native Hawaiians 
are today and “where we would like to be 
as a people in the future.”

Her introductory comment 
that 400,162 Hawaiians are 

counted around the world, 
with 60 percent of them 
living in Hawai‘i, struck 
a chord with Kohono 
Mossman, a Maui 

native who now lives in 
the Washington, D.C., area. 

He said he found it “astound-
ing” that 40 percent of Hawaiians 

live outside Hawai‘i. And he suggested 
to the Hawaiian Governance Hale staff in 
Honolulu that individual Native Hawaiian 
groups on the continent collaborate more 
on programs like professional development, 
which would attract younger people into 
the conversation. The groups, he said, span 
from civic clubs, to congressional staff, to 
members of his own Hawai‘i State Society.

The Community Consultation Network, 
or CCN, is OHA’s effort to use the array 
of media tools available to encourage two-
way communication between OHA, its 
beneficiaries and the public worldwide.  

OHA submits bills on ceded land 
moratorium, past-due revenue

OHA rolls out CCN

AUPUN I  MOKU ‘ Ā I NA  • STATE  GOVERNMENT

What issues 
and trends 
will Native 
Hawaiians face 
in the next five 
years?
Please kö kua in 
answering this question 
that will be asked in 
March 2009 in Ka Wai 
Ola, by e-survey and 
by phone. More details 
in the March issue.
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See OHA BILLS on page 07

The Kaka‘ako Makai parcel in 
the proposed settlement houses 
Fisherman’s Wharf (inset) and a 
ship repair baseyard.  
- Photo: Blaine Fergerstrom

See CCN on page 15
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By T. Ilihia Gionson
Publications Editor

Amid a gloomy economic cli-
mate that is forecasted to 
worsen, the leaders of both 

legislative houses underscored the 
challenges that the depressed econo-
my will present in the coming term. 
And the biggest blip on the radar 
screens of many Native Hawaiians 
was a proposed moratorium on the 
sale or transfer of ceded lands.

In her opening day address, 
Senate President Colleen Hanabusa 
directly addressed the concerns of 
Native Hawaiians with regards to 
the state’s U.S. Supreme Court 
appeal regarding ceded lands.

“We know we must address 
the sense of betrayal that many in 
our Native Hawaiian community 
feel on the issue of ceded lands,” 
said Hanabusa (D, Ko ‘Olina- 
Nänäkuli-Ka‘ena Point). “We will 
not turn a deaf ear to these ques-
tions, as difficult as they may 
be. We have heard the call of the 
people and we must respond.”

Facing a decline in general fund 
revenues over the coming biennium 
of $1.8 billion, lawmakers plan on 
looking for places to make cuts with-
out compromising essential services 
like health, safety and education.

Hanabusa said that even in this time 
of budgetary hardship, the Legislature 

must preserve social safety nets while 
getting creative to make up for the 
revenue shortfall. “Like every family 
in Hawai‘i, we can only rely on the 
money we bring home. That means 
that to get our economy moving 
again, we must be creative with what 
we have,” she said.

House Speaker Calvin Say (D, 
St. Louis Heights-Wilhelmina Rise-
Pälolo Valley) echoed those com-
ments, challenging his House col-
leagues to focus on passing a bal-

anced budget with health, 
safety and education as 
priorities, and maintaining 
the economy until growth 
resumes.

Fiscal challenges 
notwithstanding, the 
state Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands 
is requesting $11 mil-
lion for two projects to 
secure water sources, on 
Hawai‘i and Maui. The 
department is also join-
ing the governor and 
the state Department 
of Transportation in 
supporting a $15 mil-
lion appropriation for 

the construction of a new road in 
Kona, Hawai‘i, to connect various 
neighborhoods including the La‘i 
‘öpua homestead.

The only policy consideration 
requested by the department is 
more latitude in determining the 
term of general leases, such as 
those for commercial projects. The 
current cap on general leases is 
65 years. DHHL hopes to have 
the flexibility to sign leases for 
up to 99 years, in order to offer 
more security to lessees and con-
sequently help them obtain financ-
ing for their projects.

The legislative package presented 
by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
includes two major proposals: a 
settlement of past due payments due 
OHA from the ceded lands trust, and 
of more immediacy, a moratorium 
on the sale or transfer of ceded lands 
away from the Public Land Trust. 
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By Liza Simon
Public Affairs Specialist

Gusty winds blew through 
the state Capitol rotunda 
on opening day of the 

2009 legislative session, but for 
the many who came to participate 
in the festivities, it did not feel like 
winds of change. Within Hawaiian 
groups present for the customary 
speeches, pomp and püpü, many 
spoke of wanting to shore up leg-
islative support for ongoing public 
programs vulnerable to cuts as 
lawmakers’ first order of business 
is deciding how to deal with what 
is being called the state’s worst-
ever budget crisis.

Typical concerns of the were 
expressed by Sharon Pomroy, 
the Kaua‘i representative of the 
‘Aha Kiole Advisory Committee, 
appointed two years ago by Gov. 
Linda Lingle to help the state 
use ancient Hawaiian practices 
to manage natural resources. “We 
want to extend (the committee) 
beyond the scheduled sunset time 
at the end this fiscal year, so we’ve 
come to tell legislators about how 
much more needs to be done to 
restore mauka stream flows that 
were interrupted when the sugar-
cane (irrigation) system was shut 
down,” said Pomroy, who added 
that December’s severe flooding 
in Kaua‘i’s Westside river valleys 
was a direct result of inaction in 
addressing a growing watershed 
crisis in the Islands. 

An interest in preserving good 
relations drew large groups of 
union members – clad in easily 
identifiable uniforms, to lunch-
time parties customarily held in 
the offices of lawmakers.  Dressed 
in palaka shirts reflective of their 
heavily Native Hawaiian mem-
bership, representatives of the 
Hawai‘i Firefighters Association 
said they were grateful that many 
public officials appreciate their  
profession’s history of service 
that dates back to Kamehameha 
III, who founded the state’s first 
all-volunteer fire department. 
“But in addition to saying thank 

you, we’ve come today to edu-
cate our lawmakers about some 
the new challenges we face … 
to the point where spouses of 
our younger members aren’t eli-
gible for health benefits under 
new rules,” said the union’s Todd 
Hugo. Noting that his profession 
includes a significant number of 
Kamehameha Schools graduates, 
Hugo added that he is concerned 
that fewer will be attracted to the 
profession if employee benefits 
continue to be slashed.

Like many others in line at law-
makers’ reception areas, Hugo and 
his colleagues had come to make 
the rounds with officials rather 
than to push for a single bill. This 
was in contrast to last year’s open-
ing day when a spirited demonstra-
tion by Hawaiian charter school 
students and several native orga-
nizations highlighted a measure 
– which did not eventually become 
law – to impose a moratorium 
on research on genetically engi-
neered taro. A push for a similar 
bill is getting a grassroots push this 
year, with some taro farmer back-
ers working with members of the 
Native Hawaiian Caucus to ramp 
up support for the cause.

 Meanwhile, members of the 
Hawai‘i Crop Improvement 
Association, which represents 35 
corporations in favor of biotech-
nology research on locally grown 
crops, including taro, were mak-
ing the rounds to “familiarize 
leaders” with the goals of the 
association – not to seek leg-
islative action, said association 
president and Native Hawaiian 
Adolph Helm. “If the community 
consensus is that there should be 
a ban on GMO, (the association) 
can accept that, but our concern is 
that if we keep having issues, this 
could hinder our industry’s abil-
ity to operate in Hawai‘i, which 
is critical place for our continued 
investment,” said Helm, who is 
also planning an informational 
presentation in February to the 
Native Hawaiian Caucus.

Many in the crowd speculated 
that the absence of a Hawaiian-

focused demonstration this year 
could be attributed to the week-
end rally in support of a morato-
rium bill to halt ceded lands sales. 
Some said the outpouring of civic 
sentiment by several thousands 
sent a message about what is argu-
ably the highest Native Hawaiian 
legislative priority this session; 
the moratorium bill was debated 
the very next day at a Native 
Hawaiian Caucus meeting.

If there were an award for best 
attendance on opening day, it 
would go to groups on opposite 
ends of the age spectrum: Throngs 
of students from a Wai‘anae 
schools enrichment program in 
TV production videotaped inter-
views with passersby to docu-
ment the public participation that 
goes into lawmaking every year. 
Meanwhile, those who have spent 
decades living by those laws were 
out in full force. Some were in 
wheelchairs alongside their advo-
cates, hoping to hammer home 
the point that aging citizens make 
up a large population vulnerable 
to public program cutbacks and 
have limited resources to help 
themselves if the state’s safety 
net of public assistance shrinks 
significantly with the anticipated 
budget slashing of 2009.

Lani Akee, a Native Hawaiian 
and president of the Adult Foster 
Home Association of Hawai‘i, 
– successful last year in helping 
pass four legislative measures, 
said one concern this year is that 
Hawaiians are under-represented 
in the elder-care profession, mak-
ing it hard to service the grow-
ing numbers of küpuna whose 
children have left the Islands to 
live on the U.S. continent. “The 
bad economy is responsible for 
this,” she said. “We can’t keep 
children here to care for their 
parents, but we plan to ask law-
makers to support a bill that will 
reduce certain requirements  and 
make it easier for licensing (cer-
tified nursing assistants). So if 
we’re lucky again this year, just 
this one bill could make a dif-
ference to a lot of people.” 

Opening day highlights economic 
pressures felt by Native Hawaiian groups

Musician Willie K entertains those gathered in the State Sen-
ate chambers. - Photo: Liza Simon

2009 Legislature opens 
with slimmer budget, 
native concerns
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By Lisa Asato
Public Information Specialist

Thousands of people took to the streets 
of Waikïkï to prevent ceded lands 
from being sold by the state. They 

marched in red T-shirts, hoisted homemade 
signs and Hawaiian flags and filled the air 
with the sounds of chanting and blowing of 
pü in reaction to a pending U.S. Supreme 
Court review of a case involving the state’s 
right to sell ceded lands, which were for-
merly held by the Hawaiian government. 

Hawaiian leaders rallied the throng at 
Kapi‘olani Park to let them know the work 
is just starting.

“Let’s pass moratorium legislation in the 
2009 Legislature, and let that serve as an 
incentive for the state administration to con-
sider their action and remove the appeal in 
the U.S. Supreme Court,” OHA Chairperson 
Haunani Apoliona told the thousands who 
showed up at the Kü i ka Pono March and 
Rally Jan. 17 – a date which also marked 
the 116th anniversary of the overthrow of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom. “We must do it in 
a unified effort. Divided we will not accom-
plish and we will not prevail. … It is legisla-
tion that government will understand.”

Apoliona said OHA has submitted to 
the Legislature a bill that would impose a 
moratorium on the sale of ceded lands until 
unrelinquished claims of Native Hawaiians 
to those lands are settled. The bill is posted 
online at oha.org. “It’s there for all to see, to 
study and to support,” she said.

The march and rally took aim at the 
state’s appeal to the U.S. Supreme Court 
over its ability to sell ceded lands before 
Native Hawaiian claims to those lands are 
resolved. Ceded lands once belonged to the 
Hawaiian government and are now held in 
trust by the state for five purposes, including 
the betterment of Native Hawaiians.

In 1994, OHA and four plaintiffs sued 
to stop the state from selling 1,500 acres of 
ceded lands in Maui and Hawai‘i Island. In 
2000, the Circuit Court ruled in favor of the 
state, but on appeal the Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court in January 2008 ruled unanimously 
to bar the state from selling or transferring 
ceded lands until Native Hawaiian claims 
to those lands are resolved, basing its rul-
ing on, among other things, the Apology 
Resolution, which was signed by then-Pres-
ident Bill Clinton and apologized for the 
United States’ role in the illegal overthrow 
of the Hawaiian government. The state 
appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court, which 
is hearing the case on Feb. 25.

Other speakers at the march and rally sound-
ed a similar message that passage of a morato-
rium bill is crucial this legislative session.

State Sen. Clayton Hee, chairman of 
the Senate Water, Land, Agriculture and 
Hawaiian Affairs Committee joined six 
lawmakers on stage in a show of support 
for a moratorium bill. Hee (D, Kahuku-
Ka‘a‘awa-Käne‘ohe) said it was inevitable 
that the state would win its appeal to the 
U.S. Supreme Court and urged public action, 
saying: “I will hold a hearing. You come so 
we can win. Without you we cannot win. 
It’s that simple. This ain’t rocket science. It 
don’t take brains. It takes the na‘au.”

Kupu‘äina Coalition member Davis Price 

said he took heart in a com-
mon theme shared by the 
day’s speakers of the exam-
ples of resistance by küpuna 
in the 1898 Kü‘ë petition that 
protested annexation, and the 
Hawaiian renaissance of the 
1970s, which saw exercises of 
political power like fighting for 
the return of Kaho‘olawe and 
the rebirth of Polynesian navi-
gation in Hawai‘i symbolized 
by the sailing canoe Höküle‘a. 
“People, go up to your legisla-
tors tell them: ‘We’re not tak-
ing no for an answer. You pass 
this bill immediately to pro-

tect the ‘äina so we can move forward and 
we can unite behind that,’ and I’m confident 
we can have another amazing moment in our 
history from that moment of unity.”

Earlier in the morning, 83-year-old Abbie 
Dela Cruz said she was marching to keep 
Hawaiian lands in Hawaiian hands. “We 
had plenty lands,” she said. “They are tak-
ing away little by little.” She said the fight 
has been a long one, seemingly without 
end. “We’re trying to fight for our land 
that belongs to our kupunas way back. And 
we are the younger generation, but (look) 

how old I am and I’m still fighting for my 
kupunas. … That’s the reason why I’m 
walking.”

For 51-year-old John Chun of Papakölea 
land is a matter of Hawaiian identity and 
worth fighting for. “If they sell the ceded 
lands, we lose everything,” said Chun, who 
was marching with his wife and children and 
wearing a red T-shirt symbolizing Hawaiian 
blood and unity. His shirt read, “Stop Stealing 
from Hawaiians” in the front and “Don’t 
Mistake our Kindness for Weakness” on the 
back.

And Kawika Johnson came with 10 mem-
bers of his ‘ohana, who often march togeth-
er in support of Hawaiian issues. Carrying 
an upside-down Hawaiian flag – a sign of 
distress – he said his message to Gov. Linda 
Lingle was to withdraw the state’s appeal 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. “It’s a ruling 
that’s supposed to be resolved only when 
Hawaiian issues are resolved,” he said. 
“Then a decision can be made. Obviously 
it’s not resolved and (Lingle’s) trying to 
sell land that’s designated for the Hawaiian 
people.”

He said Hawaiians voted for Lingle 
because she has been supportive of Hawaiian 
issues in the past, including marching in 
2005 to preserve Kamehameha Schools’ 
Hawaiian-preference admissions policy, 
which was being challenged in federal court. 
Now her actions are hypocritical, he said. 

Asked what he made of her past state-
ment that her support for Hawaiians remains 
unchanged, but that she has to maintain the 
interest of all her constituents in this case, 
he said he wasn’t convinced. “It doesn’t 
really ring true for me,” he said. “But if 
she’s for the people then this was her first 
big blemish.”

Lingle did not respond to a request for 
comment.

Other speakers included Mililani Trask, 
plaintiff Jon Osorio, Lynette Cruz of Hawaiian 
Independence Alliance, former OHA Trustee 
Moanike‘ala Akaka and Walter Ritte, a com-
munity leader on Moloka‘i.

Rally organizer Kaho‘onei Panoke told 
the audience the march was sending a mes-
sage to the Lingle administration that “you 
still have time” to withdraw the appeal. 

“Open your ears, maka‘ala (be alert) and 
look at whose out here today … because 
we’re not going to go away,” Panoke said, 
addressing Lingle, who was not present. 
Panoke said it was wrong of Lingle to take 
the issue to the federal arena because it 
should be decided at home with Hawaiians at 
the table. But he promised Hawaiians would 
not give up. “We will continue to fight this 
issue up until Feb. 25 when this case will be 
heard in the U.S. Supreme Court,” he said. 

Get the facts!
Ceded lands  
panel discussion
Free on ‘Öiwi 
TV or oiwi.tv

With plaintiffs’ attor-
ney Bill Meheula, state 
Attorney General Mark 
Bennett, Bill Tam, who specializes in land and 
natural resources law, state Sen. Clayton Hee and 
former Gov. John Waihe‘e III. Hosted by Kupu‘äina 
Coalition at the University of Hawai‘i Richardson 
School of Law on Jan. 7.

Thousands rally To 
proTecT ceded lands
Throng urged to fight on in the Legislature

Kalākaua Avenue turned 
into a sea of red t-shirts 
during the Jan. 17 Kū 
i ka pono March and 
Rally. - Photo: Blaine 
Fergerstrom
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By T. Ilihia Gionson
Publications Editor

Five years after Native Hawaiians began regis-
tering themselves and their ‘ohana with Kau 
Inoa, the registry has reached a milestone: 

more than 100,000 Hawaiians have placed their 
names, perhaps a quarter of the total Native Hawaiian 
population worldwide.

The latest count of registrants available at press 
time was 102,881, midway to the goal of registering 
half of the 400,000 Native Hawaiians worldwide.

“I’m proud and excited. Hawaiian Governance 
has always worked hard to educate people about 
Kau Inoa,” said Chantelle Belay, a lead advocate in 
OHA’s Hawaiian Governance division who has been 
working on building the Kau Inoa registry since 
its genesis in 2003. “We all have a great deal to be 
proud of.”

Kau Inoa is just the first step toward building a 
Native Hawaiian governing entity. OHA’s Hawaiian 
Governance division is looking to the community to 
form the next steps toward holding a nation-building 
convention, where elected delegates will discuss the 
form of the governing entity and draft governing 
documents.

Since the first registration in January 2004, 
Hawaiians have been signing up en masse in front 
of grocery stores, at concerts and in neighborhood 
OHA offices to have a voice in  building a new 
Hawaiian nation. In the course of registering ben-
eficiaries, OHA has provided pens, bumper stickers, 
wristbands, and of course the ubiquitous black and 
red Kau Inoa T-shirts that have found homes with 
Hawaiians across Hawai‘i and on the continental 
U.S./the globe?

Hawai‘i Maoli, a nonprofit entity of the Association 
of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, is the official reposi-
tory for Kau Inoa registrations. The intent is that 
the list will be turned over to the governing entity 
when such an entity is created and recognized. 

One hundred thousand Känaka 
Maoli have placed their names 
in the Kau Inoa registry! This 

historic milestone is something to be 
celebrated. But it isn’t over – our goal 
for 2009 is to register another 100,000 
of the 300,000 Hawaiians worldwide 
who have not yet placed their names. 
Here, OHA Community Outreach 
Specialist Nara Cardenas offers a look 
at Kau Inoa registration. 

Who is registered in Kau Inoa?
Kau Inoa registrants come from the 

six major islands (except Ni‘ihau), all 50 
states, Puerto Rico, Guam and 16 coun-
tries: Australia, Belize, Brazil, Canada, 
Chile, England, France, Germany, Japan, 
New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, 
Sweden, Tahiti and the United Arab 
Emirates. They also serve in the United 
States Armed Forces stationed all over 
the world. About one-third of Kau Inoa 
registrants are under 18. 

The Kau Inoa repository is kept in 
strict confidence by Hawai‘i Maoli, 
the nonprofit arm of the Association of 
Hawaiian Civic Clubs.

WHY KAU INOA?
• A Native Hawaiian Census: One 

of the difficulties faced by a displaced 
people is keeping track of everybody. 
We cannot and should not count on any-
one else to handle this important task.

• Protect Hawaiian rights and entitle-
ments: The upcoming U.S. Supreme 
Court case is one in a series of cases 

that have eroded Hawaiians’ right to 
self-determination and threatened the 
millions of dollars in federal fund-
ing that provide local agencies with 
the resources they need to serve our 
people’s unique needs.

• Perpetuate our way of life: A strong, 
unified voice will help us to perpetuate 
our beliefs and practices by advocat-
ing for our rights on issues such as iwi 
kupuna, Häloa and ‘ölelo Hawai‘i.

• Heal the past: We must come 
together to address our history, what 
we believe to be justice and how to 
achieve it.

• Stand up, be counted, be confident 
in our abilities as Hawaiians. If you are 
of Hawaiian ancestry and you have not 
placed your name, take the first step. 
Kau Inoa!

Kau Inoa IS ...
• A registration of Native Hawaiians 

regardless of blood quantum, age or 
place of residence.

• The first step in the process of 
building a Native Hawaiian governing 
entity or nation.

Kau Inoa is NOT ...
• In favor of any model of gover-

nance (i.e., federal recognition or inde-
pendence).

• An organization (i.e., a nonprofit or 
a government).

What do I need to register?
You may fill out a registration form and 

be entered into the Kau Inoa repository 

without any documents.
If you are already registered with the 

state Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands (as a lessee or as an applicant 
on the waiting list), the Kamehameha 
Schools’ Ho‘oulu Hawaiian Data 
Center, or OHA’s Operation ‘Ohana or 
Hawaiian Registry and indicate your 
consent, your ancestry can be verified 
through these agencies.

The fastest way to verify your ancestry 
is to send a photocopy of your birth cer-
tificate listing that you are Hawaiian with 
your registration. If your birth certificate 
does not indicate that you are Hawaiian, 
you will need to provide a copy of your 
birth certificate along with copies of 
birth, death or marriage documents link-
ing you to your Hawaiian ancestor.

Kau Inoa registration opportunities
Kau Inoa registration events are sub-

ject to change without notice. For the 
most up-to-date registration informa-
tion, please call Aulani Apoliona, Kau 
Inoa Lead Advocate, at 594-1912.

• February 13-15, Friday through 
Sunday: Waikele Kmart

• March 6-8, Friday through Sunday: 
Mililani Wal-Mart

• March 26, Thursday: Ward Centers
Download the registration form at 

kauinoa.org.
For address changes, name chang-

es or questions about your registra-
tion, contact Hawai‘i Maoli at 394-
0050 or kauinoa@hawaiimaoli.org. 

hO ‘OUlU  l Ā hU I  AlOhA  • TO  RA I S E  A  BE LOVED  NAT ION

Kau Inoa hits 100,000 registrants

Registering Hawaiians at the recent Kū i ka Pono March and Rally. - 
Photo: Blaine Fergerstrom

Daniel Dando 
and Hi‘ilani 
Ke‘alohi
“The main 
thing I hope 
for a Hawaiian 
Nation is for 
everyone to just 

get along instead of fighting with each 
other. Plus I hope for my daughter … ”

September 
Espindola
“For Hawaiian 
people stop fight-
ing each other. 
To come together 
as one family.”

Gerry 
Sakoda
“I want 
to bring 
our people 
back to 
Hawai‘i.”

Karillyn 
Makamae 
Gorai
“To pur-
sue any 
Hawaiian 
things – 
traditions.”

Roxanne Asato
“Would be nice 
if we knew our 
languages. Nobody 
speaks Hawaiian 
anymore. My 
grandmother was 
the last one in 
our family.”

Nara Cardenas asked Kau Inoa registrants at a recent sign-up at Kunia Wal-Mart, 

“What would you like to see for a Native Hawaiian Nation?YOuR

VO
IC
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‘We all have a great 
deal to be proud of’
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under the Admission Act of 1959 and 
later conveyed to the state in 1964.

The bill would also bar the state 
from exchanging these lands for pri-
vate lands, but it would allow for 
transfer of lands between state agen-
cies and allow for the state to lease 
the lands, for a true public purpose. 

Another major OHA bill offers 
a revamped version of last year’s 
past-due revenue proposal. The 
new measure aims to provide a 
way for the state to pay OHA 
outstanding income and proceeds 
from the Public Land Trust for 
the period Nov. 7, 1978, to July 1, 
2008, for a value of $200 million 
to be paid to OHA in two phases.

Recognizing the harsh eco-
nomic realities the state is facing, 
OHA would receive the payment 
in land only – a difference from 
last year’s mixture of cash and 
land. “It’s clearer now than it was 
last year that cash is going to be a 
real challenge for the Legislature, 
so the bill envisions complete sat-
isfaction based on conveyance of 
real estate and no money,” OHA 
Administrator Clyde Nämu‘o said 
at a news conference Jan. 15.

Under the bill, OHA would 
receive this year property valued at 
more than $127.2 million and next 
year receive almost $72.8 million 
in land that is yet to be decided. 
The parcels for the first year are:

• In Kaka‘ako Makai in Honolulu. 
• Along the Banyan Drive resort 

area in Hilo. These parcels include 
the Country Club Condo Hotel, 
Reed’s Bay Resort Hotel, Uncle 
Billy’s Hilo Bay Hotel, the Hilo 
Hawaiian Hotel and the Naniloa 
Hotel and Golf Course.

These are the same parcels as 
in last year’s proposal. The third 
parcel identified from last year’s 
proposal, the Kalaeloa Makai prop-
erty, was pulled from consideration 
by the state Department of Land and 
Natural Resources because it was 
deemed too valuable, Nämu‘o said.

“This bill is a thoughtful effort 
that represents a renewed attempt 
to pay what is due to OHA on 
behalf of Native Hawaiians and 
is based on the results of nego-
tiations and extensive beneficiary 
and legislative feedback from 
2008,” Apoliona said. “We held 

over 45 meetings in the commu-
nity statewide last year and spent 
the last seven months addressing 
the comments we received from 
those meetings.”

Beneficiary input remains impor-
tant. “We’re going to be meet-
ing with various homestead com-
munity leaders to get their sense 
(about) this proposal … and their 
reaction,” Nämu‘o said, adding 
that beneficiary input will be gath-
ered through community meetings, 
through Ka Wai Ola newspaper, 
and by phone, mail and email. 

In response to concerns raised 
over last year’s measure, OHA is 
doing full due diligence on the 
lands, including addressing con-
cerns about the Hilo property being 
in the tsunami inundation zone. 
“Our consultants are really looking 
at whether there would be ways 
of addressing that risk … They’re 
also looking at the Kaka‘ako prop-
erty and giving us some analysis in 
terms of how the property might be 
used given zoning and other legal 
limitations,” Nämu‘o said. 

Also to address concerns, the new 
bill also does not try to resolve future 
claims. OHA expects to receive 
annual payments of $15.1 million. 

Hee said he had not reviewed 
the past-due revenue bill and was 
unable to comment. 

But he was up to speed on the 
moratorium bill and the pending 
U.S. Supreme Court case, which 
was up for discussion Jan. 22 
before the Native Hawaiian Caucus. 
There, state Attorney General Mark 
Bennett said that, “If the Legislature 
passes the OHA statute, it puts the 
state in breach of the Admissions 
Act,” which directs that the Public 
Land Trust be used for the public 
good. He said that would open the 
state up to lawsuits. 

The next day, Hee said he dis-
agreed. “The fact of the matter 
is people can sue for any reason 
at any time on any day,” Hee 
said. “So the suggestion that the 
moratorium will attract lawsuits, 
it means nothing to me. It’s a sad 
day, in my opinion, when the attor-
ney general resorts to fear tactics 
as a means to prevent lawmak-
ers from genuinely considering a 
moratorium on ceded lands until 
reconciliation takes place.

“Mark Bennett forgets that 
he’s not the governor’s attorney; 
he’s everybody’s attorney, which 
includes Hawaiian people.” 

OHA BILLS
Continued from page 03
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Predictions all point to an 
extremely lean 2009. 
National financial and polit-

ical experts are full of grim details 
on the economy. Despite their 
apparent intelligence, however, 
these experts were just as clueless 
as we were while economic prob-
lems were incubating. Experts 
are still trying to decide who 
to blame and what we should 
do. But we do not have to 
wait. We can take immediate 
action to help ourselves deal with 
2009. Preparing for trouble ahead 
is a part of our inherited Hawaiian 
DNA. Let’s focus our mana on 
running a “leaner” household and 
saving money. 

2009 provides the motivation 

to scrutinize family expendi-
tures carefully, in search 
of ways to reduce the 
money being spent. 
First, make a list 
of the standard 
monthly expenses 
and then, add to 
the list, all other 
ways money is 
s p e n t . 

Mäkua and küpuna should be 
responsible for making the list 
and suggestions for change and 

then completely agreeing to them 
before bringing the keiki into the 
plan. Keiki can be great allies. It is 
important for the entire family to 

understand and agree to the plan. 
Talk to family, friends and neigh-
bors and see if they have other 
ideas to reduce spending. 

S e a r c h i n g 
for ways to trim or to cut all 
items on the list is next. Reduce 
the use of electricity and gaso-
line. Reduce personal and other 
expenses. Does anyone have a 
“green thumb?” Papaya, banana, 
tangerines and many vegetables 
can be grown at home. Ask rela-
tives, friends, garden shops or the 
University of Hawai‘i extension 
program in each county for help 
with choosing food plants. And, 
food budgets can yield consider-
able savings with careful, up-front 
planning and strategizing. You 
probably know some basic rules 
to reduce food expenditures, like 
shop using a planned grocery list, 
buy for a week at a time, use dis-
count coupons and buy items on 
sale. To save on gasoline, reduce 
the number of times the car leaves 
the garage. This will take planning 
and cooperation, but the dollar 
rewards can be significant.

Plan family meals for the week 
including packed lunches for 
working adults. Cut “frills” to a 
minimum. Items like soda, other 
bottled and canned beverages, 
chips, candy, many snacks, pas-
tries, fast foods can be eliminated 
or “cut to the bone.” Shop at the 
“open markets” where vegetables 
and fruit cost much less. Working 
families can prepare main dishes a 
day ahead, refrigerate and quickly 
heat up for dinner the next day. 
This is a great time to pull out 
recipe books to teach daughters 

and sons to cook. 
Reduce electricity use by chang-

ing to CFL light bulbs, turning 
lights off in empty rooms, and 
disconnecting cell phone chargers 

when not in use. In fact, 
to save electricity, discon-
nect all small appliances 

that are not in use. You can 
lower the temperature of 

your hot water heater a few 
degrees, and turn the heater off 

during the night and/or when you 
are at work. Teach the keiki to 

take short showers. Let’s 
pledge to take time to 
make 2009 a lean year, 

budget-wise, that is. 
For many, their family protec-

tors, the ‘aumakua, are part of 
their arsenal in troubled times. 
They protect and inspire. Mo‘olelo 
are often told of escapes from 
danger, death, even battlefield 
harm attributed to ‘aumakua. One 
mo‘olelo involves a warrior in 
Kamehameha’s army, who, in the 
thick of battle, was being pushed 
toward a cliff and sure death. An 
owl flew up into his path warning 
him, and the warrior was able to 
thrust his spear into the ground 
and save himself from the fall. 
Another is of a Lahaina man who 
swam all night in the Pailolo 
channel after his boat capsized. 
He was near drowning when an 
owl flapped its wings in his face 
and showed the man how close 
he was to land. There are others 
about shark aumakua who save 
shipwrecked individuals, bringing 
them to shore. And, more about 
sharks that assure a good catch for 
fishermen that they protect. 

Akua is our greatest guide and 
comfort. Consider the prayers to 
Akua that our Hawaiian ances-
tors offered on their arduous jour-
ney to Hawai‘i. Patience, courage 
and guidance to meet challenges 
of the sea, most assuredly came 
from Akua. Undoubtedly, the early 
navigators and sailors trusted their 
skills however the blessings from 
Akua were a source of comfort 
and determination. I marvel at the 
accomplishments of our Hawaiian 
ancestors. I acknowledge the great 
power of Akua. In this year, we 
need to pray for guidance and cour-
age to meet challenges in the days, 
weeks and months of 2009. 

Year of challenges





































MO‘OlelO  • H I S TORY

By  Claire Ku‘uleilani 
Hughes, 
Dr. PH., R.D.

Stories tell of shark ‘aumakua who save 
shipwrecked individuals, bringing 

them to shore. - Photo: 
Courtesy of sxchu.
com

For many, their family protec-
tors, the ‘aumakua, are part of 
their arsenal in troubled times.
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By Liza Simon
Public Affairs Specialist

The püpü kani oe is immor-
talized in Hawaiian legend 
as the “singing snail.” In 

the epic Lä‘ie‘lohelohe, the critter 
gets credit for contributing music 
to the wedding celebration of high 
Chiefess Käkalukaluokëwä – a 
romantic role that is also described 
in a composition of the late Nona 
Beamer. As it turns out, this spe-
cies of tree snail is a cousin of the 
common ‘opihi and utterly with-
out pipes. It cannot sing. But it 
was once so abundant in our island 
forests that Hawaiians in tradi-
tional times attributed to the tiny 
creatures the chirping of birds. 

Sam ‘Ohukani‘öhi‘a Gon, a sci-
entist and cultural adviser at the 
Nature Conservancy, delights in 
telling this story as a way of put-
ting into perspective a new 15-year 
conservation partnership that 
aims to rescue the one-of-a-kind 
Hawaiian tree snail species from 
creeping any closer than it already 
has to the brink of extinction. 
While not yet on listed officially 

as endangered, the native 
Partulina physa – as its known by 
its species name, has dwindled in 
numbers. Its last known refuge is a 
wet, rain-forested plateau, located 
4,000 feet above Honokäne Valley 
in Kohala, Hawai‘i Island. 

Under the new agreement 
between the Nature Conservancy 
and Honokäne Valley landowner 
Ponoholo Ranch, field studies 
will begin soon to determine its 
remaining population and identify 
existing threats to the creature and 
its habitat. This will provide infor-
mation for a management plan 
that has already inspired not snail 
songs but praises for collaborative 
stewardship: “The püpü kani oe 
was for so long a source of beauty 
and pride in Hawai‘i. To be able 
to bring it back showcases cul-
tural significance and is a shining 
example of what can be accom-
plished when many organizations 
work together,” said Gon.

In his agreement with the con-
servancy, ranch owner Pono von 
Holt represented the interests of 
the Kohala Watershed Partnership, 
of which he is a member along 
with 10 other private and public 
landowners interested in protect-
ing the region’s water resources. 
They have expressed concerns that 
the near disappearance of the 

Hawaiian tree snail could be a 
canary in the coal mine signaling 
escalating environmental threats 
to important biodiversity, accord-
ing to Jon Griffin, the Nature 
Conservancy’s Hawai‘i Island 
field representative. 

“Biodiversity means that all the 
parts of nature fit together in the 
right and beneficial way,” he said. 
“If you lose one part, you never 
know what kind of disasters can 
occur. But we have seen in the past 
that the negative impacts include 
the loss of watershed areas, soil 
erosion and even serious drought.

The focus of the new partnership 
is a 96-acre parcel of Ponoholo 
Ranch’s rugged terrain. The 
Kohala Watershed Partnership has 
already started work in the area by 
raising funds for fencing out wild 
cattle that 

have damaged the püpü kani oe 
habitat with decades of uncon-
trolled grazing in the area.

Problems for the püpü kani oe 
go back to the early 1900s when 
Hawai‘i’s lowland forests were 
cleared for agriculture and rats and 
other predators including the so-
called “cannibal snail” were intro-
duced by plantation owners as a 
form of ill-conceived “biocontrol,” 
said the conservancy’s Sam Gon.

But memories of the püpü kani 
oe never entirely faded for many 
Hawaiians, Gon added. “The zigzag 
patterns on the snail shells are very 
beautiful. There was likely interest 
in gathering the creatures from the 
native ‘öhi‘a forests,” he said. 

Biologists have also shed light 
on the benefits püpü kani oe can 
bring to the complex forest ecosys-
tem. “The snail survives by eating 
fungus from the tree leaves and 
this allows the tree to accomplish 
more photosynthesis. So you have 
a mutually beneficial relationship 
overall with the plant getting a good 
cleaning and the snail receiving a 
place to live,” Gon explained.

The management plan, which 
will be hammered out under 
the new partnership, could 

include weed control, removal of 
feral pigs and predatory species as 
well as the fencing off of affected 
koa trees. Landowner rights and 
access to land are not expected to 
be affected.

The work to save the Hawaiian 
tree snail marks the Nature 
Conservancy’s first partnership 
with a major landowner in the 
Kohala area. “The conservation 
management agreement will 
enhance our ability to practice 
good land stewardship by com-
bining Ponoholo Ranch resources 
with the expertise, experience 
and resources of The Nature 
Conservancy,” landowner von 
Holt said in a news release. “The 
restoration of native forest in the 
Püpü Kani Oe parcel will ben-
efit the watershed of the Kohala 
Mountain, the livestock entities 
that depend on it and the commu-
nity of Kohala.”

Griffin, of the conservancy, 
added, “We are happy that the 
landowners stepped forward and 
we are hopeful to have more 
of these partnerships to sup-
port stewardship.” 

In Kohala, an effort to save  
native ‘singing snail’

It’s last known refuge is in  
rainy Honokäne Valley
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Pūpū  kani oe 
(Partulina physa) 
snail. - Photo: 
Courtesy of Bill 
Mull

Pūpū  kani oe tree snails feeding on ‘ōhi‘a 
leaves. - Photo: Courtesy of Melora Purell

Inset: Overlooking Pūpū  Kani Oe parcel in 
Kohala. - Photo: Courtesy of Melora Purell

Right: The area also provides vital habitat for 
the ‘io, the endangered Hawaiian hawk, as 
well as the Hawaiian owl, pueo and many 
other native forest birds. - Photo: Courtesy of 
Brooks Rownd

Map showing Pūpū  Kani Oe parcel within Kohala Watershed Partnership 
area. - Map: Courtesy of The Nature Conservancy
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Master artists to 
embrace traditional 
teaching through 
‘imi haku

By T. Ilihia Gionson
Publications Editor

As part of the Keömailani Hanapï 
Foundation’s mission to increase 
the visibility of Native Hawaiian 

arts and the number of Native Hawaiian 
artists, the Hawaiian ‘Ohana for Education 
in the Arts will be conducting a studio 
program in Waimea, Hawai‘i, with summer 
and winter sessions.

The program, to be held on the campus 
of Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy, is geared 
toward recent high school graduates and 
emerging adult artists interested in further-
ing their skills in the Native Hawaiian arts. 
“We want to get emerging artists to work 
with master artists to raise the level of 
their skill,” said HOEA director Kauanoe 
Chang.

The Hawaiian cultural base of the school 
is not limited to the art disciplines being 
taught, but also extends to the method of 
teaching. The traditional teaching practice 
of ‘imi haku brings the mentor and the 
student into a close teaching-learning rela-
tionship.

Budding artists will come together with 
master artists such as woodworker Sol 
Apio and his son, woodturner Alani Apio, 
Mäori carver and jeweler Stacy Gordine, 
kapa maker Marie McDonald along with 
her daughter Roen Hufford, printmaker 
Harinani Orme, pahu and other woodwork 
maker Kalä Willis, and more artists yet to 
be confirmed. The intensive program will 
run four weeks in the summer and two 
weeks in the winter, with directed studies 
in between to build a professional portfo-
lio. Successful participants will receive a 
certificate of completion at the end of the 
winter session.

The first part of the program during 
the summer will teach the fundamentals 
of visual arts, including composition and 
color foundation in a variety of media. 
In addition, specialized instruction will 
include kapa, kälai lä‘au, printmaking, and 

jewelry making.
Beyond the artistic skills, HOEA hopes 

that emerging artists will learn the business 
side of the arts and will offer an opportu-
nity for students to exhibit and sell art at a 
market in Waimea in October.

“We know we have creative talent in 
North Hawai‘i and all over Hawai‘i Island. 
We chose to offer programs that could have 
economic impact on our Hawaiian com-
munities that result in sellable items for 
our artists,” Chang said. “We hope to have 
Waimea become a mecca for those looking 
to buy Hawaiian art.”

The studio program is part of a three-year 
Native Hawaiian Art Education Project of 
the Keömailani Hanapï Foundation, sup-
ported by the Administration for Native 
Americans. In the future, the ‘Ohana hopes 
to build a community art center in one of 
the homestead communities in Waimea 
and to run a program where students can 
choose to work toward a certificate or cred-
its transferrable to another institution.

“Our dream is that Hawaiians who chose 
to pursue art in an economic way can leave 
us and establish their own operations in 
their communities,” Chang said.

Applications for classes are being 
accepted through April. Tuition is $3,000 
for the session, with financial aid avail-
able for Native Hawaiian students. A 
room and board plan is also available 
at Hawai‘i Preparatory Academy for 
those who live outside the Waimea area. 
More information and the application 
form are available khf-hoea.org, or call 
the HOEA office at (808) 885-6541. 

Hawaiian visual arts  
program to open in WaimeaA‘o Makua program 

celebrates one year
By Lisa Asato
Public Information Specialist

For 64-year-old Raymond Kailiuli now 
living in Utah, learning Hawaiian via 
an online class takes him back to his 

“hanabata kid” days running around his grand-
parents’ home on Horner Street in Kalihi. In 
those days, relatives would come over, sit in a 
circle and the room would fill with talk story 
in ‘ölelo Hawai‘i as children ran around.

“We didn’t really know any better so we 
just played and made noise, not really sitting 
down and listening to the elders,” said Kailiuli, 
a 1962 Kamehameha Schools graduate who 
moved to the continent after retiring in 2000. 
“I miss that, so when these classes came up, I 
thought, ‘This is a good connection.’ ”

Kailiuli has reconnected with his roots 
with the help of Kamehameha Schools’ 
A‘o Makua online enrichment program for 
adults 18 and older, where the classroom is 
a computer and teachers are a click away. 
“You know what is good with this class?” 
he asks. The teachers can review tapes of 
you speaking and provide critiques, all via 
computer, he said of the Hawaiian language 
class. “I listen to my (speech), I sound like 
one old Hawaiian now.”

A‘o Makua, now celebrating its first 
year since launching in February 2008, is 
designed for parents, caregivers and adults 
to learn the Hawaiian language and culture 
– at their own pace. “We get a lot of com-
ments that online courses work for a lot of 
people just because it’s convenient,” said 
Kelly Dukelow, manager of Kamehameha’s 
distance-learning programs, including A‘o 
Makua. “We can pretty much offer it to 
anybody who has an Internet connection.”

“As far as online programs,” she added, 
“we think we’re pretty unique that we’re 
enrichment, but we’re fully facilitated – 
students get an instructor with them the 
entire time and all of our content is devel-
oped primarily with the help of our curricu-
lum support and dissemination branch and 
reviewed by Hawaiian culture specialists.” 

The program’s slogan, A‘o Aku, A‘o Mai, 
“means ‘to learn and share,’ so as you learn, 
it’s your kuleana to share,” Dukelow said. And 
with students participating from Hawai‘i, the 
continent and internationally, “we find that all 
these people across the nation have the same 

desire to learn culture, to learn the language – 
and oftentimes they share resources too.”

“The courses are really more focused on 
learning and growing,” she said. “We don’t 
have tests or worksheets, and activities 
have to do with taking concepts and reflect-
ing on how it relates to you and sharing 
with the other participants.”

Among the most popular offerings are 
the Ola Nä Iwi genealogy course and the 
Ku‘u One Hänau culture class. “We like 

to push that one because we have küpuna 
do most of the content for us through live 
interviews with them talking and singing,” 
Dukelow said. “We didn’t pull a lot of stuff 
out of books or CDs; it was primary sources 
straight from the küpuna. And you can’t find 
it any place else. They did it just for us.”

In March, the program will add a new 
culture class, Mälama: ‘Äina, which will 
cover the ahupua‘a system, how Hawaiians 
traditionally lived  in harmony with the land 
and how people can incorporate those ideas 
in contemporary times, Dukelow said. More 
additions are also possible. “Our develop-
ment is dependent upon our enrollment,” 
Dukelow said. “The more we can get the 
word out, the more we can get people signed 
up, the more courses we can offer.” 

Online learning, Hawaiian style
hO ‘ONA ‘AUAO  • EDuCAT ION P ĀheONA  • ARTS

Print by Harinani Orme, who joins a list of master art-
ists signing on to teach in the new program. - Photo: 
Courtesy HOEA

ONLINE COURSES
Kamehameha Schools’ A‘o Makua 
online learning program for adults 
offers three-week language courses 
and four-week culture courses.

Minimum age: 18
Cost: $25 per course ($5 specials 

are sometimes offered)
Requirements: Computer, Internet 

connection (minimum 56K dial-up; 
but broadband, such as cable or DSL, 
is recommended to view streaming 
videos), headsets for language courses 
only

Registration: rolling registration 
closes on the 15th of the previous 
month

March offerings (register by Feb. 
15): ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i: Pili ‘Ohana, 
March 2-30; Mälama: ‘Äina, March 
9-27

For information and registration: 
ksdl.ksbe.edu/adult

Questions: aomakua@ksbe.edu



Online Programs  
Extend Learning Opportunities 

‘Ike Hawai‘i Distance Learning Program 
Open to students attending public, charter or private schools who will be in  

grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 in Hawai‘i or the continental U.S. with courses in Hawaiian  
culture, history and literature. Applications for Fall 2009 semester  

will be available in March.   

A‘o Makua Distance Learning Program   
An enrichment program designed for parents, caregivers and other adults  

with an interest in courses focusing on Mo‘okū‘auhau – Genealogy,  
Mo‘olelo – Story and ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i – Hawaiian language.  

For complete course listings and schedules,  
visit http://ksdl.ksbe.edu/ or call (808) 842-8877.       

VIRTUAL  STRATEGIES & DISTANCE  LEARNING  BRANCH

  

KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS

CP Advertising
Mobi PCS Wireless
MOBI08-097
Ka Wai Ola o OHA
Runs: Aug & Dec
2008
3-col x 1/2
(5.4722x5.4167”),
4C
06.13.08 hj

This Is A Wake-Up Call

$32
With Mobi PCS and Federal Lifeline / Link Up programs, you can get
connected with the lowest monthly unlimited talk plan in Hawaii.

Monthly unlimited talking,
No credit check,

No contracts required.

Nokia 2285
or similar model
for only $59.

You are eligible if you participate
in one of the following programs:

Medicaid • Food Stamps • Supplemental Security Income • Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program • Federal Public Housing Assistance

or Section 8 • National School Lunch – Free Lunch Program
• Temporary Assistance for Needy Families

You can also qualify on the basis of income.

For more information

688-mobi
mobipcs.com

MOBI08-097_WakeUp_KaWai:MOBI08-097_WakeUp_KaWai  6/13/08  12:44 PM  Page 1

O‘AHU

Honolulu
4:00 pm – 6:30 pm
Wednesday, Feb. 4
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Wednesday, Feb. 25
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Wednesday, Mar. 25
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Friday, April 24
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Wednesday, April 29
Käne‘ohe
1:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Wednesday, Feb. 18
Waimänalo
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Wednesday, Mar. 11
Hale‘iwa
12:00 pm – 2:30 pm
Wednesday, April 8

To register for an  
O‘ahu workshop call: 
808.594.1925
808.594.1763
808.594.1915

Registration is 
required for all 
workshops.

MAUI

Wailuku
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Friday, Feb. 27
Lahaina
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Friday, Mar. 13

To register for a Maui 
workshop call:
808.873.3364

MOLOKA‘I

Kaunakakai
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Friday, April 17

To register for a 
Moloka‘i work- 
shop call:
808.560.3611

LÄNA‘I

Läna‘i City
5:30 pm – 8:00 pm
Friday, April 3

To register for a  
Läna‘i workshop call:
808.565.7930

KAUA‘I

Lïhu‘e
1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
Thursday, Feb. 5
1:30 pm – 4:00 pm
Thursday, Mar. 5

To register for a Kaua‘i 
workshop call:
808.241.3390

HAWAI‘I

Kailua-Kona
11:00 am – 1:30 pm
Thursday, Feb. 12
11:00 am – 1:30 pm
Friday, Mar. 20
Waimea
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Friday, Feb. 13
6:00 pm – 8:30 pm
Thursday, Mar. 19
Hilo
10:30 am – 1:00 pm
Saturday, Feb. 14
10:30 am – 1:00 pm
Saturday, Mar. 21

To register for a 
Kailua-Kona or 
Waimea workshop call: 
808.327.9525
To register for a 
Hilo workshop call: 
808.920.6418

OHA FY10 Community  
Grants Program

711 Kapi‘olani Blvd. Suite 500 • Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 • 808.594.1835

Workshop Schedule

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) Grants Program assists 
organizations to address the needs of the Hawaiian community. Grant 
awards of up to $100,000 will be made to support programs which 
address OHA Strategic Plan goals in the areas of Education, Health, 
Human Services, Housing, Economic Development, Native Rights, 
Culture, Land, Resource Management, Governance, and Community 
Development.

To be eligible for funding, an applicant must:

•  Have IRS tax-exempt non-profit status (operating in the  
State of Hawai’i) or be a government agency;

•  Propose a project or program which benefits  
Native Hawaiians individually or as a group; and

•  Provide a percentage of total project cost (percentage  
determined by the amount of funding requested).

Grants are generally awarded for a period of not more than one year. 
Grants are intended to support specific projects or programs and not the 
general operating costs of the organization. This funding program is not 
designed to provide financial support to individuals for personal needs or 
to finance business ventures. 

In addition, all applying organizations must attend one of our OHA 
2009 Grants Workshops or meet with Grants Program staff prior to 
submitting an application. Workshops will be offered statewide from 
January through April 2009. 

Deadline for FY10 applications is Tuesday, June 30, 2009.  We will 
accept and consider requests subject to the availability of funds.

Grant guidelines and the workshop schedule is available online at  
www.oha.org. Click on the ‘Programs’ header, then ‘Grants’ in the  
drop-down list.
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Ho‘omaika‘i IĀ ‘oe, e Pelekikena Obama!
20 ‘Ianuali 2009

From Washington, D.C., to Waikïkï, Americans toasted the inauguration of the 44th president of the United States, Barack Obama, 
who was born in Hawai‘i and graduated from Punahou School. In Waikïkï at the Aloha Inaugural Ball at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel, 
former governors and their first ladies: Ben and Vicky Cayetano, John Waihe‘e III and Lynne Waihe‘e, Jean and George Ariyoshi, 

and Jim Burns, who represented his father John Burns, prepare to raise their glasses to Obama. The governors belted out their heartiest 
good wishes, led by Burns’ “Cheers!” Ariyoshi’s “Banzai!” Waihe‘e’s “Imua!” and Cayetano’s “Mabuhay!” Other revelers include, 

clockwise from right, Kumu Hula Kaleo Trinidad and Jimmy Borges. Trinidad performed a 
mele inoa, or name chant, which was written for Obama and earlier performed at 
the Kähala fundraiser for Obama’s campaign when the then-presidential hopeful 
visited Honolulu in August (at left). The Aloha Inaugural Ball, a fundraiser for 
the Democratic Party of Hawai‘i, displays collectibles for sale. Puamana 
Crabbe, “came out of retire-
ment” to design a red 
gown for Cayetano, 
made especially for 
the occasion.

Photos below from top row, left, Miss Hawai‘i USA. Aureana Tseu and sister Tatiana. And in Washington, the Hawai‘i 
State Society Ball welcomed Antoinette Lee, former Miss Universe Brook Lee and OHA Trustee Boyd Mossman and 
family. Also in the crowd, U.S. Sen. Daniel Inouye and wife Irene. Middle row, OHA Trustee Colette Machado (Gini 
Moore photos). Below, OHA Trustee Oswald Stender talks with Kohono Mossman (Julie Coleson photo). An exuber-
ant U.S. Rep. Neil Abercrombie (Gini Moore photo). Hālau Ho‘omau I ka Wai Ola O Hawai‘i musicians and dancers 
perform at the Aloha Inaugural Ball at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel (Paul Rudin photo). Raiatea Helm entertains 
at the Hawai‘i State Ball. (Raiatea Helm courtesy photo) All other photos: Blaine Fergerstrom



p e p e l u a l i 2 0 0 9  |  1 3

By Amy Kalili
Special to Ka Wai Ola

Despite being 8,000 miles 
away from Hawai‘i, events 
surrounding President 

Obama’s inauguration were cov-
ered in a uniquely Hawaiian style, 
through our ‘ölelo Hawai‘i. 

‘Äha‘i ‘Ölelo Ola, our Hawaiian 
language news program on 
KGMB9, sent a three-man crew to 
Washington, D.C. to report on the 
historical occasion. Yours truly was 
extremely fortunate to be a part of 
the team as Anchor/Reporter along 
with Producer/Photographer/
Editor Nä‘älehu Anthony and 
Field Reporter/Producer Läkea 
Trask. We were joined by KGMB9 
anchors Grace Lee and Stacy Loe 
and Photographer/Editor George 
Hurd for the days that we provided 
live coverage back to the station.

It has been an amazing journey 
on so many levels. We worked 

extremely long days during our 10 
days in D.C., gathering stories on 
issues and people important to our 
community at home. And while 
we are a bit tattered and torn, we 
thoroughly enjoyed every minute 
and are thankful that we were 
able to witness the events that will 
no doubt mark a point of critical 
change in America’s history. 

On inauguration morning we 
took to the streets with our camera 
and as we walked around the east 
end of the Capitol, it was as if you 
could reach out and touch the ener-
gy in the air. There were thousands 
walking around, trying to get to 
the spots that they would witness 
the swearing-in from, and as they 
searched for entrances and stood 
in lines, everyone was buzzing 
with happiness, hope and a sense 
of belonging. And when President 
Obama made his speech, referenc-
ing the diversity that defines us 
and called upon everyone to be a 

part of the change that will take 
place, you could see how people 
took it to heart. While it was 29ºF 
– and felt like an even chillier 19º 
with the wind chill – there was a 
true sense of warmth in the air.

In addition to doing the live 
shots with the KGMB9 crew the 
day before and the day of the inau-
guration, we also gathered stories 
prior to and subsequent to the day. 
We got shots and interviews on 
the National Mall, met up with 
Hawaiians living in the D.C. area, 
visited the OHA D.C. Bureau, 
talked with ‘ohana and friends 
from Hawai‘i who made the trip 
to D.C., sat down for interviews 
with all the members of Hawai‘i’s 
congressional delegation and even 
talked with several of our OHA 
trustees. By the time this article 
goes to print we will have aired 
most of these stories and we hope 
you enjoyed them and that we 
were able to bring D.C. a little 
closer to home for all of you. 

Needless to say, we were hon-
ored to not only be there physi-

cally for this momentous occasion 
but to take our ‘ölelo Hawai‘i to 
an even larger arena and reassure 
viewers everywhere that Hawai‘i 
does have its own language and it 
is now a language of news broad-
casting that covers stories impor-
tant to all of us, including events 
and issues taking place thousands 
of miles away that have a direct 
impact on us at home. 

If you missed any of our segments, 
mai poina, they are available online 
at KGMB9.com. Me ke aloha pume-
hana nö, “ ‘O au këia ‘o Amy Kalili 
no ‘Äha‘i ‘Ölelo Ola ma KGMB9 
mai Wakinekona, D.C., nei.”

Amy Kalili is the reporter and 
anchor for ‘Äha‘i ‘Ölelo Ola, the 
Hawaiian-language news seg-
ment on Sunrise on KGMB9. 

‘Äha‘i ‘Ölelo Ola in D.C.!

The KGMB crew poses for a shot in D.C. From left, Lākea Trask, Grace Lee, Nā‘ālehu Anthony, 
Amy Kalili, Stacy Loe, and George Hurd. - Photo: Courtesy Amy Kalili

HAWAII’S #1 BUILDING MATERIALS DISTRIBUTOR • rwww.honsado .com

The Nohona: 2 story, 3 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath, approx. 1625 square feet.

Look over this two-story model carefully. The obvious attributes are the generous 
living spaces, large dedicated Family Room and roomy Kitchen. The Living 
Room has nearly 280 square feet of area in which you can entertain, watch the 
keiki or mo‘opuna, or just being with family enjoying a good movie. But the real 
gem is under the the house where you can easily add on more bedrooms, create a 
granny quarters or just add to the living area. This model offers comfort, an excel-
lent floor plan and more but when the time is right to expand to an even larger liv-
ing area you’ll have a great head start. Join the others who are finding the Nohona 
the model of choice. The Nohona package is priced at just over $65,000, plus tax. 
On Oahu call Jocelyn Jacinto, our Packaged Home expert, at (808) 356-1877, 
you’ll be glad you did. On the neighbor islands see the directory below.

NU
-
 hOU  • NEWS
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In the summer of 
2004 in Hilo, my 
son Orion came 

into some money 
from his taxidermy 
hobby and wanted 
to raise cattle on the 
land. What the heck, 

the land was just sitting there not 
being productive, why not raise 
some cattle? At least we could 
eat meat. We started with nine 
head of mixed-breed cattle that 
cleared the land bringing forth 
a beautiful landscape of rolling 
hills, small valleys, gulches, flat-

land and streams – more than what 
we anticipated. We lifted the wire 
to allow the pua‘a to enter and 
naturally ’doze the soil and dig out 
huge chunks of guinea grass and 
sugarcane roots. 

With all that organic material, 
came organic wastes that nour-
ished the ground that lacked the 
necessary organic nutrients to 
sustain growing crops other than 
grass. We established more pas-
tures and paddocks and began our 
efforts to regenerate the soil by 
means of utilizing organic materi-
als rather than synthetic ones; now 
was the time for some serious 
healing – to also include the non-
use of pesticides and herbicides. 

For the past three-plus years 
since introducing God’s creatures 
to the land to do what they were 
designed to do, the results have 
been astounding. More so, ginger 
and sweet potato farmers asked to 
trade 50 acres for the 10 acres that 
we had naturally revitalized – one 
farmer told us he wished to grow 
organically. We did a soil com-
parison and found his soil, though 
left fallow for a number of years, 
was light brown, dry and crum-
bly. The grasses in the area were 
yellow-green and were filled with 
noxious weeds that could affect 
smaller and more sensitive graz-
ing animals like rabbits, goats and 
sheep – most importantly there 
was no living organisms: no bugs, 
no worms, simply speaking – no 
life.

On our land we burrowed near 

some pipi (cow) and scattered 
pua‘a (pig) dung and found a mul-
titude of life forms breaking down 
the deposits. Detritus insects, espe-
cially earthworms, plummet as the 
nutrients, while surrounding them, 
grew dark green grasses filled with 
chlorophyll sprouting with energy. 
Ten acres for 50 sounded tempt-
ing, but it took well over three 
years to bring it to this state – and 
now we were readying ourselves 
to plant kalo and eggplant organi-
cally. No can do.

I offered this farmer an opportu-
nity to still practice organic farm-
ing by allowing us to graze our 
cattle on his land. But since there 
were no fences on his property, 
cows and steers had to be collared 
and chained. Though not as effec-
tive as normal grazing of 10 to 12 
medium size cows per acre, in little 
over a year the results were fasci-
nating. Healthy grazing California 
grass fills the pasture. The soil is a 
deeper chocolate brown and there 
are life forms within – but it still 
requires more TLC. The farmer 
assured me that he would be imple-
menting organic practices – I’m 
looking forward to witness this 
promise and see what results.

Surpassing the time of three 
years to regenerate the soil and 
cleansing it by introducing organic 
material such as composting shred-
ded coconut fronds, monkeypod, 
mango, lychee, guava tree, banana 
and whatever we could get from 
tree trimmers or the composting 
yard at the Hilo dump prior to 
planting has made a significant 
change in the conditioning of the 
soil and production. To reduce the 
acidic conditions of the rotting 
plant’s life, we simply add calcium 
in the rows prior to planting. This 
method has allowed us to deter-
mine what areas are most suit-
able for planting root vegetables, 

fruit vegetables, vine fruits and 
vegetables, bush vegetables, leafy 
vegetables and fruits – all without 
the use of synthetic fertilizer, pes-
ticides and herbicides. There are a 
number of methods that we use to 
practice insect and pests control, 
weed and grass control and soil 
and water conservation.

Currently we have a total of 30 
acres of reconditioned soil. Though 
the yield for kalo may be small in 
certain areas due to inconsistency 
of nutrient distribution, for the 
most part yields are beyond satisfy-
ing. When harvesting we find very 
little, if any, rot or disease. There’s 
a diversity of bugs, but they appear 
to manage themselves within their 
own ecosystem and with very little 
intervention from us. Leaf blight is 
very minimal, even with very little 
rainfall. However, there is a stunt 
in growth, and it takes a bit longer 
left in the ground than when using 
synthetic or consumer organic fer-
tilizers – but the consistency of 
the sweet flavor and density of the 
natural sugars and starches in the 
root are worth being in the ground 
a bit longer.

This is the cycle of life as God 
intended it to be. These are what 
animals were designed to do, for 
the benefit of man and the world 
he resides in; that is, to naturally 
consume vegetation, to deposit 
black gold back onto the earth 
and to have the fowls scratch and 
spread this tangled heap of manure 
while looking for the very organ-
isms transforming these elements 
into nutrients. These are the very 
nutrients that feed the animals, 
fowl, plants, fruits and vegetables 
for us to consume. This is a pretty 
neat plan that God designed.

Jeno Enocencio writes about the 
many hats he wears. Contact him 
at pointman_jeno@msn.com. 

N Ā  P Ā PAle  • MANY  HATS

By Jimmy 
f. “Jeno” 
Enocencio

We Promise To Help
Our mission is to mobilize existing community 
resources to aid families with children experiencing 
homelessness and help them transition to 
sustainable independence.

90% of our families transition out of homelessness  
into housing, usually in 3-4 months.

Interested in volunteering or making a donation?  

Call 261-7478 or email  
volunteer@familypromisehawaii.org.

(808) 261-7478
www.familypromisehawaii.org

Recycling at its best: 
kūkae (manure) from 
the pigpen mixed 
with running water 
fill this lo‘i to nourish 
the kalo. The kalo 
stems and leaves are 
recycled for compost-
ing, the corm (root) is 
thoroughly cooked and 
fed to the pigs and the 
huli (keiki) plant is 
replanted in the lo‘i or 
dry land.

Kalalau Ahupua‘a: 
Composting the soil, 

saving the soul

Inset: James tilling composted soil near 
the rabbit bins, as brown egg-laying 
chickens scurry and peck for their meal. - 
Photos: Courtesy of Jeno Enocencio

Right: Cattle foraging and eating down 
to the root, forcing nature to sprout 
new growth.
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A recent Letter 
to the Editor 
in the Hawai‘i 

Tribune-Herald said that 
the contentious protests 
at the Comprehensive 
Management Plan (CMP) 
community meeting held 
recently in Keaukaha (re: 
Mauna Kea) could be 
taken to imply that all 

Hawaiians think alike.
Its author asserted, though, that 

Hawaiians are as diverse in their opin-
ions as any other segment 
of the population. And he 
made the point that he, 
specifically, did not agree 
with all the protesters.

This person took 
responsibility for his own 
opinion.

It made me wonder what 
my responsibility is now, 
since I volunteered three 
years ago for the newly 
formed Thirty-Meter 
Telescope (TMT) commit-
tee of the Hawai‘i Island 
Economic Development 
Board (HIEDB). I volun-
teered because I feel strong-
ly that if this large telescope 
is to be built on Mauna Kea, 
it must be done right.

Since then, I have 
learned a lot about the mountain’s previous 
history and present circumstances. Now I 
ask myself: What is my responsibility to 
share what I know?

I’ve learned there are lingering and 
strong feelings of anger and resentment 
toward the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mänoa. People were very, very angry 
that prior to 2000, Mauna Kea was con-
trolled from O‘ahu rather than by people 
here on the Big Island.

The University of Hawai‘i at Hilo is 
often saddled with ill feelings from those 
previous years, perhaps unfairly.

They are not working alone. The UH 
Hilo Chancellor takes advice from the 
Mauna Kea Management Board, dedicated 
members of the public who make policy 
suggestions (with no pay). Kahu Ku Mauna 

is another board of cultural advisers, and 
they also serve with no pay.

In 2006, Circuit Judge Glenn Hara 
reversed the Department of Land and 
Natural Resource’s (DLNR) issuance of 
a Conservation District Use Permit that 
allowed for six “outrigger” telescopes to 
be built on Mauna Kea.

The judge stated that the management 
plan submitted to support the applica-
tion was too site-specific and needs to 
be more comprehensive. So the DLNR 
now needs to approve a Comprehensive 
Management Plan that takes the judge’s 

concerns into account.
This is why Comprehensive 

Management Plan community meetings 
were held. 

In my opinion, much of the recent tes-
timony was so emotional because people 
didn’t believe they were being heard.

I know the people in charge of the 
plan, though, and am convinced they 
are listening carefully and will include 
everyone’s concerns, while weighing the 
need to protect both the natural and cul-
tural resources.

Some feel that the DLNR, not UH 
Hilo, should be creating the CMP. They 
say that UHH developing the plan it is 
akin to the fox guarding the henhouse.

The people creating the plan, though, are 
very credible experts in their field. And no 

matter who does the plan, the DLNR board 
will have to approve it. I don’t think these 
people are just rubber stampers.

Some say an Environmental Impact 
Statement should be done alongside a 
CMP, but I think that reasonable people 
can agree that the CMP is merely a plan, 
not a specific project. It’s not about 
building, or any physical project, it’s 
just a plan – no stones will be moved 
and no insects will be disturbed. As an 
extra measure of care, an Environmental 
Assessment is being done.

Any future projects will trigger their 
own Environmental Assessment or 
Environmental Impact Statement. If 
people feel strongly about these types of 
process questions, though, they can seek 
legal recourse. 

I don’t think a reasonable person 
would consider these issues so weighty 
that they should stop the Comprehensive 

Management Plan from 
being put in place. This 
is all about taking care of 
Mauna Kea.

So knowing what I 
know, do I take a stand? 
Am I not responsible for 
what I know?

Judge Hara’s intent is 
for the DLNR to have a 
management plan in place 
to take care of Mauna Kea 
in a holistic way. That is 
what we all want!

Are there questions 
so serious that it would 
be better to wait for an 
answer rather than take 
care of Mauna Kea now 
with a Comprehensive 
Management Plan in 
place? I don’t think so.

Like the author of that Letter to the 
Editor, I too feel a need to take responsibil-
ity for my own opinion.

I say: Let’s get a Comprehensive 
Management Plan in place now so we can 
start to mälama Mauna Kea.

Comments on the draft CMP may be 
made online at maunakeacmp.com, by 
clicking on “Tell us what you think,” 
or by mail to: Ku‘iwalu, Pauahi Tower, 
27th Floor, 1003 Bishop St., Honolulu, 
HI 96813. As of this writing, the full 
draft was expected to be posted online 
at maunakeacmp.com; a draft summary 
was available by clicking on “Review 
CMP summary.”

Richard Ha is the president of Hämäkua 
Springs Country Farms in Pepe‘ekeo. 

Taking responsibility  
for Mauna Kea
Why we need a Comprehensive 
Management Plan

Atop a snow-capped Mauna 
Kea, whose future is being 
decided under a Compre-
hensive Management Plan. 
- Photo: Blaine Fergerstrom

K ŪK ĀK ŪK Ā  • COMMuN I T Y  fORuM

By 
Richard  

Ha

Available means for communication include: 
• Ka Wai Ola, OHA’s monthly newspaper.
• Ka Wai Ola Loa, OHA’s new web-only mid-

month edition of Ka Wai Ola.
• Nä ‘Öiwi ‘Ölino radio show, which can be 

heard statewide and in Las Vegas.
• Ho‘oulu Lähui Aloha, OHA’s community TV 

show.
• OHA.org, OHA’s web site.
• Video conferencing
• Pacific Network TV, a web-based TV network 

created by filmmaker Edgy Lee and underwritten 
by OHA.

Through the CCN, OHA will reach out to 
people in their homes or at community halls so 
they can talk can didly about what’s on their minds. 
Videoconferences are designed for communica-
tion between sites on the same island, between 
islands or even further afield. 

The inaugural videoconference lasted about 
one hour, with at least 10 people asking questions 
from Washington and answering questions posed 
by OHA Hawaiian Governance Hale staff on 
topics of nation building and what role a Native 
Hawaiian government should have – questions that 
have become increasingly important as Kau Inoa 
registration has topped the 100,000 mark.

In Washington, Antoinette Lee of the Pearl 
Harbor Hawaiian Civic Club, said better com-
munication between the parties is the key, as 
shown through the galvanizing speeches of Barack 
Obama, who exudes the aloha spirit on the world’s 
stage. If communication is open and improved, 
she said, “I think we can accomplish anything we 
want to.” 

OHA will loan equipment to groups wanting 
to host videoconferencing meetings. For informa-
tion on hosting a meeting, call 594-1759. OHA 
will provide a host packet and all necessary tools 
and equipment to hold a successful meeting. 
Information gathered from the meetings will be 
posted on OHA’s web site and other media. 

CCN
Continued from page 03

The inaugural CCN videoconference, as seen from O‘ahu’s Hono-
lulu office OHA’s Hawaiian Goverance Hale converses with people 
in the Washington D.C. area. - Photo: Blaine Fergerstrom



Anita K. knew she was courting 
financial disaster when she began using 
child support payments to make overdue 
mortgage payments. The Honolulu retail 
store manager had a four-bedroom O‘ahu 
home she had owned with her husband 
since 1977. They divorced two years 
ago, agreeing to hold on to the prop-
erty as an investment. But their monthly 
mortgage payments increased to $3,400 
from $2,000. Unable to come up with the 
money, she felt panicky when the delin-
quency notices started arriving. Finally, 
she reached out to a licensed housing 
counselor, who negotiated with her lender 
to sell the house to a new buyer at a price 
below market value. Though Anita 
made no profit, the deal erased her 
debt and brought her relief along 
with some hard-won lessons. “I’m 
living in a rental now. I thought this 
would feel like I was going back-
wards, but I am happy to be living 
within my means,” said Anita, a 
Native Hawaiian mother of two. 

Most experts would agree that 
Anita’s story has a happy ending. 
She avoided foreclosure, which 
would have meant a legal reposses-
sion of her home by the bank, plus 
a permanent blemish on her credit 
record that could have prevented 
buying or even renting another 
home. Foreclosure not only com-
promises an individual’s financial 
security, it contributes to the eco-
nomic downfall of the community 
by depreciating overall property val-
ues and slowing home sales and new 
home construction. In worst-case 
scenarios – notably in California and 
Nevada, foreclosure spreads through 
a neighborhood with domino-like 
speed, creating infrastructure decay 
and adding to a recessionary econ-
omy. Financial institutions, saddled 
with the costs of marketing foreclosed 
properties, have responded by tightening 
up credit and limiting loan activity – fur-
ther hampering economic growth. 

“Preventing foreclosure is a priority 
for both government and financial insti-
tutions, because the long-term effects of 
property lost to foreclosure are costly to 
everyone,” said Brian Davidson of the 
Hawai‘i Housing Finance Development 
Corporation (HHFDC). 

As a state agency, HHFDC has obtained 
a $398,470 grant provided by Congress 
under a national foreclosure mitigation 
program administered by NeighborWorks 
America. The money will be used to 
provide counseling and legal assistance 
to Hawai‘i homebuyers in financially 
troubled waters. Davidson said the 
funding will go directly to Consumer 
Credit Counseling Service, Hawai‘i 
Homeownership Center, Hawaiian 
Community Assets, Legal Aid Society 
of Hawai‘i and, on Maui, Hale Mahaolu. 
The five local providers, all nonprofit 
organizations, have been selected to work 
with Hawai‘i homebuyers who need to 
contact lenders and develop satisfactory 
plans for avoiding foreclosure.

 The professional counseling assistance 
is free to all Hawai‘i residents and aims to 
help people under the hammer of home 
debt to navigate the complicated laws, 
finance products and possible penalties 
that comprise foreclosure mitigation. 

The grant also names Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs as an in-kind provider 
of outreach and media that will promote 
the help to those who need it most – 

including what state housing authorities 
project will be a disproportionately high 
number of Native Hawaiians in 2009.

Hawai‘i’s funding award is a small por-
tion of the $246 million dollars given out 
by NeighborWorks America to address 
the foreclosure problem that is growing 
to crisis proportions in other regions 
of the country. Davidson said HHFDC 
applied for the grant early last year, when 
Hawai‘i’s overall foreclosure rate ranked 
at the bottom among 50 states. 

Then last April, Hawai‘i’s foreclo-
sure rate tripled, showing a 218 percent 
increase over the same period of 2007. 
The rise was attributed then to the esca-

lating fuel crisis, the state’s slowdown in 
tourism and the rise in unemployment, 
driving borrowers to dig deeper into their 
pockets to make monthly payments.  

The subsequent world market meltdown 
has exposed local homebuyers to even 
more unforeseen economic woe and fore-
closure risk that has complex and varied 
origins – including so-called exotic loans, 
intended as tools for big property inves-
tors but sold instead to would-be first-time 
homeowners. “Because the average family 
home here is so expensive, mortgage lend-
ers had to be innovative from the begin-
ning to allow middle-income people to 
become homeowners,” said Davidson. “So 
you had residents with annual incomes 
of less than $60,000 who were taking on 
mortgages of more than $600,000.”

Sheri Kagimoto, the managing director 
of the O‘ahu-based Mortgage Assistance 
and Mitigation Group said that the nation’s 
finance industry supported a relaxed lend-
ing climate, where lenders sold off mort-
gages to investment institutions, which 
bundled and sold mortgage-backed securi-
ties at a huge profit. This relieved the lend-
ers of liability, enabling them to qualify 
ever riskier customers for large loans. “In 
many instances, borrowers weren’t asked 
to furnish proof of income or assets. This 
encouraged people with modest means to 
get caught up in the trend of using a home 
for its equity – like a giant ATM card, 
when a home should be a necessity,” said 
Kagimoto, who adds the HHFDC grant 
– though small compared to what may be 
needed eventually – is a good start, because 
it adds oversight to negotiating reasonable 

terms of affordable homeownership. 
After a consumer-driven home sales 

boom from 2002 to early 2007, Hawai‘i’s 
red-hot real estate market cooled and home 
values began an unexpected slow downward 
slide. Local homebuyers with adjustable 
rate mortgages had counted on refinancing 
their loans in tandem with an anticipated 
appreciation of the market value of their 
homes. But for many, the dip in Hawai‘i 
home values led to ballooning interest rates 
and drove up monthly mortgage payments 
beyond what they could afford.

Research from the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
also shows that more than half of Hawai‘i’s 

first-time homebuyers during the recent 
real estate boom invested in subprime mort-
gages, subject to relatively higher interest 
rates and fees. Many with subprime loans 
and other so-called “exotic” loan products 
have found themselves in negative equity 
– meaning that the amount owed on their 
loan has begun to exceed the now depreci-
ated value of their house, possibly docking 
their credit rating and definitely diminish-
ing their chances of borrowing against or 
unloading their property in order to reduce 
home debt liability. 

After all these developments, it’s no 
surprise that at the end of 2008, RealtyTrac, 
an online listing of foreclosed properties, 
showed Hawai‘i had climbed from its 2007 
spot of 48 to No. 29 in the nation for the 
number of foreclosures – a ranking that is 
especially alarming because it represents an 
unprecedented 294 percent increase in fore-
closure activity over the previous year.

But the worst may be yet to come, said 
Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i board presi-
dent George Zweibel during a roundtable 
discussion on foreclosure mitigation aired 
locally Jan. 15 on Ho‘oulu Lähui Aloha, 
OHA’s public access television program. 
Zweibel cited data projections indicat-
ing that in the two years one in every 
29 Hawai‘i residential properties will go 
through foreclosure, exceeding the pro-
jected national average of one in 38. 

New economic research by the Federal 
Reserve Bank of San Francisco shows 
that the highest percentages of serious-
ly delinquent home loans are located 
in the following areas: Wai‘anae and 
Hau‘ula on O‘ahu; Ele‘ele on Kaua‘i; 

Nä‘älehu and Pähoa on Hawai‘i Island; 
and Kahului on Maui. Large numbers of 
Native Hawaiians rent but don’t necessar-
ily own homes in these same communi-
ties, which some observers say have been 
the target of outside real estate specula-
tion or second-home buyers from the U.S. 
continent. When mortgage delinquency 
slips into foreclosure, then all residents 
of the affected properties are eventually 
required to vacate, raising the prospect of 
a foreclosure-fueled affordable housing 
problem for residents. 

Under state law, borrowers who are a 
single day late on payment are techni-
cally in default. After a second missed 

payment, a lender is likely to call the 
delinquent borrower for an explanation. 
Anyone who has failed to meet a mort-
gage obligation for 90 days will receive 
a “demand letter” with a request to make 
payment arrangements. Failure to respond 
at this point brings a “notice to acceler-
ate” – a requirement that full payment or 
special arrangements be made. The lender 
may also issue a notice of intent to begin 
foreclosure at this point. After 120 days, 
the borrower in default is referred to the 
lender’s attorney, incurring court fees as 
part of the delinquency. At this juncture, 
a sheriff may schedule a sale of the home 
where it is publicly auctioned off to the 
highest bidder. Foreclosure is now offi-
cial. The sheriff evicts residents of affect-
ed properties. Lenders can press civil 
charges against the delinquent borrowers 
who are liable not only for principal owed 
but also for fees and court costs.

How to avoid this unwanted scenario? 
At any time before the home auction, a 
housing counselor can help. Counselors 
emphasize the importance of reaching 
out for help– no matter how impossible a 
situation seems.

“More than anything don’t be shame, 
because the longer you wait, the less 
options you have,” said Keri Kalilikane, a 
mortgage assistance counselor at Maui’s 
Hale Mahaolu, one of the agencies tapped 
by the state to receive the new grant fund-
ing. “Feeling afraid, alone and embar-
rassed is understandable. But don’t let the 
emotion get in the way of seeking help 
from a housing counselor, because this 
will make a difference.”

Kalilikane said most of her clients 
work in tourism and have been hit by 
unexpected job loss in Maui County’s 
declining visitor industry. “They feel 
overwhelmed. They’ve ignored the letters 
from their lenders for so long that they 
feel too hopeless or intimidated to make 
that first call,” she said. 

 Kalilikane often helps jobless bor-
rowers to write hardship letters to their 
lenders, mostly located on the U.S. con-
tinent. Her clients must be able to give 
detailed documentation of mitigating 
circumstances such as income loss or 
medical expenses, but the outcome can be 
good. In best-case scenarios, the lenders 

will say that delinquent borrowers 
are eligible for a loan modifica-
tion. This might extend the terms 
of the loan over a longer period, 
reducing monthly payments to an 
affordable amount, or it could defer 
delinquent payments, giving the dis-
tressed borrower a fresh start. “Many 
say they are relieved that they have 
faced down their worst fear. They 
are surprised that the lender would 
rather make arrangements to settle 
the money matter than to take away 
their home,” Kalilikane said.

Some consumer advocates would 
like to see government put pressure on 
lenders to go beyond loan modification 
and do more to forgive the delinquent 
debt of distressed middle-income 
homebuyers. In a Jan. 8 interview 
on National Public Radio, U.S. Rep. 
Barney Frank (D-Mass.) proposed 
that the second half of the Congress’ 
$700 billion financial bailout fund be 
applied by banks to reduce the prin-
ciple owed by distressed homeowners. 
Without government intervention, our 
lending institutions will not have any 
motivation to forego their own profit-
ability and bear the costs of helping 

needy consumers, Frank told NPR.
In the meantime, housing and legal 

counselors say don’t count on immedi-
ate changes in the mortgage or finance 
industry. “Even if you just suspect you 
are going to be late on a payment, give 
your lender a call and then call us,” 
Kalilikane said.

Counselors can identify several options 
in addition to loan modification. One 
is to arrange for a short sale, where the 
delinquent borrower negotiates with the 
lender to sell a home to a new owner 
for less than the amount identified in the 
original promissory note. As in Anita K.’s 
case described above, the borrower gets 
nothing but avoids foreclosure with a 
relatively unscathed credit score and may 
soon be eligible for another home loan. 
But borrowers would do well to work 
with a counselor or legal aid in negotiat-
ing a short sale, because lenders reserve 
the right to come back with a deficiency 
judgment and file suit against the borrow-
er to recoup the higher value of the home, 
according to Michelle Kauhane, executive 
director of Hawaiian Community Assets. 
Kauhane adds that Hawai‘i law allows 
lenders to practice nonjudicial foreclo-
sures, which by-pass court involvement 
and don’t go after a delinquent borrower’s 
assets but still leave many individuals 
houseless and with ruined credit scores.

Delinquent homebuyers may also work 
with counselors to see if they are eligible 
to qualify for a “deed in lieu of foreclo-
sure.” This would involve an agreement 

Under a federal grant, five nonprofits are 
providing free counseling to help hom-
eowners avoid foreclosure, and OHA is 
helping to promote the help to those who 
need it most – a disproportionately high 
number of Native Hawaiians in 2009.

foreclosure

Roundtable discussion
Ho‘oulu Lähui Aloha, OHA’s roundtable TV show presents a 

one-hour program dedicated to the topic of foreclosure. Foreclosure 
Assistance To Homeowners Statewide, moderated by Leatrice Kauahi 
of OHA, aired Jan. 15 and 22 on ‘Ölelo Channel 53, and may be 
viewed on demand at olelo.org.

Free foreclosure counseling
Five nonprofits are providing foreclosure-

prevention counseling through a national 
foreclosure mitigation program administered 
by NeighborWorks America. The five non-
profits and their contact information are:

Consumer Credit Counseling Service 
808-532-3225 or toll-free 1-800-801-5999
cccsofhawaii.org

Hale Mahaolu
Kahului, Maui
808-872-4100 or 808-661-5957
halemahaolu.org

Hawai‘i HomeOwnership Center
808-523-9500 or toll-free 1-877-523-9503
hihomeownership.org

Hawaiian Community Assets
808-587-7886 or toll-free 1-866-400-1116
hawaiiancommunity.net

Legal Aid Society of Hawai‘i
808-536-4302
legalaidhawaii.org

Legend

Percent of Loans
seriously delinquent

 Less than 1.2 percent
 1.2 – 3.2 percent
 3.2 – 5.2 percent
 5.2 – 7.2 percent
 More than 7.2 percent

Percent of Loans  
Seriously delinquent 
on O‘ahu

Source: McDashAnalytics, LLC 
and FRBSF calculations, Data 
from August 2008

Visit oha.
org to view  
the neighbor 
islands.

See Foreclosureon page 28

Hawaiian Community Assets Executive Director, Michelle Kauhane and Keani Rawlins-
Fernadez discuss the best plan of action for helping clients avoid foreclosure. - Photo: 
Nelson Gaspar

By Liza Simon | Public Affairs Specialist
Assessing
the
firestorm
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By francine Murray
Broadcast/Media Coordinator

The White Bathtub
Kenneth Makuakäne

Kenneth Makuakäne just 
celebrated the release 
of his new CD, The 

White Bathtub, with a party at 
the Pakele Lounge. Live on the 
Internet at PakeleLive.com, it was 
part of the concert series every 
Thursday at 6 p.m. HST, brought 
to us by the Ala Moana Hotel, 
LavaNet and Aloha Video TV.

A prodigious talent, Makua- 

käne has produced more than 
a hundred albums with various 
renowned artists and won 16 
Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards. As 
natural as it is for birds to sing, 
Makuakäne composes. His works 
of art have been recorded by 
several local greats, the Cazimero 
Brothers, Amy Hänaiali‘i and 
Loyal Garner to name a few. 

This new album sets the 
mood appropriately with 
“These Dreams.” Everything 
really good starts with a dream. 
Makuakäne said he has dreams 
that the world will have peace, 
and that the world will come 
together. “Instead of telling 
people to come together we 
should do it.” Live the dream.

The second track is the title 
song “The White Bathtub,” 
inspired by fond memories at his 
grandmother’s house in Ka‘ü. 

The solo album is full of mem-
ories from his past. “You need 
to know your past, so you know 
where you are today,” Makuakäne 
says. “Everyone wants to say our 

children are the future, but what 
about the rest of the sentence? If 
the children are the future then we 
are the mäkua. We are the present 
and if we don’t nurture the pres-
ent, what future are they going to 
be walking into? That’s what this 
white bathtub represents to me. I 
walked into my kupuna’s future, 
they set the path for me and it’s 
my kuleana, as a makua, to set 
the path for future generations.” 
As with the circle of life, it’s all 
connected in a never-ending flow. 

Wow, such deep meaning 
behind this series of seemingly 
lighthearted songs with catchy 
beats like “I Breathe,” “I Know,” 
– “I know, I know, I know that 
I love you,” he sings – and 
“Sandcrabs With Suntans,” is 
all hot fun in the summer. “My 
Island Girl” is charming and very 

sweet. His touching ballad, “You 
Move Me” will sweep you away, 
as will “Thank You,” a romantic 
narrative of gratitude 
for someone he’s 
thinking of.

I’m told, 
when you 
record music, 
you put a 
little of your 
heart into it. 

Makuakäne referred to it 
as leaving your heart print. 
This is quite a print packed 
with 18 original songs. With 
the heart of a poet, the left-
handed, upside-down guitar 
player wrapped it up with “Ma 
Näwiliwili” in ‘ölelo Hawai‘i.

Available online at Mele.
com or DigStation.com. 
For more information visit 

Makuakane.com. 

Mele  ‘ A I lANA  • I S L AND  MuS IC  SCENE

CULTURAL RESOURCES 
PRESERvATION PLAN fOR 
HONUA‘ULA / WAILEA 670

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Honua‘ula Partners 
LLC, in accordance with Condition 13 of Maui County Zoning 
Ordinance No. 3554, shall be preparing a Cultural Resources 
Preservation Plan; for their 670-acre proposed development 
area (TMK: (2)2-1-008:056 and 071) located in portions of 
Paeahu, Palauea, and Keauhou ahupua‘a, Makawao District, 
Maui Island; in consultation with pertinent public agencies, 
community groups, and individuals.  Native Hawaiian groups, 
individuals and all other interested parties intending to provide 
input during the formulation of this plan are requested to trans-
mit, in writing, their names and mailing addresses within 30 
calendar days from the publication date of this notice to:

Honua‘ula Partners, LLC
c/o Mr. Charles Jencks
Owner Representative
Pacific Rim Land, Inc. 

1300 N. Holopono Street, Suite 201 
P.O. Box 220 

Kïhei, Hawai‘i  96753

hO ‘OlAhA  lehUlehU  •  PuBL IC  NOT IC E

revieW

By francine Murray
Broadcast/Media Coordinator

Tropic Rhapsody
Teresa Bright

Lucky we live Hawai‘i, the 
island paradise where palm 
trees blow, frosty tropical 

drinks don umbrellas and an exotic 
local girl with the voice of an 
angel sings, with a talent and a 
style that make the moon green 
with jealousy. Teresa Bright’s ren-
dition of “I’ll Weave a Lei of 
Stars for You” by Alex Anderson 
is enchanting as she whispers the 
sentimental lyrics. 

When angels are frolicking in 

the clouds and racing between 
the stars they listen to Tropic 
Rhapsody. When shadows dance, 
children sway and happy feet 
twirl across the dining room 

floor, they’re listening to Tropic 
Rhapsody. “Silhouette Hula” was 
composed by Danny Kalauawa 
Stewart and Steve Graham.

“Kaimana Hila” has never been 
so sexy, ‘ike e ka nani. The beauty 
of Diamond Head dazzles as she 
sings.

There’s no war in this Hawaiian 

war chant; “Tahauala” has again 
become romantic. Adapted by 
Johnny Noble, the original mele of 
an encounter between two lovers 
was written by Prince Leleiohoku 

in ‘ölelo Hawai‘i. A perfect 
pairing, Bright also sings 
“Aloha ‘Oe,” of the parting 
of lovers, composed by our 
beloved Queen Lili‘uokalani. 
“Sweet Leilani” is paradise 
on a compact disc, and divine 
is “Blue Hawai‘i.” 

Bright’s CD is techni-
cally exquisite, kudos to the 
engineer and musicians Kit 
Ebersbach, Jeff Peterson, Von 
Baron, James Ganeko, Claire 
Hazzard, Rocky Holmes, 
Nancy Okimoto and Dean 
Taba.

With all this loveliness you 
should indulge. This new CD 

is fragrant with harmony’s sweet 
scent, an enchanted treat, like 
Turkish delight for the ears, heart 
and soul. It leaves you wanting 
more. Sample for yourself. 

Available at Borders and 
Mele.com. For more information 
visit MountainAppleCompany.
c o m / t e r e s a .  

revieW

A prolific Kenneth 
Makuakāne has 

produced more than 
100 albums and won 

16 Nā Hōkū Hano-
hano Awards. - Photo: 

Blaine Fergerstrom 

With Teresa Bright singing, ‘Kaimana Hila’ has 
never been so sexy. - Photo: Courtesy of Mountain 
Apple Company
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By Sterling Wong

Mark your 
c a l e n d a r 
for Feb. 

15, when thousands 
of Hawaiian lan-
guage supporters will 
descend upon Waikïkï 
Shell for Ho‘omau 
2009, a concert bene- 
fiting O‘ahu’s 11 Hawaiian immer-
sion schools 

Sponsored by Kamehameha 
Schools, this year’s concert will fea-
ture performances by Keali‘i Reichel, 
Sudden Rush, Waipuna, Küpaoa, 
Holunape, ‘Ike Pono and the keiki of 
the participating schools. 

The theme of this year’s concert 
is “I maika‘i ke kalo i ka ‘ohä,” 
which means “the quality of the 
taro is judged by the young fruit 
it produces.”

In the last 20 years, the Hawaiian 
language education movement 
on O‘ahu has made great strides, 
despite a shortage of funds. The 
first Hawaiian immersion school 
on O‘ahu, Pünana Leo o Honolulu 
Preschool, opened its doors in 
1985, and last year’s Class of 
2008 marked the 10th high school 
graduating class. 

All proceeds from Ho‘omau are 
divided among O‘ahu’s 11 immer-
sion schools, which combined 
serve nearly 1,000 students from 
preschool to the 12th grade. Each 

immersion school’s curriculum is 
taught completely in the native 
language of Hawai‘i. The ultimate 
goal of all of these schools is to 
preserve this once-nearly extinct 
language by creating new genera-
tions of native speakers. 

Immersion schools have unique 
needs that require more funding 
than conventional English schools. 
Among other things, they need to 
create curricula that are appropri-
ate for an immersion environment, 
translate or develop Hawaiian 
textbooks and provide for teacher 
training and development. 

Pre-concert tickets are avail-
able at the Neal Blaisdell Center 
box office. Call 591-2211. Pre-
concert tickets are $8 for keiki 
ages 5 to 8, and $15-$18 for 
adults. Tickets the day of concert 
are $10 for keiki ages 5 to 8; $17 
for grass, $20 for reserved. Keiki 
4 years old and under are free. 

For more information 
about Ho‘omau, call Kau‘i 
Keola at (808) 551-3631. 

NA
-
 hANANA  •  E V ENTS

Ho‘omau concert 
to benefit Hawaiian 
immersion on O‘ahu

Honolulu run to help fund 
performances in Europe

By T. Ilihia Gionson
Publications Editor

As Kaululä‘au’s signal fire burned atop 
Läna‘ihale to signify his victory over the 
ghosts that once inhabited Läna‘i, so too 

did the fire inside of Native Hawaiian playwright 
Keali‘iwahine Hokoana inspire her to share the story 
of this kolohe who came to rule Läna‘i and Maui.

The Legend of Kaululä‘au is part of the larg-
er story of ‘Ele‘io, the quick-footed messenger 
of West Maui ali‘i Käka‘alaneo. And, in follow-
ing the Hawaiian storytelling tradition, the story 
begins with those who came before our hero, 
Kaululä‘au. A detour from ‘Ele‘io’s usual ‘awa-
fetching route brought father Käka‘alaneo and 
mother Kelekeleiökaula together, sparing ‘Ele‘io’s 
life, and bringing Kaululä‘au into the world.

For Kaululä‘au’s many kolohe antics in his 
younger days, his father banished him to Läna‘i, 
which was at the time inhabited solely by ghosts. 
His trickster instincts that had led him into trouble 
on Maui served him well on Läna‘i, ensuring his 
survival and … well, you’ll have to go see the show 
for the rest.

“Kaululä‘au is a significant historical figure, but 
his story is also significant as he grows from a cocky 

youngster who thinks only of himself to a person 
who realizes his value as it relates to the Hawaiian 
people,” said playwright Hokoana, who brings her 
play to Honolulu for the first time after a year of 
performances on Maui. “It caused me to examine 
my own role as a Native Hawaiian and my purpose 
to the people.”

The Legend of Kaululä‘au defies standard Western 
categories of stage productions. Not quite play, not 
quite monologue, the show modernizes the tradi-
tional Hawaiian oral storytelling form with a single 
thespian as käkä‘ölelo (storyteller) and as all of the 
characters. Think of sitting at tütü käne’s feet to hear 
a story, but on stage.

Hokoana had already penned plays such as Koi, 
Like the Fish and Ai! You Stay Häpai! But with 
Kaululä‘au, she wrote the play to give the Hawaiian 
storytelling tradition a breath of new life.

“Even though space and time is irrelevant in 
native storytelling, the events must lead up to a final 
physical, emotional and spiritual confrontation,” 
Hokoana said. “I modernized the form to make it 
easier for the storyteller to remember the important 
parts of the show and the order of the events.”

The sole performer in the production is experienced 
Maui actor Moses Goods III. “Moses has a voice that 
lulls you into the story and makes feel like you’re his 
confidant,” Hokoana said. “He also has the acting skill 
to transform seamlessly into nine different characters. 
And as a Native Hawaiian, he also has taken on the 
kuleana of perpetuating native mo‘olelo.”

These first O‘ahu performances are fundraisers 
for the show to perform in Europe, including in 
August at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe in Scotland, 
the largest arts festival in the world. In the 2008 
Fringe, almost 250 venues played host to more than 

30,000 performances spanning music, 
comedy, theater and dance.

Performance dates on Maui are 
expected to be announced soon. 
If you are on O‘ahu, catch the 

tale of the trickster Kaululä‘au while 
you can. You’ll be in for a treat. 

‘Legend of 
Kaululä‘au’ to 
debut on O‘ahu

The Legend of Kaululä‘au
The Arts at Marks Garage
1159 Nu‘uanu Ave., Honolulu
7:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 
Feb. 20, 21 and 27, 28
4 p.m. Sundays, Feb. 22 and Mar. 1
Tickets at the Hawai‘i Theatre box office 
are $20 in advance, $15 students/
seniors, and $5 more at the door. 
528-0506 or hawaiitheatre.com
For more information, call the PA‘I 
Foundation at 808-375-0847

Keali‘i Reichel (left), 
Holunape and others will 
make musical magic to 
benefit learners of Hawai‘i’s 
first language, like these 
keiki from Pūnana Leo 
o Kawaiaha‘o. - Photos: 
Keali‘i Reichel, courtesy of 
Randy J. Braun, students by 
Blaine Fergerstrom 

Actor Moses Goods 
III plays Kaulul ā‘au, 
among others, 
in The Legend of 
Kaululā‘au. Photo: 
courtesy Keali‘iwahine 
Hokoana
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E KANIKAPILA KÄKOU  
HAWAIIAN MUSIC PROGRAM
Mondays, 6-9 p.m.

The sing-a-long and learn-as-you-go series continues 
with a featured master at the kanikapila helm every Monday 
night in the Island School Main Hall. Bring your favorite 
instrument – including your singing voice. Leaders for early 
March are as follows: Eric Lee, songwriter/composer for Nä 
Kama Trio on March 2; Darryl and Leilani Rivera Low, will 
share new compositions and some dancers from their hälau 
March 9. Free. 808-241-4946 or gardenislandarts.org.

NÄ MEA HAWAI‘I  
HULA KAHIKO
Sat., Feb. 7, 9:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

Enjoy the first traditional chant 
and hula performance of 2009 on 
the outdoor platform overlooking 
Kïlauea Crater. Hälau Ka Pä Hula 
Nä Wai Iwi Ola dances under the 
direction of kumu Keala Ching. 
Park entrance fee applies. 808-
967-8222 or volcanoartcenter.org.

GROW HAWAIIAN fESTIvAL
Sat., Feb. 28, 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m.

Get growin’ in pono style with help from 
experts in Hawaiian arts, biologists, conserva-
tionists and a host of other professionals who 
share a passion for the native and introduced 
plants of the Hawaiian Islands. Activities 
include cultural demonstrations, ask-the-expert 
booths, a lei contest, live entertainment and a 
chance to marvel at the setting: the Amy B.H. 
Greenwell Ethnobotanical Garden offers more 
than 200 species of flora and 5 acres of signifi-
cant archaeological sites, which comprise the 
Kona Field System. Located in Captain Cook, 
12 miles south of Kailua-Kona. Free. 808-323-
3318 or bishopmuseum.org.

PEPELUALI
CALENDAR

The Amy B.H. Greenwell Ethnobotanical 
Garden features a kuaiwi with plants, and 
a stone platform, shown at center, possibly 
a heiau ho‘oulu‘ai. - Photo: Garden photo 
collection, courtesy of Bishop Museum

Kauhane Morton helps 
students with a hands-on 

pohaku-shaping experi-
ence. - Photo: Margo 
Vitarelli, courtesy of 

Bishop Museum

KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS HO‘OLAULE‘A
Sat., Feb. 28, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.

The schools’ 79th annual fundraiser for curricu-
lum enrichment grants features an all-star lineup 
of mele-makers: Holunape, Ledward Ka‘apana, 
Del Beasley, Brother Noland and more. Student 
entertainment by KS Marching Band, Concert Glee, 
Children’s Choir, Hawaiian Ensemble and the Dance 
Company. Bring kälä to take advantage of bargains 
offered in the Country Store and a silent auction. 
Bring your appetite, too, to enjoy Neighbor Island 
goodies such as Kaua‘i külolo, Moloka‘i dried 
squid, Kona coffee and Hilo lava tubes. Kamehame-
ha Schools Kapälama Campus. Free. Free parking 
with shuttles from Kapälama Elementary, the KS 
terminal, Damien Memorial School and designated 
on-campus locations. 808-842-8659 or ksbe.edu.

WAIMEA TOWN CELEBRATION
Feb. 20-21, Fri. and Sat.,  

day and evening events

Celebrate Kaua‘i’s 
Waimea town and 
get to know a 
kanaka-style 
Westside 
Story. (This 
Waimea was 
the site of 
an ancient 
Kanaka Maoli 
settlement, a 
standoff between 
King Kaumuali‘i and 
Kamehameha I and the 
ever-fateful first Hawaiian landing of 
Capt. James Cook.) Enjoy two days 
of continuous island entertainment, 
homemade island grinds, canoe races, 
games and contests, served up by local 
volunteers and nonprofit organizations 
known for Westside hospitality. Free. 
808-337-1005 or wkbpa.org.

NA
-
 hANANA  • EVENTS

Waimea hula dancers 
put their best foot 
forward during an an-
nual town celebration. 
- Courtesy photo

Photo: Courtesy of 
Kamehameha Schools



Scholarships Available

Kamehameha Schools’ policy is to give preference to applicants of Hawaiian ancestry to the extent permitted by law.  
Applicants who wish to be considered under this policy must have their Hawaiian ancestry verified by KS’ Ho‘oulu 

Hawaiian Data Center. For information, call toll-free at 1-800-842-4682, press 9 and ext. 36228,  
or visit www.ksbe.edu/datacenter

Within the dozens 
of Hawaiian-
language news-

papers published during 
the 19th and early 20th 
centuries were often found 
engaging columns titled 
Kela Mea Keia Mea. These 
features carried small tidbits 
of news and interesting hap-
penings from places throughout the 
islands. With that same mana‘o, 
this modern-day column is pub-
lished with the idea of bringing to 
the readers brief bits of interest-
ing and sometimes lesser-known 
histories. These “news bites” have 
been collected during the course of 
research in newspaper, manuscript, 
correspondence and other archival 
collections around Hawai‘i. The 
sources are both Hawaiian language 
and English. It is hoped that, like 
its many predecessors, this column 
might inform, entertain and per-
haps even spark discussion. Me ka 
ha‘aha‘a no.
n Honolulu. January 6, 1862. 

Those of you who were lucky 
enough to receive and hold on to 
last Wednesday’s Nupepa Kuokoa 
have in your hands an incredible 
first. Thanks to the skill and intel-
ligence of the Känaka Maoli work-
ing at that paper, they were able to 
publish what is believed to be the 
first color picture in any newspa-
per, anywhere in the world! 
n Lähainä. June 16, 1862. 

Last week’s Kuokoa reminds us of 
the sacred past of one of our most 
important places that has recently 
fallen into disrepair. A mele pub-
lished therein entitled He Inoa no 
Manoano speaks of the beauty and 
power of the area around Lähainä 
and repeats the refrain “Hoi ka 
nani i Mokuula la.” (Return the glory 
to Moku‘ula). This former capital of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom is truly an 
important link to the knowledge of 
the past as it was a former residence 
of the great chief Pi‘ilani and a long 
line of His descendants including 
Mö‘ï Kauikeaouli. 

n Honolulu. feb. 4, 
1887. A recent correspon-
dence of Prof. Francis 
Wayland, Dean of Faculty 
at Yale Law School to 
Albert F. Judd, our Chief 
Justice of the Kingdom 
Supreme Court, disturbs us 
greatly. In it Dean Wayland 
comments on the recent 

Hawaiian Legislature’s appoint-
ments of judges and writes, “I 
had feared that natives would be 
put on the bench. I suppose even 
[Dickenson] is better than a native. 
Why don’t the white capitalists 
rise as one man and say this mon-
keying with the serious interests of 
the Kingdom must cease?”
n Honolulu. Jan. 5, 1889. The 

wonderful work of the Lili‘uokalani 
Educational Society in providing 
school tuition for young Hawaiian 
scholars whose families cannot 
afford such a fee, continues to 
show bountiful results. One prime 
example is the young Miss Louisa 
Ho‘opi‘i, for whom the society, 
headed by Her Royal Highness 
Princess Lili‘uokalani, has grant-
ed full tuition to the Kawaiaha‘o 
Seminary. 
n Honolulu. June 11, 1897. 

This past Monday, William White, 
former Hawaiian legislator and 
Hui Kalaiaina member, started up 
a new newspaper, Ka Ahailono o 
Hawaii. Mr. White has received 
the honor of Knight’s Order of 
Kaläkaua from the Queen for his 
part in helping draft Her proposed 
constitution and always seems to 
end up in the middle of much of 
our recent news. It should be very 
interesting to see what insight we 
gain from the birth of this new 
publication.

Ronald Williams Jr., a graduate of, 
and teacher at the Kamakaküokalani 
Center for Hawaiian Studies at 
UH Mänoa, is currently work-
ing on a Ph.D. in Pacific History 
at UH Mänoa. Contact him 
at ronaldwi@hawaii.edu. 

By 
Ronald 

Williams Jr.

Ke  AU  I  hAlA  • fROM THE  ARCH I V ES
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By Alika Poe Silva

Aloha nö, ‘ohana, remem-
ber when our küpuna 
visualized practice and 

taught us that the natural resources 
system and earth is based on shar-
ing and true love and care! And 
it is symbolized in the form of a 
Ka‘änani‘au (land use code and 
marker). Also, the value of sharing 
was signified by 360 Ka‘änani‘au 
surrounding the piko of O‘ahu, 
(Kükaniloko). Championed by the 
Kaua‘i, O‘ahu, Moloka‘i, Maui 
and Hawai‘i Island people.

First, ‘ohana is this U.S. pilikia, 
those in the occupying state try-
ing to grab Hawaiian Kingdom 
land. And, their claim is that they 

have clear and absolute title to 
our royal lands or, as they call it, 
ceded lands. And, they want the 
U.S. Supreme Court to validate this 
claim so that they can dispose of 
these lands to save their terminally 
ill monetary system. They believe 
they can take other people’s and 
nation’s property and resources, 
but they condemn others when they 
do the same. What a double stan-
dard; what egregious hypocrisy!

These violators have concocted 
the same traditional masquerade 
of asserting no illegal occupation, 
no cultural genocide, and yet they 
want political amnesty for all their 
actions! The basis for the Apology 
Resolution (AR) was historical 
recognition that acknowledged the 

U.S. involvement in the overthrow 
of our sovereign nation and the 
subsequent illegal occupation of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom. They now 
claim the AR clouds their state’s 
rights to sell or transfer these so-
called ceded lands. And by doing 
so, Lingle’s current assertion has 
no justifications in international 
law – no moral, rational or histori-
cal basis. Only by ignoring the his-
tory of our treaties and the illegal 
military occupation can the U.S. 
assert its prejudicial conspiracy 
and egregious claims. (Lingle is 
merely a pawn of a monetary sys-
tem that exploits natural resourc-
es and human rights of smaller 
nations.)

In 1898 the Newlands Resolution 
was “concocted to obviate any 
need to ratify a treaty” (Judge 
Heen, Trustee of OHA). ‘Ohana, 
if the United States of America is 
bound to its constitution, freedom 
and International Law, the lands 
of the Hawaiian Kingdom could 
only be annexed by mutual trea-
ties. Otherwise, it’s an act of war 
and a violation of our treaties 
recognizing the sovereignty of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom and guaran-
teeing that sovereignty’s protec-
tion under International Law. The 
Akaka Bill will not resolve the 
hypocrisy and irony of ignoring 
history.

Ka‘änani‘au is a natural 
resources system that can both 
honor individual labor and share 
resources within the family, clan 
or community. These individual 
and community property rights 
are protected under Article 56 and 
others of The Hague Convention 
(hawaiiankingdom.org). What is 
important about these ‘ohana and 
community property rights is that 
they include various uses of and 
access to our natural resources. 
The vital Ka‘änani‘au property 
right was that of the ‘ohana iwi 
(burial rights). The philosophi-
cal basis under which this system 
evolved and by which it was main-
tained was Kanenuiakea. This was 
the religion of the kupuka‘aina, 
the original people of Wai‘anae 
and Ka‘änani‘au and Wahipana 
practitioners.

Note: the one undisputed prop-
erty right that survived from the 
Ka‘änani‘au property rights sys-

tem was ‘ohana iwi burial rights. 
“The rule of kings and chiefs and 
their land agents might change, 
but the burial rights of families 
survived on their lands.” [Ruling 
Chiefs of Hawai‘i, p. 376.] ‘Ohana 
‘Onipa‘a, Aloha ‘äina and come 
together now to protect this right!

Ahupua‘a was a tribute system 
designed to heighten the power of 
chiefs and kings. It shifted prop-
erty rights, both individual and 
collective, to the Ali‘i, Kings and 
chiefs – eventually to monarchs 
– and finally to the Constitutional 
Hawaiian Kingdom. Note: the one 
undisputed property right that sur-
vived from the Ka‘änani‘au natural 
resources property rights system 
was ‘ohana iwi burial rights.

The American System is a mon-
etary system that has evolved in 
all its complexity of a monetary 
economic instrument and prop-
erty laws. History has judged these 
monetary systems of scarcity as 
short life spans of destruction and 
abuse!

Note: Most important, the one 
undisputed property right that sur-
vived from the Ka‘änani‘au prop-
erty rights system was ‘ohana iwi 
burial rights! This right was never 
abrogated under the American 
system. This is an undisputed 
right, ‘ohana. We should go to 
International Court to keep it!

U.S. Prolonged Military 
Occupation of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom State by force since 
1893. American politicians and 

courts have egregiously claimed 
legal superiority over Hawaiian 
Sovereignty. Oppressive cultures 
(by illegal military occupation, 
monetary systems and those who 
are exploiters of it) “always” 
spread the myth that they have 
superiority and control over those 
they hold in bondage and tyranny. 
The human race and relationships 
of nations have suffered for gen-
erations, and when American lead-
ers use concoctions designed to 
cover up treaties, discrimination 
and international law violations, it 
results further in cultural genocide, 
a war crime against humanity.

Remember ‘ohana, always keep 
your spirit of Aloha, and that our 
Ka‘änani‘au property rights pre-
ceded the notion of the ruler hold-
ing the property for the communi-
ty in the concept of Ahupua‘a. And 
the important thing to remember is 
that the older Ka‘änani‘au proper-
ty rights system was protected by 
King Kamehameha and his young-
er brother, Keali‘imaikai‘i, in 
Wai‘anae after the failed invasion 
of Kaua‘i and never compromised 
or abrogated by the Constitution of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom or by any 
act of the U.S. ‘Onipa‘a ‘ohana, 
I‘o lako, come together and kökua, 
protect this right in International 
Court – for our keiki and those yet 
to come!

Alika Poe Silva is Kahu 
Kuläiwi, Koa Mana, Kupuka‘aina 
o Wai‘anae Wahi Pana, 
O‘ahu, Hawaiian National. 

Tyranny and iwi exposed
Ka‘änani‘au Land Code still protects 
our iwi and is a natural resources 
system that is endangered by the U.S. 
illegal occupation and exploiters of it

K ŪK ĀK ŪK Ā  • COMMuN I T Y  fORuM

The coat of arms of the King of Hawai‘i hangs on the gates of ‘Iolani Palace. - Photo: Blaine 
Fergerstrom

‘ A H A  P Ü N A N A  L E O

E  O L A  K A  ‘ Ö L E L O  H A W A I ‘ I

Application deadline is March 1st

For more information call 
1-877-E-Ola-Mau (1-877-365-2628) 

toll free or apply online at:

www.ahapunanaleo.org

ÿAha Pünana Leo announces statewide open 
enrollment for preschool Fall 2009 at 11 sites on

Hawaiÿi, Maui, Molokaÿi, Oÿahu, and Kauaÿi

“Having a child in the Hawaiian 
immersion program is a lifetime

commitment–and worth every moment!”
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OHA reserves the right to edit all letters for length, defamatory and libelous material, and other objectionable content, and reserves the right not to print any submission. All letters must be typed, signed and not exceed 200 words. Letters cannot 
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Ceded lands belong  
to Hawaiians

These are times that try men’s 
… pocketbooks. For Hawaiians, 
these are times that stretch their 
souls to the utmost limits.

With the Lingle administra-
tion’s drive for absolute rule, the 
State of Hawai‘i intends to subvert 
its way into total possession of 
the crown and government lands 
of the Hawaiian Kingdom, which 
rightfully belong to Hawaiians, 
legally and morally.

State of Hawai‘i vs. Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs now before the 
U.S. Supreme Court may backfire 
on the state.

Leon Siu’s The Hawai‘i Factor: 
A U.S. Dilemma posted as a link 
on hawaiiankingdom.info Dec. 
16, 2008, highlights this emerging 
confrontation. “Recent develop-
ments indicate a rapidly approach-
ing day of reckoning for the long-
standing offense of the illegal 
occupation of Hawai‘i by the 
United States. The consequences 
will not only affect the U.S. and 
Hawai‘i, but will have signifi-
cant international impact as well.” 
According to Siu, Barack Obama 
will be implicated in the mix.

Dr. David Keanu Sai’s article 
in the Journal of Law and Social 
Challenges (Fall 2008) and his 
dissertation flesh out point for 
point Hawaiian Kingdom political 
status contrasted with indigenous 
status, the relationship of Hawai‘i 
to the U.S. as two international 
units, and Hawai‘i’s transition 
from occupied to restored state.

These two authors supply the 
sharper image needed to make 
valid distinctions.

Keahi Felix
Kea‘au, Hawai‘i

Lingle, withdraw  
ceded lands case

Many people all over the world 
disagree strongly with what you are 
doing regarding the ceded lands. 
The ceded lands case should be 
withdrawn, you are creating a mess 
for the Hawaiian people, who have 
been suffering for so long under 
bad policies, and now your case 
continues the assault even further. 

This issue is not limited to your 
“state.” Many people from all over 
the world outside Hawai‘i, includ-
ing myself, are very interested to 
see what you are doing in terms of 
the ceded lands, and so far what 
you are doing is clearly wrong all 
the way around. I hope and pray 
that you will realize the mess you 
are making for Hawaiian people 
and withdraw the ceded lands case 
in the U.S. Supreme Court. 

One rarely sees the colonizer 
doing the right thing for the colo-
nized in today’s modern world, 
but why would you want to be yet 
another “colonizer” making bad 
decisions that will continue the bad 
legacy of relations with Hawaiian 
people? Please do the right thing in 
this new year of 2009. 

Glen Venezio
San Juan, Puerto Rico

Lingle betrays 
Hawaiians

Our governor is blinded by ambi-
tion! Just before this last election 
she made three trips to the main-
land to campaign for McCain-Palin. 
After the election she flew off to 
Bali for 10 days, but she couldn’t 
bother to fly to meet with our own 
“local-boy” and then President-elect 
Barack Obama and other gover-
nors to voice needs and concerns 
of their constituents at this time of 

America’s deep economic crisis.
While Lingle went campaigning 

for McCain-Palin, Laura Thielen, 
(her DLNR chief) threatened to 
evict Hawaiian families living in 
Kahana Valley for generations, 
forcing them into the ranks of the 
homeless. Thielen insisted on evic-
tion even after Sens. Clayton Hee, 
Colleen Hanabusa and Russell 
Kokubun stated that changes could 
be made in the next legislative ses-
sion that would allow these Kahana 
families to remain in their homes. 
Thielen finally agreed. The Lingle 
administration’s callous treatment 
of these Kahana families is related 
to the sale of our Hawaiian ceded 
lands court case now before the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Remember, 
Lingle is appealing last January’s 
unanimous state Supreme Court rul-
ing that ceded lands could not be 
sold or transferred until Hawaiian 
claims were settled for the theft of 
our Hawaiian Nation. 

Lingle now states that though 
we Native Hawaiians have strong 
moral claims to our Hawaiian ceded 
lands, we don’t have a legal right to 
these lands.

Perhaps the governor can under-
stand that what Israel is to the Jews, 
Hawai‘i is to the Hawaiians! Shame 
on Gov. Lingle. In past years she 
has pretended to support Hawaiians! 
I remember she and Duke Aiona 
marching in red T-shirts with thou-
sands of us a few years back through 
the streets of Honolulu.

How many of us Native 
Hawaiians were fooled into sup-
porting her these past two elec-
tions, and what does our Native 
Hawaiian Lt. Gov. Aiona think 
about this nefarious plot? Ua mau 
ke ea o ka ‘äina i ka pono.

Moanike‘ala Akaka
Hilo

OHA Trustee 1984-1996

OHA should intervene  
in education

Trustee Akana is right OHA 
should be more involved. (January 
KWO). Start with improv-
ing education in public schools 
on Nänäkuli’s Hawaiian Home 
Lands. More than 40 percent of 
our kids are failing to complete 
high school. A major reason is 
the high teacher turnover (reason: 
advantaged area schools use ours 
to fill their vacancies). Principals 
now go to the mainland to recruit 
inexperienced teachers (who prac-
tice on our kids, gain experience 
and leave when tenured).

OHA needs to end it. Get solu-
tions, e.g., schools in advantaged 
areas need to qualify a probation-
ary teacher before opening up the 
position to a tenured one, or offer 
an incentive to a tenured teacher 
to trade places with a beginner for 
a couple of years, or upgrade and 
equip our schools to standards 
in advantaged schools. Get the 
state Department of Education to 
provide parents with a list of kin-
dergarten readiness skills, of skills 
needed to succeed in learning 

in first, second, third and fourth 
grades.

Nänäkuli’s charter school, 
whose teachers have master 
degrees, and brightest students, 
robs our needy kids of qualified 
teachers, and positive peer exam-
ples.

But then this is work, giving 
away money is easier.

Bill Punini Prescott
Nānākuli, O‘ahu

Your Thoughts…
Send them to Ka Wai Ola. 
All letters must be typed, signed and not exceed 200 words. Letters 
cannot be published unless they are signed and include a telephone 
contact for verification. OHA reserves the right to edit all letters for 
length, defamatory and libelous material, and other objectionable 
content, and reserves the right not to print any submission.

Send letters to:
Ka Wai Ola 
711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Ste. 500 
Honolulu, HI 96813
email: kwo@oha.org

e Kala Mai
In the January issue, the 

photo caption for an article 
on a film project for incarcer-
ated youths should have said 
their faces were blurred to 
protect their identities.

Also in January, news brief 
on a homesteader savings 
program through Hawai‘i 
First Federal Credit Union 
should have explicitly stated 
that the program is for resi-
dents of Hawai‘i Island only.

KWO regrets the errors.
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Häna dialysis
Residents of Häna are hailing 

a decision by the Board of Land 
and Natural Resources (BLNR) 
that brings their remote East 
Maui community one step closer 
to establishing a unique commu-
nal dialysis home. (See related 
cover story in the December Ka 
Wai Ola.) The board has unani-
mously agreed to redesignate a 
state-owned cottage in Häna to 
become the site where residents 
can receive treatment from home-
dialysis units with help from 
trained healthcare providers. The 
arrangement solves a dilemma that 
has long troubled Häna dialysis 
patients and their ‘ohana. 

Many Häna homes offer nei-
ther the privacy nor infrastruc-
ture suited to home-dialysis units, 
prompting dialysis patients to 
make a grueling six-hour round 
trip to Wailuku to receive the 
life-sustaining treatment. A com-
munal dialysis home creates an 
environment that accommodates 
personal privacy, ‘ohana comfort 
and medical expertise. The state-
owned cottage, selected as ideal 
by Hui Laulima O Hana – the 
community’s dialysis patient sup-
port group, had been limited to use 
as a doctor’s residence under an 
82-year-old state executive order, 
necessitating the redesignation 
action by the BLNR. 

There is still a need for plumb-
ing and electrical improvements 
to be made to the cottage, but hui 
members, who also received from 
the BLNR a cottage lease for 20 
years for an annual $1 fee, said 
the building renovation is moving 
ahead as planned with the help 
of county and privately donated 
funds. They expect the new home 
could open in early spring. 

Glick Sierra Club Chair
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 

Economic Development Hale 
Director Mark Glick has been 
elected chairman of the Executive 
Committee of the Sierra Club 
Hawai‘i Chapter.

The Executive Committee is the 
chapter’s statewide board of direc-
tors, and each voting Executive 
Committee member is elected to 

two-year terms by the statewide 
membership of the Sierra Club. 

“I plan on working with the rest 
of the Executive Committee to con-
tinue our focus on issues such as 
doing our part in Hawai‘i to reduce 
greenhouse gases, advocating for 
policies to move Hawai‘i quick-
er and more completely towards 
energy efficiency and clean energy 
sources, and protecting land use 
and environmental and cultural 
review laws,” Glick said.

Glick said under new state 
Director Robert Harris, the Sierra 
Club also intends to balance its 
historical and successful role at the 
Legislature with a greater focus 
on building membership and com-
munity service via its service trips 
and hikes, something that many 
people have long associated with 
the Sierra Club.

“For this legislative session, I 
think we’ll work harder to build 
a broader coalition base to sup-
port structural changes at the 
Public Utilities Commission and 
among the utilities to introduce 
more renewable energy and other 
clean forms of energy to replace 
imported oil,” he said.

Waimea Valley reopens
Waimea Valley reopened Jan. 19 

with a slew of activities for the pub-
lic, including learning the history and 
stories of Waimea through küpuna, 
the Magnificent ‘Alae ‘Ula Walk, The 
Native Plant Walk, The Mo‘olelo o 
Waimea – History of Waimea Walk, 
and Hawaiian games.

The valley on O‘ahu’s North 
Shore temporarily closed after a 

Nov. 21 rock fall blocked the main 
entry road. A smaller rock fall 
occurred Dec. 14 along a service 
road. Several companies provided 
expertise with slope stabilization, 
remediation and clearing and 
removing debris.

“We are extremely fortunate to 
not only have a dedicated and very 
committed employee ‘ohana help us 
in the cleanup inside the valley, but 
we are also very appreciative of the 
care and dedication that our consul-
tants – Earth Tech AECOM, Janod 
Inc. and PCSI – took in successfully 
completing their work,” said Gail 
Chew, interim executive director.

In addition to the Nov. 21 rock-
slide, the valley endured heavy 
rains and flooding, leaving a large 
amount of debris within the nurs-
ery and in the areas of the water-
fall and walkways.

KS trustee search
 Kamehameha Schools is search-

ing for a trustee to replace 
Trustee Robert Kihune, 
whose term will end in 
June. 

“The ideal can-
didate must pos-
sess a reputation of 
integrity and good 
character, a con-
sistent and active 
leadership role in the 
community with specific 
emphasis on issues impact-
ing the well-being of the people 
of Hawai‘i and a willingness and 
sincerity to uphold the purposes 
of Kamehameha Schools. Respect 
for and from the community as 

well as outstanding personal 
traits, including Hawaiian values, 
are desired, such as: pono (to be 
moral and proper), ‘imi ‘ike (to 
seek knowledge), laulima (to work 
cooperatively), lokomaika‘i (to 
share), na‘au pono (to possess a 
deep sense of justice), malama (to 
care for each other) and ha‘aha‘a 
(to be humble),” according to a 
news release.

Candidates should also have a 
formal education and demonstrated 
expertise in business administration, 
finance and investment, strategic 
planning and policy setting. The 
ability to fulfill the responsibilities 
of a fiduciary trust is a must.

The seven members of the 
all-volunteer Trustee Screening 
Committee are: Robert A. Alm, 
Wendy B. Crabb, George “Keoki” 
Freeland, Francis A. Keala, Cheryl 
L. Ka‘uhane Lupenui, Benjamin 
M. Matsubara and Michael 
E. Rawlins. The com-
mittee will submit three 
names for consideration 
by the Probate Court, 
which will select the new 
trustee to serve a five-year 
term. The Probate Court may con-
sider the trustee for reappointment 
to another five-year term.

Qualified candidates should sub-
mit a resume, cover letter and a state-
ment on their view of the role of a 
trustee; their vision, goals and objec-
tives for the trust estate; and what 
they would do to attain those goals. 
Nominations should be submitted to 
Trustee Screening Committee, c/o 
Inkinen & Associates, 1003 Bishop 
St., Suite 477, Honolulu, HI 96813. 
Applications may also be faxed to 

808-521-2380 or emailed to 
jobs@inkinen.com. The 

deadline is March 15.
K a m e h a m e h a 

Schools is a private, 
educational, chari-
table trust founded 
and endowed by 
benefactor Princess 

Bernice Pauahi 
Bishop. The statewide 

educational system 
enrolls more than 6,700 stu-

dents of Hawaiian ancestry at K-12 
campuses on O‘ahu, Maui and 
Hawai‘i and at 31 preschool sites 
statewide. Thousands of additional 
Hawaiian learners are also being 

served through a range of other 
Kamehameha Schools outreach 
programs, community collabora-
tions and financial aid opportuni-
ties in Hawai‘i and across the 
continental United States.

For information, visit inkinen.
com and click on Job Listing.

Law, politics symposium
The Hawaiian Society of 

Law and Politics (HSLP) will 
be sponsoring its third biennial 
symposium: Ka Nalu: Towards a 
Hawaiian National Consciousness, 
on Saturday, Feb. 28, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. at the Hawai‘i Imin 
International Conference Center, 

1777 East-West Road, 
on the University 
of Hawai‘i Mänoa 

campus.

T h e 
s y m p o -

sium will 
feature the scholarship of 

three former HSLP members who 
have since graduated with their 
doctorates: Dr. Kamana Beamer 
(Geography), Dr. Sydney Iaukea 
(Political Science) and Dr. Keanu 
Sai (Political Science). Each 
will give a presentation of their 
research, followed by a question 
and answer period. 

The afternoon will feature a panel 
discussion on curriculum develop-
ment, the publishing of HSLP’s 
journal (Volume 2) by Kamehameha 
Publishing, and other significant 
developments in academia and the 
community surrounding research 
and publications focused on the 
implications, both legal and other, 
of Hawai‘i‘s recognition as an inde-
pendent state in 1843. 

The event is funded in part by 
the Student Activity and Program 
Fee Board.

HSLP has been a registered 
independent organization under 
Co-curricular Activities, Programs, 
and Services at UH Mänoa since 
Oct. 30, 2003. The term Hawaiian 
is used in its national and geo-
graphical context and not in an 
ethnocentric sense. For informa-
tion, www2.hawaii.edu/~hslp/. 

OHA Economic Development Hale Director Mark Glick, center, has been elected chairman of the Sierra Club Hawai‘i 
Chapter’s executive committee, which is the chapter’s statewide board of directors. In January, he and other 
members of the Sierra Club were hosted by Acting Park Superintendent Ron Nagata, on right, for a service project 
to remove invasive species in the southwestern portion of Haleakalā crater, targeting the Heterotheca grandiflora 
(the California telegraph plant) and Plantago lanceolata (narrow leaf plantain). Cold daytime temperatures neces-
sitated hats and jackets, but it was nothing to compared to the below-freezing temperatures at night. - Photo: 
Courtesy of Mark Glick
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Aloha nui e nä ‘öiwi ‘ölino mai 
Hawai‘i a Ni‘ihau a puni ke ao 
mälamalama. Hau‘oli makahi-

ki hou käkou. Beginning Jan. 21, 2009, 
opening day, the state Legislature takes 
center stage on South Beretania Street. 
Legislation to resolve back payments of 
Public Land Trust “revenue” due OHA 
since 1978 has been submitted. The 
Hawai‘i State Supreme Court holds 
that the Legislature has the constitu-
tional obligation to fairly set amount of 
past due “disputed” revenues.

In 1993, the Waihe‘e administration 
and OHA completed a three-year nego-
tiation regarding income and proceeds 
to be paid OHA from the Public Land 
Trust to fulfill obligations under the 
Constitution of the State of Hawai‘i. 
The “undisputed” sum due OHA was 
calculated from 1978, the year OHA 
was established; the state Legislature 
enacted law to provide for that pay-
ment.  

Unfortunately, during those nego-
tiations between OHA and the Waihe‘e 
administration a handful of issues 
related to the income and proceeds 
remained “disputed”; consequently, the 
parties agreed to call them unresolved 
issues that would be left for resolution 
at later time. Thus, the partial settle-
ment payment on the agreed “undis-
puted” revenue was paid to OHA in 
1993. Trustees established the OHA 
investment portfolio. And the “disput-
ed” revenue issues were left unresolved 
for a future time. 

A decade-and-a-half later these “dis-
puted” revenues have not been paid 
and remain unresolved and the State of 
Hawai‘i (Legislature) remains neglect-
ful of its constitutional obligation. It 
is these “disputed” issues on revenues 
that OHA Trustees are working to 
resolve. A resolution of “disputed” rev-
enue claims from the Public Land Trust 
between OHA and the Lingle admin-
istration was achieved in 2007 after 
nearly four years of negotiation. The 
proposal was submitted to the 2008 

Legislature for legislative action. In the 
end, the bill failed in the state Senate. 

Before sine die 2008, the Legislature 
enacted language urging that in the 
intervening months work continue to 
resolve the “dispute concerning the 
amount and proceeds from the pro 
rata share portion of the public trust 
that the office should have received 
from November 7, 1978 to June 30, 
2008, pursuant to Article XII, sections 
4 and 6, of the state constitution.” And 
that, implementing legislation for the 
2009 Legislature be submitted to the 
president of the Senate and the speak-
er of the House of Representatives 
before their bill introduction deadline. 
The 2009 bill has been submitted to 
the Senate President and the House 
Speaker.

The 2009 bill is based on nego-
tiations combined with extensive ben-
eficiary and legislative feedback from 
2008. OHA held more than 45 state-
wide community meetings and spent 
the last seven months addressing com-
ments received from the meetings.  

This 2009 bill will resolve past due 
“disputed” revenue claims between 
Nov. 7, 1978, and July 1, 2008, for the 
value of $200 million, which OHA will 
acquire in two phases. Cognizant of 
the strapped conditions of the present 
economy, OHA will accept payment in 
the form of land.

Enactment by the 2009 Legislature 
will provide that OHA receive prop-
erty valued at nearly $127.2 million in 
2009, and in 2010 OHA receive yet-
to-be determined land valued at $72.8 
million to complete the balance of the 
$200 million. OHA’s annual payment 
of $15.1 million from the income and 
proceeds of the Public Land Trust 
(Act 178 of 2006) continues without 
restraint.

2009 parcels to be conveyed include: 
Kaka‘ako Makai parcels, Honolulu, 
along with the Country Club Condo, 
Reed’s Bay Resort, Uncle Billy’s Hilo 
Bay, and Hilo Hawaiian hotels and the 
Naniloa Hotel and Golf Course in Hilo. 
These are parcels previously identified 
for 2008.  

“Disputed” past due revenue 
payment is the target of this 2009 
bill. It’s time to enact this over-
due legislation. It merits the com-
munity’s vigorous support. 2/48 

2009: Legislative will to 
close the 30-year chapter?
Haunani Apoliona, MSW 
Chairperson, Trustee, At-large

Robert K. Lindsey, Jr.
Trustee, Hawai‘i

We continue our series on Advocacy for Native 
Hawaiian Health. In January, Michelle Tueber, 
Executive Director for Hui Mälama O Nä ‘Öiwi, 
did an overview of the Native Hawaiian Health 
System for Hawai‘i Island. In this issue, Kim 
Birnie, Public Information Officer for Papa Ola 
Lökahi (POL), and others do an overview of POL.

Papa Ola Lökahi was created in 1988 to 
help improve health and well-being of Native 
Hawaiians. The comprehensive 1985 E Ola Mau 
report first described the status of Hawaiians, 
including health, which provided Congress 
the foundation to pass the Native Hawaiian 
Health Care Act in 1988, reauthorized as the 
Native Hawaiian Health Care Improvement Act 
(NHHCIA) in 1992. This legislation identifies 
three programs that address Native Hawaiian 
Health: Papa Ola Lökahi, the Native Hawaiian 
Health Care Systems (NHHCS) and the 
Native Hawaiian Health Scholarship Program 
(NHHSP).  

Papa Ola Lökahi (POL) serves the needs of the 
NHHCSs to better provide direct services to their 
communities. We do this in areas of workforce 
development, research and training, data col-
lection and information dissemination, planning 
and resource development, traditional healing, 
health promotion, advocacy, technical assistance. 
Other POL projects serve the health care needs 
of Hawaiians throughout the continental U.S., as 
well as Native American, American Indian and 
Alaska Native and Native Pacific Islander popu-
lations in Hawai‘i and the Western Pacific.

POL currently administers ‘Imi Hale – Native 
Hawaiian Cancer Network and the Pacific 
Diabetes Education Program, research, educa-
tion and capacity-building efforts addressing 
two chronic diseases deadly to Känaka Maoli. 
Clay Park has joined POL to institute the Native 
Hawaiian Veterans Project, an education pro-
gram for our warriors and their service providers. 
Maile Tauali‘i has returned home to enhance our 
Health Data Institute with the establishment of 
the Native Hawaiian Epidemiology Center.

The Native Hawaiian Health Care Systems 
comprise five community-based organizations 
that serve the community-defined health care 
needs on seven islands. Most offer health educa-
tion and prevention programs, outreach and case 
management, and primary and mental health 

care. To access health care services for you or 
your ‘ohana, call:

• Ho‘ola Lähui Hawai‘i (Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau) 
– 808-240-0100

• Ke Ola Mamo (O‘ahu) – 848-8000
• Nä Pu‘uwai Inc. (Moloka‘i and Läna‘i) – 

808-560-3653
• Hui No Ke Ola Pono (Maui) – 808-244-4647
• Hui Mälama Ola Nä ‘Öiwi (Hawai‘i) – 808-

969-9220

The Native Hawaiian Health Scholarship 
Program (NHHSP) supports the education and 
training of students in several primary and men-
tal health professions who then serve in medi-
cally underserved, rural communities in Hawai‘i. 
With an emphasis on service, the goal is to build 
a workforce that will make seeking health care 
services by Native Hawaiians both accessible 
and acceptable. To date, the NHHSP has funded 
186 scholars in 26 disciplines. More information 
on this program, and how to apply by April 19, 
2009, can be found at nhhsp.org.

The NHHCIA also establishes the unique 
relationship the Office of Hawaiian Affairs has 
with Papa Ola Lökahi as a member of the board 
of directors, thus reinforcing the importance of 
health. OHA has met this charge in advisory and 
advocacy capacities, and by funding activities 
through Papa Ola Lökahi or directly with the 
NHHCSs. Some of these include:

• Facilitating kupuna councils of healers to 
organize and meet periodically.

• Building the capacity of each NHHCS to bet-
ter serve the health needs of its community.

• Promoting messages of healthy living, avail-
able services and programs on its radio and com-
munity television shows.

• Increasing health education and screenings 
at community health fairs, cultural events and 
Hawaiian gatherings throughout the Islands.

• Developing curricula and programs to inter-
est students in health care professions.

• Planning for long-term care services for küpuna.

And the Hawaiian community offers many 
resources that further the voyage toward health and 
wellness. Among POL’s many partners are ‘Ahahui 
o nä Kauka, Hawaiian Civic Clubs, Queen’s 
Medical Center, community health centers, Alu 
Like, churches, voluntary health organizations, 
medical school, state health department, all of 
whom actively seek to improve our health status.

Mahalo to Trustee Lindsey for championing 
our wellness and all the OHA trustees who con-
tinue to support Native Hawaiian health initia-
tives. Another child of Hawai‘i Island, Palikapu 
Dedman, once exclaimed, “Every leader in the 
Hawaiian movement should be concerned with 
our health. No leader wants to lead a nation of 
sick känaka!”

To contact Papa Ola Lökahi, call 597-6550 
or visit papaolalokahi.org. E ola mau! 

Papa Ola Lökahi
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Aloha nö,
As we enter into the sec-

ond month of the year, we can 
already look back at the inauguration 
of a new president, the opening of our 
Legislature, the filing of briefs in the U.S. 
Supreme Court in the OHA ceded lands 
case, the Superferry EIS, the Beacon Hill 
anti-Akaka report from Grassroots, the 
ceded lands protest and much more. OHA 
has met with legislators, congressionals, 
Hawaiian leaders and more in preparation 
for a variety of issues that we will be fac-
ing in February and thereafter.

The Akaka Bill is foremost amongst 
OHA’s efforts to preserve our people and 
culture. In Washington, D.C., we have 
a solid core of Hawai‘i elected officials 
to represent us and we appreciate all 
of them. Here in Hawai‘i, we have a 
Legislature sympathetic to our federal 
recognition cause and an administration 
likewise. The stars are aligned and but 
for misleading and grossly inaccurate 
reporting by ultraconservative groups 
and the constant opposition from pro-
independence groups, the bill is poised 
for passage in the U.S. Congress. Passage 
is absolutely necessary for Hawaiians to 
prevail in court. Period. Without Akaka, 
say aloha to Hawai‘i, and welcome 
California West. 

The ceded lands case will be heard 
in the U.S. Supreme Court on Feb. 25. 
OHA has retained first-rate law firms to 
represent our interests, and though the 
odds may be against us, we are confident 
that the best arguments available under 
the law will be presented on our behalf. 
Loss in the courts could result in anything 
from loss of our identity as Hawaiians to 
a referral back to the Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court for further action. This wide range 

of possibilities is troubling for Hawaiians 
and places us in significant jeopardy of 
losing any further governmental funding 
for anything Hawaiian. Thus the impor-
tance of the Akaka Bill, which could 
provide a buffer for Hawaiians from such 
an adverse Supreme Court ruling.

At home here we face another chal-
lenge in getting the state to pay OHA 
for 30 years of unpaid debt. OHA after 
working with the state administration for 
four years and going through mediation, 
presented a plan to the Legislature last 
year that would have settled this debt for 
$200 million. At 5 percent interest we 
would be the equivalent of $210 million 
dollars richer today if the bill had passed. 
It failed because a handful of Hawaiians 
were able to convince a handful of sena-
tors to kill the bill. Their objections got 
more results than the 50 or so hearings 
compelled by these senators and paid for 
by OHA, which the senators completely 
ignored. So we face the same challenges 
this year with less money in our coffers, 
questionable administration support and 
a bad economy. What should have been 
received last year for all Hawaiians is left 
to OHA this year to try for again. No mat-
ter, we will hopefully succeed this year 
but without the premiere 100-acre indus-
trial parcel in Kalaeloa. This was with-
drawn from consideration by the state this 
year for development by the Department 
of Land and Natural Resources as a first-
class industrial site. 

So expect to see us again seeking to 
inform you of the ceded lands bill and 
asking your support in the Legislature 
to avoid another loss to Hawaiians of 
millions of dollars. Expect a rigorous 
argument against the state at the U.S. 
Supreme Court from OHA. Expect a 
continued determined effort to pass the 
Akaka Bill. Expect OHA to uphold 
the trust when the Legislature seeks to 
reduce substantially our means to assist 
you. In all of the above we appreci-
ate your kökua especially in contacting 
your elected representatives. Mahalo. 

Boyd P. Mossman 
Trustee, Maui

Rising up meet  
the challenge

I am honored to have been reappointed 
as Chairperson of OHA’s Committee on 
Beneficiary Advocacy and Empowerment 

(BAE), which considers policies and issues 
related to OHA’s beneficiary programs and 
Native Hawaiian advancement. Our theme 
is that we Püpükahi I Holomua – Unite and 
Move Forward – in the New Year.

The 25th Legislature opened on Wed- 
nesday, Jan. 21, 2009. This year the House 
of Representatives has reorganized itself 
to create a Hawaiian Affairs Committee 
with Rep. Mele Carroll as its Chair. On the 
Senate side, the Water, Land, Agriculture 
and Hawaiian Affairs Committee will pre-
side in a parallel manner. Both committees 
will be instrumental toward the passage of 
legislation for Executive Branch consider-
ation and will have to make tough choices 
when prioritizing and balancing the needs 
of OHA’s beneficiaries.

OHA will be introducing a legislative 
package, which we believe shares the pulse 
of the people whom we serve. In the area of 
preservation, we seek to amend laws to better 
preserve Hawaiian architecture and protect 
historic properties, artifacts and burial sites. 
We propose measures that would involve our 
communities in protecting sacred sites in our 
state parks and that would protect our rights 
to fish. We also seek to advance committees 
or commissions to protect and sustain our 
taro, Mäkua Valley and our ‘aha moku.

In education, we seek to amend laws 
to allow charter schools to relocate into 
Department of Education facilities that are 
subject to closure, and we will continue to 
strongly support tuition waivers for Hawaiian 
students at the University of Hawai‘i.

We also hope to confront conditions that 
disproportionately stigmatize us. Hawaiians 
are not homeless, but some just happen to 
be houseless. We will advocate for measures 

that seek resources enabling every Hawaiian 
to have a place on our Islands to call home. 
And I don’t mean prisons! Indeed, the dis-
parate treatment of Hawaiians in Hawai‘i’s 
criminal justice system has gone on far too 
long. We will support a measure to study 
this disparity in-depth. 

Our other proposed measures deserving 
note will be a bill that establishes the right of 
publicity as a property right (a matter of con-
cern to Hawaiian performers and others who 
wish to protect their name, voice, signature, 
photograph or likeness from exploitation) and 
a bill supporting local customs of caring for 
children outside the original family home.

To help establish the financial foundation 
for our operations, advocacy and programs, 
we will submit our biennium budget bill for 
fiscal years 2009-10 and 2010-11, which 
will include provisos that fund specific pro-
grams that advance the conditions of Native 
Hawaiians. OHA will also seek to clarify 
and strengthen its statutory bond authority 
so that we can build for the future. 

Last but not least, we will advocate 
for two very important bills that we have 
drafted relating to the Public Land Trust. 
One bill would establish a moratorium on 
the State’s sale of lands in the Public Land 
Trust. The other bill would enable the State 
to make progress toward meeting its con-
stitutional obligations by conveying prop-
erty to OHA that addresses the additional 
amount of income and proceeds that OHA is 
to receive from the public trust pursuant to 
Article XII, sections 4 and 6, of the Hawai‘i 
Constitution, for the period from Nov. 7, 
1978, to July 1, 2008.

As the economic crisis looms and budgets 
tighten, our legislators will be pressed to 
prioritize and deliberate policies to meet 
the needs of our State. OHA seeks your 
solidarity to strongly advocate that which 
is important to all of us. We must remind 
our elected officials that the economy is a 
temporary crisis compared to the injustices 
we intend to address. After all, by bettering 
the conditions of Native Hawaiians we will 
create a better Hawai‘i. Hau‘oli Makahiki 
Hou to you and your families, and may the 
change we seek be the change we make. 

Colette Y. Machado 
Trustee, Moloka‘i and La-na‘i

OHA’s 2009 legislative outlook

Subscribe Today!
594–1888 • www.oha.org
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‘Ano‘ai kakou… On Jan. 6, OHA’s 
administration briefed the state 
House and Senate’s money com-

mittees about OHA’s budget and funding 
needs for fiscal years 2010 and 2011. After 
listening to the questions that the legislators 
asked our Administrator, I couldn’t help but 
feel like I’ve heard them all before.

Back in August of 2008, I wrote about my 
concerns regarding the health of OHA’s port-
folio and our out-of-control spending. At the 
time, our Native Hawaiian Trust Fund port-
folio had lost 10 percent of its value (approx-
imately $39 million) and national consumer 
and prognostic indicators were saying that 
investors should have at least 20 percent of 
their investments in cash that can be liqui-
dated and moved quickly. Unfortunately, 
OHA had less than 10 percent or $25 million 
of its portfolio in cash at the time.

I also wrote that according to a June 2008 
report from one of our money managers, 
global equity markets had fallen by more 
than 8 percent, with U.S. and European 

equity markets returning -8.4 percent and 
-11.7 percent, respectively. As of July 9, 
2008, the estimated preliminary return for 
their share of OHA’s portfolio in the month 
of June was -4.95 percent compared to 
benchmark performance of -4.48 percent. 

They also stated that the growth outlook 
for the U.S. economy remains weak, as 
increased unemployment, a weak dollar and 
further pressure on the financial markets 
contribute to expectations of higher infla-
tion over the next year, with expectations 
beyond that more restrained. In other words, 
we were warned. Given all of the bad news, 
it was more important than ever to bring our 
spending under control. 

On Oct. 16, 2008, right before the 
November election, the board approved a 
$40,682,161 budget for Fiscal Year 2010 
and a $39,675,268 budget for Fiscal Year 
2011, with no reductions. The board also 
supported an increase in spending all the 
way through 2012. In other words, these 
realigned budgets are being approved using 
money that we have yet to receive and prob-
ably will not receive given that our spend-
ing policy is tied to our three-year return 
on investments. Since that time, our Native 
Hawaiian Trust Fund has fallen from $430 
million to $312 million. It is very difficult to 
defend and justify a budget that has expand-
ed by more than $20 million over the past 

six years to the Legislature or anyone else.
At present, our budget is approximately 

$41 million. Add to that all of the recent 
budget realignments and commitments made 
well into the future and the budget will prob-
ably climb to well over $50 million a year.

It appears that the whole world is caught 
up or affected in some negative way by 
America’s recession. Economists say this 
recession will probably last through 2010. 
That said, I found it embarrassing to sit 
through OHA’s budget briefing to the state 
Legislature and listen to senators and repre-
sentatives ask why OHA had not made any 
cuts to its budget.

Here are some of the suggestions and 
questions asked of us:

• Are you willing to cut salaries if necessary?
• Will you be able to make the necessary 

reductions to your budget if needed?
• Where are OHA’s priorities for spending?
• How much of OHA’s budget is commit-

ted to housing and health?
• What did the Administrator mean when 

he said that he had spent the last seven years 
cleaning up OHA programs?

• How much was being spent on Kau 
Inoa registrations and OHA’s Washington, 
D.C., office?

There were many more questions, but I 
have not included them because of space 
limitations. 

In this New Year of 2009, I still have great 
hopes that our board will come together and 
do what is best for our beneficiaries despite 
the fact that we may all differ in our opinion 

as to what must be done and how. This can 
only occur if ALL of us look at the reality of 
the situation that confronts us. We cannot, in 
this economy, continue to spend the way we 
have in past years. We must also convey this 
message to our beneficiaries.

When one of our money managers late 
last year cautioned us about the stock mar-
ket volatility, they suggested that we should 
consider reducing our spending policy from 
5 percent to 3 percent during these uncertain 
times, until things get better. I think it’s 
obvious that the time has come for us to take 
the advice of the professionals that we hired 
and “bite the bullet.”

It is understandable that the Legislature is 
critical of OHA’s lack of spending restraint. 
They basically as much as told us that, if 
you haven’t made any sacrifices and we 
have, why should we give you any more 
money? At least that was my impression 
of their message to us. Criticism like, “You 
obviously have enough to get by” only 
makes us appear arrogant.

Neither the Legislature nor anyone else 
should have to tell us that belt tightening is 
necessary. This is the responsibility of our 
board. It is important to note that OHA point-
ed out to the Legislature that the $3 million 
that we receive from the state helps to serve 
the less than 50 percent Hawaiian beneficia-
ries that we are also mandated to serve.

Aloha Ke Akua.
For more information on impor-

tant Hawaiian issues, check out Trustee 
Akana’s web site at rowenaakana.org. 

OHA budget: It’s time 
to bite the bullet
Rowena Akana 
Trustee, At-large

Governor Lingle recently stated that 
Hawaiians have no legal claim to 
Hawai‘i’s ceded lands but only a 

“moral claim.” She did not, however, explain 
how the moral claim is somehow less than 
the legal claim. In my estimation, she is 
asserting a distinction without a difference.

Hawaiians’ claim of ownership is based 
on the fact that the United States vio-
lated international law when it conspired 
with the resident “bandits” to overthrow 
the sovereign government of the Hawaiian 

Islands and assume ownership of the crown 
and government lands. The illegality of 
that acquisition colors and undermines any 
claim of ownership by the provisional gov-
ernment, the republic, the United States and 
the State of Hawai‘i.  

In any system of modern jurisprudence one 
cannot claim ownership of illegally obtained 
property against the claim of the rightful 
owner. If a thief gives, or sells, you a stolen 
article you acquire no legal right to refuse 
to return that article to the rightful owner. 
Simply put, you cannot get good legal title 
from a thief. The claims of Native Hawaiians, 
the lineal descendants of the owners, have a 
far better claim of ownership than the United 
States or the State of Hawai‘i. And with own-
ership comes the right of possession.  

But some argue that, notwithstanding 
that basic rule of law, the United States 
Supreme Court, in an early case involving 
the transfer of land has stated that when land 
is transferred to the national government 
it will not look behind the title to see how 

that land was acquired. They analogize that 
decision to our ceded lands situation and 
say, “Therefore, the State of Hawai‘i’s claim 
of legal title is valid.” Of course, the United 
States government has never been willing 
to submit to the jurisdiction of any interna-
tional court of justice, so its argument has 
never been tested against the international 
law rules relating to government overthrow.  

Moreover, there is nothing to prevent the 
State from saying that, “regardless of that 
rule, when it comes to the lands of this state, 
we will look beyond the naked title to see how 
that title was acquired.” In fact, the governor’s 
stance now seems in opposition to her ear-
lier position in which she seemed willing to 
acknowledge Hawaiians’ legal claim.

One can engage in a long debate about 
“moral” claims, of course. Do they have any 
effect in law, or should they influence the 
outcome of a debate over a “legal right?” 
The governor now seems to be saying that 
the moral claim of Hawaiians can have no 
effect on the issue of title to ceded lands. 

Her statement disregards the fact that much 
of the law, civil and criminal, that governs 
our lives is based on moral considerations. 
Indeed, the entire body of the law of equity 
is essentially based on moral considerations. 
“He who seeks equity must do equity” is 
one of equity’s fundamental precepts. And 
certainly the most respected precept is that, 
“One who comes into the court of equity 
must come with clean hands.” Courts have 
never hesitated to apply equity rules in a 
case where such is required to prevent an 
obvious injustice.

Whether you consider Hawaiians’ claim 
to ceded lands as being legal or moral, the 
issue is the centerpiece to reconciliation. 
There can be no quieting of Hawaiians’ 
claim for justice until the issue is deter-
mined, whether on a legal or a moral basis, 
and the land is divided between the state 
and a Native Hawaiian government, whether 
“reorganized” or “reinstated.” It appears that 
either through the Akaka Bill or otherwise 
the issue is getting closer to resolution. 

Countering some  
arguments
Walter M. Heen
Vice Chair, Trustee, O‘ahu
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Editor’s note: This column was writ-
ten by Hope Lahela Nitta, a senior at 
Kamehameha Schools Maui.

As a Native Hawaiian growing 
up in Hawai‘i, it may seem 
that I have been isolated from 

events that affect the rest of the world. 
Though issues such as the stock mar-
ket crash and global warming have an 
impact on me, they do not seem to have 
as profound an affect on me as the issue 
of Native Hawaiian rights. Attending 
the Kamehameha Schools, a private 
institution which gives preference to 
Native Hawaiian students, I have par-
ticipated in rallies each year, standing 
up for Native Hawaiian recognition. 
In these rallies, I interlock my hands, 
heart and voice with fellow Hawaiian 
supporters and wear a red shirt symbol-
izing Hawaiian blood; my shirt states, 
“E kü‘ë käkou,” meaning “A stand for 
Hawaiian rights.”

Since the overthrow of the Hawaiian 
monarchy, Native Hawaiians have suf-
fered a decline in culture and economic 
hardship. Loss of identity in an increas-
ingly Western society in Hawai‘i led 
Native Hawaiians to despair. Today, 
Native Hawaiians have the lowest fam-
ily income of all major ethnic groups in 
the state of Hawai‘i, and almost half of 
the inmates currently in prison are of 
Native Hawaiian ancestry. As a result, 
there is a movement within the Native 
Hawaiian community to strive to find 
our identity and “home” in Hawai‘i. 
We also strive to preserve cultural, 
traditional and spiritual practices and 
resources that are rightfully ours. In 
order to do so, we must establish a new 
native governing body, which cannot 
become a reality without the approval 
of Congress to pass the Akaka Bill 
introduced by the U.S. Sen. Daniel 
Akaka in the year 2000. 

The ultimate purpose of the Akaka 
Bill is to seek to achieve for Native 
Hawaiians the same federal recognition 

and right to self-governance that some 
Native American tribes have. The bill 
would authorize Hawai‘i as a nation 
within a nation, and Hawaiians would 
be recognized as indigenous and gain 
direct political representation. In addi-
tion, it would protect federal money 
for Hawaiian programs. The Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs, Hawaiian Home 
Lands, and the Kamehameha Schools are 
three programs the bill directly affects. 
The bill would also provide assistance to 
Native Hawaiians with healthcare, hous-
ing, education, job training, employ-
ment, culture and the arts. 

Lastly, it would enable Hawaiians 
to form a governing entity. Hawaiians 
would gain rights as Native people to 
self-determination, self-governance and 
economic self-sufficiency. The accep-
tance of the bill would begin a process 
of saving claims the Hawaiian people 
have for 1.8 million acres of ceded 
lands and resources that were taken by 
the U.S. federal government when the 
Hawaiian monarchy was overthrown. 
Without this bill, it would be difficult to 
enter into a serious debate dealing with 
the return of lands and resources. The 
reason for this is because the federal and 
state governments are unlikely to trans-
fer valuable lands and resources unless 
they are negotiating with a legitimate 
representation from the Hawaiians. I 
believe it is time Hawaiians are recog-
nized in a positive light.

Growing up, my tütü (great-grand-
mother) did not allow my family to 
speak Hawaiian. She told us it would 
hinder our English language and there-
fore success in society. I am sad that my 
family did not speak Native Hawaiian 
in our own household, so being given 
the opportunity to attend the prestigious 
Kamehameha Schools has been a bless-
ing and has given me a second chance to 
reclaim my native language and culture. 
If the Akaka Bill does not pass, not only 
will ceded lands continue to be sold, but 
the hope to rebuild a cultural foundation 
for Native Hawaiians through education 
will be sold. I believe that education 
is the key that unlocks opportunities. 
It is time that we “E kü‘ë käkou” 
and stand proud for our Hawaiian cul-
ture. My name is Hope Nitta, and 
I am proud to be a Hawaiian. 

E kü‘ë käkou: A stand  
for Hawaiian rights
Donald B. Cataluna
Trustee, Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau

where a borrower conveys the home title 
to the lender who then relieves the bor-
rower of liability for the original promis-
sory note. For anyone treading close to 
foreclosure, other options – less desirable 
because they carry financial and legal 
costs and uncertain outcomes, include fil-
ing in court for bankruptcy or contesting 
the validity of the debt by making a claim 
against the bank and suing for damages. 

Whichever option is chosen, a delinquent 
borrower can also receive support from a 
counselor in making lifestyle changes to 
avoid ruinous debt again. “You’d be sur-
prised at how many people struggling to 
pay mortgages are unwilling to let go of a 
new car with an $800 monthly payment,” 
said Mortgage Assistance and Mitigation 
Group’s Sheri Kagimoto. 

The job of a good foreclosure-preven-
tion counselor then becomes getting clients 
to thoroughly assess their debt-to-assets 
ratio to find ways to cut spending and pos-
sibly increase revenue. “Clients in foreclo-
sure counseling need to decide what their 
priorities are, but it’s clear that the right 
information or education is the greatest gift 
that allows you to make the best decision 
for yourself, even if it means exiting your 
residence with dignity and grace,” said 
Kagimoto, who also stresses communica-
tion as key in stopping foreclosure. 

“Hawai‘i homeowners also face some 
unique challenges that counselors can 
help to explain to lenders,” said Kagimoto, 
pointing out that island geography and 
market conditions makes it difficult for 
residents to up and move to a new city 
with more affordable housing.

Despite the availability of qualified counsel-
ors, the specter of possible foreclosure drives 
some to look for assistance in all the wrong 
places. Anita K. recalls that just before she 

found her way to professional mortgage debt 
counselor, she was tempted to try a service 
that guaranteed foreclosure mitigation – for a 
considerable fee to be paid at a first appoint-
ment. “Someone was handing out cards in the 
parking lot and he made it sound so easy.”

But charging money up front for mort-
gage debt relief is now prohibited under 
the Mortgage Rescue Fraud Prevention 
Act signed into law by Gov. Linda Lingle 
in June. “The legislation was necessary, 
because what we have seen is that people 
who are in serious financial distress are 
vulnerable to the adverse consequences 

of predatory practices,” 
said Steve Levins of 
the state Department of 
Commerce and Consumer 
Affairs, which has advo-
cated for the stepped-up 
government protection of 
consumers, as the sour 
economy breeds more 
con artists who capital-
ize on the misfortune of 
others. The DCCA has 
recently done enforce-
ment in five cases after 
completing investigation 
into complaints involv-

ing scammers who targeted Hawai‘i resi-
dents facing foreclosure. Levins said the 
phony counselors targeted people with 
valuable home equity. The victims were 
conned into signing over the titles of their 
homes to the scammers, who convinced 
them they could become renters for a short 
period of time and avoid mounting debt. 
Instead they lost their homes – equity and 
all to the crooks. 

The new legislation not only prohib-
its housing counselors from collecting 
up-front fees for mortgage debt relief, 
it also outlaws the misrepresentation of 
vital homeowners contract information. 
However, for many observers the fact 
that the scammers have been able to 
find several unsuspecting victims under-
scores the torrent of emotion associated 
with foreclosure and the critical need 
for legal and financial experts to inject a 
“buyer beware” mentality in the picture. 
As DCCA’s Levins puts it: “Sometimes 
people just assume that real estate con-
tracts will be written in dense legalese that 
they won’t understand. They are afraid to 
admit that they are in a position where 
they need help. But the solution is to never 
bury your head in the sand. Find a certified 
counseling agency to work with your lend-
er to restructure or refinance your housing 
loan, and avoid anyone who pretends to 
be the white knight with easy answers.” 

fOreCLOSure
Continued from page 17

Sheri Kagimoto of Mortgage Assistance and Mitigation Group offers a list of activites 
thay help borrowers survive housing debt. - Photo: Courtesy of Sheri Kagimoto
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HAVE YOU & YOUR ‘OHANA
PLACED YOUR NAME?

Would you like us to come to your family reunion to register them?
Call 808 594-1902 or email HG@oha.org.

Kau • Spring/Summer 2009
Cho – In preparation for the 2009 reunion 
for the descendants of Sin Kun and Anela 
Kelekolio Cho, the planning committee is 
requesting that all family members update 
their contact information, births, deaths or 
marriages and share updated contact infor-
mation of other family members who may 
not subscribe to Ka Wai Ola. Information 
may be emailed to dianecho@hotmail.com 
or keokiokona@aol.com. The family will be 
holding its reunion in Hönaunau, Hawai‘i, 
on July 4-5, 2009. More information can 
be found on the reunion web site, members.
tripod.com/cho_ohana/. Next planning meet-
ing is scheduled for Sunday, April 12, 1 p.m., 
Hönaunau Catholic Church Lot. Please call 
Diane Cho at (808) 483-7337 or email dian 
echo@hotmail.com for more information.

Holau – In preparation for a family reunion 
in 2009 of Kupuna Eddie Holau of Lahaina, 
Maui, the ‘ohana is asking for all family 
members to update their contact information 
including birth, marriage, death, adoption and 
hänai, to share your information concerning 
your family or other members within the 
‘ohana you know. The Holau ‘Ohana of Maui 
will be hosting and reuniting their families 
for the first time including desendants of 
Kupuna Eddie Holau aka Eddie Laikupu and 
his daughter Lucy Holau-Laborte of Lahaina, 
Maui, and her siblings Eddie, George, Billy, 
Thomas and Andrew, Etha and Henrietta. 
Preliminary information regarding the reunion 
has been sent out in January. All interested 
parties are invited to attend. For more details 
and information you may contact Makanani 
Catugal at (808) 665-9966 ext. 122, Eddie 
and Donna Curimao at (808) 264-3178, or by 
e-mail, holauohanamaui2009@hotmail.com.

Ka‘auhaukane – Na Lala O Ana 
Lumaukahili‘owahinekapu Ka‘auhaukane 
will celebrate our fifth ‘ohana ho‘olaule‘a 
and pä‘ina, scheduled for Aug. 9, 2009, 
at Key Project in Kahalu‘u on the 
island of O‘ahu. Ana’s makuakäne was 
Kamokulehua‘opanaewa Ka‘auhaukane 
(k) and makuahine was Pailaka Ho‘ohua 
(w). Ana was born on March 3, 1845, in 
Ka‘auhuhu, North Kohala, on the island 
of Hawai‘i. Her date of death is Jan. 30, 
1917. Her kaikua‘ana was Kealohapauole 
Kalaluhi Ka‘auhaukane (w). Ana first mar-
ried Joseph Kaiamakini Kanoholani (k) and 
they had ‘ekolu kamali‘i: Joseph Kaiamakini 
Kanoholani (k), Makini Kanoholani (k) and 
Mary Kaiamakini Kanoholani (w). Later, 
Ana married John Von Iseke and they had 
‘umikümäkolu kamali‘i: Maria, Elizabeth 
(Kapuaakuni and McKee), Theresa (Kapiko 
and Quin), John Isaacs (Lincoln), Joseph, 
Antone, Anna, Henry, Louis (Silva), Joseph 
Joachim (Cockett), Frank (Pereira), Charles 
and Katherine (Sing). The ‘ohana would 
like to update all genealogy information, 
records of birth, marriages and death, pho-
tos, address, telephone numbers and e-mail. 
For more information, contact Conkling 
Kalokuokamaile McKee, Jr. at (808) 734-

6002, Jackie Kapiko at (808) 235-8261, 
Colleen (McKee) Tam Loo at (808) 398-1600, 
Peter (Kapiko and Quinn) Machado at (808) 
689-0190, “Boss” (Iseke) Sturla at (808) 
664-9795, Louie (Isaacs Iseke) Peterson at 
(808) 216-9331 or Pauahi (Baldomero and 
Wegener) Kazunaga at (808) 842-7021. The 
mo‘opuna kuakahi would be very pleased 
to welcome anyone willing to participate in 
our monthly ‘ohana reunion meetings. For 
information contact Puanani (McKee) Orton 
at (808) 235-2226. 

Manuwa/Paele – The family of Harry Keali‘i 
Manuwa and Hattie Paele will be holding a 
reunion April 23-26, 2009, at Hale Nanea in 
Kahului. Camping on the Hale Nanea grounds 
is permitted. Harry Manuwa, my grandfa-
ther, was born in Honoköhau Valley, and 
Hattie Paele, my grandmother, was born in 
Kahakuloa Valley. My mother, Helen Nehoa 
Manuwa Castillo, was born at Honolua Bay. 
All of my mom’s family came from the west 
end of Kahakuloa. Some of the names from 
Kahakuloa Village given to me by my mom are 
Apuna, Hoewaa, Hoopii, Kana, Kauhaahaa, 
Kekona and Nakoa. She also mentioned that 
everyone who lived in Kahakuloa Valley 
was related somehow. Some of those names 
are Kahahane, Kalama, Kamaka, Kukahiko, 
Manuia, Naleieha, Palakiko, Pali and Sarol. 
So if any of you recognize the names, please 
call me, Loretta Kepa, at home (808) 760-
2465 or cell (808) 344-0861.

Pauole – My father is Albert Mahi Pauole, 
his father is Mitchell Kameaike Pauole, mar-
ried to Gertrude Harvey; and his father is 
John Papoko Pauole, married to Pahuone 
and a second marriage to Kalua Kukahiko 
Nakaula. The Pauole reunion is planned for 
June 27, 2009, on O‘ahu. The location and 
time will be provided at a later time. For 
information, call Althea “KuiLan” Pauole 
Watanabe on O‘ahu at (808) 668-2548.

Zablan – Hui O Zablan is planning the 2009 
Annual Picnic on Sat., Aug. 8, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
at Section 30, Magic Island, Ala Moana Beach 
Park. Look for the Hui O Zablan sign. Reunion 
Luncheon will be Sat, Nov. 7, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 
Tree Tops Restaurant at Paradise Park in Mänoa. 
Quarterly Meetings are at 1 p.m.: Jan. 17 at 
Auntie Leatrice Zablan’s; April 18 at Cousin 
Pretty Shimabukuro’s; July 18 at Cousin Stanley 
Victor’s. Thanks to Cousin Joe Asis for family 
T-shirts. Cousin Kimo Zablan is designing the 
coming year’s T-shirts. Information Sheets for 
Volume II of our Hui O Zablan Family Book 
are due Jan. 31, 2009. If you have lost your 
form or forgot to mail in your pictures please 
contact Susan Victor at (808) 988-1272. If you 
have other questions about events, call Auntie 
Leatrice at (808) 734-4779.

Ma Hope • Later
Ahyo – A family reunion of Cheng Yuk and 
Helen Laikealoha Kaihomua Ahyo is set for 
July 22-24, 2010, in Hilo. All descendants 
of the siblings of Gabriel, Andrew, Lizzie, 
Josephine, Julia, Katherine, Cecilia, Annie, 
Edna, Mary Ahyo and Gilbert Aio are asked 

to contact Dennis Ahyo of California at 
(408) 224-0336, (408) 896-4283, or e-mail 
29431027@comcast.com; or Veronica 
Magno of Hilo at (808) 935-6426 to update 
information of current home and e-mail 
addresses. A newsletter will be sent out with 
more details as the committee progresses in 
the planning of the reunion. If you would 
like to receive the newsletter, please contact 
Dennis or Veronica.

Kamehameha I/Kaneikopolei – A Grand 
Reunion is being planned in 2010 for the 
royal descendants of Kamehameha I and 
his first wife, Kaneikopolei, also known as 
Kahulilanimaka. They had two children, a boy 
named Kaulaokekukui who died young, and a 
girl, Kahiwakaneikopolei, named Regina by the 
Catholic church. Regina Kahiwakaneikopolei 
(w) was married twice. The first marriage was 
to Chief Kahaaulani (k) by whom she had 
three children. The son was named Kaahiki 
KalamakuikeaokukuipiooleoIwikauikaua 
after her mother’s brother, the chief of Hilo. 
Surnames are Poepoe and Keaulana. A daugh-
ter named Keliikipikaneokaolohaka married 
John Palmer Parker of Parker Ranch. Surname 
is Parker. The third child, Honoululani, 
was without issue. After the death of Chief 
Kahaaulani, Regina Kahiwakaneikopolei 
married Namiki, a high priest of the Paao 
Order, and had two children, Puahaunapuoko 
(w) and Kahoaliikumaiewakamoku (k). 
Puahaunapuoko married Ewaliko Piimauna 
(k) of the Kumuhone line of O‘ahu. They 
had three children, two girls and a boy. The 
eldest daughter, named Victoria Kaleiula (w) 
married Lau Sung Iu (k). Surnames are Aiu, 
Koki, Guerrero, Kealohi and Devereux. The 
son, Ernest Moanalihaikawaokele (k) mar-
ried Kailianu (w) and has no issue today. The 
youngest daughter, Hanamuahaleonaihe (w) 
married Andrew Nohokaikaleikini (k) and 
had three children: Kilikina Kaweluolanihuli 
(w) who died with no issue, Andrew Iaukea 
Keliikinaiahi, also known as Andrew Iaukea 
Bright (k), and Nohokaikaleikinikeliikaapuni 
(k) who died about the age of 5. Andrew 
Iaukea Bright married Alice Keahiokekuahu 
Kekipi (w). Surname is Bright. Lastly, John 
Peter Kahoaliikumaiewakamoku was named 
Zepherin by the Catholic church, translated 
to French and then Hawaiian as Kepelino. 
Kepelino was well educated and accompanied 
Queen Emma to England. He is known for 
authoring Traditions of Hawai‘i. Surname 
is Kepilino. If anyone is interested in work-
ing with us in planning the reunion or for 
more information, contact Kanoe Cheek at 
kcheek0722@yahoo.com or mail info to Na 
Kuauhau O Kahiwakaneikopolei, P.O. Box 
5411, Käne‘ohe, HI 96744.

‘Imi ‘Ohana • Family Search
Alapai – My name is Edward Keikiokalani 
Alapai Jr. born April 27, 1982, at Wilcox 
Hospital on Kaua‘i. I am searching for infor-
mation on my ‘ohana and looking for relatives. 
I am in prison at the moment and have no 
resources to help me locate any of my ‘ohana. 
I would like to ask anyone with information, or 

who knows if a genealogy has ever been done 
on the Alapai ‘ohana to please write to me at 
SCC, 1252 East Arica Road, Eloy, Arizona 
85231. I am eager to learn about my roots and 
where I come from. Mahalo!

Aweau – I’m Larry Franquez and I am 
researching the Aweau genealogy. I was 
told that the Aweau heritage comes from 
Alapa‘inui, chief of Hawai‘i Island in the 
early 1700s. I wish to make contact with any-
one having information of this connection, 
any descendant of Alapa‘inui or any member 
of the Aweau family. Other families that 
share the Alapa‘inui heritage are the Saffery 
family of Maui and the Lim family from 
Kohala. You can view our attempt at geneal-
ogy at aweaufamily.tripod.com. Other major 
surnames in the family tree besides Aweau 
are Aipia, Tong, Watson, Padeken, Nalaielua, 
Ku, Kawai, Ashley, Kahooio, Kahoiwai. 
You can contact me at (808) 295-3543 or 
pikonipottery@hawaiiantel.net.

Cheong – I’m Michele Cheong, daughter of 
Alexander Mamo Cheong (parents are Tam/
Tan Cheong and Mary Parker). I believe I am 
related to the Parker Ranch family. I am an 
only child, and I am looking for some fam-
ily. Please email me at blackorchid@hawaii.
rr.com, or call (808) 485-0411.

Kailikini – Seeking the parents and any vitals 
of Kailikini (k), born circa 1837, died before 
1920 (when his wife was listed as a widow 
in the 1920 census). He married on Apr. 23, 
1851 to Huia Kalua [aka Huia (w)]. They 
were known to have had at least two children: 
Kanehoalani (k) [aka Kaneholani Kailikini; 
Kaneholani Smith; Iokewe Kaneholani], born 
Oct. 17, 1862, in North Kona, Hawai‘i; and 
Piko Kailikini born Apr. 18, 1884. I would 
like to share genealogical information with 
anyone with ties with these ‘ohana. Please 
contact Richard at (808) 349-2378 or email 
rsouther@aloha.com. Mahalo nui!

Kapua Kupahu – Seeking the parents of 
Kapua Kupahu (w) born Jan. 1848 at South 
Kohala and died after the 1900 census was 
enumerated. She is said to be of the line of 
Hewahewanui (k). She married Kanehaku 
Pai [aka K. Pai (k)]. They had the following 
children: Hapakue (k); Maunakea Pai (k); 
Fannie Keli‘imahiai Pai; Evelyn N. ‘Öhi‘a 
Kaohulani Pai; Leimakani Pai (k); Joseph 
Opi‘o Pai; Lydia Kanalulu Pai and Jack Pai. 
I would like to share genealogical informa-
tion with anyone with ties with these ‘ohana. 
Please contact Richard at (808) 349-2378 or 
email rsouther@aloha.com. Mahalo nui!

Kauakahi/Keanui/Keaunui – My name is 
Phyllis Kauakahi Specht. I am searching 
for long lost relatives that may still be 
living on the north shore of O‘ahu that 
belonged to Anna Keanui Kauakahi ‘ohana. 
My Tütü Kauakahi was said to have been 
born on Ni‘ihau in the late 1800s. She and 
her ‘ohana lived in Nänäkuli for a time 
before her death in 1940. If anyone knows 
of or is part of this ‘ohana, please contact 
me at spechthaus@yahoo.com. Mahalo! 
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Type or clearly write your 24-word-or-less ad and mail to:  
OHA at 711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Honolulu, HI 96813.  
Make check payable to OHA.

Submissions received by the 15th of the 
month will appear in next month’s edition.Classifieds only $12.50 

MA
-
KeKe  • THE  MARKETPL ACE

2BR SPACIOUS UNITS, with refrigerator 
and stove, freshly painted with new carpet and 
vinyl floor. Section 8, maximum occupancy 4 
people in the household. 1501 Bear Mountain 
Blvd #A Arvin, CA 93203 661-854-5840 EHO.

BIG ISLAND, PUUKAPU, WAIMEA, 
Hawaii. Homestead lease land, 10 acres, 
$125,000. View of Waimea Village town and 
mountain. Call John (808) 960-2289.

BIG ISLAND - WANT TO PURCHASE 
Puukapu or Waimea pastoral lease, 10 acres 
or more. Qualified applicant on waiting list. 
Please call Maka (808) 227-6282.

BOB’S BUILDING SERvICES INC. 
Licensed general contractor No. BC8371 
building beautiful custom and packaged homes 
for over 30 years. CALL (808) 216-6272 and 
let us build your future island home!

CERTIfIED TUTOR ON OAHU: Expe- 
rience with SAT/ACT prep and need-based 
tutoring. Experience with Private School 
test preparation. Please call 808-276-0639.

DHHL LESSEE WANTS TO SWAP 
La‘i‘opua Village lease in Kona, Hawaii, for 
East Kapolei lease, Phase 1 or 2, on Oahu. 
OR, leasee would also consider selling lease 

at a reasonable price. Call 509-342-1559. 
Swap will be straight across.

DIABETIC OR OvERWEIGHT? I can 
help! Lost 35 lbs. in 5 wks. Off insulin, dia-
betic, cholesterol & BP meds. Fast, safe, easy 
& physician recommended. www.ohanawell 
ness.tsfl.com. Call Johnny Kai, 971-533-
6881 or email ohanawellness@msn.com.

fOR ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NE- 
EDS! Buying, selling, investing, relocating! 
I can help you. Call (808) 230-6005. Keanu 
Souza-Koprowski, Realtor-Broker, Century 
21 All Islands. keanusells@hotmail.com, 
www.MyIslandDreamHouse.com.

fOR SALE EAST KAPOLEI I KANE- 
HILI: Undivided interest lease to Native Hawa- 
iian on DHHL waiting list. Price is negotiable. 
Serious callers only, (702) 569-5345.

HOMESTEAD fOR SALE: Kawaihae 
studio/1bath on 1 acre $199,900; Kamuela 
4 bd/2.5 bath on 10,000 sf lot $300,000; 
Makuu 5 acres w/water AG $45,000. Century 
21 Realty Specialist (808) 949-6322.

HOMESTEAD fOR SALE: Kamuela 
3bd/1 bath on 300 acres $750,000. Keaukaha 
1 acre Res. lot $70,000. Panaewa 10 acres 

AG lot $175,000/offer. Century 21 Realty 
Specialist (808) 949-6322.

HOMESTEAD fOR SALE: Waianae 5 
bd/6 bath large home, corner lot $450,000. 
Keokea AG 2 acres $80,000. Century 21 
Realty Specialist (808) 949-6322.

KAWAIHAE HOMESTEAD LOT: Views, 
private flag lot, $40,000. Call Lali De Wolfe, 
RA Tel. (808) 392-2656 or email LaliD@
cbpacific.com. Coldwell Banker Pacific 
Properties.

KOKUA ‘OHANA: Native Hawaiian Foster 
Families Needed. Hanai I Ka La‘akea. for 
more information call (808) 595-6320 or toll 
free at (888) 879-8970.

MAUI - LOT CLEARING, GRUBBING, 
excavation of your homestead lot. Examples 
available, quality work and reasonable rates. 
Call 808-760-8278.

MAUI - WAIOHULI UNDIvIDED interest 
lot for sale. $45,000. Call (808) 214-3935.

PAPAKOLEA 4 BR 2 BATH 6600 sf lot. 
Must qualify for DHHL. Call owner at (808) 
537-2852. Only serious offers.

PONCHO’S SOLAR SERvICE: Solar 

water heating contractor, utility rebates, tax 
credits. HECO & MECO approved indep. 
contractor, new systems, pool heating, 
repairs. Free est. O‘ahu, 422-4266; Maui, 
760-2345. Located Waiohuli Homestead.

SO. COLORADO RANCH ESTATE Ku- 
kui Ranch, 39 acres, San Luis Valley. 5br, 
5-1/2 bath Rancher. 3 car garage, 4,000sf liv-
ing area, plus separate 900sf 2br, 1 bath unit, 
800sf workshopo/2 car garage, plus much 
more. Bordered by creek, unobstructed view 
of snow-capped mountains. Under 2 hrs. to 
Taos, NM, ski resorts, lakes, casinos. 25 min. 
to Alamosa, home of Adams State College. 
Turn-key, fully furnished and equipped. Many 
possibilities: bed & breakfast, spa, lodge, 
corporate retreat. Also available, adjacent 39 
acres, providing utmost privacy and security. 
Motivated local owner can be reached at (719) 
379-3881 for more information.

TRADE BIG ISLAND fEE-SIMPLE 
LOTS in East Hawaii for DHHL lot in 
Kawaihae. Call: (808) 987-6265, 430-0333.

WANTED TO PURCHASE WAIMEA, 
Big Island homestead lease land, 10 acres or 
more. Willing to pay cash for the right price! 
Please contact Keone at (808) 479-5878.

Breast cancer detected early is treatable. More Hawaiian women get
breast cancer and die from it than any other ethnic group in Hawai‘i. It doesn’t have to be
that way. If you are 40 or older, talk to your doctor about a mammogram.* Ma-lama kou
kino. Ma-lama kou ‘ohana. Ma-lama pono.

For information and resources, we’re here to help.
Call 1.800.227.2345 or visit www.cancer.org

*An x-ray of the breast

Ma-lama kou kino. Ma-lama kou
`ohana. Ma-lama pono.

Ma-lama kou kino. Ma-lama kou
`ohana. Ma-lama pono.
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Calling Kuleana 
Land Holders 

The Kuleana Land Tax Ordinance on O‘ahu, Kaua‘i and 
Hawaiÿi island allows eligible owners to pay a maximum of 
$100 a year in property taxes. OHA would like to hear from 
you to gather statistics that could assist in developing laws 
to exempt Kuleana Lands from land taxes, similar to that 
which passed for the City and County of Honolulu, Kaua‘i 
and Hawaiÿi counties.

If you have Kuleana Lands and would like to assist in the 
creation of such a tax exemption in your county, please 
contact the Kuleana Land Survey Call Center at 594-0247. 
Email: kuleanasurvey@oha.org. Mailing address: Kuleana 
Land Survey, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 711 Kapi‘olani Blvd. 
Ste. 500, Honolulu, HI 96813.

All personal data, such as names, locations and 
descriptions of Kuleana Lands will be kept secure and used 
solely for the purposes of this attempt to perpetuate Kuleana 
rights and possession.

Kuleana Land Survey 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
711 Kapi‘olani Blvd. Suite 500 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
(808) 594-0247 - kuleanasurvey@oha.org



FLAGS HAVE DIFFERENT LIVES 
Once a flag of admiralty and of our ancestors, now the flag of  

sovereignty, solidarity and independence of Kō Hawai‘i Pae ‘Āina.

Fly it faithfully!

 �BLACK, LIME GREEN, PURPLE � SIZES UP TO XXXL�

Orders and information: www.kanakamaolipower.info
Kanaka Maoli Power, PO Box 527, Kalaheo HI 96741

Phone: 808-332-5220, fax 808-443-0286.

         Traditional and Contemporary Hawaiian Fine Arts
         2009 Studio Program in Waimea, South Kohala, Hawai’i
         Summer Session:  May 25 - June 19, 2009 (Four Weeks)
         Winter Session:  December 7 - 18, 2009 (Two Weeks)

   VISUAL FUNDAMENTALS:  basic skills with various drawing and painting media.
   KA HANA KAPA:  traditional Hawaiian practices of kapa making.
      KA HANA KALAI LA’AU:  wood carving, kapa implements, ‘umeke, and pahu.
   PRINTMAKING:  monotype, dry point, and relief (linoleum cut) techniques.
   JEWELRY MAKING:  bone, shell, wood, stone, and metal.

Limited enrollment, ages 17 and older with preference given to Native Hawaiian applicants.

ANNUAL TUITION:  $3,000  (financial aid available)

For more information or an application contact:
HOEA ▼ PO Box 1498 ▼ Kamuela, HI 96743

phone:  808-885-6541   fax:  808-885-6542phone:  808-885-6541   fax:  808-885-6542
website:  www.khf-hoea.org   email:  info@khf-hoea.org

A project by the Keomailani Hanapi Foundation, 
funded by ANA, Administration for Native Americans.

*Mahiole by Sol Apio
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        Register for hula classes  
    8 a.m.–3 p.m. - Saturday, Feb. 7, 2009 

   Ka Pä Hula Hawai`i  
  Nu`uanu Elementary School, P!`iwa Lane 
 

 

 

 

Learn the traditional hula as passed down to 
Kumu Hula Kaha`i Topolinski from n" kumu and 
scholars such as Mary Kawena Puku`i and Maiki 
Aiu Lake. Help Ka P" Hula Hawai`i celebrate 35 
years as one of the leading h"lau hula in Hawai`i 

nei.  Registration is open to adult k"ne and 
wahine students interested in learning hula,  

and Hawaiian culture. 

 

For more information or late 

registration, call Greg Concilla  

924-9299 



GIVE THEM A SUMMER THEY’LL

NEVER FORGET!

APPLICATION POSTMARK DEADLINE  
FOR ALL SUMMER PROGRAMS: 

Saturday, February 28
Request an application today at

www.ksbe.edu/admissions 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

Kamehameha Schools introduces the Explorations Series 

comprised of three different summer boarding programs 

open to non-Kamehameha students. Students may  

enter the series at any level. Program sessions are offered 

throughout the summer and are one week long.

 All sessions have a $120 fee to cover all program expenses, 

including interisland airfare, boarding and meals. Need-

based fee waivers are available. For program information, 

call 1-800-842-4682, dial 9 then x48396. 

Ho‘omāka‘ika‘i: Explorations
The first of three programs in the Explorations Series 

centers on foundational themes and activities such as 

Hawaiian values, mele, hula, Hawaiian crafts and much 

more. For students who are entering the 6th grade..

Ho‘olauna Programs
The next program in the Explorations Series, the Ho‘olauna 

program exposes students to unique experiences with 

the ‘āina where the program is held. Ho‘olauna programs 

are held in Kona, Puna, Maui, Moloka‘i, Ko‘olauloa, 

Ko‘olaupoko, Kou (Honolulu), Wai‘anae and Kaua‘i. 

For students who are entering the 7th or 8th grade. 

 

Kūlia I Ka Pono
Bringing the Explorations Series to a close, this program 

utilizes outdoor classrooms to help develop students’ per-

sonal and cultural responsibilities toward their community 

and their concepts of servant leadership. Kūlia I Ka Pono 

programs are held in Kona, East Hawai‘i, Maui and O‘ahu. 

For students who are entering the 8th or 9th grade.

SUMMER SCHOOL

Kamehameha Schools Hawai‘i
For students who will be entering K*–12.

* Kindergarten students must be 5 years of age by June 17, 2009

SESSION DATES: June 17–July 15

Tuition: Elementary–$400 for the entire session

 Middle School–$100 per week

 High School–$200 per 0.5 credit session

For program information, call (808) 982-0033.

Contact Admissions
www.ksbe.edu/admissions 
�‘��� (808) 842-8800
���� (808) 572-3133
�����‘� (808) 982-0100

KS Neighbor Island  
Regional Resource Centers
���� �����‘� ����� �������� 
���� �����‘� ����� ��������
����‘� ����� �������� 
������‘�/����‘� ����� ��������




