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Tel: 808.594.1837
Fax: 808.594.0212

Email: colettem@oha.org

Boyd P. Mossman
Trustee, Maui

Tel: 808.594.1858
Fax: 808.594.1864

Email: boydm@oha.org

Oz Stender
Trustee, At-large

Tel: 808.594.1877
Fax: 808.594.1853

Email: oswalds@oha.org

This document is a guide to the correct use of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) logo. All use of the 
OHA logo should follow these guidelines. No manipulation of the logo is permitted ( beveling, drop shadow, 
color change etc.) without authorization by  the OHA Publication Specialist.

Color Logo:    Two color logo PMS 574 (green) PMS 282 (blue). Logo can be used with or without 
   "Office of Hawaiian Affairs" text. 

One Color Logo:   The logo can be reproduced in one color; black, green (PMS 574 or process equivalent) 
   or blue (PMS 282  or process equivalent). Logo can be used with or without "Office of 
   Hawaiian Affairs" text. 

Reversed Out Logo:  The logo can be reproduced reversed out in any color as long as the logo remains 
   while. Logo can be used with or without "Office of Hawaiian Affairs" text.

Office of Hawaiian Affairs Logo Specifications Sheet

For additional information contact the OHA Publications Specialist at 594-1888

Board of Trustees

A loha, and welcome to the 
new and improved Ka 
Wai Ola. This month, we 

introduce a new look and feel 
for OHA’s newspaper, with more 
pages, more color and bolder 
graphics. These changes are in 
line with contemporary newspa-
per design trends, and we hope 
you find them as exciting as 
we do.

You’ve probably already 
noticed the slight-
ly shorter and 
wider shape of 
the publication 
– the result of a 
change in paper 
stock used by our 
printer – along with a 
revamped cover layout 
featuring a stronger emphasis 
on visual imagery. In addi-
tion, KWO is now being 
printed on a new, state-of-
the-art press, which allows 
us to present more color 
and greatly improved 
detail in photos and graph-
ics throughout the paper.

As part of the new for-
mat, the paper will also be 
averaging more pages in 
each edition, which means that 
we can bring you a greater range 
of coverage on issues impacting 
the Hawaiian community. 

One previous section that we 
will no longer be carrying, how-
ever, is a regular calendar of arts 
events. While we understand that 
some readers may miss this fea-
ture, after careful consideration 
our editors concluded that, as a 
monthly publication, KWO is not 
able to present calendar informa-
tion that is as comprehensive or 

timely as that offered by weekly 
or daily papers. Instead, we will 
be focusing on more detailed 
coverage of one or two selected 

events per issue. The event fea-
tures in this issue – on the Eö 
e Emmalani i Alaka‘i Festival 
in Köke‘e and the contempo-
rary indigenous Black Grace 
dance troupe from Aotearoa 
– can be found on pages 18 and 
19. Public hearings, fundraisers 
and other community-interest 
events will also continue to be 

listed in our newsbrief  
sections.

One other impor-
tant change is that 
we have upgraded 
mailing proce-

dures to the 
neighbor 
is lands , 
so our 
s u b -

s c r i b e r s 
on those 

islands should 
be receiving their 

copies sooner. Last 
year, we began air-
mailing copies 
to our subscrib-
ers on the con-
tinent, which has 
increased efficien-
cy dramatically.

First published in the summer 
of 1981, Ka Wai Ola, meaning 
“the living water,” is the most 
widely read publication focus-

ing on Native Hawaiian news, 
features and commentary, with a 
circulation of nearly 60,000 cop-
ies each month and subscribers 
throughout the islands and on the 
U.S. continent. The paper is pro-
vided by OHA free of charge as 
a service to its beneficiaries and 
the community at large. In addi-
tion, current editions and back 
issues are available to Internet 
users worldwide on OHA’s web-
site, www.oha.org. 

Ka Wai Ola is produced by 
OHA’s Public Information 
Office. Special kudos are due this 
month to our graphic production 
specialist, John Kamikakeahonui 
Matsuzaki, who designed the 
paper’s new image.

Your mana‘o is very important 
to us, so please let us know what 
you think of KWO’s makeover 
or any other issues related to the 
paper. If you are a neighbor island 
subscriber, we are especially 
interested in knowing when you 
received your copy this month.  

Write to us at:

Ka Wai Ola
Office of Hawaiian Affairs
711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Ste. 500
Honolulu, HI 96813

Email: kwo@oha.org 

NEW AND IMPROVED!



Grassroot Institute is playing games

Tumble weeds are weeds that come from a dry area 
that has no life. The Grassroot Institute needs 
to find where their roots are. Non-Hawaiian and 

Hawaiians are considered racial by people using the U.S. 
Constitution. They add to confusion with words. Games 
are being played, rallies are being held to explain the pros 
and cons of the Akaka Bill. Don’t play the game if you 
don’t want to lose. Rumors are many. Righteousness and 
“pono” are used by a few.

The Akaka Bill should be discussed by people who 

love living in this world of aloha. Answers – not problems 
– should be the main subject of this bill that is pending 
in Congress. You, the people, have voted for these 
representatives in Congress. Please, let them do their 
work. I am positive that they have done their homework, 
looking at both sides of the issue. Realize that we have 
powerful representatives who now have age and time 
against them.

Attention Grassroot Institute: Hawaiians have sent their 
people to learn how others live and have not interfered 
with their living conditions. They have taken the good 
and the bad, and to have you tell them what is right for 

them is nonsense. Learn your histories and respect our 
own Hawaiian histories, and maybe this island will be 
a better place for you to live in. Let the Hawaiians have 
a discussion among themselves with no interference 
from your group. You have the freedom of using the 
U.S. Constitution while we have our own Constitution. 
Respect should be respected. 

Lucy Akau
Waima-nalo, O‘ahu
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Pauahi’s family

The Kamehameha Schools/
Bernice Pauahi Bishop issue 
seems simple to fix.

Pauahi, a great granddaughter 
of Kamehameha I, inherited 
some of his lands from her 
cousin Ruth Ke‘elikölani. Ruth 
had no children and thus left 
everything to Pauahi.

Pauahi had no children 
from her marriage to Charles 
Bishop, so she left everything 
she inherited to the children of 
Hawai‘i, her blood relatives, 
most probably from one of the 
other six wives of her great- 
grandfather, Kamehameha 
I, thus her family, nieces and 
nephews.

If all students applying for 
admission into Kamehameha 
Schools also had their DNA 
tested, I believe it would 
show descent from a common 
ancestor, Kamehameha I. Then 
it isn’t a racial issue at all, but 
just about family.

Michael Sheehan
Nu‘uanu, O‘ahu

Pauahi’s intentions

We would simply like to express 
our thoughts on the recent court 
ruling against Kamehameha 
Schools’ admissions policy.

We feel the judges needed 
to interpret the words and the 

intentions of Princess Bernice 
Pauahi Bishop within the time 
and context in which they were 
written. We feel that when 
she refers to the children of 
Hawai‘i, she is referring to the 
native children of Hawai‘i, as 
in the song Kaulana Nä Pua o 
Hawai‘i. Yes, famous are the 
children of Hawai‘i – the native 
children of Hawai‘i.

When the ali‘i referred to 
the children of Hawai‘i, they 
were referring to the children of 
Hawaiian descent. We’re sure, 
as Kelly Greenwell stated in his 
September letter, that Princess 
Bernice Pauahi Bishop would 
have wanted all of Hawai‘i’s 
children to be educated. But we 
do not think her intention was to 
set up a trust for everybody. Her 
trust was intended for Native 
Hawaiian children. She wanted 
to make sure they would have 
sufficient education to be able to 
survive and succeed in a Hawai‘i 
that was rapidly changing. She 
wanted to make sure Native 
Hawaiian children were not left 
behind. They had already lost 
so much.

Melvin and Audrey Sallas 
Seattle, Washington

Pauahi’s lands 

The reason to give preference 
to Hawaiian children entering 
Kamehameha Schools relies on 

the early practice of the Hawaiian 
managers (konohiki) when they 
carried out their responsibility to 
the people of the land in seeing 
that they were provided for in 
the traditional manner and that 
their needs were met. The lands 
given by several chiefs (kono-
hiki) to Pauahi Bishop to help 
build Kamehameha Schools was 
done under their own govern-
ment before the 1893 intervention 
and armed invasion of Hawai‘i, 
which ended in the annexing and 
colonizing of Hawai‘i against the 
wishes of the 38,000 Kü‘ë peti-
tioners of 1897. 

The Kamehameha lands and 
accompanying income should be 
used to educate those identified 
as the inhabitant tenants’ pres-
ent descendent children, who now 
possess the earned vested inter-
est in all the lands of Hawai‘i 
as declared in the 1848 Mähele. 
That is why Hawaiian children are 
attending Kamehameha Schools 
today: in effect the schools provide 
access to education for descendent 
children as in a private estate.

Buzzy Agard
Honolulu, O‘ahu

Political parties

This letter is in regards to 
Këhaulani Lum’s message, 
“Native Hawaiians: a thousand 
points of light” (from Chair 
Apoliona’s September column 

space). To begin with, President 
Grover Cleveland was not 
a Republican as stated in the 
message. He was a Democrat 
who spoke out against the 
overthrow of the Hawaiian 
monarchy. William McKinley, 
a Republican annexationist, 
became president and supported 
the overthrow.

It is also of interest that the 
very “conservative champions” 
mentioned (Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush Sr.) appointed 
the judges who voted against 
Kamehameha Schools’ admissions 
policy in the 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals’ recent ruling that Ms. 
Lum protested against. It was the 
judge appointed by Bill Clinton 
(a Democrat) who dissented 
and voted with Kamehameha 
Schools. 

In other words, Democrats 
have a much more pro-Hawaiian 
stance than do Republicans. If 
the Akaka Bill passes, it will have 
been written and introduced by 
Sen. Daniel Akaka, a Democrat, 
and very likely, even though 
they are in the minority, receive 
more Democratic votes than 
Republican, as its key opponents 
in Washington are Republicans. 
Democratic policies are simply 
better for the lives of common 
people, Hawaiian or otherwise.

Daniel Laraway
Kapahulu, O‘ahu

Haole cold shoulder

Tell the 9th Circuit Court: if 
Hawaiians don’t help Hawaiians, 
then who will? Not the welfare 
system or the unemployment 
office, both of which gave me 
a hard time when my wife was 
in the hospital and I had to 
watch my two little girls for 
three months. But haoles fresh 
off the plane could get cash and 
food stamps from a state welfare 
office, jump in their rented van 
with windsurfing equipment 
and talk about going down to a 
beach park to set up their tents 
and camping gear.

I’m tired of these haoles trying 
to sue OHA or Kamehameha 
Schools. What are they suing 
them for? For helping Hawaiians 
get ahead? I’m sure if we asked 
haoles for help, we would get 
the cold shoulder.

During the Kamehameha 
Schools rally and demonstration 
on Maui, along Ka‘ahumanu 
Avenue, I saw haoles put 
their heads down or grimace 
because they felt embarrassed 
by what someone of their own  
race caused.

Rodney Souza
Wailuku, Maui

Rejecting S.147

Hawai‘i and EnenKio nation 
kingdoms are not subject to 

Focus Letter

OHA reserves the right to edit all letters for length, defamatory and libelous material, and other objectionable content, and reserves the right not to print any submission. All letters must be typed, signed and not exceed 200 words. Letters cannot 
be published unless they include a telephone contact for verification. Send letters to Ka Wai Ola o OHA, 711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Ste. 500, Honolulu, HI 96813, or email kwo@oha.org. 
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United States law. The Akaka 
Bill violates international law. 
We kü‘ë (reject) the Akaka Bill 
pending in the U.S. Senate. 

Whereas, the United Nations, 
in U.N. General Assembly 
Resolution 66(1) on Dec. 14, 
1946, placed our homeland, Ka 
Pae ‘Äina ‘o Hawai‘i, on the 
U.N. list of non-self-governing 
territories eligible for decoloniza-
tion. Whereas, we, descendants 
of the nationals of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom independent state 
founded in 1810, who thrived 
in Ka Pae ‘Äina prior to the 
unlawful United States military 
invasion of 1893, and U.S. mili-
tary occupation and purported 
annexation in 1898, in violation 
of treaties and international law, 
have not been afforded the oppor-
tunity, unlike the peoples of other 
territories named on the said U.N. 
list, to exercise our full right of 
self-determination under interna-
tional law, including the option of 
full independence. 

Whereas, the United States 
itself formally recognized, in 

U.S. Congress Joint Apology 
Resolution (PL 103-150) signed 
by U.S. President William J. 
Clinton on Nov. 23, 1993, that 
we Kanaka Maoli people, who 
constituted the overwhelming 
majority of the nationals of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893-
1898, have never directly relin-
quished our inherent sovereignty 
nor our national lands to the 
United States. 

Therefore, we hereby respect-
fully request his excellency the 
secretary-general of the United 
Nations, Mr. Kofi Annan, and call 
upon her excellency the secretary 
of state of the United States, 
Ms. Condoleezza Rice, to inform 
U.S. Senate President Richard 
Cheney that the U.S. Senate’s 
consideration of the Akaka Bill 
(Native Hawaiian Government 
Reorganization Act of 2005), 
which purports to determine our 
political status, which we alone 
may determine, is a serious breach 
of international law, such that the 
U.S. Senate must immediately 
cease and desist from considering 

said bill any further. 

Robert Moore
Via the Internet

Unique language

This is in regards to Havaii Ta-
Umu-Arii’s letter to the editor 
(June 2005). I love the sound 
of the Hawaiian language. It is, 
to me, the most lovely and soft 
sounding language in the world. 
Even if I cannot understand all 
the words in a melody, a song 
will still move me. I need more 
information before I would so 
easily give up the Hawaiian 
sounds that speak to my soul.

I know that Hawai‘i was 
isolated for a long time. The 
Hawaiian language would have 
evolved over time, and one 
would expect variation from 
the original source. Asking 
Hawaiians to go back to the 
original Tahitian/Hivan root 
language seems to me like asking 
English-speaking people to go 

back to Latin. I wonder if early 
Europeans simply substituted 
familiar, previously interpreted, 
Polynesian languages (Tahitian) 
in early recordings of the 
Hawaiian language because they 
were already familiar with the 
Polynesian languages and did 
not appreciate the uniqueness 
of Hawai‘i. It certainly would 
have sufficed to bridge the 
communication gap.

I do not know linguistics, but 
it makes no sense to me that 
English speaking missionaries 
would have “dropped” the b, r, 
d, v and t letters that are part of 
their own Latin-based alphabet if 
they were “hearing” them from 
the Hawaiian speaking people. 
Perhaps, at that point in history 
and for the first time, the unique 
language of Hawai‘i was finally 
interpreted correctly?

June Tavares
Waima-nalo, O‘ahu

Vacant House seat

As a Hawaiian I am very disap-
pointed that Gov. Linda Lingle did 
not appoint Roy Benham, a well 
respected and experienced for-
mer Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
trustee, to the state House seat 
vacated by Rep. Kenneth Hiraki. 
With the low number of Hawaiian 
legislators in Hawai‘i’s capitol, 
the addition of such a respected 
statesman and a leader in the 
Hawaiian community would 
have provided a refreshing inter-
im legislative appointment as 
opposed to a newcomer to the 
Democratic Party who has failed 
to pay large debts and obligations 
as well as state and federal taxes 
over several years. I hope the 
governor is sincere in her sup-
port of Hawaiian issues, having 
looked over such a prominent and 
respected kupuna.

 
Bobby Leialoha Carter

Kailua, O‘ahu



By Sterling Kini Wong
Publications Editor

As Hawai‘i’s senators were working with 
Senate leaders in late September to 
schedule a vote on a newly amended 

version of the Akaka Bill, the federal Department 
of Justice issued a surprise statement outlining 
concerns over the bill’s constitutionality.

In response, the bill’s primary sponsor, Sen. 
Daniel Akaka, said he believes the bill will be 
deemed constitutional by the courts if it passes, 
and that he will continue to press for a vote on 
the issue. 

“I believe firmly in Congress’ authority to 
extend the federal policy of self-governance and 
self-determination to Native Hawaiians,” Akaka 
said in a written statement. “Although I realize 
and respect that there are those who have differ-
ing views, the bill is constitutional.”

The Justice Department’s concerns are not 
new; they were also raised in a July letter the 
department sent to Sen. John McCain, chairman 
of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs.

However, Hawai‘i’s senators and Gov. Linda 
Lingle, who had previously announced an agree-
ment with the Bush administration over amend-
ments to the bill, were taken by surprise on 
Sept. 21, when Justice Department spokesman 
John Nowacki told two Hawai‘i reporters that 
his department still has “substantial, unresolved 
constitutional concerns” about the bill. Nowacki 
pointed to the Supreme Court’s statement in the 
Rice v. Cayetano case that it is “a matter of some 

dispute” whether Congress may treat Native 
Hawaiians as it does Indian tribes.

In response, Rep. Ed Case said that, as the 
legal arm of the federal government, the Justice 
Department is just being cautious. “It is the 
courts, not the Department of Justice, that says 
what is constitutional,” Case said. “Since there’s 
no doubt opponents of federal recognition will 
litigate this issue, assuming [the Akaka Bill] 
passes, the question should and will eventually 
be settled by the courts.”

Akaka offers amendments

Justice’s statement came at a point when 
Hawai‘i’s congressional delegation and state 
administration had just finished discussions 
with the department and other federal officials 
to work out the Bush administration’s policy 
concerns over the bill. Several amendments were 
born out of those discussions, including a con-
troversial one that prohibits Native Hawaiians 
from suing the U.S. for any land claims. Instead, 
the amendment states that Native Hawaiian land 
claims must be settled during the negotiations 
process between the Native Hawaiian governing 
entity, and the federal and state governments. 
(See analysis by Charles Wilkinson.)

In a press release announcing the amend-
ments on Sept. 16, Akaka said that the bill’s 
new language on land claims represents a com-
promise between the administration’s desire to 

limit the liability of the federal government and 
the Hawai‘i senators’ belief that the measure 
should not settle or extinguish any claims. 

“I have always said that longstanding issues, 
including land claims, were to be addressed in 
the process of reconciliation – an ongoing dia-
logue between Native Hawaiians and the United 
States,” Akaka said. “While I have always 
sought to protect any claims that may exist, it 
has never been my intent that this bill be used to 
create a claim against the United States.”

Other amendments addressed the administra-
tion’s concerns about the Akaka Bill’s impact 
on military readiness, gaming and criminal 
jurisdiction (see sidebar).

Congressman Neil Abercrombie said that the 
new amendments address the administration’s 
key concerns about the bill. “For the bill’s pros-
pects in the House, the only question now is 
whether the president will give his unambiguous 
endorsement,” he said. “That will put the goal of 
Native Hawaiian recognition within reach.”

Sen. Daniel Inouye added that the amend-
ments mark a “significant milestone along 
the road to federal recognition of Native 
Hawaiians.”

Senators had been scheduled to take a pro-
cedural vote on Sept. 6 that would force a 
debate and final vote on the bill. However, 
that vote was postponed indefinitely due to the 
emergency created by Hurricane Katrina and 
the confirmation hearings for Supreme Court 
Justice nominee John Roberts.

Gov. Linda Lingle told local media recently 
that she heard that the Senate could debate the 
Akaka Bill as early as the last week of October, 
and said she might return to Washington to 
lobby for the measure.  
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Analysis by Charles Wilkinson

Editor’s note: Charles 
Wilkinson is a distin-
guished professor of 
law at the University 
of Colorado and 

an expert in Indian and constitu-
tional law who has been advising 
OHA on legal issues related to the  
Akaka Bill.

After six long years – and 
many years of preparation 

before that – the Akaka Bill is 
finally on the cusp of passage. 
Negotiations of the past few 
weeks among the Hawaiian con-
gressional delegation, the state of 
Hawai‘i and Bush administration 
officials have resulted in amend-
ments that are technical in nature, 

but, because of the importance 
of the legislation, deserve to be 
looked at closely. The principal 
additions have to do with land 
and money claims by the new 
Hawaiian government.

The key to grasping these mat-
ters is an understanding of sover-
eign immunity. This ancient – and 
outmoded – doctrine comes from 
Old England. Because, it was 
reasoned back then, “the King 
can do no wrong,” a sovereign 
cannot be sued unless it gives its 
consent.

When the United States broke 
away from England, it kept many 
elements of British law, includ-
ing the doctrine of sovereign 
immunity. Right or wrong, the 
rule remains in effect today. The 
United States and the state of 

Hawai‘i (and native governments) 
cannot be sued unless they agree 
to be sued. This applies to mat-
ters large and small, from a major 
land claim to a fender-bender 
caused by a government driver.

Obviously, the immunity doc-
trine can easily cause unfairness. 
Congress and state legislatures 
have authorized waivers of their 
immunity that cover many dif-
ferent kinds of injuries the gov-
ernments or their employees 
cause. But sovereign immunity 
has never been waived outright. 
In particular, waivers involving 
federal and state lands have been 
few and narrow.

Therefore, in the kind of twists 
and turns that the law some-
times takes, it is possible to have 
an entirely valid claim against a 

government—except that no law-
suit can be brought because the 
government has not waived its 
sovereign immunity.

Before the Akaka Bill was 
introduced, there were no sov-
ereign immunity waivers that 
applied to damages caused by 
the overthrow and other his-
toric events. For example, when 
Congress apologized for the 
overthrow, there was no waiver 
of sovereign immunity that would 
allow suits to be brought.

From the beginning, the Akaka 
Bill was neutral on claims. The 
delegation knew that it would 
not be politically possible to cre-
ate new claims—and a large and 
unknown federal financial liabil-
ity—by waiving federal sover-
eignty. On the other hand, the 

delegation and the state were ada-
mant that it would be immoral to 
extinguish claims that would be 
valid except for sovereign immu-
nity.

That didn’t stop opponents of 
Native Hawaiians, including some 
administration members, from 
attempting to extinguish Native 
Hawaiian claims. Recently, they 
made another push to put extin-
guishment language in the bill.

The delegation and state held 
firm. Although the administration 
insisted on additional verbiage 
in Section 8, in the end there is 
no change on immunity. The key 
phrase is that the federal govern-
ment and the state each “retain” 
their existing sovereignty immu-

See WILKINSON on page 27

Akaka amendments

The Department of Justice’s 
policy issue concerns and the 
amendments that address them 
include:

Claims – amendment pro-
hibits Native Hawaiians from 
suing the federal government 
for breach of trust, land and 
other claims. Instead, these 
claims may be resolved in the 
negotiations process between 
the Native Hawaiian govern-
ing entity and federal and state  
governments.

Military readiness
– amendment exempts the 
Department of Defense from the 
required consultations between 
federal agencies and the Native 
Hawaiian governing entity.

Gaming – amendment pro-
hibits gaming by the Native 
Hawaiian governing entity under 
any federal law in Hawai‘i or in 
any other state or territory.

Criminal jurisdiction
– amendment clarifies that civil 
and criminal jurisdiction cur-
rently held by the state and 
federal governments will remain 
with those bodies unless other-
wise negotiated with the Native 
Hawaiian governing entity.

For more detail on the amend-
ments, visit akaka.senate.gov.

Justice’s constitutional concerns 
won’t stop bill, Akaka says

Resolution of claims through negotiations could be better than courts
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By Derek Ferrar 
Public Information Specialist

On Aug. 31, the 9th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals partially 
reversed a lower court’s dismissal 

of a lawsuit that seeks to have the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs and other govern-
ment programs benefiting Hawaiians 
declared unconstitutional.

While the appeals court affirmed that 
the plaintiffs in the Arakaki v. Lingle case 
cannot challenge federally mandated ben-
efits such as Hawaiian Home Lands and 
the ceded lands trust – from which OHA 
receives the bulk of its revenues – it ruled 
that they can sue over the agency’s use of 
state tax funds. The San Francisco-based 
court ordered the case to be sent back 
to federal district court in Hawai‘i for 
retrial on the tax revenue issue.

“The ruling demonstrates that the 
courts and their doctrines do not favor 
Hawai‘i’s native people,” said Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs Chairperson Haunani 
Apoliona. “Only by establishing a 
political relationship with the United 
Stated can we hope to eliminate these 

dire threats to our existence once and  
for all.”

Gov. Linda Lingle said after the release 
of the ruling that her administration is 
“committed to defending OHA’s right 
to receive state funds to carry out its 
important purpose, and we will fight 
vigorously any attempt to take anything 
away from the Hawaiian people. These 
programs are right, they’re just, they’re 
constitutional, they’re fair and they’re the 
right thing to do.”

Meanwhile, H. William Burgess, the 
attorney for former Honolulu policeman 
Earl Arakaki and the 13 other plaintiffs 
in the case, told the press that while he 
was pleased with the portion of the rul-
ing that allows the tax-revenue challenge 
to go forward, “we are disappointed 
that the court narrowed the scope of our 
suit as much as it did” by exempting 
Hawaiian Home Lands and the ceded 
lands trust. Expressing his ambiva-
lence over the ruling, Burgess told The 
Honolulu Advertiser that “it’s like being 
kissed by your sister.”

The three-judge panel of the appeals 

court unanimously rejected U.S. District 
Judge Susan Oki Mollway’s earlier dis-
missal of the suit on the grounds that 
Congress has not yet settled the ques-
tion of Native Hawaiians’ political sta-
tus. The appeals judges said that even 
if  Congress extends federal recognition 
to Native Hawaiians similar to Native 
American tribes, the courts would still 
have to determine whether OHA’s ben-
efits to Hawaiians are based on race or  
on tribal status.

The court ruled, however, that the 
plaintiffs cannot challenge the Hawaiian 
Homes program or OHA’s ceded lands 
revenue – including the $136.5 mil-
lion settlement the agency received from 
the state in 1993 – because they don’t 
have standing to sue the United States, 
which mandated both Hawaiian Homes 
and the ceded lands trust in the fed-
eral Admissions Act that made Hawai‘i 
a state.

“The United States is an indispensable 
party to the challenge to the expenditure 
of trust revenue, and yet Plaintiffs can-
not establish standing to sue the United 
States either as taxpayers or as trust ben-
eficiaries,” the appeals ruling stated.

OHA receives approximately $2.8 
million per year in state tax revenue, 
or roughly 10 percent of the agency’s 
total annual budget of $28 million, the 
remainder of which comes from the 
ceded lands trust. Much of the state 
tax revenue is used to fund three pro-
grams that directly benefit Hawaiians: 
Alu Like, the Native Hawaiian Legal 
Corp. and the Nä Pua No‘eau educational 
enrichment program.

The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals’ 
decision in the Arakaki case marked the 
second time in a month that the appeals 
court ruled against Hawaiian programs. 
On Aug. 2, a three-judge panel, includ-
ing two of the same judges that heard  
the OHA case, ruled that Kamehameha 
Schools’ Hawaiian-preference admis-
sions policy violates federal civil-rights 
law. School officials have filed a petition 
for a rehearing of that ruling by a larger 
panel of 9th Circuit judges. If that peti-
tion fails, they have vowed to take the 
case to U.S. Supreme Court. 

DOUBLE WHAMMY
Courts rule against OHA in Arakaki, ceded lands cases

Appeals court allows challenge to use of  tax funds 

By Derek Ferrar 
Public Information Specialist

The Hawai‘i Supreme Court has 
rejected OHA’s claim to as much as 
$300 million that the agency says it 
should have received in ceded lands 
revenue from Honolulu International 
Airport activities. In its Sept. 9 rul-
ing, the court affirmed the 2003 
dismissal of a lawsuit that OHA filed 
against the state to recover the funds. 
OHA said in the suit that the state 
should have done more to prevent the 
passage of a 1997 federal law that 
banned payments of airport revenue 
to OHA.

In addition, the court affirmed the 
lower court’s assertion that OHA 
must turn to the state Legislature 
to determine how much the agency 
may recover and to arrive at a final 
formula for calculating the total pub-
lic land trust revenue that is due 
to OHA on behalf of its Hawaiian 
beneficiaries.

OHA’s attorney in the case, for-
mer Hawai‘i Supreme Court Justice 
Robert Klein, told The Honolulu 
Advertiser on behalf of the agency’s 
beneficiaries that they were “very 
disappointed” by the ruling. Klein 
said OHA would now draft new legis-
lation and work with the Legislature 
and the governor to reach a settle-
ment on ceded lands revenue. “The 
courts certainly aren’t giving OHA 
any relief,” he told the paper.

OHA and the state have long been 
at odds over ceded lands issues, such 
as revenue from activities related 
to, but not directly on, ceded lands 
(see lawsuit timeline). One example 
is state revenue from the Waikïkï 
duty-free shop, which does not sit 
on ceded lands, but is an extension 
of the duty-free operation at the 

State Supreme 
Court rejects 
OHA’s airport 
lands claim

Hawaiian homesteaders lend support during the appeals court’s hearing of the Arakaki case.   Photo: Sterling Kini Wong

See CEDED LANDS on page 13
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By Sterling Kini Wong
Publications Editor

As Ka Wai Ola went 
to print in late 
September, a deci-

sion was due imminently on 
Kamehameha Schools’ request 
for a rehearing of a federal 
appeals court’s ruling that the 
schools’ Hawaiian-preference 
admission policy violates fed-
eral civil rights laws.

In early August, a three-
judge panel of the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of appeals ruled 
2-1 that the school’s 117-year-
old admissions policy is illegal 
because it acts as an “abso-
lute bar” to non-Hawaiians. 
Kamehameha Schools’ attor-
neys subsequently petitioned 
to invoke a process called “en 
banc,” in which a panel of 11 
judges would review the case 
and issue another ruling.

On Sept. 14, the attor-
neys for a non-Hawaiian stu-
dent who has been prevented 
from attending Kamehameha 
Schools filed a statement urg-
ing the court not to rehear the 
case because it “involves no 
dramatic or unusual conclu-
sion of law.” In addition, one 

of the boy’s attorneys said that 
if the student isn’t allowed to 
attend the school before he 
graduates in the summer, they 
may seek monetary damages. 
“That’s not what the client is in 
for; he wants to go to school,” 
attorney Eric Grant told the 
Associated Press. He did not 
specify how much money they 
might seek.

Meanwhile, support for the 
school continued to multiply. 
Twelve friends-of-the-court briefs 
in support of rehearing the case 
were filed by a wide range of 
national and local organiza-
tions, including the National 
Association of Independent 
Schools, which has a member-
ship of 1,200 private schools 
from across the nation. In its 
brief, the organization stated 
that “the panel majority decision 
represents an unprecedented 
judicial intrusion into the very 
core of the remedial mission of 
a completely privately funded 
independent school.”

Other national supporters of 
Kamehameha Schools include 
the National Indian Education 
Association, the Alaskan Federal 
of Natives and the Equal Justice 
Society. 

Rehearing decision due 
in Kamehameha case
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By Sterling Kini Wong
Publications Editor

On Sept. 20, the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals 
suspended a District 

Court judge’s order requiring 
Hui Mälama i Nä Küpuna o 
Hawai‘i Nei to retrieve 83 price-
less artifacts it had sealed in a 
Kawaihae cave. The 9th Circuit 
Court’s decision delays a Sept. 
23 deadline that District Court 
Judge David Ezra had set for the 
items to be returned to Bishop 
Museum. The items will remain 
where they are until the appeals 
court hears arguments on the 
case in December. 

Alan Murakami, litigation 
director of the Native Hawaiian 
Legal Corp., the legal firm repre-
senting Hui Mälama, said that he 
was pleased with the ruling. He 
said that by rendering this deci-
sion he believes the 9th Circuit 
recognizes that the items are not 
suffering “real harm” by remain-
ing in the cave, and that the 
lower court’s deadline to retrieve 
the artifacts was unnecessary.

La‘akea Suganuma, president 
of the Royal Hawaiian Academy 
of Traditional Arts, one of the 
groups that filed a lawsuit to 
have the items returned, dis-
agreed. While he acknowledged 
that the case is complicated and 
said he understands that the 
higher court wants to hear argu-
ments from both sides, he said 
he is still concerned about the 
security of the cave.

“The delay gives more time for 
a possible break-in by thieves,” 
he said. “But it’s another stop 
we have to take; everything has 
its own timing.”

The 83 artifacts were original-
ly removed from the Kawaihae 
cave by David Forbes and his 
expedition about a century ago 
and sold to Bishop Museum. 
The current controversy started 
in February 2000, when Bishop 

Museum signed a one-year loan 
of the artifacts to Hui Mälama. 
At the time, the group was one 
of four claimants recognized by 
the museum under the federal 
repatriation process. Hui Mälama 
has said that after receiving the 
artifacts it reburied them in the 
Kawaihae cave, located on the 
Kohala Coast of Hawai‘i island. 
The group has since refused the 
museum’s requests to return the 
artifacts.

S i n c e 
the loan, 
the advi-
sory com-
mittee for 
the fed-
eral Native 
American 
G r a v e s 
Protection 

and Repatriation Act, the law 
that governs native burials, has 
twice ruled that the repatriation 
was flawed and incomplete. 

In August, the Royal Hawaiian 
Academy of Traditional Arts 
and Nä Lei Ali‘i Kawänanakoa, 
two of the 14 current claimants 
recognized by the museum for 
the 83 artifacts, filed a lawsuit 
demanding that Hui Mälama 
return the items.

In early September, Ezra 
ordered Hui Mälama to return 
the items by Sept. 23. In his 
order, Ezra said that leaving the 
artifacts in the cave would mean 
the items would be at “seri-
ous risk of irreparable harm” 
because they are highly prized 
by thieves and are vulnerable to 
deterioration by the elements. 

Five days later, Hui Mälama’s 
attorneys filed an appeal to the 
higher court, claiming that Ezra’s 
ruling violated the group mem-
bers’ First Amendment right to 
exercise free religion. The group 
called Ezra’s ruling “culturally 
repugnant” and characterized 
it as an “order to steal from 
the dead.”

“In Hawaiian culture, this act 
carries severe spiritual conse-
quences for anyone involved,” 
Hui Mälama’s appeal request 
said. “It 
would be 
an extreme 
h e w a 
( w r o n g ) 
for any Hui 
M ä l a m a 
member to 
take part 
in efforts 
to enter the 
burial caves for the purpose of 
removing the moepü [funerary 
objects], which are viewed as 
the rightful possessions of the 
iwi küpuna (ancestors) buried 
in the cave.”

Further, the mason who 
sealed the cave shut after the 
artifacts were reburied said 
that any attempt to reopen the 
cave will cause it to collapse. 
However, the attorneys for the 
Royal Hawaiian Academy and 
Nä Lei Ali‘i Kawänanakoa dis-
pute the mason’s claim. They 
noted in their appeal response 
that in a separate repatria-
tion case several weeks ago, 
Hui Mälama stated that they 
wanted to return several more 
artifacts that were being held 
by the National Park Service 
at Volcanoes National Park 
into the same Kawaihae caves 
they said would collapse if 
reopened.

“The reason should be obvi-
ous: Until the filing of [this] 
lawsuit there was no impedi-
ment to opening the caves,” 
said the attorneys for the Royal 
Hawaiian Academy and Nä Lei 
Ali‘i Kawänanakoa.

Moreover, Suganuma said he 
disagrees with Hui Mälama’s 
classification of the 83 arti-
facts as moepü and called 
the group’s traditional burial 
practices “modern creations of 
its founders.” 

Appeals court allows artifacts 
to remain in Kawaihae cave
Judge had earlier ordered that the objects would have to 
be returned to Bishop Museum by Sept. 23

Kamehameha Schools supporter shows off her T-shirt at the schools’ \Aug. 6 rally.  
    Photo: Sterling Kini Wong

Suganuma

Ayau
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Waia-hole land  
transfer rescinded

The members of the Waiähole 
community have staved off 
another round of controversial 
evictions, the latest series com-
ing 30 years after protests in 
the valley helped define the 
antidevelopment movement of  
the 1970s.

In August, the state Housing 
and Community Development 
Corporation (HCDC) rescind-
ed its transfer of 750 acres 
in Waiähole Valley to the 
Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands (DHHL). The transfer was 
part of an ambitious effort to 
develop 3,500 homes for Native 
Hawaiians of at least 50 per-
cent blood quantum. The multi-
agency initiative transferred 
properties on O‘ahu, Maui and 
Hawai‘i island – 1,800 acres in all 
– to DHHL.

The controversy started 
when the HCDC mailed evic-
tion notices to residential and 
agricultural lessees in Waiähole. 

The eviction notices triggered 
an outcry from the Waiähole 
and Waikäne communities, and 
the HCDC board subsequently 
voted not to force anyone off  
their property.

 The state Legislature seemed 
to seal the fate of the transfer 
when lawmakers unanimously 
passed a resolution in opposition 
to it during the last legislative ses-
sion. Finally, on Aug. 18, HCDC 
Executive Director Stephanie 
Aveiro apologized for the trans-
fer, which she said was the result 
of the agency not understanding 
the Waiähole community’s his-
tory.

During the development boom 
of the 1970s, the landowner of 
Waiähole and Waikane valleys 
attempted to evict the farmers 
and families of the area in order 
to build a housing development. 
The two communities banded 
together and fought a long battle 
to maintain the rural complexion 
of their valleys. The state eventu-
ally bought the valley and resi-
dents signed leases with the state  
in 1995.

Conservation group 
named curator of 
Kawainui site

The cultural and environmen-
tal conservation group ‘Ahahui 
Mälama i ka Lökahi has been 
named cultural curator of the 
Nä Pöhaku o Hauwahine site in 
Kawainui Marsh. The group’s 
president, Chuck Burrows, 
told The Honolulu Advertiser 
that action follows seven years 
of stewardship of the site by 
‘Ahahui Mälama i ka Lökahi, 
which has invested more than 
$170,000 worth of community 
volunteer labor and $200,000 
in grants.

The group, which also tends 
several other sites in Kawainui, 
sought the designation after the 
state Land Division proposed 
a $2,000-a-month fee for the 
group to continue its activities 
there, including preserving the 
site, restoring it to its natu-
ral condition and conducting 
guided tours, Burrows told The 

Advertiser.
“Under the curatorship agree-

ment, it’s doing what we were 
doing in the past but not paying 
the money for it,” he said.

The Nä Pöhaku o Hauwahine 
site consists of massive basalt 
boulders formed long ago by 
ponded lava in the heart of 
the Ko‘olau volcano. Since no 
ancient name survives for the 
12-acre site, the volunteers who 
have been restoring native dry-
land forest there have taken to 
calling them after Kawainui’s 
guardian mo‘o, Hauwahine, 
who is said to have sunned her-
self with her companions on 
just such rocks.

‘Ahahui Mälama i ka Lökahi 
will sign a five-year contract 
defining the scope of its respon-
sibilities as curator, including 
restoration efforts, education-
al programs and developing a 
long-term management strat-
egy. Burrows said the group 
was started to help bridge 
the gap that has often exist-
ed between Hawaiian cultural 
people and environmentalists. 
“It’s important especially that 
Hawaiians become involved in 
these efforts,” Burrows says. 
“Not only to practice our tradi-
tions, but because, as the host 
culture, it’s important that we 
educate others about caring for 
the ‘äina.”

Hawaiian profes-
sionals honored at 
CNHA conference

A number of Hawaiian 
professionals and organiza-

tions received awards at the 
Council for Native Hawaiian 
Advancement’s 2005 Native 
Hawaiian Conference, held 
Aug. 30-Sept. 2. This year’s 
conference drew more than 
1,100 people, the largest crowd 
to attend the conference since 
it was started four years ago 
to focus on the development 
of the Native Hawaiian com-
munity. The theme was Na 
Wai ke Kuleana? Na Käkou! 
– Whose is Responsible? We All 
Are! Topics discussed included 
Native Hawaiian health, edu-
cation, housing, cultural pres-
ervation, arts and economic  
development.

The Native Hawaiian Business 
Award was won by Nä Mea 
Hawai‘i/Native Books. Nä Mea 
Hawai‘i is a spin-off of Native 
Books and Beautiful Things, 
which Maile Meyer started more 
than ten years ago. The stores 
focus on selling products that 
not only relate to Hawai‘i, but 
are also sensitive to Hawaiian 
culture. Nä Mea Hawai‘i cur-
rently has two locations, at 
Ward Warehouse and the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village, and a website,  
nativebooks.revacommsb.com.

Other award winners were:

•  Native Hawaiian Education 
Award: Alice Kawakami, 
president of the Institute for 
Native Pacific Education And 
Culture (INPEACE); Kathryn 
Au, secretary of INPEACE; 
Sherlyn Franklin Goo, execu-
tive director of INPEACE;

•  Native Hawaiian Health 
Award: Benjamin Young, 
director of the Native 
Hawaiian Center of 
Excellence at the John A. 
Burns School of Medicine;

•  Native Hawaiian Nonprofit 
Award: Alu Like Inc., 30-
year-old Native Hawaiian 
service organization; and

•  Native Hawaiian Advocate 
Award: Adelaide “Frenchy” 
DeSoto and Kina‘u Boyd 
Kamali‘i, two longtime 
Hawaiian activists.
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See BRIEFS on page 13

We offer a comprehensive approach to homeownership!
Homebuyer Education
One-on-One Counseling

Mortgage Loans
Down Payment / Closing Cost Programs

Call us today for more information.
Register for homebuyer education or apply for a mortgage.

Oahu 587-7886 • Maui 760-5100

Specializing in financing for Hawaiian Home Lands.

Kokua Laulima No Ka ‘Aina
Your Hand to the Land

‘Ahahui Mālama i ka Lōkahi President Chuck 
Burrows at the Nā Pōhaku site. 
 Photo: Derek Ferrar
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Wao Kele o Puna
Area:
Two parcels comprising 
25,856 acres.

Habitat:
Lowland native rainforest, 
primarily ‘öhi‘a.

Key species:
Plants include häpu‘u fern, 
‘ie‘ie vine, hala, köpiko and 
many other rarer species; 
birds include ‘io (Hawaiian 
hawk), pe‘ape‘a (Hawaiian 
bat), ‘apapane and ‘amakihi 
honeycreepers, and pos-
sibly ‘ö‘ü, a finch-like hon-
eycreeper that is feared 
extinct, although many 
believe still exists within 
the forest.

Zoning:
Conservation

Cultural importance:
Gathering resource for tra-
ditional Hawaiian practices, 
seen by practitioners as a 
kinolau, or physical form, 
of deities.

Ownership:
Originally crown and 
government lands of the 
Hawaiian kingdom, “ceded” 
to the U.S. at annexation 
and transferred to state 
government at statehood. 
Declared a Natural Area 
Reserve by the state in 
1981, but then transferred 
to Campbell Estate in a land 
swap to facilitate geothermal 
development that was later 
abandoned.

By Sterling Kini Wong
Publications Editor

F
or two decades, Hawai‘i 
island’s Wao Kele o Puna, 
the state’s last unprotected 

large lowland native rainforest, 
was the center of a bitter dis-
pute over geothermal drilling 
and Native Hawaiian gathering 
rights. The controversy surround-
ing the 25,856-acre rainforest 
was marked by emotional pro-
tests, arrests and years of litiga-
tion. Now, a conservation agree-
ment announced last month could 
bring about a peaceful resolution 
to the dispute and place the forest 
back into Hawaiian hands. 

The agreement, which was 
made possible by a partner-
ship between the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs, the 
state Department 
of Land and 
N a t u r a l 

Resources, the federal Forest 
Service’s Forest Legacy program, 
the nonprofit Trust for Public 
Land and the property’s current 
owner, Campbell Estate, would 
pave the way for Wao Kele o Puna 
to become OHA’s first major land 
acquisition and ensure that the 
vast forest area is protected from 
development.

“We took a stand for this land 
two decades ago in the courts and 
have never given up the fight to 
find a permanent way to protect 
this forest,” said Pele Defense 
Fund President Palikapu Dedman, 
who was among the dozens of 
people arrested 
f o r  

protesting geothermal drilling in 
the late 1980s. “We are looking 
forward to working with OHA 
and [the state] to keep this for-
est healthy and thriving. It’s 
our responsibility as much as 
it is our right to mälama this 
place that means so much to 
our community.”

“The äina is the foundation 
of our culture,” said OHA Chair 
Haunani Apoliona. “Our abil-
ity to protect such a rich and 
symbolic resource means that 
future generations in Hawai‘i 
will benefit from our collec-

tive vision and foresight in 
protecting tradi-

tional 

lands and resources.”
Under the terms of the plan, 

OHA would contribute $250,000 
to an already secured $3.4 mil-
lion in federal Forest Legacy 
funds to purchase the property 
from Campbell Estate, which is 
selling the site at a discounted 
price. The Trust for Public Land 
(TPL) would acquire the land 
next year and later transfer the 
property to OHA. The agency 
would then hold the property 
until it could convey the land to 
the yet-to-be-created Hawaiian 
governing entity.

Until that time, OHA and 
the DLNR will work together 
to manage Wao Kele o Puna. 
OHA is already committed to 

spending up to $228,000 
a year to manage the 

forest and has 
also agreed 

to work 

Hilo

Wao Kele o Puna

P U T T I N G  H A W A I I A N  L A N D S  I N  

Opponents of geothermal drilling join hands in a 1990 protest at Wao Kele o Puna.  Photo: G. Brad Lewis

Map Area
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Evolution of a solution

T
he dispute over Wao 
Kele o Puna started in 
the 1980s, when the state 

was exploring geothermal 
energy, which uses natural 
steam from wells drilled 
into volcanoes to generate 
electricity, as an alterna-
tive to oil. In 1987, the 
state transferred Wao Kele 
o Puna, a portion of which 
it had already designated as 
a Natural Area Reserve, to 
Campbell Estate to develop 
geothermal power plants. The 
plan, however, was met with 
strong resistance from envi-
ronmentalist and members of 
the Native Hawaiian commu-
nity, who saw the drilling as 
a desecration of the volcano 
goddess Pele’s form. 

The Pele Defense Fund, 
led by Native Hawaiians 
from Puna, took the state and 
Campbell Estate to court over 
the project. The group chal-
lenged whether the state could 
give up control of ceded lands 
such as Wao Kele o Puna and 
argued that private landown-
ers have to provide access on 
undeveloped land for tradition-
al Native Hawaiian practices. 

The estate subsequently 
determined that geothermal 
mining in the forest would be 
unprofitable. The property has 
lain idle since, and because 
the estate is set to dissolve by 
January 2007, it put the forest 
up for sale.

The Pele Defense Fund 
learned about the sale and 
solicited help from TPL to 
acquire the property. Palikapu 
Dedman, the fund’s president, 
said that for Hawaiians the 
conservation agreement is a 
welcome respite from the court 
rulings that have gone against 
their programs and institutions 
in recent months.

“I hope the future has more 
of these kind of wins,” he said. 
“We found common ground, 
which was the love of Hawai‘i. 
So we got that as our motive to 
move forward.”

with the state to plug a geother-
mal well located on the prop-
erty, an undertaking that could 
cost between $400,000 and  
$1.5 million. 

Regardless of the cost, most 
agree that protecting Wao Kele 
o Puna is vital. The rainfor-
est provides habitat for more 
than 200 native Hawaiian plant 

and animal species, including 
several that are listed as threat-
ened or endangered. In addition, 
the area, located near Hawai‘i 
Volcanoes National Park, is con-
sidered a critical seed bank for 
the regrowth of native forests 
that have been covered by lava 
flows. The forest also contrib-
utes more than 20 percent of 

the water in the Pähoa aquifer, 
the single largest drinking water 
source on Hawai‘i island. Wao 
Kele o Puna is also important to 
Native Hawaiian families who 
have for centuries consistently 
used the property for traditional 
hunting, gathering and religious 
practices. 

“This rare ecosystem com-

prises the last intact lowland 
native forest of its kind,” DLNR 
Chair Peter Young said. “The 
benefit [of the agreement] is 
going beyond the transfer of this 
land to OHA. In partnering with 
OHA, DLNR will assist in rein-
vigorating the Native Hawaiian 
communities’ capacity to man-
age land.” 

“This rare ecosystem comprises the last intact lowland native forest of its kind” 

The ‘apapane honeycreeper (top) and ‘io (Hawaiian hawk) are among Wao Kele o Puna’s 
surviving native species. Photos: Jack Jeffrey

MA
-
LAMA ‘A

-
INA  •  CAR ING  FOR  THE  L AND



1 2  |  ‘ O K A K O P A 2 0 0 5

Investing in conservation

Prominent cultural sites that 
have been or could be saved 
from development include:

Kokoiki &  Mo‘okini Heiau

Although state ownership of Kokoiki – 
the birthplace of Kamehameha I – and 
Mo‘okini Heiau ensures the sites’ protec-
tion, the private lands surrounding them 
were recently subdivided and put up for 
sale. In an effort to maintain the cultural 
integrity of the sites, Kamehameha Schools 
is in the process of finalizing a deal with 
two private owners to purchase the 163 
acres encircling the sites for $5.2 million. 
“The return on the purchase of the parcels 
will be in culture and education, not in eco-
nomics,” said the director of the school’s 
land division, Neil Hannahs.

Moloka‘i Ranch

Occupying lands once owned by Princess 
Bernice Pauahi Bishop, Moloka‘i Properties 
Ltd. (formerly Moloka‘i Ranch) has long 
butted heads with the island’s Native 
Hawaiian community. The company, whose 
parent corporation is based in Singapore 
and has roots in Aotearoa (New Zealand), 
is now offering a controversial truce: in 
return for allowing Moloka‘i Properties to 
build a 200-lot luxury residential develop-
ment at Lä‘au Point, the company would 
place 29,200 acres of its land into a com-
munity trust. On top of that, the company 
would set aside another 29,000 acres for 
agricultural and open space easements. 
Altogether, the lands included in the agree-
ment account for 85 percent of the former 
ranch’s property – and one third of the 

entire island. The community has yet to 
agree to the deal.

Keolonähihi State Park

While it was purchased before the Legacy 
Lands Act was passed, the acquisition of 
this 1.25-acre parcel in Kailua-Kona rep-
resents an example of the type of cultural 
preservation the state may look into. In 
May, the state released $600,000, which 
was matched by federal funds, to buy a 
parcel that connected two sites the state 
already owns. The first site is the 12-
acre Keolonähihi State Park, located makai 
of Ali‘i Drive. The other is the 16-acre 
Keäkealaniwahine complex on the mauka 
side of the highway. Together, the three 
sites comprise the Hölualoa Royal Center 
and contain numerous archaeological fea-

tures. The owner of the parcel had origi-
nally planned to turn it into a condominium 
development before agreeing to sell it to 
the state.

Mü‘olea Point

One of TPL’s more recent projects was a 
deal to protect this 70-acre site in Häna, 
Maui, which is the home of a heiau and 
King Kaläkaua’s summer residence. TPL 
purchased the property from a private 
owner for $4 million using a combination 
of federal, county, state and private funding 
(including $342,000 from OHA) and then 
transferred the parcel to Maui County in 
February. A Häna community group will 
advise the county on how the property 
should be managed 

By Sterling Kini Wong
Publications Editor

Wao Kele o Puna isn’t 
the only cultur-
ally important site 

that has made its way onto the 
state’s booming real estate mar-
ket. Native Hawaiians are seeing 
more and more of their cultural 
sites, such as Kaua‘i’s 580-year-
old Menehune Fishpond, going 
up for sale as land owners try to 
capitalize on skyrocketing prop-
erty prices.

Fortunately, there are efforts 
underway to save such prop-
erties from development. The 

Trust for Public Land (TPL), 
the San Francisco-based non-
profit organization that helped 
put together the Wao Kele o 
Puna conservation agreement, 
has recently taken a leading role 
in this movement. TPL seeks out 
federal grants, teams up with 
private organizations and raises 
funds to fulfill its mission of 
conserving land for people.

Since it opened an office in 
Honolulu in 1998, TPL has 
orchestrated eight land acquisi-
tions in Hawai‘i. Josh Stanbro, 
the trust’s Hawai‘i project man-
ager, said that while the organi-
zation tries to encourage land-

owners to sell their properties 
for the right reasons, they also 
want communities to take a pro-
active approach to protecting the 
lands in their backyards. 

“It’s incumbent upon com-
munities to get educated on 
the financial resources that are 
available to them to buy and 
protect their lands,” he said, 
pointing out that there are land 
trusts on nearly every island. 
“[TPL] is just another tool in the 
toolbox.”

Earlier this year, the state 
added another tool to that box. In 
June, Gov. Linda Lingle signed 
the Legacy Lands Act, which 

allows the state to use funds from 
an increased real-estate convey-
ance tax to purchase lands for 
conservation. Although most 
environmentalists lauded the pas-
sage of the act, some say that 
only a limited amount of land can 
be protected with the approxi-
mately $3.5 million a year the 
state estimates will be placed in 
the Legacy Lands Fund.

Nevertheless, state Department 
of Natural Resources Director 
Peter Young has big plans for the 
program. He said that when the 
state considers what properties it 
should purchase with money from 
the fund, it shouldn’t be limited to 

only lands that are on the market. 
“We should approach landowners 
who have land that we think is an 
important resource to preserve,”  
he said.

With no end to the state’s real 
estate boom in sight, and with 
other culturally significant sites 
soon to be on the market (think 
Moanalua Gardens), communities 
can now pursue several options to 
preserve places that are valuable 
to them. Said Blake McElheny of 
O‘ahu’s North Shore Community 
Land Trust: “People who have the 
most at stake have opportunities to 
define for themselves the future of 
their communities.”  

Amid Hawai‘i’s booming real estate market, efforts are being made to save culturally important lands by buying them

Mu-‘olea Point (left) and the lands surrounding Mo‘okini Heiau (above) are two culturally important sites that will be 
protected from development thanks to land purchases. Photos: KWO Archive 
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By Manu Boyd
Public Information Director

In an unprecedented convoy to Kükaniloko 
in solidarity with efforts to protect cul-
tural sites, more than 200 supporters of 

Hawaiian rights gathered at the central O‘ahu 
wahi pana (storied place) on Sept. 4 to honor 
ancestors and ‘äina.

Under the banner of “Kü i ka Pono” (stand 
up for justice), the ‘Ïlio‘ulaokalani Coalition 
and numerous organizations and individuals 
bore the heat of “kau ka lä i ka lolo” (when 
the sun is directly overhead) and descended 
from ‘Ukaniko‘o Park in Wahiawä to the 
sacred birthing spot of our royal ancestors for 
the presentation of ho‘okupu – tributes of oli, 
hula and lei.

According to the event’s organizer, 
‘Ïlio‘ulaokalani Coalition President Vicky Holt-
Takamine, the focus of this year’s event was to 
express opposition to the Stryker Brigade 

and continued military expansion in Hawai‘i. 
“We’ve had our marches in Waikïkï already. 
So this year, we wanted to go to a place that 
was and is important to Hawaiians, not in a big 
public display, but on a more spiritual level,” 
said Takamine. “For some, Kükaniloko is a 
tourist attraction, a novelty. But for Hawaiians, 
it is a profound reminder of the mana of our 
ancestors.”

As the crowd entered the Kükaniloko com-
plex, an ‘awa ceremony was conducted in 
which community leaders and kumu sat with 
the kahu (caretakers) of Kükaniloko making 
introductions and sharing genealogies. When 
the ‘awa was complete, oli and hula were per-
formed as ho‘okupu to what is considered to be 
the piko, or spiritual center, of O‘ahu.

As a backdrop to the ceremony, though 
miles off in the distance at the base of Mount 
Ka‘ala, stands Lïhu‘e, a prominent pu‘u (hill) 

in Hawaiian lore. Completely stripped of its 
once lush foliage, Lïhu‘e glows red with 
scarred earth due to destructive military opera-
tions at Schofield.

“Seeing the hewa (offensive act) at Lïhu‘e 
from a distance because of military bombing 
and shelling was painful – a painful reality 
of what is happening to our ‘äina and our 
cultural sites,” Takamine said. “Just because 
we don’t go to these sites often doesn’t make 
them any less significant and sacred. We need 
to constantly educate our community and 
make a stand because Hawaiians are a small 
percentage of Hawai‘i’s broader population, 
with a growing number of  settlers who don’t 
have a clue or any connection whatsoever to 
our kuläiwi (ancient homeland).”  Once home 
to an ancient line of O‘ahu ali‘i called “Lö,” 
the place name “Lïhu‘e,” as with the district 
on Kaua‘i, means “chilly.”

 “I thought this year’s Kü i ka Pono event 
went well in bringing awareness that the 
Stryker Brigade will severely impact impor-
tant Hawaiian cultural sites. The military 
controls 25 percent of the island of O‘ahu, 
and while the military does help to protect 
some areas, it desecrates others,” Takamine 
said. “This is all about preserving Hawai‘i, 
our kuläiwi.” 

Airport Lands Case

1996 – U.S Department 
of Transportation’s Inspector 
General finds that about $30 mil-
lion in ceded land payments to 
OHA from airport revenues does 
not comply with federal law.

1997 – federal “Forgiveness 
Act” is passed, exempting state 
from having to repay to federal 
government $28 million in air-
port funds it had transferred to 
OHA. But the act also affirms 
that OHA can no longer receive 
airport funds. Sen. Dan Inouye 
says while urging passage of 
the act: “The airports continue to 
sit on ceded lands. The state’s 
obligation to compensate OHA 
for use of the land ... should also 
continue. The only difference 
would now be the source the 
state will draw upon to satisfy its 
obligation.”

2001 – Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court invalidates a 1990 law, Act 
304, which defined what public 
land trust revenues OHA was 
entitled to. As a result, Gov. Ben 
Cayetano stops all payments 
to OHA. Gov. Linda Lingle sub-
sequently restores payments in 
2003, and OHA now receives an 
average of $9.5 million per year 
in land trust revenues.

2002 - present 
– OHA repeatedly introduces 
ceded lands bills in the state 
Legislature, but lawmakers fail 
to act.

July 2003 – OHA files suit 
to recover an estimated $150 
million to $300 million from the 
state, which the agency said it 
had missed out on because the 
state did not do enough to pre-
vent the 1997 Forgiveness Act or 
challenge the 1996 federal memo 
barring airport payments to OHA

December 2003 
– Circuit Court Judge Gary Chan 
dismisses OHA’s suit, saying 
“there is no question that the 
Supreme Court (has) made a 
determination that the dispute 
should go back to the legislature 
for redefinition of what constitutes 
revenues .... So we still come 
back to the political arena as 
being the arena in which this 
debate should take place.”

September 2005 
– Hawai‘i Supreme Court affirms 
dismissal of the case and the 
lower court’s conclusion that the 
Legislature must resolve ceded 
lands issues.

Honoring ancestors and ‘äina

atKükaniloko

airport, which does. OHA tried, 
but failed, to recover its share of 
that revenue.

A state judge ruled that the 
state did owe OHA a portion of 
those funds, but in 2001 the state 
Supreme Court overturned that 
decision and at the same time 
struck down a 1990 law, Act 304, 
which defined what public land 
trust revenues OHA was entitled 
to. As a result of the ruling, then-
Gov. Ben Cayetano stopped all 
land revenue payments to OHA. 
Gov. Linda Lingle subsequently 
reinstated ceded-lands payments 
in 2003, and OHA now receives 
around $9.5 million in non-air-
port payments a year.

In 1996, the inspector gen-
eral of the federal Department 
of Transportation determined that 
airport revenues could only be 
used for airport purposes, and 
that the state had wrongfully paid 
OHA some $30 million in airport 
funds. In 1997, Congress passed 
the “Forgiveness Act,” which pro-
hibited further airport payments 

to OHA, but also “forgave” the 
state from having to reimburse the 
federal government for about $28 
million of the funds it had paid to 
OHA between 1992 and 1995.

The suit that the high court 
ruled on last month began in July 
2003, when OHA sued the state to 
recover an estimated $150 million 
to $300 million, which the agency 
said it had missed out on because 
the state did not do enough to 
prevent the 1997 Forgiveness 
Act or challenge the 1996 federal 
memo barring airport payments 
to OHA. In addition, OHA said 
that if the state had informed it 
of the memo, OHA itself would 
have been able to do more to pre-
vent the cessation of airport ceded 
lands payments.

That suit was dismissed in 
state Circuit Court in 2003, 
and the Supreme Court in its 
September ruling affirmed that 
dismissal, saying in its ruling 
that “we believe that (OHA’s) 
allegations are mere specula-
tion, and, more importantly, 
it would be impossible for 
(OHA) to prove whether the 
state’s actions or inactions led 
to Congress’ passage of the  
(Forgiveness) Act.” 

CEDED LANDS
Continued from page 7

Kava Festival
While bottled kava is becom-

ing increasingly common in 
drug stores around the world, 
the plant still plays a central 
role in Hawaiian and Pacific 
Island culture, both as a medi-
cine and as an integral element 
in traditional religious proto-
cols. To help increase aware-
ness about this plant and to 
celebrate its benefits, the ‘Awa 
Development Council will be 
holding its annual kava festi-
val, this time at the University 
of Hawai‘i-Mänoa on Oct. 8.

Learn about kava ceremo-
nies, drink a range of different 
kava varieties and enjoy local 
music from Hapa, Kupa‘äina, 
Makana, Vaihi, Weldon 
Kekauoha and Nola Nahulu’s 
Kawaiolaonäpükanileo cho-
ral ensemble. There will also 
be hölua sledding and kapa 
beating demonstrations, and 
Hawaiian arts, crafts, plant 

and informational booths. 
The event will also feature 
two professors of pharmacol-
ogy from the University of  
California, Davis.

Event will be held at the 
“mall” fronting Snyder Hall 
on the UH Mänoa campus, and 
will run from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Admission is free.

Kippen named to 
NAGPRA

Colin Kippen, executive 
director of the Native Hawaiian 
Education Council, has been 
appointed to the advisory com-
mittee that reviews and assists 
with the implementation of the 
federal law governing the pro-
tection of native burials.

Kippen, a Native Hawaiian, 
has worked extensively with 
America’s native people. 
He previously served as 
senior counsel to the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs, 
chief tribal judge of the 
Suquamish tribe in Washington 
and deputy administrator of the 

BRIEFS
Continued from page 9

See BRIEFS on page 21
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In 
1999, 
while 

they were working on Remains 
of a Rainbow, their dazzling book 

on Hawai‘i’s endangered species, San 
Francisco-based photographers and 
environmentalists Susan Middleton 
and David Liittschwager took a trip to 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands of 
Laysan, Nihoa and Mokumanamana, 
intending to incorporate the rare Laysan 
duck and other threatened species into 
the book.

 
“It was 

such a different 
experience,” Middleton 

says of the journey. “You had to go 
through quarantine, freezing everything 
for 48 hours and sealing it in buckets to 
avoid accidentally introducing new spe-
cies to the islands. It was really this sense 
of going to a completely different place.”

When they came back and showed their 
shots from the trip to their book designer, 
she agreed, saying, “You know, I really 
think what you have here is a whole  
other book.”

And so was born the idea for the duo’s 
latest effort, Archipelago: Portraits of 
Life in the World’s Most Remote Island 
Sanctuary, which will be released this 
month, along with a 22-page portfolio in 

National Geographic 
magazine and an exhibit 

at Bishop Museum. The book 
chronicles the extraordinary 

wildlife of the Northwestern Islands, 
which stretch some 1,200 miles north-
ward from the main Hawaiian Islands, 
tiny specks of land surrounded by thou-
sands of square miles of reef.

These places of refuge amid a vast sea 
are home to some 7,000 species, about 
one-quarter of which are found nowhere 
else on earth. In addition, archaeological 
sites on several of the islands indicate that 
ancestral Polynesian seafarers frequented 
the area, and the islands themselves are 
part of the lands that were “ceded” to 
the U.S. following the overthrow of the 
Hawaiian kingdom.

F or two years, Middleton and 
Li i t t schwager  v is i ted  the 
is lands every chance they 

could get, hopping aboard research 
ships at a moment’s notice; camp-
ing out on lonely atolls for weeks 

at a time; struggling to shelter their 
equipment – and themselves – from 
heat, sand and bugs; performing what 
Middleton describes as a “delicate 
dance” of diplomacy to secure per-
mits and assistance from the bureau-
cratic tangle of federal and state 
agencies that share responsibility for 
safeguarding the fragile islands.

The photographers set up elabo-
rate field studios under the most 
challenging of conditions to cap-
ture minutely detailed images of the 
Northwestern Islands’ unique plants, 
birds, insects and marine life. The 
photographs “are intended to work 
as formal portraits,” Liittschwager 
says, “so that you have no choice 
but to regard each creature as an 
individual. Our point, or agenda if 
you will,  is to strip away any idea of 
these creatures as ‘other.’ There is 
no ‘other’ – we are all related, and 
that is why it is so important that we 
protect and care for these incredibly 
special creatures.”

FACES OF NATURE Photographers 
Susan Middleton 
and David 
Liittschwager 
turn their intimate 
style to portraits of 
the Northwestern 

Hawaiian Islands’ 
extraordinary wildlife

By Derek Ferrar 
Public Information Specialist

Photo: Derek Ferrar
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Seeking 
Sanctuary

In 2000, outgoing 
President Bill Clinton 

issued an executive 
order designating the 
Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands as an ecosys-
tem reserve, with some 
restriction of commercial 
fishing activities in the 
area. A process is now 
underway to have the 
region designated as a 
national marine sanctuary, 
with even further levels 
of protection on a perma-
nent basis.

In May, the state Board 
of Land and Natural 
Resources approved a 
plan that would establish 
a marine refuge for the 
state-controlled waters 
extending three miles 
around each of the 
islands. Commercial and 
recreational fishing would 
be prohibited in the ref-
uge, and all other access, 
including scientific 
research, Native Hawaiian 
subsistence fishing and 
other traditional practices, 
would require a permit.

Soon afterward, Rep. 
Ed Case introduced fed-
eral legislation that would 
provide similar protection 
for federal waters in the 
region, which extend 50 
miles out to sea from the 
state waters.

Calling for the creation 
of an “ocean Yellowstone,” 
Case described his plan 
as a “revolutionary pro-
posal to create the largest 
marine protected area in 
our world ... which would 
provide the maximum 
level of permanent pro-
tection for a magnificent 
marine system and inter-
national treasure.”

For more information 
about the sanctuary des-
ignation, visit hawaiireef.
noaa.gov. To read more 
about Rep. Case’s pro-
posal, visit his website at 
wwwc.house.gov/case.

A look through Archipelago
is indeed an experience 
of connectedness with 

nature on a personal level, as the 
portraits reveal the tiniest detail 
and shading of every scale, ten-
dril or feather. Transluscent pur-
ple Portuguese man-o-war float 
in elegant dignity, trailing their 
stinging tentacles like bridal 
trains. A close-up of a mushroom 
coral offers a transcendent maze 
of riotous color, like a living 
Tibetan mandala. Newly hatched 
sea birds and turtles present a 
vision of adorable innocence.

And then, suddenly, the idyllic 
vision is jarred by awful real-
ity, as an image of an autop-
sied albatross chick reveals the 
deadly diet that killed it: a stom-

ach full of lighters, toothpaste 
caps and other bits of seaborne 
plastic ‘öpala.

“What it really shows is that 
nowhere on the planet is truly 
remote anymore,” Middleton 
says. “It’s all connected to us, 
and we’re all connected to it.”

The photographers are very 
up-front about the fact that 
they hope their work can 

help bring about a more thorough-
ly protected permanent refuge sta-
tus for the Northwestern Islands 
(see sidebar).

“Being on these islands is like 
going back in time before the main 
Hawaiian Islands were overtaken 
by human habitation,” Middleton 
says. “It’s not a tourist destination, 
and it shouldn’t be. It’s owned by 

the wildlife, and being out there, 
you realize how much impact even 
one person can have.”

Since very few people ever get 
to see the islands in per-
son – and it would 
be harmful for more 
to do so – she and 
Liittschwager see 
their Archipelago proj-
ect as offering a kind of 
“virtual visitor center.”

“We really approached 
this work with a complete 
sense of awe, respect and 
wonder,” Middleton says. 
“To get to be in a place 
where the web of life is so 
intact and fertile is such an 
immense privilege. It’s amaz-
ing how prolific the life force is 
up there.” 

one person can have.”
Since very few people ever get Since very few people ever get 

to see the islands in per-
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Archipelago

•  Book in stores this month

•  Portfolio in the current edi-

tion of National 

Geographic magazine

•  Exhibit at Bishop Museum 

Oct. 15 – Dec. 18

Guided tours of the exhibit with 

Susan Middleton at 12:30 and 

1:30 p.m. on Oct. 15.

PU ‘UHONUA  OLA  •  L I V ING  SANCTUARY

Opposite page: 
With a large mouth, needle-sharp teeth, and long supple body, this young 
moray eel, or puhi, is superbly outfitted for hunting.

This page, clockwise from right: 
The oval butterflyfish, or kapuhili, feeds almost exclusively on coral polyps. 
Males and females form monogamous pairs early in life, although they some-
times sneak spawnings with other partners. The beach morning glory, or 
po-huehue, offers nesting grounds for seabirds and nectar for Hawaiian sphinx 
moths. The red-tailed tropicbird, or koa‘e ula, nests on all of the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands and several of the more isolated main islands. 
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iwi
a native hawaiian journal‘ö

Mälama ‘Äina is a core value of Hawaiian culture from ancient times to the present. Many Hawaiians today 
struggle with the numerous ways our lands and culture are under constant attack. This powerful poem by Kaua‘i 
native Mehana Blaich speaks against the U.S. military’s proposed Stryker Brigade coming to Hawai‘i and its poor 
track record of caring for Hawaiian lands already under its control.

Mehana lives in Kalihiwai, Kaua‘i, where she grew up, and teaches Hawaiian culture, language and environmen-
tal restoration in the ahupua‘a of Waipä in Hanalei. She aspires one day to be an excellent kalo farmer.

In collaboration with ‘Öiwi: A Native Hawaiian Journal, Ka Wai Ola regularly showcases works by Kanaka 
Maoli writers and artists. Submit your writings or artwork to ‘Öiwi at: P.O. Box 61218, Honolulu, HI 96839-1218. 
For information, call (808) 956-3031 or visit www.hawaii.edu/oiwi.

HA‘AWINA
By Mehana Blaich

I teach my students
(doesn’t every teacher?)
to clean up after themselves,
even standing at the door
at the end of the period
making sure no one sneaks out
until the classroom is cleaner
than when they came in.

Just like aunties,
as much as they like to feed you,
don’t serve you seconds
until you’ve finished the firsts,
and mothers
don’t let you get out a new toy
until you’ve put away the old ones.

And some of my students,
especially those without mothers and aunties,
are surprised
at first
that this smiling new teacher,
young,
is serious
about picking every last staple
out of the carpet
and scrubbing every stubborn pen track,
however faint,
from the white board.

But I am
and they learn quickly
so soon,
when we go on a field trip
and picnic at Waterfront Park,
no one has to tell them
to throw away all their ‘öpala,
to chase down the chip bag snatched by the wind
before it reaches the waves,
or even to pick up the trash
that was here
before we came
before we leave.

So how come
the U.S. military
can leave Kaho‘olawe
taking their money and their clean-up crews,
their bomb detectors and explosive detonation teams,
their helicopters and air conditioned barracks,
when the island is still
littered with ordnance?

Unexploded shells
wait on the reef,
lurk in the depths
and strafed soil,
decades from top,

barren of sheltering roots,
pours off the island
with every rain,
encircling it
with a lei of blood.

And how can they ask,
while Mäkua is bombed,
our parent rocked
with shuddering explosions
that spark raging fires,

while Polihale,
the bosom of home,
is pierced again and again
by STAR WARS launches,
missile casings that simply fall
into the sea,
path of the whales,

while Lualualei, Lïhu‘e, Wahiawä, Mökapu,
Pu‘uloa, Kalaeloa, Ha‘ikü
wait, pockmarked 
with metal of war,
ooze, seeping chemicals
into our water,
hum, droning
with electromagnetic communications waves
and radioactive soils?

How can they ask–
no take–
more ‘äina,
start bombing again
ancient lo‘i terraces
of Waikäne,
radiate further from
Pöhakuloa,
fill the space between
watchful volcanoes,
tanks crushing lava
mamane leaves quivering
stirred up dust
Palila home
Stryker Brigade
National Security
Whose Homeland?
Twenty-ton Vehicles
Unleashed
smashing trees and roots
burrows and webs
nests and homes
scattering pöhaku
spreading seeds
pounding
dirt

as
Anakala Eddie Ka‘anana tills,
softens soil,
breathing it with air,
turning Pälolo’s clay,

adding sweet dry grass,
soft sand,
mulching, 
kneading,
hoeing,
fluffing,
walking backwards,
stepping tiptoe,
careful not to tread over this bed
once palu, 
soft,
pala, 
ripe,
no footprints.

He shows the students how to plant,
two gentle hands
scoop a puka,
E nänä aku,
make sure you watch,
carefully,
carefully,
see how he holds 
the huli,
the stalk,
cut it clean,
careful not to bend,
see, 
there,
that is where
it grows from,
cup it lightly,
maika‘i, 
now two hands,
place it 
just so deep,
softly mounding the soil,
planning your exit,
never step over the kalo,
disrespectful,
keep it soft,
stepping gentle,
careful, 
not full weight,
easy, easy
mälie, 
between the rows 
of your küpuna. 

Käkau ‘ia me ke aloha a me ka mahalo
no ‘Anakala Eddie Ka‘anana.            

Mehana Blaich and Kupuna Eddie Ka‘anana share 
a moment. Photo courtesy of Mehana Blaich
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Following a queen’s footsteps
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By Manu Boyd
Public Information Director

I t’s certainly not the norm that a for-
mer Nä Hökü winner of Best Reggae 
Album would also be at the front line 

of traditional Hawaiian music, but Sean 
Na‘auao has found a way to be adept 
at both. With his release of Ka ‘Eha 
Ke Aloha, Na‘auao adds to the body of 
Hawaiian language compositions in a 
well-produced, self-produced CD.

The inclusion of the Dionne Warwick 
cover “I’ll Never Love This Way Again” 
compliments rather than detracts from 
the overall Hawaiian theme, showing 
Na‘auao’s diversity of style and taste. 
A quick run through the project’s play 
list reveals that aloha is predominant in 
the songs: love for people and places, an 
overriding characteristic in many – if not 
most – Hawaiian songs.

The title cut is a gem by com-
poser/ performer/ kumu hula Frank 
Kawaikapuokalani Hewett, saying “Uwë 
au i ka ‘eha a ke aloha” (I weep pained 
by love, my beloved). Although perhaps 
melancholy in its refrain, the selection 
is arguably one of Hewett’s most viv-
idly descriptive mo‘olelo. Awakened by 
a dream on a moonlit night, his descrip-
tions of numbness in the freezing Lilinoe 

rain of Maunakea and the profusion of 
lehua at Hämäkua are captivating images 
from Hawai‘i island.

“Ka Pilina,” another Hewett mele 
describing the sweet serenade of ‘i‘iwi 
and ‘apapane birds, won the haku 
mele Hawaiian composition award on 
Na‘auao’s Neutralize It CD a couple of 
years back. These Na‘auao-performed 
mele fortify the collection of Hewett 
classics, which also include “Ka Wai 
Lehua ‘A‘ala Ka Honua,” “Lä‘ieikawai, 
Höpoe” and “Poli‘ahu.”

One particularly powerful Na‘auao 
composition on his latest effort is “He 
Lei Makana.” With an almost anthem-like 
melody, the words describe a woman of 
great strength and character, whose path 
is righteous. “Answer to your calling, the 
well-known rose blossom, this is a lei of 
love sewn just for you.”

Light-hearted mele are also featured, 
including a reggae-influenced rendition 
of “Päpälina Lahilahi,” Keli‘i Tau‘ä’s 
“Mokokaikala” (Motorcycle) includes a 
playful, revved up refrain of “vrmm, 
vrmm, vrmm” that kids will especially 
pick up on.

“No Hawaiians No Aloha” has Sudden 
Rush flare with päleoleo (Hawaiian rap) 
by SR principal Keala Kawä‘auhau. 

Another guest art-
ist, Greg Sardinha, 
provides smooth steel 
guitar on “Ni‘ihau o 
Kahelelani,” an original 
expressing aloha for the 
island “whose beauty is 
like no other.”

Finally, Na‘auao’s 
performance of Queen 
Kapi‘olani’s love song for 
her royal husband, King 
Kaläkaua, gives new life 
to one of the most beautiful 
Hawaiian compositions ever. 
“Ka Ipo Lei Manu” recalls imag-
es and landscapes from the island 
that the composer was perhaps 
most familiar with: Kaua‘i, land 
of her royal ancestors. “Ha‘ina ka 
puana, no Kalani hele loa” (tell the 
refrain for the chief gone forever) is 
an acknowledgment of Kapi‘olani’s 
grief in learning of her husband’s 
untimely death in San Francisco in 
1891. But Na‘auao’s performance is 
anything but kaumaha. It is uplifting, 
catchy, powerful and very well done.

Ka ‘Eha Ke Aloha is produced by 
Poi Pounder Records. For informa-
tion on additional Na‘auao recordings, visit mountainapplecompany.com. 

pure Hawaiian
Na‘auao’s latest is

pure Hawaiian

In 1871, Queen Emma decid-
ed to make a somewhat 
dangerous trek to Kaua‘i’s 

Alaka‘i swamp and the isolated 
reaches of Waimea Canyon – a 
journey that at the time includ-
ed few well-traveled trails. 
Although some people tried to 
convince her not go, the queen’s 
adventurous spirit wouldn’t 
be denied.

Led by a local guide, the 
queen and her envoy of 100 
friends made the journey on 
horseback where the trails 
allowed and by foot where they 
didn’t. During the trip, the group 
stopped at certain scenic spots 

to take in the spectacular views 
of Kaua‘i’s west and north side, 
and along the way individuals 
from her entourage composed 
mele – some honoring the queen 
and others telling of the beauti-
ful places they visited.

For the last 16 years, the Eö e 
Emmalani i Alaka‘i festival has 
commemorated this famous trip. 
This year’s celebration will be 
held on Oct. 8.

Sponsored by the Köke‘e 
Natural History Museum and 
Köke‘e State Park, the event 
will feature a traditional royal 
procession, led by an honorary 
“Queen Emma,” who will travel 

through the Kanaloahuluhulu 
Meadow on horseback. Hälau 
hula and musicians will perform 
many of the songs composed 
for the 1871 trek. The festi-
val, which is expected to draw 
2,500 people, will also include 
photographic exhibits and craft 
demonstrations, such as lau-
hala weaving and Ni‘ihau shell 
lei-making. 

Eo- e Emmalani i 
Alaka‘i Festival

Köke‘e State Park
Sat. Oct. 8, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Free
808-335-9975

The festival features a royal procession passing through Kanaloahuluhulu Meadow, just as 
Queen Emma did in 1871. Wailana Mata was a past festival’s honorary Queen Emma. 

 Photo: Kay Koike  
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Black Grace, an acclaimed all-Pacific 
Islander dance company from 
Aotearoa (New Zealand), will make 

its Honolulu debut Oct. 22 at Leeward 
Community College Theatre.

Founded in 1995, the company features 
six male dancers of Pacific Islander and 
Maori decent, whose style reflects their eth-
nic heritage but also incorporates contempo-
rary dance as well as an athletic, martial arts 
style. Their music also has a wide range of 
influences including traditional Maori and 
Pacific Island songs, Bach and even the keiki 
television show Sesame Street.

Black Grace has traveled widely to criti-
cal acclaim. The New York Times said of the 
troupe: “this modern-dance company from 
New Zealand exceeded expectations in dance 
that was startlingly fresh and full of inven-
tion, humor and infectious exuberance.”

Neil Ieremia, the artistic director and head 
of Black Grace, served a residency as a dis-
tinguished visiting artist with the UH Center 
for Pacific Island Studies in 2004, inspiring 
Hawai‘i students with stories of his own 
evolution as a dancer and the passion that 
motivates the dancers in his company.

“We are able to discuss issues through 

our dance from a male perspective – issues 
that we might not otherwise be able to speak 
about,” Ieremia writes on the group’s website. 
“Black Grace breaks the stereotype associ-
ated with the typical ‘Kiwi male.’ We are 
doing things that most males don’t do or have 
even considered doing. We dance.”

The dance performance is being presented 
by UH’s Outreach College, the East-West 
Center Arts Program and the state Foundation 
of Culture and the Arts. 

Passion

Black Grace

moves

Black Grace 
dance company

LCC Theatre
Sat. Oct. 22, 7:30 p.m.
$15-$25

 Tickets may be purchased through 
the UH ticket outlet, online at etick-
ethawaii.com, or charged-by-phone 
at 944-2697.

Photo courtesy of UH Outreach College

DHHL’s Home Ownership Assistance Program Call Center 
33 South King Street, Suite 513, Honolulu, HI 96813

On Oahu: 808.791.3403 / Toll-Free Phone: 866.897.4384
Fax on Oahu: 808.791.3405 / Toll-Free Fax: 866.897.4385

E-mail: info@dhhlhoap.org / Website: www.dhhlhoap.org

Need a Safe Place to Weather Any Storm?
All You Have to Do is HOAP.

Our services
are on the house.

HOAP can help 
you achieve your 

homeownership dreams 
by providing free 

professional assistance 
in the areas of loan pre-

qualification, credit repair, 
debt reduction, homebuyer 
education, and much more.
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Möhala i ka wai ka maka o 
ka pua

“Unfolded by the water are 
the faces of the flowers”

(Flowers thrive where there 
is water, as thriving people are 
found where living conditions 
are good.)

This ‘ölelo shows how 
well early Hawaiians 
knew that water was a 

necessity for life and health. 
The interwoven relationship 
between water and life is also 

demonstrated by the Hawaiian 
word for wealth, waiwai, a 
doubling of wai, the word for 
water.

Mo‘olelo tell us of the gift 
of water from the gods. One 
such story tells of Käne and 
Kanaloa’s hike into Mänoa. 
They started out late in the 
afternoon and rested at a place 
called Keapapa. Kanaloa teased 
Käne by asking for water where 
none was to be seen. Käne, 
however, could hear water 
underground, and so, obligingly, 
he thrust his staff into the earth 
and water gushed forth. 

This spring was called 
Kapunahou, the new spring. 
Kapunahou became a new 
source of drinking water for 

grateful area residents, who 
previously had to carry water 
from springs in Kamö‘ili‘ili. 
Today, Kapunahou is located on 
the grounds of Punahou School, 
which takes its name from the 
spring.

On another occasion, Käne 
was traveling around the island 
of O‘ahu when he came upon 
a small group of people who 
were fishing near Kawela Bay. 
No one recognized him, so he 
stayed a while. That evening, he 
accompanied the group to get 
fresh water from a source in a 
valley. It was a long walk, and 
the group became weary. They 
stopped to rest at the entrance 
to the valley, still a distance 
from the water source. The 
people watched in surprise as 
Käne stood and used his staff to 
strike a large stone that would 
become known as Waikäne. 
Immediately, fresh water poured 
from the stone. Later, the water 
created a fresh-water pond used 
for raising fish. 

Modern science agrees that 

water is essential for life and 
health. Human beings can live 
for weeks without food, but life 
continues only a few days with-
out water. In fact, the human 
body is about 60 percent water. 
Water functions in digestion to 
liquefy food and transport nutri-
ents throughout the body, and it 
maintains tissue size by filling 
every cell and spaces between 
the cells. Water keeps the brain 
functioning, maintains blood 
levels and flow, keeps kidneys 
cleansing the blood, and aids in 
waste disposal from all tissues 
in the body. It lubricates joints 
and cushions organs, prevent-
ing injury, and keeps the body 
temperature constant, prevent-
ing overheating. Without water, 
most body functions deteriorate 
rapidly. Eight glasses of water 
a day is recommended to keep 
all body functions at their best, 
and the body’s need for water 
increases with exercise and hard 
physical work.

The record shows the poor 
health statistics of Känaka 
Maoli today. Yet before outside 
influence, Native Hawaiians 
were a hardy and healthy 
people. The ancestors were tall, 
lean, muscular, and had well-
proportioned bodies.

Today, heavy reliance on 
harmful western foods such 
as soda and other sweetened 
beverages, snacks and chips, 
and large servings of “fast 
food,” contribute to poor health 
among Känaka Maoli. Many of 
these new foods are devoid of 
protective nutrients and contain 
large amounts of sugar, salt and 
harmful fat.

It is time to take a hard look, to 
change, and to help others switch 
to healthier foods and lifestyles. 
A return to healthier cultural tra-
ditions can make a real differ-
ence for the family. Try to make 
garden-fresh vegetable food, ‘ai, 
the staple of family meals again. 
Drink water instead of carbon-
ated and sweetened fruit-flavored 
drinks. Teach children early about 
the gifts of Käne and Kanaloa 
and help them choose to drink 
eight glasses of water each day. 
Set an example for the keiki. 

The life-giving gift ofwaterThe life-giving gift ofwaterThe life-giving gift ofwaterThe life-giving gift ofwaterThe life-giving gift of

To be tested for 
diabetes, call your 
family doctor or the 
Native Hawaiian 
Health Care System 
on your island.

Source: Claire 
Ku‘uleilani Hughes, 
Papa Ola Lo–kahi.

60%60%60%
of human body weight 
is made up of water

888glassesglasses

Amount of daily fluid 
intake recommended 
for good health – and 
more in the case of 
heavy exercise, heat 
or sickness

333daysdays

Average time a 
human being can sur-
vive without water in a 
warm climate

85%85%85%
of public middle 
school students in 
Hawai‘i drink one or 
more soda a week

SodaSoda
consumption contrib-
utes to obesity, tooth 
decay, osteoporosis 
and   diabetes

By  Claire Ku‘uleilani 
Hughes,
Dr. PH., R.D.
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of human body weight 
is made up of water

of public middle 
school students in 
Hawai‘i drink one or 
more soda a week

Office of Hawaiian Affairs. He 
joins six others on the Review 
Committee for the Native 
American Graves Repatriation 
Act, which was enacted in 
1990 to provide a process for 
museums to repatriate Native 
American human remains, and 
funerary and sacred objects to 
native groups, tribes and orga-
nizations.

‘O−lelo makuahine 
conference

The Hawaiian Historical 
Society will hold a Hawaiian 
language resources conference 
on Oct. 22 at the windward 
campus of Hawai‘i Pacific 
University. The conference 
will highlight newly available 
Hawaiian language resources, 
including publications, reprints, 

translations and online services, 
as well as new interpretations of 
history, literature and mele. 

The event will also feature a 
presentation by Hawaiian his-
torian Kïhei de Silva on the 
poetry and symbolic imagery 
in the songs from Buke Mele 
Lähui/Book of National Songs. 
In addition, the conference will 
also have discussion panels fea-
turing such Hawaiian language 
experts as Puakea Nogelmeier, 
Kalena Silva, Leimomi Akana, 
Davianna McGregor, Noenoe 
Silva, Betty Kam, Amy 
Ku‘uleialoha Stillman and 
more.

The conference is supported 
by grants from the Samuel N. 
and Mary Castle Foundation 
and the Hawai‘i Council for 
the Humanities. The event runs 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and costs 
$25. Registration forms are due 
by Oct. 11. Limited scholar-
ships are available.

For more information, 
call the Hawaiian Historical 
Society at 537-6271 or email 

bedunn@lava.net.

Millions in 
education grants

In August, the U.S. Department 
of Education announced the 
approval millions of dollars in 
education grants for Hawaiians 
through its Education of Native 
Hawaiians Grant Awards and 
the Native Hawaiian Education 
Program. An estimated $14 mil-
lion in federal funds is now 
earmarked expressly to benefit 
Native Hawaiians.

Among the dozens of recipi-
ents statewide are public school 
programs, charter schools, 
health care programs, University 
of Hawai‘i programs, preschools 
and more. Grants were awarded 
for such purposes as literacy, 
technology, Hawaiian language 
immersion, cultural education, 
tutoring and more. 

While a number of new ini-
tiatives have been approved for 
first-time funding, some previ-

ous recipients – including the 
Native Hawaiian Leadership 
Project that had awarded mil-
lions in Native Hawaiian higher 
education scholarships — did 
not receive funding this year.

Young scientist
In September, Kamehameha 

Schools freshman Melissa 
Pömaika‘i Luga was selected 
as one of 40 finalists in the 
Discovery Channel Young 
Scientist Challenge for her 
research on the medicinal prop-
erties of the paperbark tree. 

Luga was one of four Hawai‘i 
students out of a pool of 400 
semifinalists that made the cut 
to the finals, which will be 
held in October in Washington, 
D.C. The finalists have a 
chance to win a share of more 
than $40,000 in scholarships 
and prizes.

Luga’s research on the paper-
bark tree started in 2004, when 
she was just a seventh grader. 
Her work has already captured 

the Native Hawaiian health care 
organization Papa Ola Lökahi’s 
highest award for cancer pre-
vention and control in the state-
wide Academy of Science fair, 
junior research division. 

BRIEFS
Continued from page 13

Melissa Luga is a finalist in the Discovery 
Channel Young Scientist Challenge. Photo:  
Courtesy of the Luga ‘Ohana

consumption contrib-
utes to obesity, tooth 
decay, osteoporosis 
and   diabetes
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Be steadfast in our collective resolve in the face of falsehoods of opposition

Aloha e 
nä ‘öiwi 
‘ölino, nä 

pulapula a Häloa, 
mai Hawai‘i a 

Ni‘ihau,  puni ke ao mälamala-
ma. E hana käkou me ke ahonui, 
pili me ka hä a ke aloha, ‘oiai e 
külia i ka nu‘u, a kau i ka ‘iu o 
luna. 

Decision-making under that 
Capitol dome is approaching, and 
it will resound from Washington, 
D.C., and the eastern shores of 
the Atlantic to our Pacific home-
land, and across the world. One 
by one, Native Hawaiians, across 
this great expanse, must also 
decide. Faced with questions of 
what do we do, how do we orga-
nize to be most effective not just 
for today but for the tomorrows 
of generations to come. As Native 
Hawaiians we stand at the thresh-

old of change and challenge. 
As Native Hawaiian we 

have awesome and profound 
tasks going forward. We must 
confront the choices. Native 
Hawaiians must not shrink from 
our responsibility. Do not leave 
it to someone else. Or worse, not  
even care.

We and our küpuna have 
grieved for 112 years. In their 
stead, we now must act to design 
the next 112 years and beyond.
Queen Lili‘uokalani counseled, 
“the world can not stand still. We 
must advance or recede. Let us 
advance together.”

Her message reminds us Native 
Hawaiians to be courageous in the 
face of change and uncertainty, to 
be discerning in the face of trials 
and tribulation, to be steadfast 
in the face of circumstances and 
obstacles nearly insurmountable, 
and to remain clear thinking and 
focused for the long term with 
humble spirit and keen sensi-
tivity and perspective. In 1917, 

Lili‘uokalani said, “I could not 
turn back the time for the politi-
cal change.” The queen knew that 
political change had come to her 
people and her homeland. 

In 2005, we can advance politi-
cal change for the better. In recent 
months, pursuit of self-determina-
tion by Native Hawaiians through 
the Native Hawaiian Government 
Reorganization Act of 2005 has 
driven well-financed and politi-
cally-connected opponents, who 
have close ties to conservative 
papers throughout this country, to 
ignite litigation and fan the flames 
of fear in Hawai‘i and elsewhere, 
alleging that Native Hawaiians 
are only after “gaming,” are out 
to “balkanize” Hawai‘i, out to 
divide our community, and pit 
neighbor against neighbor, family 
against family. 

These opponents further allege 
that Native Hawaiians scheme to 
“not pay taxes,” “seize private 
land,” “promote and market racial 
discrimination,” “disregard law 

and order,” “be in violation of the 
Constitution” and “secede from 
the Union.” All are falsehoods.

Enough already. It is time for 
senators, representatives and the 
president to act.

Our focus, our kükulu kumu-
hana, will instill in each of them 
the compassion, the resolve, the 
sense of justice and the integrity 
to vote ‘ae on S. 147. On the day 
the vote is cast, from the north 
to the south, from the east to the 
west, across this country, let us 
focus our energy.  

Me ka mana‘o‘i‘o o Lydia Lili‘u 
Loloku Walania Kamaka‘eha, ka 
Mö‘ïwahine ‘o Lili‘uokalani

Me ka mana‘olana o ko käkou 
mau küpuna a pau

Me ka mana‘o küpa‘a o ko 
käkou mau hoa käko‘o i këia 
hana nui

E ala käkou i ke kuleana 
Hawai‘i

Iä käkou e ho‘ä i ka lama 
küpono no nä Hawai‘i

Iä käkou e holo pono a loa‘a e 
ka lei lanakila mai këia hanauna 
a i nä hanauna aku

Mai Hawai‘i, ko käkou ‘äina 
makuahine, a hiki Wakinekona, a 
puni ke ao mälamalama 

‘O ka Haku ho‘öla ko käkou 
kökua

With the faith of Queen 
Lili‘uokalani

With the hope of all our elders, 
both past and present

With the resolve of all who join 
together in this struggle

Let us all awaken to the 
Native Hawaiian cause and  
responsibility

For us to light the flame of jus-
tice for Native Hawaiians

For us to work to advance and 
achieve victory in this generation 
and for generations to come

From here in Hawai‘i, our 
motherland, to Washington, D.C., 
and across this brilliant world

11/48 

Haunani Apoliona, MSW 
Chairperson Trustee, At-large 

A non-Hawaiian who appreciates the aloha of the host culture

‘Ano‘ai ke 
aloha iä 
käkou. 

While the Arakaki 
plaintiffs may see 

the recent 9th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals’ decision regarding 
their lawsuit as a victory, we here 
at the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
were pleased that the appeals court 
actually denied them any stand-
ing regarding the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands and ceded 
land revenues. That just leaves 
OHA’s matching funds from the 
state, which I feel is a pretty 
ridiculous argument since OHA 
is a state agency and uses those 
funds to operate – just like any 
other state agency.

I believe the Arakaki lawsuit is 
just another one of a long series 

of challenges that Hawaiians have 
had to overcome since 1893. As 
with those many hurdles in the 
past, so shall the Hawaiian com-
munity come together once again 
and work diligently to overcome 
it.

In these challenging times, I 
truly appreciate the non-Hawaiians 
who have had the courage to step 
forward and speak in support of 
their Hawaiian friends and neigh-
bors. People like Robbie Alm, who 
thoroughly impressed me with 
his speech during Kamehameha 
Schools’ Unity Rally on Aug. 6 at 
‘Iolani Palace.

Alm spoke from the heart when 
he said that he has never felt 
deprived because he could not 
attend Kamehameha Schools. He 
sincerely felt that his friends who 
were able to attend were blessed, 
but their blessing involved no loss 
on his part. He knew that there 

were plenty of other options avail-
able to him. 

Alm talked about how he was 
taught by his parents that “we all 
receive gifts but not necessarily 
the same gifts, and that we should 
celebrate the gifts we receive, not 
covet the gifts of others.” I feel it 
is a real shame that none of the 
Arakaki plaintiffs seem to have 
learned this from their parents. 
Alm felt that the 9th Circuit Court 
decision forces Kamehameha 
Schools to give him a very special 
gift that he was not intended to 
receive. He emphatically said that 
he does not need or want it. 

Alm stressed that he does 
not feel “trammeled” by the 
Kamehameha Schools admissions 
policy, but he does feel tram-
meled when such legalisms “take 
precedence over the health of our 
islands’ social fabric.” 

Alm also showed great insight 

when he said that laws designed 
to “lift the yoke of slavery from 
black Americans” are now being 
used as weapons to harm Native 
Hawaiians. I absolutely agree with 
his point that the law is being used 
to condemn our special heritage 
with the harsh and ugly words of 
“civil rights violation.” Another 
excellent point he made is that the 
9th Circuit seems to erroneously 
think that diminishing Native 
Hawaiians will somehow build a 
healthy and pono society.

Alm ended his speech by 
encouraging Hawaiians and non-
Hawaiians to call upon our court 
system to live up to its highest 
purposes and values, and to call 
upon our community to stand up 
for Kamehameha Schools. He said 
that our very future depends upon 
honoring our unique history and 
the very special institutions that 
that heritage has given us. In his 

words, “We all need to honor the 
princess’ gift just as she meant it 
to be honored.” 

I would like to send out a warm 
mahalo nui loa to all of the non-
Hawaiians out there, like Robbie 
Alm, who continue to speak out 
for the Hawaiian community in its 
time of need. As for the Arakaki 
lawsuit, make no mistake, none 
of the programs currently work-
ing to assist disadvantaged Native 
Hawaiians will ever fall victim 
to its terrorization by the likes 
of Thurston Twigg-Smith, H. 
William Burgess and their ilk. I 
mua e Hawai‘i nei.

For more information on 
Hawaiian issues, check my web-
site at www.rowenaakana.org.

Rowena Akana 
Trustee, At-large
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Sovereignty: the power to govern never extinguished

The follow-
ing remarks 
by an old 

friend, mentor and 
true Hawaiian, Hank McKeague, 
were submitted to the editors of 
Hawai‘i’s largest daily newspa-
pers but never printed. I believe 
they are timely and concur whole-
heartedly with them.

 Sovereignty is a term being 
bandied about by everybody. 
There are those who lay claim 

to it and those who wish to 
eradicate its existence perhaps 
because they know its true mean-
ing and hope Känaka Maoli 
never fully grasp for themselves 
its significance and the impact 
it has on them as the indig-
enous people of these islands. 
And make no mistake, Känaka 
Maoli are unequivocally indig-
enous to these islands, being 
the first founders and settlers 
and thereby connecting with the 
‘äina (land) and their ‘home-
land as sovereigns.’ They are 
‘sovereigns’ of their homeland 
notwithstanding the overthrow. 
The term is defined as: Supreme 

in power and authority; power to 
govern without external control; 
the supreme political power in 
a state or in this case in these 
islands.

Sovereignty once gained can 
never be extinguished; not by 
the courts, by statute, or by gov-
ernment. It is passed on from 
generation to generation of the 
Känaka Maoli both full blooded 
or part, and most important, it 
is politically based (as noted 
in the definition above) rather 
than race-based as the ‘inter-
lopers’ Twigg-Smith, Burgess, 
Goemans, Conklin and those of 
that ilk would have you believe 

regarding Kamehameha Schools, 
the Akaka Bill or any other issue 
where the Känaka Maoli is 
involved.

Consequently, it is the right of 
Kamehameha Schools to accept 
Hawaiian or part-Hawaiian stu-
dents only and race has no bear-
ing whatsoever in this policy. It 
is a political decision borne out 
of Pauahi’s will, secured by the 
sovereign right of Pauahi herself 
and passed on and down to every 
generation of the sovereign 
aboriginal and/or part-aboriginal 
Kanaka Maoli.

One last word for Bishop 
Estate/Kamehameha Schools: 

they want you to argue your case 
in rebuttal based on the race 
issue. Don’t do it!

Hank McKeague

As always, my staff and I invite 
your comments on the above or 
any other concerns within our 
purview. My OHA access num-
bers are: phone, 594-1854; fax, 
594-0120; and e-mail address, 
www.dantec@oha.org. A hui hou, 
mälama pono. 

Dante Keala Carpenter 
Trustee, O‘ahu 

Ni‘ihau campus exudes old-school aloha

Editor’s note: 
This month, 
Trustee Cataluna 
has chosen to 
give his column 

over to an article by Honolulu 
Advertiser Education writer 
Johnny Brannon. The article is 
reprinted by permission of The 
Advertiser.

Ni‘ihau’s tiny public 
school is like no other 
in Hawai‘i, and serves 

a unique community with true 
old-school aloha, say officials 
who oversee it.

The privately owned island 
west of Kaua‘i has about 200 
residents, and the student body 
at Ni‘ihau High and Elementary 
School usually numbers less 
than 50. Classes are taught in 
three rustic wooden buildings, 
and under a nearby shade tree 
on especially hot days. A larger 
building serves as a meeting hall 
and cafeteria. Six students grad-
uated from the school this year: 
Chelsea Kanahele, Kawaihoola 

Kanahele, Stacy Kelley, 
Stephanie Pahulehua, Thomas 
Niau and Racine Shintani.

The Ni’ihau dialect is the pri-
mary language of all students, 
and differs somewhat from 
the Hawaiian spoken on other 
islands. Students also speak 
English, and classes are taught 
in both languages, said school 
principal Bill Arakaki.

The students have often 
been characterized as among 
the state’s best-behaved. 
Disciplinary problems that other 
schools constantly grapple with 
are virtually unheard of on 
Ni‘ihau, and Arakaki said there 
has not been a single serious 
disruption in the six years he has 
served as principal.

“It’s a culture that’s very sup-
portive, and the kids are quite 
different,” he said.

The school, and all of Ni‘ihau, 
are strictly off-limits to outsid-
ers unless they have special per-
mission from the island’s own-
ers, the Robinson family, whose 
forebears purchased Ni’ihau 
from King Kamehameha IV 
in 1864. The Robinsons have 
been very helpful and coopera-
tive regarding the needs of the 

school and those responsible for 
it, said Arakaki, who admin-
isters the school from Kaua‘i, 
where he is also principal of 
Waimea High School.

“It’s a unique situation 
because we have a public school 
on a private island,” Arakaki 
said. “It’s also a remote island, 
so there are many challenges for 
the students and the community 
there. There’s no running water 
or (constant) electrical power. 
We don’t have the luxuries of 
what we have here on Kaua‘i or 
on O‘ahu.”

The school’s water comes 
from catchment basins, and 
roof-mounted solar panels create 
electricity to operate three com-
puters. “We’re trying to meet 
the challenges for the school, 
as far as the basic needs that 
most schools take for granted,” 
Arakaki said.

Arakaki visits Ni‘ihau’s 
school an average of twice a 
year, and communicates regu-
larly with its two on-site teach-
ers, Jennifer Kaohelaulii and 
Lulubelle Kelley, who are from 
Ni‘ihau and speak the local dia-
lect. The school also has three 
educational assistants and a caf-

eteria helper, also from Ni‘ihau.
State schools superinten-

dent Pat Hamamoto has vis-
ited Ni‘ihau’s school three times 
since she was appointed in 2001, 
most recently for the 2005 grad-
uation ceremony, a major event 
for the island.

“I find Ni‘ihau School to be 
a school that’s the center of a 
community that cares about and 
supports education, and wants 
children to be literate and to be 
able to access choices, should 
they choose to leave Ni‘ihau,” 
Hamamoto said. “The desire to 
learn is strong, and education is 
greatly valued on Ni‘ihau.”

Like many schools, Ni‘ihau 
High and Elementary faces chal-
lenges with new teacher qualifi-
cation requirements of the fed-
eral No Child Left Behind Act. 
Hamamoto said the state strong-
ly supports efforts of Ni‘ihau’s 
teachers to meet those require-
ments, and that she regards the 
teachers highly.

“They care about the students 
and ensure they get their work 
done,” Hamamoto said. “They 
push them when they need to, 
and they don’t accept excuses.”

The larger Ni‘ihau commu-

nity also deserves credit for 
students’ successes, she said. 
“It’s a very supportive envi-
ronment,” Hamamoto said. 
“For all its remoteness, we’re 
proud of the work that they do, 
by making education a prior-
ity for their children and their 
community. It speaks well for  
their community.”

In many ways, visiting the 
school is like experiencing 
Hawai‘i’s past, Arakaki said. 
“It’s a gem,” he said. “It’s a 
beautiful setting, and the kids 
are wonderful. It just takes you 
back in time. ... When you come 
to civilization, as they call it, 
you’ve got all these problems 
and things. When you go to 
Ni‘ihau, it’s like you’re in a 
different world. You wish you 
could stay in that era, and it’s 
something that refreshes you and 
makes you say, ‘This is nice.’”

What is he most proud of? 
“They preserve the history and 
culture of an island community 
that should be respected,” said 
Arakaki. 

Donald B. Cataluna
Trustee, Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau
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Akaka Bill erases blood quantum issue

Aloha 
In this 
month’s 

column, I hope 
to  address  my 

personal opinions about some 
of the issues I have had to deal 
with as a trustee of the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs. The hot-
test issue today is S. 147, bet-
ter known as the Akaka Bill. I 
support S.147. Why?

Every 10 years for the last 40 
or 50 years, the natives got rest-
less and we went through the 
same issues again and again. 
We always start with education 
about Hawaiian history. Then 
we get into other issues like 
the Kingdom of Hawai‘i, the 
overthrow of the monarchy, the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Act of 1920, as amended, the 
5(f) section of the Hawai‘i State 

Admission Act, sovereignty, 
independence, self-determi-
nation, injustice, the Apology 
Bill and now the OHA and 
Kamehameha court cases. We 
also had rallies and demonstra-
tions.

All the above activities seem 
to be the “ingredients to bake a 
cake and the icing for the cake” 
for the Rice v. Cayetano court 
case. Finally, we are asking for 
federal recognition in S.147, 
the Akaka Bill. Today, there are 
only three groups of aborigi-
nal people in the whole United 
States: Indians, Eskimos and 
Hawaiians.

Hawaiians have been a divid-
ed community since Congress 
created the Hawaiian Homes 
Commission Act: the 50 per-
cent Hawaiian blood versus the 
less than 50 percent Hawaiian 
blood. After more than 80 
years, we are finally doing 
away with the blood quantum 

issue with the Akaka Bill. As 
long as you have an ancestor 
that is Hawaiian you qualify. 
By the way, Sen. Daniel Akaka 
is 75 percent Hawaiian and 25 
percent Chinese. What does 
this mean about Sen. Akaka? 
What’s good for him and his 
‘ohana should be good for me 
and my ‘ohana. He is also a 
kupuna.

There have been several 
changes to S.147 since the bill 
was introduced in Congress. 
This is a normal process. Any 
time you introduce a bill in the 
state Legislature or in Congress, 
when the bill comes back you 
hope you still recognize it.

And finally, I look forward 
to passing S.147, and maha-
lo a nui loa (thank you very 
much) to Sens. Akaka and 
Daniel Inouye, and Reps. Neil 
Abercrombie and Ed Case for 
all their hard work to pass  
the bill. 

Linda K. Dela Cruz 
Trustee, Hawai‘i

Can we keep  
Moloka‘i Moloka‘i?

Editor’s note: This 
month, Trustee 
Colette Machado 
shares her col-
umn space with 

Hawaiian community member 
Davianna Pömaika‘i McGregor. 

At a time when Hawaiian 
legacy lands are being 
eroded by challenges to 

the beneficiaries for whom the 
lands have been held in trust, 
the people of Moloka‘i have a 
unique opportunity to receive 
back lands that were alienated 
to offshore owners. 

But this opportunity comes 
with challenges and risks for our 
subsistence resources. And so, it 
is the community – especially 
the subsistence practitioners – 
who need to decide if these risks 
are acceptable and manageable. 
(Since I am not a subsistence 
practitioner, I abstained on the 
vote).

In the land use planning pro-
cess, most everyone did not sup-
port the proposal to develop 200 
luxury homes at Lä‘au Point. 

Instead, everyone supported 
(1) the extraordinary gifting of 
26,000 acres with an income 
of $250,000; (2) the permanent 
protection of another 29,000 
acres by Moloka‘i Properties 
Limited (MPL) to a Moloka‘i 
Land Trust; (3) management of 
the legacy lands of Nä‘iwa and 
Kä‘ana by cultural practitio-
ners; (4) reopening of Kaluako‘i 
Hotel; (5) protecting the jobs 
of the MPL employees; (5) no 
additional allocation of potable 
water; and (6) improvements to 

the MIS Water System.
Since the Lä‘au Point devel-

opment was the condition to 
achieve all of this, the majority 
of those involved in the planning 
process reluctantly agreed to 
take a risk and include the Lä‘au 
development in the Master Land 
Use Plan. But to minimize the 
risk, there were a lot of condi-
tions, restrictions and covenants 
for the design and development 
of the Lä‘au subdivision. 

The key issue is the protection 
of the subsistence and cultural 
resources of Lä‘au. We learned 
from Hale o Lono that once 
an area is opened up, the sub-
sistence resources are exploited 
and depleted. A lot of attention 
was given to regulating access to 
the Lä‘au shoreline and manag-
ing and monitoring the marine 
resources for subsistence. The 
key question is: are these condi-
tions and restrictions adequate to 
protect our subsistence resourc-
es? I hope that the community 
will carefully review these and 
make suggestions.

And, the process is not over. 
The Enterprise Community 
(EC) is funding the develop-
ment of an alternative to the 
Lä‘au development by Clark 
Stevens of New West Land 
Company and Ian Robertson. 
This alternative will be com-
pleted in time for the EC to 
make its decision on the com-
pleted Master Land Use Plan. 
The community can be involved 
with the alternative and with 
the EC decision.

Ultimately, the proposed 
development will need per-
mits from the county and the 
state and the community can 
give meaningful input at that  
point too. 

Colette Y. Machado 
Trustee, Moloka‘i and La-na‘i

Subscribe to the new Ka Wai Ola!

    808.594.1888
    www.oha.org
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Akaka Bill protects Hawaiian culture, traditions

Aloha 
käkou.
Hawaiians 

have now lost two 
cases in the 9th 

Circuit, and as we wait another 
month to see the results of the 
U.S. Senate vote on the Akaka 
Bill, we have time to reflect 
further on who we are and why 
so many of us are determined to 
preserve what Hawaiians have 
today rather than lose it all in 
the name of “equality” or “inde-
pendence.” I continue to hear 
from both sides opposing the 
bill, the race-based group and 
the independents, that neither is 

interested so much in allowing 
our culture to continue on but 
instead both want to remove our 
identity as an indigenous people 
of the United States.

The Arakaki plaintiffs with 
their charges of racial discrimi-
nation have no feeling for a group 
of people who have done no 
wrong to others except perhaps 
to have allowed the overthrow 
of their own nation through the 
trust their Queen had in the 
United States. They focus only 
on racial discrimination alleging 
that Hawaiians, if left to their 
own as they say Akaka would 
potentially do, would secede 
and create their own country to 
the detriment of the 80 percent 

non-Hawaiians who live here 
and to the United States. Well, 
sure, if the independents had 
their way. But the independents 
don’t speak for the vast majority 
of Hawaiians or non-Hawaiians, 
and to argue against Akaka by 
using the threats and claims of 
the independents, the race-based 
equal rights group continues to 
score in the national media. That 
is indeed a devious and mislead-
ing means of using one group 
of Hawaiians against another 
and achieving, in the end, their 
demise.

Most Hawaiians including me 
are descendants of other nation-
alities too. Our looks can be 
deceiving, with a blondie actual-

ly having more Hawaiian blood 
than a brownie depending on the 
mix. Ultimately, race really can-
not be the determining factor in 
arguing for the continued iden-
tity of Hawaiians so much as the 
culture both past and future. My 
Portuguese, English, and German 
ancestors came from homelands 
and cultures which that brought 
to these shores, where they met 
my Hawaiian ancestors and here, 
a part Hawaiian, I am today.  In 
the future, our posterity may 
become further diluted in blood 
but not necessarily in culture 
unless we are forced to give it 
up because we are not recog-
nized by Congress and thereby 
fortified against further attacks 
on our continued existence. For 

the independents, they will be 
able to continue to argue at the 
United Nations all they want. 
So why bring down the Akaka 
Bill and play into the hands of 
the Twigg-Smith and Arakaki 
crew to the detriment of all 
Hawaiians?

Native Hawaiians are a culture 
probably more than a blood. To 
be divided because we don’t like 
the wording of the Akaka Bill is 
to bet all we have as Hawaiians 
today on the U.N. or maybe some 
more favorable future adminis-
tration.  To do this is to lose 
Arakaki and to deny our posper-
ity, our homeland, our traditions, 
our identity and much more.  The 
time is now for Akaka! 

Boyd P. Mossman 
Trustee, Maui

Twigg-Smith trying to complete the coup his forebears started

Editor’s note: 
Trustee Oz Stender 
recently wrote a 
letter to the editor 
of The Honolulu 
Advertiser  in 

response to a letter they print-
ed from Thurston Twigg-Smith 
(Aug. 26, 2005). Although 
Trustee Stender’s letter was 
printed Sept. 6 in The Honolulu 
Advertiser, it was severely edit-
ed by the newspaper. Here is his 
letter in its entirety .

Thurston Twigg-Smith 
needs to come down 
from his Makiki Heights 

mansion and visit the Hawaiian 
communities that he says are 
“doing quite well by any stan-
dard.” (Advertiser letter 8/26). If 
he doesn’t have time to go to the 
outskirts to visit our Hawaiian 
communities, Papakölea is just 
down the road from his home.

In the Hawaiian communi-
ties he will find the real story, 
not the one being spun by his 
Grassroot Institute cohorts in 
their desperate attempt to kill 

the Akaka Bill. If he goes, he 
will find Hawaiians who, by and 
large, are nowhere near the class 
of the privileged. If he doesn’t 
want to make a personal visit, he 
could go online and check out a 
host of web sites proving that 
Hawaiians remain at the top of 
all the wrong lists.

In addition to other informa-
tion, he will find statistics kept 
by the Center on the Family at 
U.H. Mänoa (uhfamily.hawaii.
edu). There he will see num-
bers showing Hawaiian children 
with the highest percentages on 
free and reduced lunch, the low-
est SAT scores, and the high-
est teen birth, child abuse and  
neglect rates.

Recently, I learned that 52 
percent of Hawaiian children are 
in the foster care program due to 
neglect and abuse.

Twigg-Smith claims Hawaiians 
who have migrated to the main-
land are also doing just fine. 
It is incredible that he and the 
Grassroot Institute are getting 
away with making such asser-
tions when common sense says 
most left to try and scratch out 
a better living in lower cost 
locations. Is that the reason they 

are “better off,” being forced to 
live in places other than their 
homeland?

He makes another outland-
ish assertion, writing: “Is there 
really a class of people called 
‘Hawaiians?’ Not really.” Such 
insensitivity! Where has he 
been? I don’t think he would 
recognize a Hawaiian even if he 
stumbled over one.

Twigg-Smith’s apparent lega-
cy is to snuff out all semblances 
of Hawaiians in an attempt to 
prove his ancestors did no wrong 
in overthrowing the Hawaiian 
monarchy in 1893. He does this 
through letters to the newspa-
per he once owned. Fortunately, 
columnists like the Advertiser’s 
Dave Shapiro pointed out in a 
Feb. 2 column that Twigg-Smith 
has “made a retirement hobby of 
spinning his view of Hawaiian 
history and backing actions to 
strip Hawaiians of their indig-
enous rights.”

Shapiro also wrote: “And 
Twigg-Smith is in no posi-
tion to self-righteously scorn 
Hawaiian efforts to gain fed-
eral protection of their assets 
in OHA, Hawaiian Homes and 
Kamehameha Schools through 

the Akaka Bill. He owned a 
failing newspaper of little worth 
until Hawai‘i senators, at his 
behest, helped lobby through 
Congress protective legislation 
that allowed the Advertiser to 
join business operations with the 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin. After 
three decades of federal antitrust 
protection, in 1993 he was able 
to sell his newspaper that was 
once in danger of going belly up 
for $250 million – more than the 
total investment portfolio OHA 
had at the time to finance ser-
vices for all Hawaiians. Having 
profited himself from federal 
protection it is disingenuous for 
Twigg-Smith to now suggest 
there’s something inherently 
evil in Hawaiians seeking feder-
al help to guard against unwar-
ranted raids on their assets. Still 
most difficult to fathom is what 
drives men who have so much to 
zealously endeavor to take from 
those who have so little.”

No response to that Shapiro 
column by Twigg-Smith, but the 
newspaper he once owned con-
tinues to run his anti-Akaka Bill 
letters.

Twigg-Smith is also the “deep 
pocket” in the Grassroot drive 

against the Akaka Bill, and in 
the Arakaki v. Lingle case now 
before the U.S. 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals, the same court that 
dealt Kamehameha Schools a 
devastating blow in August.

The Arakaki lawsuit, which 
should be renamed the Twigg-
Smith lawsuit, seeks to toss 
30,000 Hawaiian homesteaders 
off their land and deny homes to 
40,000 other Hawaiians on the 
waiting list.

Twigg-Smith wants to kill 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
and all the programs OHA 
administers. The eventual goal 
among his fellow litigators 
and attorneys is to eliminate 
all programs that help Native 
Hawaiians, including the $70 
million a year provided by the 
federal government through 160 
acts of Congress. In their efforts 
to accomplish this, he and his 
Grassroot friends continue to try 
to rewrite history.  

Finishing the coup that his 
forebears started will be Twigg-
Smith’s legacy, and a sad legacy 
it will be.

For what will become of 
Hawai‘i without Hawaiians? 
‘Auwë! 

Oz Stender 
Trustee, At-large 
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E na- ‘ohana Hawai‘i: If you are planning a reunion or looking for genealogical information, Ka Wai Ola o OHA will print your listing at no charge on a space-avail-
able basis. Listings should not exceed 200 words. OHA reserves the right to edit all submissions for length. Send your information to OHA, or e-mail kwo@OHA.org. 
E ola na- mamo a Ha-loa! 

Aweau — We are planning a gathering 

to organize a reunion on O‘ahu. We need 

kökua to update our genealogy and form 

an ‘ohana committee. Contact Kolomona 

at 683-1146. Aweau descendants are 

Ioane: David, Lilia, Kahopuwaiki: 

Nalaieluaakamanu, John Keahiapele, James 

Hoolulu, Joseph Kahopuwaiki, Kauhaanu, 

Nakuilauhulu: Haaonui, Pohue, Wahinine, 

Mary Irene Ailimukala, Kaui, William, 

Mahoe; Kalaupaina, Hinaikamalamalama: 

Hihikaina, Akamakiu, Margaret Kamaha 

Aweau Padeken: John, Rose, Frederick, 

Charles, Annie. These descendants trace 

back to about 1850 –1870. Genealogy 

research was done by Henry Nalaielua and 

Larry Aweau. For more information, visit 

www.Aweaufamily.com.

Kahanamoku family search — Kimo 

(James) Kianoha Kahanamoku (Cook) was 

born between 1902 and 1905, and died in 

1932. His wife was Annis Eloise Cook. 

She is my great-grandmother and is still 

alive. James was born in Honolulu and 

died in Eugene, Ore., of tuberculosis. His 

mother’s name on his death certificate is 

Elizabeth and his father’s is Manuel. My 

great-grandma said they worked in the 

Royal Hawaiian Hotel in Waikïkï. Kimo 

left Honolulu on a ship and came to the 

Port of Seattle and worked his way down 

the coast to the Coos Bay area where he 

met my great-grandma. He must have 

come over in the early 1920s from the 

Honolulu. Kimo had five children before 

he died: Betty Lou Cook (died shortly after 

birth), James Lloyd Cook (died in 2004), 

Helen Delores Cook (my grandmother), 

Harold Joseph Cook and Manuel Kianoha 

Cook. If you have any information, contact 

Mikayle by phone at 541-344-4377 or 541-

912-1021, or by mail at 2230 Tyler Street, 

Eugene, OR 97405-2159.

Kekahuna family search — I am seeking 

relatives in the Hawaiian islands. My ‘ohana 

is Kekahuna. My father is a Kekahuna. His 

dad is David Noeau Kekahuna. My father 

is one of nine children. My grandfather’s 

wife is Emily A. Hage. I’m trying to meet 

any relatives to this ‘ohana. I was told that 

the Kekahuna ‘ohana is huge, and I’m 

working on the family genealogy. If you 

have any information on the Kekahuna or 

Hage families, contact Lavaina Kekahuna-

Hoaeae at 696-6838 or email to

ekahunapride@hotmail.com or write to 

87-1643 Ulehawa Rd, Wai‘anae, HI 96792

Kaleleiki family search — The family of 

Samuel Kekuaokala‘aualailiahi Kaleleiki of 

Maunawili seeks contact with the descen-

dants of Robert Kaleo Welolani Kaleleiki, 

the fifth child of our makua ali‘i. He was 

born 5/25/1889 and died 12/10/1953. The 

use and disposition of the family property 

at Maunawili is being considered and all 

beneficiaries need to be represented at 

family meetings planned for June and 

September 2005. Contact David Helela 

by mail at 180 Hawaiiana St., Kapa‘a, HI 

96746, or by phone at 808-823-0973, or 

email at davidhelela@msn.com.

Kumahakaua (Kilauano) — We are gath-

ering information to organize a reunion 

on Kaua‘i. We need kökua to update our 

genealogy and to form a ‘ohana commit-

tee. We are looking for the descendants 

of Kumahakaua (Kilauano)/Baba (Papa) 

and Kainoapuka/Kaoao. The Kumahakaua 

‘ohana consisted of six children who were 

all originally from Hamakua, Hawai‘i 

Island and later relocated to Kaua‘i. The 

children were: Louis, Kamaile, Kilauano 

Liilii, Kamala, Alika and Kamaluhia. 

The Kainoapuka ‘ohana, originally 

from Kalalau and Mana, consisted of 

five children. They were: Kalaulahaole, 

Kawahinenohopali, Kailiau, Pakana and 

Kawehiwa. These descendants trace back 

to the 1700s-1800s. Genealogy research 

was done by Carolyn Kilauano. For infor-

mation, contact Kunane Aipoalani at 337-

1219, Rhoda Kilauano Golden at 337-1104 

or email at Grhoda@aol.com.

Lu‘uloa – Nä mo‘opuna of Samuel 

Lu‘uloa Sr. (born Oct. 1, 1905, in Kaluaaha 

Moloka‘i) are planning a family reunion 

in July 2007 on Moloka‘i. His daugh-

ters are Elizabeth Chang of ‘Aiea, O‘ahu, 

and Alice Smith of Ho‘olehua, Moloka‘i. 

His sons are Paul Lu‘uloa of Moloka‘i, 

Thomas Lu‘uloa of Pearl City, O‘ahu, 

Walter Lu‘uloa of Nänäkuli, O‘ahu, and 

Henry Lu‘uloa of Moloka‘i. His mo‘opuna 

are asking for all the family members to 

submit updated information on names, 

addresses, phone numbers and e-mail. We 

would like all information as soon as pos-

sible so we can start a committee. The 

contact person is Sam Lu‘uloa: P.O. Box 

1516, Kaunakakai, HI 96748; cell, 808-

336-1445; e-mail, luuloa@hotmail.com. 

Also contact Joreen N. Mamuad: P.O. Box 

1521, Kaunakakai, HI 96748; home, 808-

567-6221; e-mail, joreenn.m.@yahoo.com

Panaewa — The Panaewa ‘ohana reunion 

will be held in August 2006. We invite 

the families and descendents of George 

Kahoiwai Panaewa, Solomon Kahaluakea 

Panaewa and Richard Keliinui Panaewa 

to participate. For information, contact 

Alohalani Pang on O‘ahu at 696-8139 or 

Kahili Kawainui Norman at 808-885-6792 

on Hawai‘i Island.

Waikoloa family search — We are plan-

ning a family gathering of the Waikoloa 

‘ohana. We are attempting to locate 

the family members of Jacob Waikoloa 

(born on Maui, 1885) and his first wife, 

Philomena Paakaula (born on Kaua’i, 

date unknown). Jacob had a second wife, 

Mary Waikoloa. Jacob’s father’s name 

is unknown, but his mother was Victoria 

Kauhaahaa. Our family is related through 

Mathias Waikoloa (born in Waipahu, 

1907), son of Jacob and Philomena. We 

request that if your family is related in 

any way to please contact Rae Leong at 

236-0115.q  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Archaeological 
Consultants of the Pacific, Inc. (ACP) represent-
ing Mr. Larry Latham, has identified an unmarked 
burial at TMK: 5-8-06: 46, at a property in Kaunala 
Ahupua‘a, Ko‘olauloa District, Island of O‘ahu.

Based on stylistic observations, it is believed that 
the remains are most likely Hawaiian and proper 
treatment shall occur in accordance with Chapter 
6E of the Hawai‘i Revised Statutes regarding burial 
sites. Proposed treatment of the burial is to preserve 
the remains in place; however, the decision whether 
to preserve in place or disinter and relocate the 
human remains shall be made by the O‘ahu Island 
Burial council in concert with the wishes of lineal  
descendants.

The Council is requesting families of HAWAIIANS 
WHO ONCE LIVED IN KAUNALA AHUPUA‘A, 
KO‘OLAULOA DISTRICT, or who may have knowl-
edge regarding these remains, to immediately contact 
Ms. Sunny Greer of the State Historic Preservation 
Division at (808) 692-8018, or Ms. Melanie Chinen of 
the State Historic Preservation Division at (808) 692-
8015 to present information regarding appropriate 
treatment of the human remains. Individuals respond-
ing must be able to adequately demonstrate a family 

connection to the burial or the ahupua‘a of Kaunala.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Archaeological 
Consultants of the Pacific, Inc. (ACP) representing 
Mr. Michael J. Krochina of Krochina Engineering, has 
identified three burials at TMK: 8-7-10:9 at a property 
in Kukuiopa‘e Ahupua‘a, South Kona District, Island 
of Hawai‘i.

Based on stylistic observations and informant tes-
timony, it is believed that the remains are most 
likely Hawaiian and proper treatment shall occur in 
accordance with Chapter 6E of the Hawai‘i Revised 
Statutes regarding burial sites.  Proposed treatment 
of the burials is to preserve the remains in place; 
however, the decision whether to preserve in place or 
disinter and relocate the human remains shall be made 
by the Hawai‘i Island Burial Council in concert with 
the wishes of lineal descendants.

The Council is requesting families of HAWAIIANS 
WHO ONCE LIVED IN KUKUIOPA‘E AHUPUA‘A, 
SOUTH KONA DISTRICT, or who may have knowl-
edge regarding these remains, to immediately contact 
Keola Lindsey of the State Historic Preservation 
Division at (808) 327-3692 to present informa-
tion regarding appropriate treatment of the human 

remains.  Individuals responding must be able to 
adequately demonstrate a family connection to the 
burial(s) or the ahupua‘a of Kukuiopa‘e

ALL PERSONS HAVING INFORMATION con-
cerning an unmarked burial on a roughly 72-acre prop-
erty (TMK: 3-8-2-002:002) in Kealakekua Ahupua‘a, 
South Kona District, Island of Hawai‘i are hereby 
requested to contact Dr. Bob Rechtman, Rechtman 
Consulting, LLC (808) 966-7636, HC1 Box 4149, 
Kea‘au, HI 96749, and/or Mr. Keola Lindsey, Burial 
Sites Program (808) 327-3692, 555 Këkuhihewa 
Building, 601 Kamokila Blvd., Kapolei, HI 96707.

Appropriate treatment of the remains will occur 
in accordance with HRS, Chapter 6E, respective to 
the burial site. The landowner intends to preserve the 
burial in place, following the preparation of a Burial 
Treatment Plan in consultation with any identified 
descendants and with the approval of the Hawai‘i 
Island Burial Council. All interested parties should 
respond within thirty (30) days of this notice and 
provide information to DLNR-SHPD adequately dem-
onstrating lineal descent from these specific Native 
Hawaiian remains, or cultural descent from ancestors 
once residing or buried in the same ahupua‘a. 

NO KA  I L INA  •  BUR IAL  NOT IC ES
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Type or clearly write your 24-word-or-less ad and mail to: 
OHA at 711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Honolulu, HI 96813. Make check payable to OHA.Classifieds only $12.50 

A F F O R D A B L E 
HEALTHCARE: $69.95/ mo per 
family. Pre-existing conditions 
accepted. The non-insurance solu-
tion. Savings on hospitals, doctors, 
dental, vision and much more! 
Call Myrah at 808-696-5113. 
CEO6778.

ALWAYS FRESH OPIHI FROM 
BIG ISLAND: For graduations, 
weddings, political party lü‘aus 
etc. Real ‘ono, fresh frozen, $215 
– gal, $109 – 1/2 gal, $65 1 qt. Call 
O‘ahu: 808-262-7887.

ANAHOLA HAVEN 2 bdrm. 
cedar A-frame home on 1 acre. 
Natural setting, overlooking 
secluded valley. Ocean & moun-
tain views. 5 minutes to beach. 
$999, 999. Contact 808-639-7434 
or carolmarire@yahoo.com.

DON’T LOSE YOUR 
HOMESTEAD IN WAIOHULI 
ON MAUI! We can help you to get 
financing, design your home and 
build it. Call 808-877-7590 ASAP.

FOR SALE by owner: 3 bdrm/ 
2 bath, 1 year old, 1,176 sq. ft. 
on 0.8-acre property. Rim lot. 
Waiohuli Maui. $425,000/ OBO. 
Serious or DHHL qualified only. 
822-3958 evenings.

FOR SALE: For a list of home-
stead lots and homes for sale, 
email or call (leave message, your 
fax no. or address) Charmaine 
‘Ilima Quilit (R) at 295-4474; 
toll free: 1-877-521-2500. 

Century 21 Realty Specialists, 
charmainequilit@yahoo.com.
FOR SALE: Hawaiian Homes 
lease at Waiohuli, Kula, Maui. 
SERIOUS buyers only please. 
Cash & 50% Hawaiian blood 
clearance needed. 808-344-4124 
or 281-9081.

FOR SALE: Princess Kahanu 
Estates. 3 bdrm/ 2.5 baths (DHHL- 
Leasehold). Contact Charmaine 
‘Ilima Quilit (R) at 295-4474; 
toll free: 1-877-521-2500. 
Century 21 Realty Specialists, 
charmainequilit@yahoo.com.

FOR SALE: Wai‘anae Kai 
Homestead. Beautiful, custom-
built 2 story single-fam. home, 5 
bdrm, 6 f. bath, detached lndry/ 
ba, 29’ x 29’ lap pool, 3-car garage 
& other amenities. Good neighbor-
hood near school, bus route, beach. 
Home is priced high. Qualified 
serious minded person should 
phone 808-523-8439.

HARP THERAPY: Kï hö‘alu me 
ka hapa, with all types of music, 
live on a gold concert harp for your 
next event. Customized programs. 
Lowest price in town. 944-0077.

HAWAIIAN HOMES LEASE to 
50% Hawaiian: Kawaihae Makai, 
Hawai‘i. Best offer. Call 808-395-
1558, .

HAWAIIAN HOMESTEAD 
LOT FOR SALE – NÄNÄKULI: 
Lot size 15,834 sq. ft.; Address: 
89-210 Lepeka Ave. (back lot). 

Must be 50% Hawaiian. Phone 
595-6391 or 342-2961.

HAWAIIAN HOMESTEAD LOT 
WANTED: Qualified 50% native 
Hawaiian kupuna looking to buy 
HHL lease in the Kula area. Call 
Pam: 808-879-4696.

HELP US HELP THOUSANDS 
of Americans protect themselves 
against IDENTITY THEFT. Find 
out more about our business 
opportunity today! For more info 
call Ruth Ahlo-Ruiz, Independent 
Associate 808-960-4657.

HERBALIFE: Independent dis-
tributor. Call 808-721-4332 or 
email: debwhite808@att.net for 
products and/ or extra income.

INTERESTED IN BUYING OR 
SELLING A HOME? I can help. 
Lahela Keliikuli (S) Cell phone: 
368-3951.

LOOKING FOR LOT in Keokea 
and or Waiohuli, Maui, paying top 
dollar. Family looking to move 
home from Vegas. 702-806-7962.

LOTTERY: Guaranteed income 
producing system. FREE informa-
tion 1-877-526-6957, ID #S0493.

MAKE MONEY playing the lot-
tery. Guaranteed system. FREE 
report. Call toll-free: 1-877-526-
6957, ID#S0493

MEETING ROOM: CramSchool 
Learning Center available for 

meetings 8:30 am - 3 p.m. 1311 
Kapi‘olani Blvd. Seats 16, free 
parking. 382-0304
OWN YOUR OWN HOME-
BASED BUSINESS: Enjoy more 
time with your family. Full or part 
time. Training provided. Phone: 
225-5270; toll free: 888-936-9025.

PONCHO’S SOLAR SERVICE: 
Solar water heating contractor, 
utility rebates, tax credits, save 
money. HECO & MECO approved 
independent contractor, new sys-
tems, pool heating systems, repairs. 
Free estimates. O‘ahu: 422-4266; 
Maui: 808-760-2345. Located in 
Waiohuli Homestead.

TAKING WELLNESS TO THE 
WORLD! Scientific breakthrough 
VIBE!!! Nothing like it on the 
market. Listen to testimony: 1-
580-431-2704 press 2, then 1. Call 
808-741-0693 or 808-696-5030 
kaiomoo1@hawaii.rr.com.

WAI‘ANAE: Great 2 bdrm/ 2 bath, 
corner fenced yard, lg. double car-
port, storage. Must be 50% native 
Hawaiian – DHHL Lease. $235,000. 
Graham Realty, 536-9626.

WAIOHULI MAUI LESSEE sell-
ing parcel. Interested party call 668-
8263.

WANTED: Fee simple & 
Homestead properties. Contact 
Charmaine ‘Ilima Quilit (R) 295-
4474, or toll free: 1-877-521-2500. 
Century 21 Realty Specialists. 
charmainequilit@yahoo.com.

email: kwo@OHA.org
websites:
www.OHA.org
www.NativeHawaiians.com
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711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Ste. 500
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EAST HAWAI‘I (HILO)
162-A Baker Avenue
Hilo, HI 96720
Phone: 808.920.6418
Fax: 808.920.6421

WEST HAWAI‘I (KONA)
75-5706 Hanama Pl., Ste. 107
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Phone: 808.329.7368
Fax: 808.326.7928

MOLOKA‘I / LĀNA‘I
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-
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P.O. Box 1717
Kaunakakai, HI 96748
Phone: 808.560.3611
Fax: 808.560.3968

Kaua‘i / Ni‘ihau
3-3100 Kūhiō Hwy., Ste. C4
Li¯hu‘e, HI 96766-1153
Phone: 808.241.3390
Fax: 808.241.3508

Maui
140 Ho‘ohana St., Ste. 206 
Kahului, HI 96732
Phone: 808.243.5219
Fax: 808.243.5016

Washington, D.C.
1301 Connecticut Ave. NW, Ste.200
Washington, D.C. 20036
Phone: 202.721.1388
Fax:  202.466.7797

Notice to Readers

Ka Wai Ola o OHA will accept for consideration 
news releases and letters to the editor on topics of 
relevance and interest to OHA and Hawaiians, as 
well as special events and reunion notices. Ka Wai 
Ola o OHA reserves the right to edit all material for 
length and content, or not to publish as available 
space or other considerations may require. Ka Wai 
Ola o OHA does not accept unsolicited manu-
scripts. Deadline for submissions is the eighth day 
of every month. Late submissions are considered 
only on a space-available basis.

©2005 Office of Hawaiian Affairs. All rights reserved.

nity. There is no extinguishment 
of claims provision, or language 
that could be so construed.

In short, the situation remains 
the same as before the Akaka Bill 
was introduced, the same as it has 
been throughout the legislative 
process.

Further, the recent amend-
ments include provisions ben-
eficial to Native Hawaiians. 
After the bill is signed into 
law, the Native Hawaiian, state, 
and federal governments will 
engage in far-ranging negotia-
tions over sovereignty, repara-
tions, and other issues. Section 

8 now expressly provides that 
these negotiations will include 
“grievances regarding assertions 
of historical wrongs committed 
against Native Hawaiians by the 
United States or by the State of 
Hawaii.”

This provision is a pointed 
reminder that Native Hawaiians 
have been wronged, by the over-
throw and otherwise, and that a 
valid claim remains even though 
sovereign immunity bars court 
action. It is reasonable to expect 
that the Native Hawaiian govern-
ment will seek and will receive 
the Hawaiian Home Lands; the 
assets of the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs, with an estimated worth 
of approximately $350 million; 
perhaps some of the ceded lands 
now under government control; 

and money damages. The “his-
torical wrongs” language just 
added to the bill should further 
that expectation.

Basically, then, the Akaka Bill 
continues the status quo that 
court claims are barred by sov-
ereign immunity, but the legisla-
tion will create a promising new 
forum for redress—the negotia-
tions among the three govern-
ments. 

This may end up being bet-
ter than the courts. The truth is 
that, while some mainland tribes 
have achieved some satisfaction 
in various claims processes, the 
court cases have also brought 
many frustrations. Among other 
things, most have dragged on 
for decades and many have cost 
millions. When tribes did reach 

good results, they occurred at 
negotiating tables.

Native Hawaiians are well-
positioned to make progress 
after the bill becomes law. The 
United States is likely to defer to 
the state on many issues. While 
all native groups wish for much 
more than they receive from the 
dominant society, the State of 
Hawai‘i has been a valuable ally 
throughout this process – and 
generally has been more recep-
tive to Native rights over the 
years than any other state. 

Most importantly, Native 
Hawaiians will be able to present 
a compelling case. The leader-
ship is strong and native people 
on all the Islands are determined 
to achieve real self-determina-
tion, real justice. 

Wilkinson
Continued from page 6



Kamehameha preschools are accepting applications for the 2006–2007
school year. Kamehameha offers programs for three-year-olds at
selected sites, and programs for four-year-olds in all areas.   

O‘AHU
Honolulu (Hawai‘i Kai to Pearl City) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds
Ko‘olaupoko (Waima-nalo to Kailua)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds 
Ko‘olauloa (Kaa-ne‘ohe to Waimea Bay) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds 
Waialua (Waimea Bay to Ka‘ena Pt., Mililani & Wahiawa-) . . . .3 & 4-year-olds 
Wai‘anae Coast (Waipahu to Ma-kaha)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds 

HAWAI‘I
Ha-ma-kua (Honoka‘a to Pa‘auilo)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds
East Hawai‘i (all of East Hawai‘i)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds
West Hawai‘i (Kohala/Waimea to Ho-naunau)  . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds

MAUI
Central Maui (all Maui except for Ha-na)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4-year-olds
Pauku-kalo (all Maui except for Ha-na)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds
Ha-na (Ke‘anae to Kahikinui)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds

KAUA‘I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 & 4-year-olds

MOLOKA‘I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4-year-olds 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  2 0 0 6

KS’ policy on admissions is to give preference to 
applicants of Hawaiian ancestry to the extent permitted by law.

For applications call 842-8800 on O‘ahu or 
1-800-842-IMUA x8800 from the neighbor islands. 

For preschool information call 842-8887 on O‘ahu or 
1-800-842-IMUA x8887 from the neighbor islands. 

Financial Aid is available. 

Kamehameha is a non-denominational 
Protestant Christian school.

Applicants who wish to be considered under that policy must have
their Hawaiian ancestry verified by KS’ Ho‘oulu Hawaiian Data

Center. For information call (808) 523-6228 or 1-800-842-4682,
press 9, then 36228. Or visit www.ksbe.edu/datacenter.

can be child’s play

KAMEHAMEHA SCHOOLS


