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Commission holds Kaho'olawe hearings 
by Deborah L. Ward 

Editor, Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA 

What fate lies ahead for the island of 
Kaho'olawe? Will its use as a military target island 
resume or will it be returned to the state of 
Hawai'i? These questions are at the heart of the 
work before the Kaho'olawe Conveyance 
Commission, which is holding its first round of 
public hearings that began in April and conclude 
this month. 

The Kah o'olawe Is la nd Conveyance 
Commission was established by federal legislation 
in late 1990 to study and recommend terms and 
conditions for returning the island to the state of 
Hawai'i. Bombing of the island was halted in 
October last year, for two years, by order of 
President Bush. 

Commission members include: chairman and 
former Maui Mayor Hannibal M. Tavares; vice-
chairman Dr. Noa Emmett Aluli , a member of 
Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana; OHA trustee A. 
Frenchy DeSoto; and James A. Kelly and H. 
Howard Stephenson, who were appointed by 
Navy Secretary Lawrence Garrett. 

S taff to the commission are executive director 
Rodger Betts, a Maui attorney, and deputy 
director Velma Santos, a former state legislator. 

The commission will hold hearings about 
Kaho'olawe this month on Tuesday, May 14 
from 2 to 6 p.m. at the Maui County Council 
chambers in Wailuku, Maui; on Wednesday 
May 15 from 2 to 6 p.m. in the Kaua'i 
Community College Dining Room in Lihu'e, 
Kaua 'i; and Thursday, May 30 from 2 to 6 
p.m. at the Lana' i Library meeting room in 
Lana'i City, Lana'i. The public is invited to 
attend and welcome to submit either 
written (10 copies are requested) or oral 
testimony on the following Kaho'olawe 
issues of concern: 

• significant cultural history of 
Kaho'olawe 

• restoration and rehabilitation of 
Kaho'olawe 

• future use of Kaho'olawe 
• military use of Kaho'olawe 
• title to , and jurisdiction of Kaho'olawe 
For further information call 242-4959, the 

commission's office on Maui. 
Hearings have already been held on Moloka'i, in 

Hilo and Kailua-Kona and in Honolulu . The 
commission has sought to notify all organizations , 
both public and private , with an interest in 
Kaho'olawe to respond with their testimony. 
(Editor's note: notice of the April hearings 
reached Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA after publication of 
the April issue.) 
Moloka'i shares its mana'o 

At the first Commission public hearing on the 
fut ure of Kaho'olawe, chairman Hannibal Tavares 
told the 75 persons gathered at Mitchell Pau'ole 
Center in Kaunakakai, Moloka'i, "This is a 
milestone in the dynamic history of Hawai'i nei." 

He stressed that the commission wants the 
enti re community to participate in the decision on 
the fate of the island. All public testimony will be 
part of the report the commission will make to 
Congress with its final recommendations. The 
commission has until December 1992 to present 
this final report to Congress. 

Walter Ritte tells commissioners (at right, chairman Hannibal Tavares) once the island is 
returned to the state "Leave Kaho'olawe alone." 

During the hearings individual commission 
members will not be. making position statements. 
The purpose of the hearings is to invite and record 
public opinion on the future status of the island. 
However, in prior remarks, three of the 
commission members , Tavares, DeSoto and Aluli 
have publicly stated their belief the island should 
be returned to the state and that use of the island 
for target practice should cease. 

Hawai'i news media reports on a commission 
visit to Kaho'olawe last month quoted Navy 
personnel as saying Kaho'olawe was still needed as a 
target range because it offers conditions that 
cannot be duplicated elsewhere. Navy replanting 
efforts are also underway to prevent erosion, they 
say. 

Moloka'i residents, from homesteaders to 
students (who submitted 60 letters of testimony) 
testified on the first day before the commissioners 
and unanimously favored the return of 
Kaho'olawe. Many called for the island to be cleared, 
at federal expense, of as much ordnance as 
possible in advance of the return. They favored 
continued stewardship of the island going to the 
Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana. 

The Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana in a January 
1991 position statement maintained that the 
Navy does not need Kaho'olawe for training 
because other alternatives to meet training needs 
are available. The 'Ohana believes continued 
military use of the island poses a danger to the 
growing population of Kihei, Maui and is a public 
nuisance for human and wildlife communities on 
Maui, Moloka'i and Lana'i. The 'Ohana's long 
opposition to bombing and shelling on the island 
also stems from the belief these activities violate 
and interfere with traditional and contemporary 
Hawaiian spiritual beliefs, customs and practices, 
such as "aloha 'aina'. " 

The 'Ohana believe Kaho'olawe should revert 
to the state and be land banked for the Hawaiian 
people's nation by the federal or state government 
and managed under 'ohana stewardship until the 

Hawaiian nation is recognized and re-established . 
The future use of the island is envisioned as a 
traditional sacred place, a place of refuge, as a 
cultural learning center, and as a natural marine 
and land reserve where Hawaiian access and 
gathering rights are recognized and allowed. 

Walter Ritte , Jr. , who was involved in the first 
landings on Kaho'olawe and served a brief 
sentence for criminal trespass at the time, told the 
commission he believes the military must not be 
allowed any use of Kaho'olawe . He wants the 
commission to bring criminal charges against the 
U.S . military for destruction of the island. 

Unlike most other witnesses, Ritte said the 
island, once returned, should be left alone by 
everyone, with neither use by Hawaiians nor the 
general public . "Leave Kaho'olawe alone. She will 
heal herself." He said issues of restoration and 
jurisdiction can "wait until the year 3000." 

Kamakahukilani Von Oelhoffen, who was born 
and raised on Moloka'i, said she felt the federal and 
state governments have been negligent in the past 
toward the island. She said its future care should 
be entrusted to Ka Lahui Hawai'i to protect and 
perpetuate cultural values of indigenous peoples, 
with Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana continuing as 
steward. 

Molokai High School teacher Moses Kim 
presented a brief slide show to the commissioners 

'continued page 23 
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An open letter to the State Legislature from OHA: 
In the course of the current legislative 

session, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs has 
provided the testimony on a number of bills , 
some that it has sponsored, some initiated 
by others. In watching the flow of legislation, 
we have noticed a slowly evolving 
inclination to look to OHA for funding 
assistance out of the special funds that 
OHA receives as a result of its 20 percent 
share of revenues from the ceded land trust. 

We believe there are several reasons for 
the tendency to view OHA as a funding 
source: 

1. The gloomy outlook on general 
revenues as a result of the recession and as 
exacerbated by the Persian Gulf War; 

2. A feeling that OHA may be "flush with 
money" as a result of the clarification of 
OHA trust revenues and the formula for 
calculating the OHA entitlement, including 
the past due amount; and 

3. A less than full appreciation, or 
perhaps a misunderstanding , of the 
limitations that govern the use of money 
derived from the ceded land trust. 

The third of the foregoing reasons is the 
one we believe needs to be dealt with . A 
fuller appreciation of how OHA special 
funds can be used and the effect of funding 
restrictions would be helpful in curbing an 
exaggerated sense of OHA's fi nancial well-
being. 

The money OHA derives from the ceded 
land trust is, as we have noted in testimony, 

II The....-
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Bank of Hawaii is happy to 

sponsor the Heritage Series, an 
exploration of the varied cultural 
heritage of Hawaii and its people. 

Don't miss these fascinating 
programs. They deal with subjects 
from volcanoes and the taro industry, 
to Hawaiian family aumakuas, the 
fabled beach boys of the old Moana 
Hotel, and early Radio Days in Hawaii. 

Listen to the Heritage Series at 
12:30 p.m . on the last Sunday of every 
month. tune in to KCCN Radio, 
14201AM. If you miss Sunday's program, 
don't worry. You can catch the rebroad-
cast on Wednesday evening, 7:00 p.m., 
10 days after the original broadcast. 

We sincerely hope you like these 
programs. Aloha. 

Banft of Hawaii 
HAWAII'S BANK 

MEMBER FOIC 

• 

to be used for the betterment of the native 
Hawaiian who possesses at least 50 percent 
Hawaiian blood. Our ability to serve 
Hawaiians of less than 50 percent blood 
quantum, and there are more of them than 
there are native Hawaiians, depends 
entirely on the general funds appropriated 
to OHA by the Legislature. 

In acting on OHA budgets, the 
Legislature has followed the practice of 
exacting an even dollar match of special 
funds to the general funds that it approves. 
Thus OHA's budget and its expenditures 
have come to be regarded as a 50/ 50 match. 
What concerns us as we notice the 
increasing tendency to seek funding 
assistance through OHA's special funds, is 
that OHA won't necessarily be able to 
participate on an equal sharing basis. 

A program like the Department of 
Education's Hawaiian Language Immersion 
Project is a case in point. For discussion 
purposes , say that the project requires 
funding for $600,000 and it is proposed that 
OHA provide $300,000 of that amount from 
its special trust money. There are , at the 
outset, two restricting conditions. In this 
instance, the immersion project, though 
attended predominantly by students of 
Hawaiian ancestry , is not restricted to 
Hawaiians only. Secondly , there is a mix 
among the Hawaiian students between 
those who are 50 percent or more Hawaiian 
blood and those who are less. OHA special 

trust funds are to be spent for the 
betterment of the former only. 

Taking the example a step further, we 
may need help to establish a pro rata share, 
based upon the number of eligible 
beneficiaries of the trust money. Assume 
there are 400 students in the program, 80 of-
whom are at least one-half Hawaiian. There 
would be serious question as to whether the 
special trust money can be spent on more 
than the 80 native Hawaiian students. 
Consequently, it is possible that OHA may 
not be able to spend more than $60,000 on 
behalf of the project. Where the required 
program funding is $600,000, the actual 
funding (with OHA as a source) may not 
amount to more than $360,000. 

The final consideration is one that may, at 
first blush, seem self-serving, and that is the 
fiduciary responsibility ascribed to the 
trustees and their responsibility for 
deciding the use of the special funds 
entrusted to their management. These are 
responsibilities for which trustees are 
accountable and should be reserved for the 
exercise of their judgements. 

The Office appreciates very much the 
efforts of the Legislature in giving it the 
ability to serve those of less than 50 percent 
native blood. Until we are successful in 
creating an entitlement for this group of 
Hawaiian beneficiaries, we are obliged to 
assure that the trust obligation to the native 
Hawaiian is not breached. 

Kamau'u in concert May 18 
The fifth annual Island Dance Festival, 

presented by Dances We Dance, Inc. will feature 
the nationally acclaimed Halau Hula 0 Hoakalei 
under the direction of kumu hula Hoakalei 
Kamau'u in "A Tribute To 'Iolani Luahine." This 
legendary dancer, known as Hawaii's high-
priestess of the hula, will be seen in a few rare film 
recordings that will be accompained by the 
chanting of her niece Hoakalei Kamau'u. This hula 
kahiko (ancient) concert marks the Halau Hula 0 
Hoakalei's 36th anniversary, and will take place 
Saturday, May 18 at 8 p.m. at the Mamiya Theatre 
located at the St. Louis/ Chaminade Campus. 

I II 

Hoakalei Kama-u'u 

Tickets are available at the House of Music, Ala 
Moana Shopping Center, and at the door one and 
a half hours before show time. Admission is: $10 
(adults) $8 (students and senior citizens) $3 
(children 12 years or younger). The door opens at 
7:30 p.m. Wheelchair access. For information, call 
537-2152 . 

j 
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Coalition seeks $ for sovereignty workshops 
A coalition of Native Hawaiian organizations 

and individuals has begun to meet together to 
hammer out a joint application for a federal grant 
to fund statewide public educational workshops 
on the options for Native Hawaiian sovereignty 
and self-determination. 

The Administration for Native Americans has 
required the participation of a broad spectrum of 
Hawaiian organizations in the development and 
submittal of the grant application. Previous grant 
.applications were denied when agreement could 
not be reached to include all major players in 
Hawaiian political activity today. 

Demonstrating renewed commitment to pursue 
federal funding with the full spectrum of Hawaiian 
political interests, the Native Hawaiian 
Educational Workshop Coalition represents 
members from more than 20 diverse community 
organizations and agencies. These include the 
Native Hawaiian Advisory Council, Hawaiian 
Civic and Political Action Committee (HACPAC), 
Ka Lahui Hawaii, Pro-Hawaiian Sovereignty 
Working Group, Ka Pakaukau, Association of 
Hawaiian Civic Clubs, Native Hawaiian Legal 
Corp. and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. The 
coalition began meeting in April to write a 

successful grant application to the Administration 
for Native Americans. Federal funds for such 
workshop are available through ANA. Their goal 
is to inform the Hawaiian community (and 
interested public) of Hawaiian political and legal 
rights in order that Hawaiians may make informed 
decisions regarding critical issues such as 
sovereignty, self-determination, self-sufficiency 
and self-reliance. 

Several committees have been formed and are 
meeting to work out details of the grant 
application . Members of the program design 
committee include: Julie Cachola, Mahealani 
Kamauu, Joe Chang, Lela Hubbard, Kioni 
Dudley, Mililani Trask, Dr. Kekuni Blaisdell, Keoni 
Agard, Poka Laenui (Hayden Burgess) and OHA 
trustees Moanikeala Akaka and Rowena Akana. 
Members of the administrative entity design 
committee include: Liz Martin, Bruss Keppeler, 
Mel Kalahiki, Dr. Kekuni Blaisdell, Mililani Trask, 
and Charles Kaaiai. 

The next ANA grant application deadline is May 
24. 

One concern voiced by several committee 
members is that the educational workshops 
should not advocate any single model of possible 

Hawaiian sovereignty. They hope to ensure broad 
grassroots support and a large public turnout to 
involve as many Hawaiians as possible. 

The preliminary outline of workshop activities, 
still in a working concensus form, would address 
questions such as: 

• What is sovereignty? 
• How does this interact with current public 

benefit (for example, would Social Security 
benefits be lost?) 

• What are the sovereign powers that could be 
exercised by a native government? 

The 1990 grant application proposed to provide 
the Native Hawaiian community with all available 
information on sovereignty and self-determination 
relative to international law, Native Americans in 
the U.S. and trust territories, and to include the 
status of Native Hawaiian initiatives for self-
government. 

It sought funding for community mass 
education to "coalesce Native Hawaiians around a 
united strategy of nationhood so they may be able 
to pursue historical claims for alienation of their 
land base and natural resources and cultural and 
traditional rights ... and to recognize their native 
birthright in their homeland." 

Moloka Ii homesteader recalls pioneer days 
Editor's note: The identity of the Hawaiian 
homestead family featured on the cover of the 
March issue of Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA has been 
revealed. Mahalo to the 'ohana of David K. Pa,' 
Sr., who called the Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA office 
when they recognized their family in the 
photograph, which was lent to the newspaper by 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. The 
story is told by the oldest surviving daughter, Alice 
Pa Aiwohi: 

The family of David K. Pa, Sr. moved to Molokai 
in 1925 to take possession of their 40-acre 
agricultural homestead lot #40 at Hoolehua. While 
Pa built the home, the family lived with his aunt, 
Emily Maliu at Kalamaula. They moved into their 
new home as soon as he put up the corrugated 
iron for the windows and the door. 

It was hard work, to survive on the land at that 

time, says eldest daughter Alice Pa Aiwohi. She 
remembers the photo being taken when she was 
14 years old while they were harvesting corn for 
chicken feed. 

Now 79, Aiwohi moved back to Hoolehua in 
1985 with her husband Edward Joseph Kawai 
Aiwohi, 84, onto his fi ve-acre lot. She teaches 
Hawaiian language for adult education programs 
on Molokai and teaches fourth and fifth graders 
from Kaunakakai School and Kilohana School. 

She teaches for love, and does her work for the 
people. She also interprets land deeds in 
Hawaiian. 

She remembered her seven children didn't want 
her to move back to Moloka'i, but she was 
determined to get back onto the land before it was 
too late. She considers it a blessing to be back on 
the land. The Aiwohis moved onto the homestead 
on April 1, 1990. For a home, they bought a 

These are members of the David K. Pa, . family, before their home at Hoolehua 
homestead lot #40. The photo appeared in the 1927 Hawaiian Homes Commission annual 
report. From left to right: David Kalauhala Pa, II (in back), David Kalauhala Pa, Sr., William 
Kalahiki Pa, Leslie Lani Pa, Alice Pa (now Aiwohi), Harriet Haleaka Pa (now Amundsen), 
Virginia Kauanoe Pa (now Lawrence), and mother Katherine Rowan Pa. The Pa's raised 16 
children, including hanai children. Surviving children today include sisters Alice Aiwohi and 
Harriet Amundsen (shown at right) and brother George Kahinu. 

shipping container found by her nephew Conrad 
Pa. He helped her to convert the container into a 
comfortable home, with windows and a door. 
Today she says there are over 20 containers as 
temporary housing for homesteaders on the 
island. The Aiwohis later added a bathroom and 
cesspool. 

Aunty Alice's early upbringing made her 
accustomed to the homestead lifestyle. Not to be 
stopped by the lack of a telephone or indoor 
plumbing, the Aiwohis at first used an outdoor 
toilet. They still haul water to their home and pick 
up phone messages at the home of a friend , where 
they have their appliances. She does have plans to 
build a small permanent home. 

As a child on their family farm, Alice worked as 
hard as her brothers. They planted vegetables, 
helped raise animals, and walked to school. She 
was one of the first graduates of Hoolehua School, 

and says only three are now left, herself, Harriet 
Ah Ne and Meala Meyer (formerly Sara Maile 
Benjamin). She only got as far as an eight grade 
education, but spent the rest of her life learning on 
the job and has turned to teaching others in her 
later years. ' 

She left at age 22 for Honolulu, eager to see the 
world. She got another job in Honolulu and lived at 
the old Magoon estate from 1934-1959 until the 
building of the Straub Hospital on the site, at 
corner of Beretania St. and Ward Avenue. 

During the war her husband Tom Beckley, a 
Hawaiian Electric employee, died. She remarried 
John Kema in 1943 and in 1947 was hired as a 
cleaning women at Straub Hospital. Because of 
her quick intelligence and determination, Alice 
Kema became a licensed practical nurse to Dr. 

continued page 18 
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OHA scholarship for arts/crafts marketing seminars 
The Office of Hawaiian Affairs Entrepreneur-

ship Training Program is making full and partial 
scholarships available to Hawaiians for three arts 
and crafts marketing seminars in May and June: 
"Photographing your creative work," "Creating 
the artistic portfolio ," and "Getting it straight: legal 
and tax basics for arts-related organizations." The 
seminars began last month and will be held on 
Kaua'i, O'ahu, Maui, Moloka'i and Hawai'i in Hilo 
and Kona. Deadline to register is one week before 
each seminar. 

The seminars are sponsored by Hawaii Crafts-
men, a non-profit arts and crafts educational or-
ganization. Partial funding is being provided by the 
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts and 
OHA. 

• "Photographing your creative work," a one-
day seminar, 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. covers how to 
photograph two- and three-dimensional work , 
deal with reflective surfaces, and use positive and 
negative spaces, light and shadow. Participants 
are urged to bring a 35mm camera and any 
existing photographs or slides for comment and 
critique. 
Cost: $55 per person ($50 for members of co-
sponsoring organizations , $45 for persons also 
taking the seminar "Creating the Artistic Port-
folio .") Dates: Maui-Sat. May 4, Connecting 
Point classroom; Hilo, May ll, UH Hilo campus; 
Kaua'i- Sat. May 18, Kaua'i Community College, 
Molokai-June 14. 

• "Creating the artis tic portfolio." Learn to put 
together a promotional portfolio, biography, 
artist 's statement, photographs and slides, how to 
get your publicity into print. Learn how to work 
wi th the printer, the color separator and do hands-
on desktop publishing. Guest artists from each 
island will speak on how to successfully market 
your art. 

Cost: $55 per person ($50 for members of co-
sponsoring organizatio'ns; $45 for people taking 
"Photographing your creative work.") Dates: 
Maui-Sun. May 5, Connecting Point classroom; 
Hilo-Sun. May 12, UH Hilo campus, Kaua'i-Fri. 
May 17, Kaua'i Community College. Times: 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Friday session; 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sunday sessions, Molokai-June 15. 

• "Getting it straight: legal and tax basics for 
arts·related organizations." This half-day-long 
seminar on non-profit board liability, fiduciary res-
ponsibilities, tax requirements, and by-laws will 

cut the confusion on your role as a board member, 
volunteer and/ or staff person. A panel discussion 
on ethical considerations, conflicts of interest, 
financial and program planning will clarify these 
issues and suggest solutions to these complex and 
sticky issues. 

Cost: $25 per person ($22.50 per person for 
members of co-sponsoring organizations) Dates: 
Kaua'i-Sat. May 4, Kaua'i Community College; 
Kona-Sat. May ll; Maui-Sat. May 11; Hilo-
Sat. May 18. (Locations to be announced), 

OHA grant workshops to continue 
"The Basics of Grant Writing" is a free workshop 

series presented by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
which began last month and continues this month and 
in June. Learn how to find sources of funding, 
develop a project idea, understand the different 
parts of a proposal, and how to develop a project 
budget. The workshops will also cover creating a 
non-profit organization, setting up bookkeeping and 
project monitoring procedures and grant 
reporting requirements. 

All workshops begin at 9 a.m. and end at 3 p.m. 
Bring a lunch, refreshments will be provided. To 
register call the OHA liaison on your island: 
O'ahu-Calvin Eaton, 586-3777; Maui-Thema 
Shimaoka, 243-5219; Hilo-Bill Kalei, 933-4349; 
Kaua'i-Boots Panui, 241-3390; Moloka'i-Myrle 
Florea, 553-36ll; and Kona-Ruby McDonald, 
329-7368. 

Following is the workshop schedule for May and 
June: 

• Molokai - May 4, Mitchell Pauole Center 
• West Kaua'i - May 11, Kekaha 

Neighborhood Center 
• CentraVLeeward O'ahu - May 25 Pearl City 

Punana Leo 

Library 
• East Hawai'i - June 1, OHA Hilo office 
• Windward O'ahu - June 8, Queen 

Lili'uokalani Children's Center, Windward Office 
• Maui - June 29, Cameron Center, 

conference room 2. 

Steel guitar concert May 6 
"Kika Kila, E Ola Mau" (Steel Guitar will live 

forever) is the theme of the Hawaiian Steel Guitar 
Ho'olaule'a Monday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the new 
'clubhouse banquet rooms of the Ala Wai Golf 
Course on Kapahulu Ave. 

The concert was created to showcase the steel 
guitar, which is the only modern-day instrument 
invented in Hawai'i. Steel guitar is popular also on 
the mainland, as well as Japan and Europe. Artists 
of different styles, backgrounds, and abilities will 
be featured, among them Japanese steel guitarist 
Kiyoshi Kobayashi. Local artists invited to play 
are Alan Akaka, Jerry Byrd, Barney Isaacs, 
Casey Olsen, Merle Kekuku and Herbert 
Hanawahine. 

'0 kii kiikou mau kamaiki ke ola 0 ka 'oIelo Hawai'i 
Our children are the life of the Hawaiian language 

He hui paepae 'ohana/kaiaulu 
ka PUnana Leo nana e ho' oikaika 
nei no ke'ola 0 ka 'Olelo 
Hawai ' i a me ka po'okela na ' auao 
o na lei a kakou. 

He makemake ko ka PUnana Leo 
e laha aku kona mau kula i na 
'ohana a pau e makemake ana 
rna kelli me keia 'aina. '0 na 
mea nui e pono ai, '0 ia ka po'e 
makaukau rna ka 'olelo Hawai'i 
i po'e kumu, he hale i halekula, 
a me na pepe i haumana. N a ka 
Nnana Leo e kokua rna ka ' ao'ao 
uku kaki me ke kako' 0 i ke kula. 
Ke paipai nei makou i na 
'ohana Hawai'i e komo like kakou 
i loko 0 keia hana. 

\ 

E Ola Mau Ka 'Olelo Hawai'i 

Punana Leo is a family/commu-
nity based organization dedicat-
ed to the revitalization of the 
Hawaiian language and educa-
tional excellence. 

Punana Leo is anxious to start 
new centers and is willing to 
work with interested communi-
ties. N ativelfluent speakers of 
the Hawaiian language, a site, 
and interested families are the 
basic components. The Punana 
Leo Project assists centers with 
operational funding and support. 
If you are interested in having a 
Pun ana Leo in your community, 
please contact us. 

Hale K"ako'o Punana Leo 941-0584 (Honolulu) a i 'ole 959-4979 (Hilo) 
He papahana ka 'Aha Piinana Leo, Inc. i kaJco'o 'ia ke kala pekelala rna lalo 0 ka papahana Kikowaena Ho'ona'auao Paepae 'Ohana Hawai'i. 

Ho'ona'auao Piiku'i Hawkins-Stafford 0 ka MH 1988. 
The 'Aha Piinana Leo, Inc. is a recipient of federal funding under the Native Hawaiian Family-Based Education Centers. 

Hawkins-Stafford Educational Amendments of 1988. 

, 
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A modern history-of Kaho'olawe 
by Lehua Pekelo-Stearns, Specialist 
Land and Natural Resource Division 

Kaho'olawe has been and continues to be a 
place that remains sacred in the hearts and souls 
of the Hawaiian people. Its historical past, 
recorded in ' ancient chants and shown in 
archaelogical evidence, indicates that Kaho'olawe 
was inhabited for over a thousand years. 
Hawaiians fished, farmed and lived in coastal and 
interior settlements across the entire island. 

In ancient times it was called "Kohemalamalama 
o Kanaloa'" (the sacred refuge of Kanaloa , god of 
the ocean). Kaho'olawe was a place where kahuna 
(priests) were trained. It is also the site of the 
second largest basaltic glass quarry and adze 
production area in the Hawaiian islands. 
Thousands of archae logical sites and features 
reveal the island's navigational importance in early 
Pacific migrations, and provide a clear record of 
pre-contact Hawaiian history. 

Kaho'olawe was an island of spiritual and life-
giving force. It has well e?tablished itself as an 
important part of the eight major islands of the 
Hawaiian archipelago, located eight miles south of 
the island of Maui. The island encompasses 45 
square miles of varied terrain . There are hills and 
plateaus rising to 1500 feet, valleys, beaches, and 
pristine reefs. 

Though registered as a National Historic 
District in 1981, the island has been continuously 
bombed and shelled, primarily by the U.S. Navy 
since 1941 and occasionally used as a target island 
for foreign military forces. In December 1941 with 
Hawai'i under martial law after the attack on Pearl 
Harbor the Navy seized Kaho'olawe _ 

The McPhee family who in 1918 leased he 
island with H.H. Baldwin for a cattle ranch and 
then in 1940 subleased land to the Navy for target 
practice, were, along with their employees, forced 
by the Navy to leave the island and everything they 
owned behind. McPhee died two years after he 
filed suit against the U.S. Navy for $80,000 for assets. 
lost. The suit lanquishes without being settled. 

On Feb. 23, 1953, President Dwight Eisenhower 
issued an order to give the Navy control of 
Kaho'olawe as long as it needed the island for 
training purposes, after which it was to be 
returned to the state. 

Many have forgotten the single incident that 
may have really sparked the public and political 
outcry to demand an end to the bombing. In 1969 a 
500-pound unexploded bomb was found in a 
Maalaea, Maui pasture. The Maui County Council 
petitioned President Richard Nixon to end military 
use of nearby Kaho'olawe as a target. 

From that initial incident in 1969 to 1975 several 
Hawai' i political officials and organizations 
expressed their concerns over the Navy's 
violation of environmental protection statutes and 
called for a halt to the bombing of Kaho'olawe by 
the Navy. However, the concerns fell on deaf ears, 
and the Navy did not respond to the demands. 

In 1975, Hui Alaloa (the group of the long trails) 
was formed to regain access to the trails, roads 
--ci beaches that were formerly of public domain . 

llS oegmnmg Hui A1aloa has consistently 
worked on the principle of "Aloha 'Aina." Hui 
Alaloa has since assumed an important supportive 
role in the Protect Kaho'olawe movement. 

The following year, on Jan. 3, 1976, nine 
Hawaiians of the Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana 
landed on the island to begin a long journey of 
protest against the bombing and desecration of 
the 'aina, Kaho'olawe. Their initial visit prompted 
the State Legislature to adopt a resolution 
to halt the bombing and return the island to the 
state. 

"The 'Ohana filed a lawsuit in 1976, claiming that 
the Navy failed to comply with laws concerning 
religious freedom, historic preservation and 
environmental protection by bombing the island. 
The 'Ohana members and many other Hawaiians 
made several illegal visits to the island in the next 

four years. 
On Jan. 30, 1977 five Hawaiians landed on 

Kaho'olawe, forcing the Navy to suspend target 
practice_ They were arrested for trespassing as 
were several others who were to "occupy" the ' 
island over the following years_ 

Two remained on the island to begin their 35 
days on Kaho'olawe. They were Walter Ritte, Jr. 
and Richard Sawyer of the 'Ohana. The events 
from their Jan . 30, Sunday morning landing on the 
island up to the day they left it were well recorded 
in a 1978 publication authored by Ritte entitled 
"Na Mana'o Aloha 0 Kaho'olawe_" It was an open 
book diary to their thoughts and personal feelings 
while they were on the island. The last entry into 
the diary by Ritte was dated March 5: "Kaho'olawe 
blesses us with a generous ua as we wait and 
spend our last moments on the 'Aina of 
Kaho'olawe." Soon after, a helicopter landed with 
arresting officers at hand to take the two back to 
Maui. 

But while they were occupying the island, plans 
were being made by other 'ohana members, 
George Helm, Kimo Mitchell and Billy Mitchell, to 
rescue them. They arrived on the island by boat to 
search for and rescue Ritte and Sawyer. 

On March 7, two days after Ritte and Sawyer 
had been escorted off the island and taken back to 

KAHO'OLAWE 
Logo of the Kaho'olawe Conveyance 
Commission no longer features the island in a 
target. 

Maui , George Helm and Kimo Mitchell 
disappeared while paddling a surfboard back to 
Maui from Kaho'olawe. 

It was during this time that Billy Mitchell last 
saw the two in waters off Kaho'olawe. A thorough 
search of the islands and waters was made by families , 
friends and the Navy, but no trace of the men was 
found. The cause of their deaths remains a 
mystery. 

Many Hawaiians feel a great loss over the 
disappearance of Helm and Mitchell and there is 
much pain and sorrow that continues today. Helm 
was a charismatic leader of the Kaho'olawe 
'Ohana in its early years, arguing strongly for the 
importance of Kaho'olawe as a spiritual place. 

Before Ritte and Sawyer began their 35-day 
occupation of Kaho'olawe, George Helm wrote in 
Ritte's diary. 

Jan_ 29,1977, .. _ "The truth is there is man and 
there is environment. One does not supersede the 
other. The breath of man is the breath of Papa (the 
earth). Man is merely the caretaker of the land that 
maintains his life and nourishes his soul. Therefore 
'aina is sacred. My duty is to protect Mother Earth, 
who gives me life. And to give thanks with humility 
as well as ask for forgiveness for the arrogance and 
insensitivity of man ... Call me radical for I refuse 
to remain idle .. . This continued disregard of our 
seriousness, this refusal to give credibility to the 
Hawai'i culture based on Aloha 'Aina, forces me to 
protest." 

The protests of George Helm and others have 
sparked hope around an issue that for many years 
seemed to be an endless battle, due to the Navy's 
refusal to recognize the spiritual significance of 
Kaho'olawe to the Hawaiian people. And to stop 
the bombing. 

Progress has slowly been made: 
• August 1978 - The Navy and Governor 

George Ariyoshi signed a memorandum of 
understanding in which the Navy agreed to 
suspend bombing and allow access for 
environmental and archaelogical study 10 days a 
month, 10 months a year. 

• September 1979 - A federal judge ordered the 
Navy and 'Ohana to settle the 1976 suit by 
negotiating areas in which public access will be 
allowed, historical sites cleared of shells and 
'shrapnel, and environment protected. 

• August 1980 - The Navy completed a four-
year, $600,000 study by nominating 171 sites for 
preservation, including heiaus, petroglyphs, adze 
quarries and fishing shrines. 

• December 1, 1980 - The Navy and Protect 
Kaho'olawe 'Ohana signed a consent decree 
recognizing the 'Ohana as steward of the island. 
The Navy agreed to clear bombs and shells from 
shoreline and to limit bombing to targets at least 
300 meters from archeological sites. 

• 1981 - The entire island of Kaho'olawe was 
listed on the National Register of Historic places. 

• June 1988 - Maui County Council passed a 
resolution urging an end to biennial bombing of 
Kaho'olawe by nations involved in the R1MPAC 
joint naval operations. 

• May 1990 - President Bush was briefed on the 
issue by Hawai'i Rep . Pat Saiki, setting off 
meetings with the National Security Council. 

• Sept. 20, 1990 - U.S. Sen. Daniel Akaka 
introduced a bill to require the Navy to stop the 
bombing and to fund a study commission. 

On Oct. 22, 1990, Marine jets scheduled to 
make a bombing run on Kaho'olawe were 
grounded on the Mokapu runway at Kane'ohe. It 
was that day President Bush issued a 
Secretary of Defense Cheney to halt all 
delivery training on Kaho'olawe. The bombing was 
stopped. 

The Kaho'olawe Conveyance Commission held 
its first public hearing on the future of Kaho'olawe 
April 9, 1990 on the island of Moloka'i. The first 
rounds of hearings will end May 30 on Lana'i . The 
Commission is mandated to present a report to 
Congress within two years. 

While the president's directive does not specify 
how long the bombing of Kaho'olawe will be 
stopped, Congress has prohibited military 
weapons training for two years and 120 days. 

Summer programs 
for Hawaiian youth 
Native Hawaiian students who will be 

completing grades six through eleven are eligible 
to apply for participation in the Na Pua No'eau 
second annual Summer Institute. This residential 
program is being offered by the Center for Gifted and 
Talented Native Hawaiian Children at the 
University of Hawai'i at Hilo . 

The 10 programs in the Summer Institute were 
detailed in the April issue of Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA. 
Brochures that list program descriptions and 
qualifications were distributed to Native 
Hawaiian agencies in March . Application 
forms for each of the 10 programs are now 
available at the offices of OHA, the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands, Alu Like, the Queen 
Lili'uokalani Children's Center and UH Hilo Na Pua 
No'eau office. 

Applications for the Na Pua No'eau Summer 
Institute must be completed and submitted no 
later than May 15. Applications must be in on time 
so they may be considered for assessment. 
Vacancies are limited and competition is expected 
to be tough, according to institute staff. For 
information call 933-3678. 
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Nightingale"s Uniforms expands with OHA loan 
by Deborah Ward 

Editor, Ka Wai ala a aHA 

Hawaii 's newest uniform company is 
Nightingale's Uniform Co., owned and operated 
by Mary and Barry Villamil, and located at the 
Harbor Center in Aiea. In January this year the 
Villamils opened their shop with the assistance of a 
business loan from the Native Hawaiian Revolving 
Loan Fund, an OHA economic development 
program established with funding from the 
Administration for Native Americans. 

What makes this company perhaps unique is 
the designer and chief promoter of Nightingale's 
Uniforms is herself a nurse . Mary Villamil is a 
fulltime nurse supervisor at Straub Hospital in 
Honolulu. She is therefore positioned to know 
what nurses and other medical professionals need 
and want, and she sees what they are buying. 

In 1988 she began to make clothes for nurse co-
workers in her Aiea home. They encouraged 
her to open a shop, and insisted there was need for 
another uniform company (the largest in the state 
at present is Uniforms by Malia), especially to 
serve petite women. 

Gradually her business grew to serve other 
companies for medical and business uniforms.-

She enrolled in an entrepreneurship 
development class with Alu Like, and through 
trainer Dennis Kondo learned how to de-
velop a business plan. Kondo also told her 
about OHA's Native Hawaiian Revolving Loan 
Fund. 

Now her husband Barry works full time for the 
company, doing sales calls and bookkeeping. 
Mary helps with designs , pattern-making and 
sister-in-law Robin Villamil helps out part-time in 
the shop and keeps inventory as the sole 
employee. 

The company can do custom fit orders up to 
size XXXXXL. They have outfitted uniforms for 
the LPN and RN classes at Kapiolani Community 

Mary Villamil 

College and for Cannon's Business College 
nursing technician program. 

The Villamils have relied on going to trade 
shows, nursing career day shows, and hospital 
fashion shows as direct promotion .. 

Mary considers the market in Hawai'i as larger 
than she had anticipated . Clients now 
include nurses, dental hygienists, hairdressers, lab 
technicians, bakers and restaurant workers. 

They are the only company in the Leeward 
O'ahu area with a major selection of uniforms for 
both women and men in many styles and colors. 

The Villamils send out flyers and walk the hospital 
corridors. Mary is proud of her personal touch and 
that nurses feel she is "one of them." For this 
reason, perhaps, they attract clients from Kahuku 
Hospital, Tripier Army Medical Center, Pali Momi 
and even from Kaneohe. 

OHA loan fund program to come 
under ANA review this month 

The Administration for Native Americans (ANA) is 
initiating a formal evaluation this month of the 
Native Hawaiian Revol ving Loan Fund 
demonstration project. A team of evaluators 
contracted by ANA will be in Hawaii this month to 
learn more about how the loan fund program is 
working and to identify areas that could be 
improved. 

They will be meeting with OHA administrators , 
Native Hawaiian Revolving Loan Fund staff, the 
loan fund review committee as well as members of 
the NHRLF advisory board. The team will also 
begin to set up appointments to meet with 
Hawaiians who have received loans as well as with 
those applicants whose loan requests were not 
granted. Meetings with commercial bank loan 
officers are also planned to better understand the 
impact of the loan fund project on the overall 
lending arena. 

Their purpose will be to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the revolving loan fund, which is 
intended to assist Hawaiians to start a business or 
expand an existing one. The team will prepare 
reports on their findings for ANA and for 
Congress which will include recommendations on 
whether the revolving loan fund program should 
be continued. Their findings will also be 
considered as part of Congressional deliberations 
regarding reauthorization of Administration for 
Native Americans funding. ANA is a federal grant 
agency which provides funds for social and 
economic development for native peoples in 
America. 

The Native Hawaiian Revolving Loan Fund is a 
three-year demonstration project in which ANA 
provided $3 million in loan principal to make 

a 

business loans available to Hawaiians in business. 
Applicants must meet specific criteria including 
for example, presentation of a business plan. 
Applicants must also show that they have been 
denied a loan by two other commercial lending 
institutions. Repayment of loans by recipients is 
'critical to the recirculation of principal to provide a 
pool of funds for new loans, under this revolving 
concept. 

OHA's revolving loan fund program is currently 
the only loan fund targeted to Native Hawaiians 
(under federal law, this applies to Hawaiians of any 
blood quantum) . The program benefits 
from its partnership with the Bank of Hawaii. This 
program is also unique because the funding 
provided -by ANA is also managed and 
administered by a Native Hawaiian business 
organization. 

OHA Economic Development officer Linda 
Colburn, under whose jurisdiction the loan fund 
operates, says the success of the Native Hawaiian 
Revolving Loan fund may ultimately serve as a 
model for use by Pacific Islanders and other Native 
American groups in the future. " More 
importantly, it can demonstrate that native 
peoples are capable of managing a successful 
revolving loan program." 

Colburn added "This program is an innovative 
mechanism that can help native peoples establish 
new or strenghthen existing ventures. The 
program's heavy emphasis on monitoring and 
technical assistance provides the kind of attention 
and support to inexperienced entrepreneurs that 
dramatically improves their chances for success. 
As of March 31, 1991 the NHRLF had disbursed 53 
loans totalling $1 ,926,200. 

She feels she learned the fundamentals of 
operating a business from the Alu Like business 
training class. They've learned from past mistakes 
and plan to take it slow. The course taught them to 
be more cautious and stay within careful business 
limits. The OHA loan of $35,000 has enabled them 
to open their store, buy inventory to stock the 
store and to fix up their store in an appealing 
Victorian style. Their uniforms are locally made by 
contract seamstresses. Mary stresses that quality 
of workmanship and material is very important to 
her and garments must stand up to frequent 
washings and still look crisp. 

What's new in the world of uniforms?' The 
hottest thing now are scrubs, she says. Everyone 
wears them, and not just in the usual pale green or 
blue colors. Scrubs now come in magenta, Pacific 
blue , racing purple. 

Hospitals are now much more open to colorful 
fashions worn by their personnel. Staff can wear 
these colorful uniforms to work and feel good 
about it. Scrubs represent about 40 percent of 
their business Mary says, and come in all kinds of 
plain or printed styles. Men love the comfort, so do 
surfers. The company is now introducing its new 
"aloha sc(ubs." 

The Villamil's goal for Nightingale's Uniform 
Co. is to reach out to the neighbor islands. She is 
company president, husband Barry is vice-
president. Seven-year-old daughter Heather helps 
tag clothes, count inventory and is learning about 
the business. 

Nightingale 's Uniform Co. is located at Harbor 
Center Suite 22 (second floor), 98-030 Hekaha St. 
Hours are Monday-Friday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. and 
Saturday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Phone number is 488-
7935. 
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Contest for healthy eating 

The Great Hawaiian Plate Lunch Challenge 
by Malcolm Chun 

Office of Hawaiian Health 
What we consider basic Hawaiian food, kalua 

pig, laulau, and the like were "feast foods" in 
earlier days of Hawai'i, not everyday fare . 

Traditional Hawaiian hospitality demanded that 
food be prepared for visitors, and what was 
offered was not ordinary, day-to-day food; it was 
the best, pigs , chicken and specialties. 

There was no refrigeration, so all feast foods 
had to be eaten on the spot. But if overindulgence 
was the norm for a feast, it wasn't the norm of 
everyday life. 

Everyda y foods were not as rich or fatty. 
In compariso n, everyday foods like fish and 

vegetables were more abundant, economical and 
easier to catc h. It was more difficult to raise a pig 
or chicken . 

Today, Hawaiian foods tend to be what were 
once rich feast foods and are often eaten every 
day. In doing so people are putting their health a t 
risk . 

To promote a healthier attitude toward eating in 
line with trad itional Hawaiian ways , the 
Department of Health 's O'ahu Native Hawaiian 
HealthT ask Force and the Office of Hawaiian Health in 
cooperation with the Department's Nutrition 
branch are planning "The Great Hawaiian Plate 
Lunch Challenge." 

This challenge is being made to encourage 
restaurants and caterers to design and create an 
affordable , tasty and nutritious Hawaiian plate 
lunch . The plate lunches should incorporate 
current recommendations of the U.S . Dietary 
Guideli nes , using traditional and modified foods 
and recipes. This challenge ties in with King 
Kamehameha Day festivities on June 8. 

In light of the increased awareness of the 
healthful benefits of adding fiber and dec reasing 
fat and sodium to the daily diet , this challenge is 
timely and could spawn a highly marke table 
product. The event will promote better health for 
Native Hawaiians . 

There will be displays of traditional Hawaiian 
foods and health practices in keeping with the 
theme of King Kamehameha Day "Imi Na'auao" 
(to seek knowledge or education) . 
The Great Hawaiian Plate Lunch Challenge 
Guidelines for Participants: 

The goal of this challenge is to encourage the 
creation of an affordable , tasty and nutritious 
Hawaiian plate lunch that incorporates current 
recommendations of the U.S. Dietary Guidelines, 
utilizing traditional and modified foods and 
recipes, and to promote a healtheir attitude 
towards eating in line with traditional Native 
Hawaiian ways. 

Those considering participating need to "design 
and create" a Hawaiian plate lunch that is: 

High in carbohydrates {containing 50 percent 
complex carbohydrates, such as poi, 'ulua 
(sweet potato), kala (taro) , and ulu (bread-
fr uit); protein (fish, poultry or meat portion 
up to 3 oz. per serving) ; moderate salt/sodium 
(uses less salt or shoyu or no monosodium 
glutamate) ; moderate sugar (uses less sugar, 
honey or other sweet ingredients); low fat (less 
than 2 tsp . fats or oils per serving such as 
margarine, salad dressing, gravy, or oil in cooking; 
fats and poultry skin can be trimmed off from 
meats); high fiber (vegetables and fruits); and 
cooking methods which emphasize steaming 
(hakui), baking (kalua), broiling (pulehu or lawalu) 
and boiling (puholo). 

Entries should be tasty ('ana), have variety, 
and be well presented in arrangement and ' 
appearance of foods , colors and use of natural 
decoration. Foods should be served on either a 
round or rectangular plate and each entry 
should cost (retail) $3.50 to $5 . 
Judging: 

Several finalist awards will be given for a 

"The goal is to encourage the creation 
of an affordable, tasty and nutritious 
Hawaiian plate lunch . . . and to 

category of "best" (e .g., nutritious, tasty, 
traditional, e tc .,) with an overall prize selected 
from these fi nalist categories. Judges have been 
selected from sponsoring agencies , Native 
Hawaiian aqencies and community, and from the 
food industry. An announcement and the giving of 
awards will be done directly after the judging has 
ended. 
Deadlines: 
. Entry forms should be obtained from the 
Nutrition Branch, Department of Health, P.O. 
Box 3378, Honolulu, Hawai'i 96801. Forms must 
be submitted no later than May 13 (Monday), 
and recipes (ingredients and portions) need to be 
received by the Nutrition Branch no later than 
May 27 (Monday) for complying with the U.S. 

Waimea Halau holds 
concert on May 11 

Halau Hula Ka No'eau will celebrate its fifth year 
with a traditional Hawaiian concert of dance on 
May 11, at 7:30 p.m. at the Kahilu Theatre in 
Waimea on the Big Island. The concert is co-
sponsored by He Ola Mai Ka Lani Foundation and 
is the first all-traditional Hawaiian show to be 
performed in the theater. 

The theme for the evening's performances is 
"Hula, the Art of Hawaiian Dance." It will feature 
over 40 dancers and guest performers and eight 
kumu hulas from the Big Island and O'ahu, all 
trained under the tutelage of Maiki Aiu Lake of 
Honolulu. 

The first part of the evening's show will feature a 
tribute to influential people of Hawai'i such as the 
ali'i, musicians, songwriters, entertainers, and 
teachers. The second half of the show will focus on 
traditional to contemporary Hawai'i all told in song 
and dance. Musicians include the'Kahauanu Lake 
Trio , Kawohi and Kalei, Haunani Bernadino with 
Sam Kaahanui, Pauahi and many others. 

Michael Pili Pang is the kumu hula who 
established Halau Hula Ka No'eau five years ago in 
Waimea. 

Tickets are $12 in advance and $15 at the door. 
For more information call 885-6525. 

promote a healthier attitude towards 
eating in line with traditional Native 
Hawaiian ways." 

Dietary Guidelines. 

The Plate t:1.:fnchCnallehge WI 
be held at Kapiolani Park Bandstand on Sat. June 
8 following the Kamehameha Day Parade 
festivities. Contestants should plan to drop off" 
their entries and set up between JO:3<J a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. Judging wi1\ take place between 11:4 ;,. 
12:30 p.m. with the award ceremony at 1 p. 
publictwill to view the entrie 
to 2:30 p.m. ' ..... .., 

There will be cash prizes, ... prinfe 
certificates for wi.nQin . entries 
may bE! partpf a healthy mitrltion catT)paign by the 

Health after the contest. 

OHA staff Apolei Bargamento and 
Babette Galang gather canned goods 
pe rso na" y dona ted by f.e" ow 
employees for the Hawaii Food Bank 
drive. 
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Moloka'i hula festival 'features dance, mo'olelo 
The first annual "Moloka'i Ka Hula Piko," "A 

Celebration of the Birth of Hula" on Moloka'i will 
take place Saturday, May 11 at Kapu'aiwa 
Coconut Grove near the town of Kaunakakai. 

The celebration begins at 10 a.m. and continues 
until sunset. It features performances by Moloka'i 
halau hula, including: Halau Hula '0 Kukuna 
'okala, kumu hula John Kaimikaua; Halau Hula 0 
Moloka'i, kumu hula Rachel Kamakana; Moana's 
Hula Halau, kumu hula Moana Dudoit; and kumu 
hula Loretta Ritte's Na Wahine 0 Moloka'i and Na 
Pu'u Ka I'ini 0 Ku'u Pu'uwai . 

During the week prec'eding the celebration, 
kumu hula John Kaimikaua will offer lectures on . 

the hula 'and mo'olelo (story-telling) related to, 
Moloka'i historic sites. The public is invited to 
attend the lecture series, which will be held at the 
Colony Kaluakoi Hotel and Golf Club Ho'aloha 
Room Tuesday, May 7, through Thursday, May9, 
at 7 p.m., and Friday, May 10, at 2 p.m. Kaimikaua 
is cultural advisor to Destination Moloka'i 
Association, sponsor of the celebration. 

For additional information on the hula 
celebration and travel to Moloka'i, write 
Destination Moloka'i Association, 1600 Kapiolani 
Blvd., Suite 923, Honolulu, HI 96814, or phone 
(808) 941-0444 in Honolulu, or (808) 553-3876 on 
Moloka'i. 

Symbols depict "Moloka'i Ka Hula Piko" 

by John Kaimikaua 
When Laka died, her remains were secretly 

hidden somewhere beneath the hill , Puu Nana. 
The hula was finally established, the work of 

Laka was complete, and the dance flourished 
throughout Hawai'i. Moloka'i was praised as 
"Moloka'i Ka Hula Piko," Maloka'i the center of 
the 

This design uses traditional Hawaiian motifs to 
depict the essence of the saying, "Moloka'i Ka 
Hula Piko." 

To the early Hawaiians the mo'o were a 
symbol of spirituality and good future. The 
central design depicts this spiritual continuity by 
the lizards arranged in a circle. The triangular 

'design depicts a Hawaiian value called "lokahi," 
which is symbolic of a balance between man, 
nature, and God. The petroglyphs within the 
triangle depict a man nnd woman in dance . In the 
uppermost part of the triangle is a rising sun with 
a dot in the center symbolizing the piko of the 
hula. 

Beneath the circle at the bottom of the design, 
is a motif depicting water. At the top, the row of 
triangles dericts fire. In the real world, water and 
fi re are the two elements that cannot be mixed, 
but the spiritual essence of these elements mix in 
the hula. The ancient kumu hula of Moloka'i 

Ceremony of unification 
planned at Pu'ukohola 

The "Na Aikane 0 Pu'ukohola Heiau," in 
cooperation with the National Parks Service 
Pu'ukohola Heiau National Historic Site, are 
planning a special ceremony to commemorate the 
bicentennial of the dedication of Kamehameha's 
"temple of unification" at Kawaihae, Hawai'i. 
This event, to be held on Aug. 17 this year, is 
intended to commemorate in an authentic 
Hawaiian manner the event that signalled the 
ascendance of Kamehameha the Great and 
decided forever the socio-political course of the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

Organizers are inviting representatives of 
Hawaiian organizations, including the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs, benevolent societies, and civic 
organizations as well as 'ohana organizations, to 
"unite in harmony of body, mind and spirit." They 
see it as a way for "all Hawaiians and especially 
those descendants whose ancestors 200 years ago 
engaged in epic struggle for ascendancy and 
dominion, to heal now and forever the bitterness, 
grievance and enmity of the past 200 years." 

The event, which is themed "Ho'oku'ikahi-
Unification: 1791-1991" offers organizations the 
opportunity to participate in a dignified ceremony 
which may include display of authentic kahili, 
presentation of a traditional ho'okupu in the usual 
offering unit of 40 and, sharing of oli and haipule by 
designated male representatives. 

Event planners anrl coordinators are Daniel 
Kawai'ae'a , area manager for the National Historic 
Site and Lorna Akima, administrative assistant. 
For information call 882-7218. 

A final purpose of the commemoration, as 
stated by the organizers, is "to address the historic 
and contemporary consequences of state-craft, 
human warfare and human welfare as we strive to 

m 
which will be 
Puukohola. 

) 
in the ceremony at 

understand and appreciate those meanings for 
own lives today and in the future." 

Members of the Hawaiian Civic Club of Ka'u, 
Hawai'i, have expressed their strong endorsement 
and support of the 200th anniversary 
commemoration as an event of great historic 
significance. "Ho'okuikahi represents an 

. opportunity for all Hawaiians to come together in 
unification, forgiving the wrongs and the hurts of 
the past, to celebrate our Hawaiian heritage, and 
to move forward in lokahi (unity) toward our 
future and our destiny as Hawaiians," the club 
members said in a letter to OHA in support of the 
event. 

stressed to their students that they should dance 
with the fluidity of water and with the spark of 
fire. 

The middle design, rows of diamonds, was 
called by the Hawaiians "na maka ke akua," or, 
"eyes of the gods." Eyes are symbolic of the past, 
because your ancestors look upon you and guide 
you in this life. Eyes also represent the living, as 
we look back upon the paths of our ancestors for 
inspiration and guidance. The hula provides a 
means for us to look back to the works of our 
ancestors through the movements, motions, and 
chants of the hula. Above the "na maka ke akua" 
design are ferns representing the greenery worn 
by the dancers and below is the half-circle-point 
motif representing the rays of the sun rising in the 
east. To the early Hawaiians, the rising sun was 
symbolic of constant renewal and rebirth in the 
hula. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Change In Location of the Regular Monthly Meeting of the 

State Commission on Water Resource Management. 
this notice Is to Inform the public of a change In the 

Location of th meeting of the State Commission on Water 
Resource Management. The regular Commission meeting Is 

normally held once a month In Honolulu. 
The Commission will hold Its next regular monthly meeting 
on Wednesday, May 15,1991, on the Island of Maul at 9:00 
a.m., In the Wailuku Community Center, Wailuku, Hawal"l. 

A copy of the Commission's agenda for this meeting will 
be posted before the meeting at the Department of land 

and Natural Resources office on each Island throughout the 
State. The public Is Invited to attend this meeting and may 

submit oral or written testimony on the Issues being 
considered at the meeting. 

State of Hawal"l 
Commission on Water Resource Management 

WILLIAM W. PATY 
Chairperson 

r------------, 
Merrie Monarch 

&pecial 
West Coast ................................................ .............. 5289 r/t 
East Coast. ............................................................... s559 r/t 
All points in between ................................................... from S469 

$1.00 off each 
INTERISLAND COUPON 

1-800-345-6248 FAX: 1-808-957-0056 

Free delivery to most areas. FlylDrive 
and AirlRoomlCar packages available. 

CALL FOR LOW ONE WAY FARES 
942·2855 

FULL SERVICE AGENCY 
2600 S. King SL, Suite 204 
Honolulu, Hawii 96826 

In KaNA, call 329-2735 
(under new management) 

Offer good while supply lasts. Some restrictions apply. 

L Present this ooupon when malQng unci arrangements. TA 1599 I 
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• OHA: 'A Celebration 
Of T e,n Years 

OHA: The Beginning-Part Two 
Editor's note: Last month, we began "OHA: A 
Celebration of 10 Years" with a survey of the 
events leading to creation of the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs and an introduction to some of 
the people who had the vision to see it through. In 
"OHA - The Beginning, Part II", we look at 
OHA's first two years of operation, a time of 
tremendous expectations and limited resources, 
when ideas about OHA's future poured forth as 
freely as cascades from the Ko'olaupali after rain. 

by Curt Sanburn 
Special to Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA 

A basic rule among historians is to put a 
distance of at least 20 years between the 
occurrence of events and any assessment of their 
meaning. ' That judgement of OHA won't come 
until 2001. Today, OHA is still history in the 
making. 

That sense of development is usually 
understood and written about from an 
instinctively Hawaiian point of view: OHA is 
always described as a living being. Aunty Frenchy 
DeSoto is the mother of OHA. OHA was born in 
1978. OHA took its first faltering steps in 1980. 

And like any child born into the large, loving, 
disparate and demanding Hawaiian family , 
arguments over how OHA should be raised and 
what she will grow up to be are passionate - and 
still unresolved. 

Point Zero 
On Nov. 6, 1980, just two days after their 

election, the new trustees had their first meeting at 
the State Capitol Auditorium in front of over 100 
well-wishers. It was an informal session, a 
kukakuka session lasting three hours . They 
discussed staffing, funding, organization, interim 
committees, a proposed retreat for trustees so 
that they could get to know each other better and 
develop team spirit. Protocol at the upcoming 
inauguration of trustees in front of 'Iolani Palace 
was an important subject. And the trustees 
scheduled their next informal meeting at Kenny's 
Coffee Shop in Kalihi. 

The trustees, led by interim chairwoman 
Frenchy DeSoto, vowed unity among themselves, 
but unity within the Hawaiian community would 
prove elusive from the outset. The Protect 
Kaho'olawe 'Ohana (PKO), one of Hawaii 's most 
influential grassroots Hawaiian organizations, was 
already determined to steer away from OHA and, 
before the trustees had even been elected, 
announced that it could not support the infant 
agency. 

PKO leaders were troubled by the fact that 
OHA was a state agency, subject to budgetary 
review by the Legislature and thus not a 
independent entity. Others said they didn't 
approve of voting nor competitive campaigning for 
the OHA trusteeships. These were western, haole 
practices, it was pointed out. 

The split turned two OHA trustees and former 
PKO stalwarts, Frenchy DeSoto and Walter Ritte , 
away from their more militant 'Ohana buddies and 
caused rifts and factions that still exist today. With 
PKO's' vocal non-support, other Hawaiian 
activists joined the anti-OHA chorus ... all this 
before the Office even had an office. 

There was no office. There was no staff, no 
phone, no place to hang your hat. 

Ritte recalls the feeling of the trustees in those 
first uncertain days: "It was like 'Now what do we 

A. Frenchy 
Board of Trustees. 
do?' We were all sitting there looking at each 
other, wondering 'What is this thing? What is 
OHA? What are we going to do?' 

"We were so nervous we got busy .. We formed 
some'committees - money, government, culture. 
I had ten things I wanted to do . Solomon had 
ten things she wanted to do . Frenchy had 15 things 
she wanted to do, but we had no resources." 

Not exactly true. The 1980 Legislature had set 
aside $250,000 for OHA's operating expenses, and 
there was a tentative sum of $1.2 million ready for 
OHA as its estimated first annual payment from 
the ceded land trust. 

"We were all trying to figure out how to manage 
this beast called OHA," says Trustee Moses 
Keale . "We didn 't know how to get the money. We 
were using our own money to fly inter-island, and 
we never got reimbursed. Here we were , nine 
trustees using our own money because we didn't 
know how to go get the funds. Who do you ask? 
The governor? We didn't know." 

Trustee Rod Burgess says "We started with a 
blank piece ·of paper, a statute a couple of 
paragraphs long. Then we had one employee, an 
office with no' furniture ... and the phone ringing 
off the hook with expectations of the people. We 
were deluged with calls, hundreds of calls, 
everybody needing help and expecting us to help 
them." 

Ho'oponopono 
At the first official meeting on Nov. 26,1980, the 

trustees hired OHA's first employee, an executive 
secretary, Martin Wilson, who had worked 
tirelessly during the 1978 Constitutional 
Convention when OHA was born; later he helped 
organize the OHA elections. 

Frenchy DeSoto was unanimously elected 
chairman of the board and Joseph Kealoha from 
Maui got the vice chairmanship. Six committees 
(Economic Development; Land and Natural 
Resources; Education; Culture; Health and 
Human Resources; and Budget) were established 
with trustees assigned as committee chairmen, 
staff and pencil sharpeners. 

Two months later, the trustees secured a small 
office in the Kawaiahao Plaza office building (also 
home to the Bishop Estate offices) in downtown 
Honolulu next to Kawaiahao Church and the 
Mission Houses Museum. The 900-square-foot 
office was furnished with three pieces of surplus 
military furniture and contained the one 

employee, Martin Wilson, who knew how to keep 
books and cash checks. 

Within a year and a half there were 32 staff 
people and the office had expanded to 3,000 
square feet. Edwin Auld was the administrator, in 
the chief executive position at OHA. Francis 
Kauhane , a bearded, intense graduate of UH Law 
School, was the government affairs officer. Sam 
Apuna, a retired Army colonel who habitually 
saluted everyone, ran research and planning, the 
division that was ' supposed to monitor state 
government functions that would impact OHA's 
affairs, as well as provide staff assistance to the 
standing committees. Jennifer Enos, known for 
her big smile , was a clerk typist in the 
administrative section. Steve Kuna, a brawny 
Vietnam veteran who played football at St. Louis 
High School and went on to get a law degree, was a 
young man obsessed with the public land trust 
issue. His mission was to educate anyone who 
would listen, which made him a natural for the job 
of land and natural resources officer. 

"It was a period of blind, unquestioning 
dedication," Martin Wilson says. "No one saw a 
career ladder at OHA back then; they just had a 
firm belief in the cause. The task given the 
resources was such a mismatch - there were lots 
of late nights ." 

A kupuna named Gregory Nali'i'elua but called 
"Papa Kala" needed employment. The trustees 
asked the 73-year-old wise man from Wai'anae 
if he would sit with them during their 
meetings and lead their prayers. Looking 
several of the trustees agreed that Papa Kala 
provided some much needed spiritual stability in 
those rocky early days. 

The members of that first board are also just 
about unanimous in their sharpest memories of 
the early days: the huge disagreements about · 
what needed to be done, what needed to be done 
first and how it should be done. As Burgess 
remembers, "The decision-making process took 
awhile ... . Nobody had a clear vision of what our 
agency was or where it was headed." 

Trustee Malama Solomon from Kohala wanted 
to hire the best native-rights lawyers in the U.S. 
and immediately set about getting court rulings on 
Hawaiian claims against the state and federal 
governments. She also wanted to buy the 
Hawaiian radio station, KCCN, as well as an old 
mansion in Nu'uanu to serve as OHA 

continued page 12 
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headquarters. Other trustees angled to get the 
handsome Linekona School building on Thomas 
Square in Honolulu as headquarters, but the 
Honolulu Art Academy got the school and OHA 
stayed in an office. 

Roy Benham, a former teacher at Kamehameha 
Schools and personnel officer wi th the U.S. Army, 
wanted to set up a clear-cut role for the trustees as, 
policy makers who leave the committees to paid 
staff. "But the damn thing got away from me," he ' 
says, and suddenly the trustees and their 
committees we're the recipients of funds , not just 
the dispensers. 

Benham also wanted to set up a Hawaiian bank, 
but the plan fizzled after a similar experiment set 
up by the Filipino community went belly up . 

Walter Ritte was the election's highest vote-
getter and one of the shining heroes of the 
grassroots Hawaiian rights movement. He held 
special dispensation among the trustees and used 
his momentum to initiate an ambitious cultural 
program and take the lead from the start. He ' 
wanted the trustees to enter the political fray up 
front, grassroots style, answering every call for 
help, every land dispute and flash point as it came. 
He and Aunty Frenchy were very close and 
usually voted together. "We've got to be fighters 
before we can be peacemakers," Ritte says about 
his political philosophy. 

But Trustee Joe Kealoha, a realtor, wasn't so 
sure. "Is OHA going to turn into a political 
advocacy group for every issue for native 
Hawaiians, or are we going to organize ourselves 
as a broad-based organization where we can 
address all problems? 

"The bickering arose because of these kinds of 
discussions," Kealoha says. He calls Ritte's habit 
of getting involved in the hot issues "parachuting." 

"In the early meetings," Kealoha says , "we 
would use ho'oponopono. That was really 
important many, many times during debates and 
different crises we had. Frenchy said we didn't 
need Roberts Rules of Order, and so we would go 
around the table, but it took too damn long, and 
we went back to Roberts." 

Rod Burgess, a Honolulu businessman, was 
practical, aggressive and progressive. He knew all 
about the ceded lands and reparations issues and 
was in charge of the Land and Natural Resources 
Committee. Looking back, he criticizes the 
trustees who were wary of the "hot potato" 
controversies like Federal reparations and 
Kaho'olawe. He calls them "gun-shy." 

... Most likely he was talking about Benham or 
Kealoha or Keale, the guys who wanted to run 
OHA like a business or a social service agency, 
rather than as a political hammer. 

Trustee Tommy Kaulukukui , the gentleman 
athlete from Kalihi, wanted careful cooperation 
with the other, older, more established Hawaiian 
groups. "We were trying to bring all the groups 
together," Uncle Tommy recollects. "We needed 
help from the other organizations. We were trying 
to Say that nine of us can't do the job alone." 

To generalize about the notorious differences 
among the trustees, you could say there were the 
liberals and conservatives, just like any group of 

Walter RiUe 

elected office holder. The "liberals" wanted to 
blaze new paths; the "conservatives" wanted to 
work through established channels. But for some 
reason, the haole press was vaguely patronizing 
about the "difficulties" experienced by the 
"diverse" trustees. OHA was criticized, in fact, for 
having more than one opinion about its future. 
"Get a surfboard" 

Like everyone else, the press was impatient; 
and lurking in the background was an unspoken 
fear that OHA might one day actually become a 
serious player in the land-and-power game. The 
concern grew as details about native Hawaiian 
entitlements from the ceded land trust became 
more widely understood. 

A 1983 editorial in the Honolulu Star· Bulletin 
predicted that satisfying Hawaiian demands for 
their fair share of income from the ceded lands 
(what had been royal lands before annexation) 
would lead to resentment from non-Hawaiians. 
"At present the funds OHA receives are too small 
to generate much criticism, but this could 
change," the newspaper said. 

Federal reparations to the Hawaiian people 
based on the U.S. government's involvement in 
the overthrow of the sovereign Hawaiian nation 
was another sensitive - and new - topic . 

Commenting on Trustee Rockne Freitas' call 
for special treatment for Hawaiians because of 
past inequities, popular Advertiser columnist Bob 
Krauss wrote in 1984, "It is easy to applaud this 
sentiment until OHA begins assigning blame to 
others for what happened to the Hawaiians . .. " 

Apparently, Krauss was not ready to believe 
that anyone (except the Hawaiians) had done 
anything wrong, and that the dispossession of 

: Hawaiians from their land, their low social and 
. economic status, their poor health , etc ., tragic as it 
was, was entirely their own fault. 

In the same article, Krauss criticized an OHA 
slideshow that was making the rounds of all islands 
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Rod Burgess 

for naming and showing old photographs of the 
haole leaders of the 1893 overthrow of Queen 
Lili'uokalani . 

"These people have family in Hawai'i," Krauss 
pointed out indignantly, as if saving Thurstons and 
Wilders from the embarrassments of history was 
more important than setting the record straight. 

"If it upsets you that we make waves from time 
to time, we suggest you get a surfboard," OHA 
Trustee Peter Apo wrote in early 1982, in a 
published response to an attack on ' OHA's 
"divisiveness" and its "separatist" leanings written 
by another Advertiser columnist, part-Hawaiian 
Sammy Amalu. 

"Since you don't seem to know much about 
modern Hawai'i politics," Apo snapped, "here's 
the scene: It 's kind of like trying to catch a New 
York subway during rush hour; without a little 
nudging and elbowing, you get left behind. It's the 
American way." 

But OHA was not blameless, and some of the 
rifts that developed wi thin the Hawaiian 
community, symbolized by Amalu's unhappiness 
and the Protect Kaho'lawe 'Ohana's silent 
disdain , were serious matters. 

OHA's first report card 
Winona Rubin worked hard to help establish 

OHA. As director from 1975 to 1986 of Alu Like, 
Inc. , the successful private Hawaiian agency for 
federally funded social and economic programs, 
she was in a good position to do so. Her 
disaffection with OHA happened quickly. 

She tells the story about Alu Like offering 
mailing lists, data bases, etc. to OHA's trustees 
when they were first setting up house . She thought 
she could help, and, she says, there was no need to 
duplicate efforts. But OHA said no . 

"They thanked us for the offer but wanted to do 
their own thing," Rubin says. 

A year later, deepening concerns about OHA's 

MELLOWING OUT O!'l 
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apparent inefficiencies led Rubin and Alu Like to 
again offer help and to suggest a convening of the 
three leading Hawaiian affairs agencies (Alu Like, 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands and OHA) 
in order to coordinate efforts and share resources. 
OHA again refused. According to Rubin, some of the 
trustees fe lt no need for a western·style plan and 
believed things would just "evolve." 

At the same time, the Hawaiian Services, 
Institutions and Agencies group (HSIA) which 
includes the big royal lands trusts (Bishop, 
Lunalilo, Queen Emma, Queen Lili'uokalani), the 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands, Bishop 
Museum and Alu Like asked OHA to join. OHA 
trustees said no at first, but later agreed to send 
their administrator to the HSIA meetings. 

"They chose to do their own thing," Rubin says, 
carefully using the hippie-era phrase again. "They 
were having problems with the idea of dealing with 
us on an equal footing , rather than as the umbrella 
entity over aU of these other agencies ." 

OHA's aloofness in those early years struck 
many as a mistake , but among the trustees there 
was legitimate concern that joining the other 
groups on an equal footing, as just one vote among 
many, would compromise OHA's unique , voter-
approved mandate . They proudly held on to the 
notion that OHA was supposed to represent all 
Hawaiians as an umbrella organization and that it 
could not, as a matter of principle , join various 
lesser segments of the Hawaiian community 
without reducing its mandate and becoming just 
another fac tion. Ideally, OHA was the Hawaiian 
community. As one observer said, OHA wasn't 
making a lot of friends in the early days, but the 
trustees were "kicking the boundaries, testing the 
limits ." 

Rubin , one of OHA's most articulate critics, is 
an impressive woman , as impressive and 
commanding as Frenchy DeSoto. She takes 
herself seriously and speaks in complete 
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paragraphs. A former public schoolteacher and a 
dean at Kamehameha Schools, she now serves in 
Governor Waihee's administration as director of 
the Department of Human Services. She manages 
an annual budget of $500 million. 

"Money doesn't help automatically," Rubin 
says , referring to OHA's early years. "Money 
helps only if you're prepared to use it. One of the 
problems they had to start with was they didn't 
know if they were going to be a non-delivering 
agency or a delivering agency. 

"They were torn . 
"They wanted to deliver programs immediately 

themselves and they attempted to do so, but they 
didn 't have the appropriate mechanisms to check 
themselves out, to evaluate what they were doing 
so they'd know when they weren't being 
successful. . .. Lack of assessment has been part 
of OHA's problem." 

To be or not be . . . a delivering agency 
To oe or not to be ... Whether to be a direct 

service agency or a non-delivering agency was one 
of OHA's most complicated and endless debates. 
Direct service meant OHA's name would be on 
the product, whether it's a college scholarship, 
legal assistance , a mortgage loan , an educational 
program, a festival or museum show, a housing 
project , e tc . The actual work is done by 
employees of OHA. 

On the other hand, a non-delivering agency 
contracts wi th other, secondary agencies which 
actually do the work and disburse funds. 

In theory, a non-delivering agency is a more 
efficient way to handle large sums of money 
because the delivery of services and funds can be 
objectively monitored by the agency, while it 
avoids becoming bloated and wasteful. The 
debate was complicated by public pressure to see 
immediate results from OHA. 

'Ao'ao Umikumakolu (Page 13) 

"You got the money, now how about moving it 
around?" is how Martin Wilson characterizes the 
early expectations of the Hawaiian community. 
"We ended up giving out some direct grants at the 
beginning because that's what people wanted. But 
what happened was that we upset all the people 
who didn't get grants, and there were more of 
them. And we really weren't planning to be a 
grants agency. Doing the grants consumed more 
time than anyone could have imagined. It really 
slowed us down at a point when we were supposed 
to be building credibility as an organization and 
looking at the big picture." 

Some of the confusion and dis-organization of 
the early years can be seen in a comparison of 
OHA's first three organizational charts published 
in the agency's first three annual reports . They are 
different every time. 

In the first official chart for 1980-81, trustees 
headed up the six "implementation" sections. It 
was an arrangement that reflected the impulse to 
be a direct service agency, wherein the trustees 
themselves are the actual providers of service. 

Two years later, the trustees' committees were 
replaced with eight divisions, each headed by an 
"officer" reporting to the administrator who, in 
turn, reported to the trustees. 

An example of how OHA actually operated coming 
out of the gate would be the tale of how Maka 
Hookala of Kona was able to get a "gap loan" from 
OHA in order to buy his fishing boat in 1983. 

The State Department of Planning and 
Economic Development (OPED) had a program of 
small business loans which Hookala was unable to 
qualify for because his loan-to-asset ratio was too 
high; that is, he didn't have the property to secure 
his loan . 

OPED sought help from OHA through Trustee 
Rockne Freitas, a businessman involved in the 
fishing industry. At the time, the trustees were 

continued page 14 

Reporter Yadao (back to camera) does a beach interview 
with Trustee Keale, Ritte, DeSoto and Solomon for the evening 
news. The keiki is Walter's. Molokai seaside serenade. 
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organizing a pilot project fo r the agency involving 
small "gap" loans to native Hawaiian businesses, 
businesses that would otherwise be unable to 
participate in any of a number of state and private 
economic development loan programs. The 
trustees were also preparing gap loans for a 
papaya plantation hui in Puna and for a 
bodybuilder in Hilo who wanted to open a gym. 

OPED asked if OHA could supply the gap loan 
for Hookala 's boat, and the trustees agreed. A 
$6,000 loan was approved with a lO-year term at 
7.5% interest, working out to monthly payments 
of $72. The loan is current today, payments are on 
time and the transaction is considered a "model 
loan" by OHA administrators . In other words, it 
seems that Hookala and his wife are catching the 
fish. 

The two other loans in the pilot program, to the 
papaya hui and the bodybuilder, showed mixed 
results. The gym, with lead financing by a 
c0111mercial bank, was a success , and the 
bodybuilder is now planning to open a second 
location. The papaya plantation, on the other 
hand, was a fail ure because of drought and the 
fruit-fly problem. 

Unfortunately, OHA income could not support 
a greatly expanded gap loan campaign, but the 
pilot program proved that nati ve Hawaiian 
businessmen with limited assets were not bad 
risks, and, for a while , the agency considered 
opening a bank for native Hawaiians. Finally, in 
1989, the Native Hawaiian Revolving Loan Fund 
was set up to handle all OHA loans to Hawaiian 
businesses. 
·OHA in action 

In mid-1983, OHA published its first Status 
Report, an upbeat document listing a wide variety 
of activities by the agency's divisions. 

Most significantly, the report noted that OHA 
was in- the process of suing the state for its share of 
a financial settlement involving sand mining on 
ceded land on Moloka'i. The suit was the first 
indication ' that OHA, with or without the 
assistance of · the state administration, would 

Ten years later 
The Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana and 

the Office of Hawaiian Affa irs , two 
organizations born in the turbulent 1970s, 
today in 1991 are working together to deter-
mine the terms and conditions for the U.S. 
Government's return of Kaho'olawe island 
to Hawai'i. 

OHA Trustee Frenchy DeSoto, who 
once was an active member of PKO before 
leading the way for the creation of OHA in 
1978, and Dr. Emmett Aluli , a occasional 
critic of OHA and a leader of the PKO, are 
two of the five members of the Kaho'oIawe 
Conveyance Commission. 

The ·commission has 'two years to figure 
out how to clean up and stabilize the heavily 
eroded and bomb-scarred island and to 
recommend its best long-term fate. Other 
questions faced by the commission include 
the cost of clean-up, who will pay for clean-
up, and which parts of the island will 
eventually be suitable for human habitation , 
if any. Their first meeting was held Dec. 17, 
1990. 

The almost 20-year struggle to stop the 
bombing of Kaho'olawe by the U.S. military 
brought political vigor to the Hawaiian 
rights movement and made the Hawaiian 
concept of "aloha 'aina" a rallying point for 
activists throughout the state. 

Alu Like and the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs have grown closer over the years as 
the OHA trustees and Alu Like directors 
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vigorously pursue its rightful share of the public 
land trust revenues which had been set at 20 
percent by the state Legislature. 

In partnership with the Native Hawaiian Legal 
Corporation (NHLC), OHA funded the Native 
Hawaiian Land Title Project which had aided over 
350 Hawaiians hoping to secure title to ancestral 
lands. This continuing project is a classic example 
of the kind of work a non-delivering agency does 
best. The funds, administered by OHA, fuel a 
program run by NHLC serving a large client base 
which mayor may not be aware that OHA helped 
to fund the work. 

A Hawaiian business directory was published 
with 400 entries (though never updated) to 
enco urage commerce withi n the Hawaiian 
community. The agency pursued access to federal 
funds for small businesses through the Minority 
En t e r prise Small Bu siness Inv es t ment 
Corporation (MESBIC) . 

Walter Ritte's ambitious Cultural Plan, first 
draft, was an important pa thfinder document for 
OHA and the Hawaiian community. The first 
important document to come out of OHA, the 
Cultural Plan identified key areas of Hawaiian 
cultural life for restoration, rehabili tation, and 
perpetuation and proposed various private and 
government actions to ensure the vitality of 
Hawaii's host culture. A symposium on taro 
cultivation was co-sponsored by OHA. 

Thirty thousand dollars of OHA funds were 
given as a special grant to help the Bishop 
Museum fund publication of Mary Kawena Pukui's 
collection of traditional Hawaiian proverbs and 
sayings, " 'Olelo Noeau, Hawaiian Proverbs and 
Poetical Sayings." The anthology preserves the 
day-to-day philosophy, history, humor and 
wisdom of traditional Hawaiian society. 

The Health and Human Resources committee 
determined there were three lethal diseases that 
threatened Hawaiians and set up pilot projects fo r 
th'e study of cancer, hypertension and alcoholism 
within the Hawaiian community. Existing agencies 
such as the Cancer Research Institute were 
requested to provide aid and expertise. 

The Pbnning and Development Division 
dis tributed $50,000 in 'lIi' il i Grants to various 
Hawaiian organizations . An effort to count the 
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learn to coordinate their efforts and 
resources for the most efficient delivery of 
services to the Hawaiian community. 

Right now, OHA and Alu Like are 
involved in several joint projects to benefit 
our community. 

Contract arrangements between the two 
agencies allow applicants to OHA's Native 
Hawaiian Revolving Loan Fund to receive 
support and assistance from Alu Like's 
" entrepreneurship tra ining outreach" 
program. 

In other words, Alu Like will help OHA's 
Loan Fund applicants with their business 
plans, budget plans and other services. 

OHA has also provided Alu Like with 
funds to support the research and planning 
efforts necessary for AIu Like to get federa l 
grants for minority job-training and other 
programs. 

On Maui, Alu Like and OHA are about to 
be c ome " roommates ." T h e t igh t 
commercial space market on Maui has 
encouraged the two agencies to look for 
shared office space in Wailuku and/ or 
Kahului. 

Lastly, OHA is helping to fund Alu Like's 
effort to list all Hawaiian-owned businesses 
in Hawaii. The list will be. published in a 
booklet to encourage networking among 
Hawaiian businesses and to increase 
visibility for Hawaiian businesses in federal' 
minority hiring programs. 

(May) 1991' 

Hawaiian community, both native Hawaiians and 
part-Hawaiians, was organized as the Population 
Survey/ Needs Assessment Survey in order to. 
figure out just how big OHA's job was. Committee 
members developed a multi-year Master Plan for 
the agency. 

Reparations were a chief topic of concern for 
the GovernmentaVCommunity Affairs Division. 
They waited breathlessly - and a little skeptically 
- for the Reagan Administration's Native 
Hawaiian Study Commission report on 
reparations, which was to be published in late 
1983. 

In the State Legislature, the Division bird-
dogged bills relating to Hawaiian issues , such as 
protection of the Milolii fishing community in 
South Kona; granting long-term leases for the 
residents of Maunalaha Valley, Makiki, O'ahu; and 
the leasing and disposition of state ceded lands in 
general. 

Meanwhile, to keep everyone up to date and to 
remind everyone that OHA was out there, the 
Public Information Division began publication of 
Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA, the OHA newspaper of 
record , in 1981. It went out on a quarterly basis to 
45,000 beneficia ry households , government 
offices, libraries, etc . A few years later, the 
circulation rose to 55,000 and the newspaper 
became a monthly. 

"We are still a baby" 
In the fall of 1982, four of the original trustees 

decided to end their terms with the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs in order to run for state legislative 
offices. Aunty Frenchy ran for the Wai'anae. 
Senate seat and lost, Roy Benham ran for an East 
Honolulu House seat and he lost. Malama 
Solomon ran for a Big Island Senate seat and won. 
Peter Apo ran for the Wai'anae/ east Kaua'i House 
seat and won. 

Five trustees remained; and four new trustees 
were elected to fill the vacancies: Hayden Burgess, 
an a ttorney and cousin of fellow trustee Rod 
Burgess; Piilani Desha , a realtor and 
businesswoman from the Big Island; Rockne 
Freitas, a former pro football player with the 
Detroit Lions and businessman from Honolulu; 
and Gard Kealoha, then an Alu Like employee and 
a publishing executive from Honolulu. 

In early 1982, Rod Burgess was arrested for 
nude swimming at Kahala Beach in Honolulu. He 
said it was part of his culture. Later that year, he 
was charged in a scuffle with police. Both incidents 
made the newspaper headlines. Hayden Burgess 
attracted the glare of public attention when he 
refused to take a public oath of office during the 
trustees' swearing-in ceremonies at the State 
Capitol. He was a citizen of Hawai'i, he insisted, 
and not the United States. Such were the petty 
scandals of OHA's early years. It would get worse 
before itgot better, but the agency was moving. Its 
controversies, chaos and confusion reflected a 
newly empowered and restless Hawaiian 
community reaching toward its own destiny . 

In an interview with the Honolulu Star-Bulletin 
in December 1983, Lieutenant Governor John 
Waihee described OHA's beginnings the way 
many observers did , in terms of infancy: " ... a 
newborn agency that never had time for 
childhood. 

"Right from the start, OHA had to compete in 
the real world, to get out there and pitch. That's 
tough . . . but what we wanted, what we dreamed 
about in '78 was to be in this situation. We 
dreamed about being able to stand up on our two 
feet and carryon, and not have some people 
begging somebody else that out of the goodness of 
the heart they should help us ." 

"We are still a baby," said the late kupuna, Papa 
Kala , in the same Star-Bulletin article , "We still 
need time to grow." 

Curt Sanburn is a local writer, educated at 'lolani 
School and Yale, who writes on Hawai'i affairs. 



Mei' (MCfy)' l991 'Ao'ao- Umikuma lil1)a (Page 15) 

Screening clinics aim to prevent 
complications of diabetes mellitus 

Diabetes mellitus and the serious complications 
of diabetes affect over 80,000 people in Hawai'i. 
Native Hawaiians are especially at risk of 
developing diabetes and related complications. 

Diabetes is the number one leading' cause of 
adult blindness , and leads to some degree of eye 
damage in up to 90 percent of all persons who have 
had diabetes for 15 years or longer. 

Persons who have diabetes are two to three 
times more likely to have heart disease than 
persons who do not have diabetes, are two to six 
times more likely to have a stroke, 15 times more 
likely to have an amputation , and 500 times more 
likely to have kidney disease . 

Yet steps can be taken to control and prevent 
this disease . 

The Hawai'i State Disease Control Program 
holds free clinics periodically for persons with an 
established diagnosis of diabetes mellitus. The 
purpose of the clinics is to prevent and delay some 
of the more serious complications of diabetes in 
persons who do not have regular complete eye , 
foot , or dental exams. Screening tests are done by 
volunteer specialists and include: 

• Complete eye exam for retinopathy, 
glaucoma, cataracts, and vision 

• Foot exam for circulation problems, shoe fit , 
and other problems which may lead to 
am pu ta tions . 

• Blood pressure and blood sugar 
• Dental screening for gum disease 
A nurse who specializes in diabetes reviews all 

screening results and recommendations with each 
client at the end of the clinic. Copies of all the 
sc reening tests are sent to each individual's 
private physician after the clinic. As needed , the 

urse works together with the client and his or her 
physic ian to assis t the client in better 
understanding diabetes and follow up on the 
recommendations from the screening. Referrals 

Henry Auwae discusses Hawaiian herba l 
medicine at Hauula screening clinic. 

to specialists are made through the private 
physician. 

For more information, contact Ms. Marie 
Robello, RN, at 548-6000. 

A recent diabetes education and screening 
clinic was ' held in February in Hauula at the 
Satellite City Hall . It was a joint venture between 
the Hawaii State Diabetes Control Program, the 
Hawaii State Hypertension Program, the 
Deparment of Health's nutrition branch and 
Office of Hawaiian Health , and the SFMC 
Northern Koolau Health Educa tion and 
Windward Public Health Nursing Section. 

Though the screening clinics were open to all 
persons with diabetes who had been referred by 

their physicians, it was especially targeted to areas 
of high Hawaiian population. Another new feature 
of the clinic was to add educational displays on 
traditional Hawaiian nutrition, an idea of Fern 
Clark, director of the Office of Hawaiian Health. 
Special guest presenters were Henry Auwae and 
Sabina Mahelona, herbalists and la'au lapa'au 
practitioners. These knowledgeable kupuna are 
frequent guests at health outreach programs 
which seek to encourage Hawaiians to take better 
care of their health, especially by utilizing 
traditional approaches to diet and use of herbal 
medicine. 

If you would like to participate in a future 
screening clinic, or if your organization 
would like to help sponsor one in your 
community, call Alice Taniguchi of the 
Diabetes Control Program office at 548-
6000. 

Participants in the day-long screening clinic had 
personal attention paid to their health needs and 
were also served a delicious Hawaiian lunch 
including broiled mahimahi, taro, sweet potato, 
lomi salmon, fresh fruit and poi . 

A simple free brochure given out at the 
screening clinic tells patients "If you have diabetes, 
high blood pressure and/or high cholesterol, you 
can become healthier by following the ways of our 
ancestors." It recommends eating foods of 
old Hawai'i , including limu, luau leaves , 
fern shoots, taro, poi, breadfruit, fish, chicken, 
sweet potato, banana, and yam. It recommend.; 
cooking by baking, broiling or steaming, using little 
salt for seasoning, and avoiding foods in high fat or 
sugar, such as sausages, canned meat, packaged 
or processed potato chips, cookies and 
cakes, ice cream, sugar, candies, fake juices and 
soda. 

'May Experience' speakers inspire Wai'anae 'opio 
by Deborah L. Ward 

Editor, Ka Wai Ola 0 OHA 
Now in its eighth year , the annual May 

Experience brings again this month to Wai'anae 
coast schools a dynamic "lei" of po'e Hawai'i 
speakers (of Hawaiian ancestry) to share their 
knowledge and experiences of Hawaiian culture . 
Since 1984 the May Experience has continued. to 
realize the dream of Wai'anae parents for a more 
inspiring education for their children. On the 
Wai'anae coast more than half of all haumana 
(students) are po'e Hawai'i. 

This year the popular program is bringing over 
65 Hawaiian speakers to make presentations to 
students at Wai'anae Intermediate School, 
Wai'anae High School and Nanakuli High and 
Intermediate School. One goal is to raise the self-
esteem of students with Hawaiian role models and 
culturally relevant lessons. Another goal is to 
provide teachers wiHy Hawaiian teaching 
strategies workshops right in their own 
classrooms . 

Topics are extremely varied and range from 
hands-on demonstrations of hula, crafts or games, 
to talk-story discussions of Hawaiian history, 
language , farming and fishing practices then and 
now, cultural traditions and values , local area 
history, family relations , and Hawaiian social and 
political issues today. 

The genesis of the May Experience was born 
out of parents' feelings of rage and frustration that 
their children were being misunderstood and mis-
handled by a school system that was ill -prepared 
to meet their social and cultural needs . In 1983, 
test scores showed 50 percent of the 10th graders 
at Nanakuli High and Intermediate School were 
reading below average . The parents believed their 
children 's poor test scores did not reflect their 
intelligence , but rather revealed thejr alienation 

from a system which did not recognize their 
cultural learning styles . 

A coalition of parents asked the Department of 
Education to bring in more Hawaiian teachers and 
role models . This led to a meeting between the 
Women's Support Group of the Wai'anae Coast 
with Hawaii State Teachers Association (HST A) 
education planner Shirley Elento and OHA 
kupuna Betty Jenkins . 

The two women listened to the parents as they 
raged and wept , and out of the pain , creativity was 
born. With the assistance of the HSTA, and early 
seed money from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 
the May Experience was planned and carried out 
by volunteers of the Waianae Women's Support 
Group as a guest speakers' bureau and timed to 
coincide with the May Day celebrations in the 
schools. Today, volunteers continue to make the 
expanded May Experience a successful 
experience for Wai'anae coast children. 

Since the May Experience began, Kahanu says 
there has been improvement in test scores, 
although students are still falling below average 
scores in the state . At Wai'anae High School 
reading scores have improved 10 percent, from 49 
percent reading below average in 1983 to 39 
percent in 1991. At Nanakuli High and 
Intermediate the 10th grade reading scores 
improved by 7 percent and the 8th grade scores 
improved by 6 percent. 

She looks at the May Experience as being of real 
benefit at the high school level to raise students' 
self-image and raise teachers' expectation of what 
their students can achieve . 

Kahanu believes hiring more Hawaiian teachers 
in the Wai'anae district will have a powerful long-
lasting impact on student self-esteem and 
motivation in school and careers . And to this end 
she asks May Experience speakers to encourage 

students to become teachers and to return home 
to teach in the district. 

Other positive signs, according to Kahanu, 
show the recognition the May Experience is 
gaining: Mokihana Kayatani, resource teacher 
head of the Leeward district Hawaiian Studies 
program, is holding Hawaiian teaching strategies 
workshops for Wai'anae High's new teachers and 
has also put all of her Hawaiian resource teachers 
into the May Experience . Schools in Waimanalo 
and on Maui have asked advice on how to start 
similar programs in their areas. 

Remembering Aunti Maiki: 
Founder's Day May 27 

This month on Memorial Day, May 27, Halau 
Hula 0 Maiki hosts its seventh annual Founder's 
Day celebration in remembrance of its founder , 
the late Aunti Maiki Aiu Lake. This tribute to the 
memory of the acknowledged "Mother of the 
Hawaiian Renaissance" will be held from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at Kahikolu, the memorial garden named in 
her memory at St. Francis High School in Manoa 
(2707 Pamoa Road, off Alaula Way). 

This joyous tribute will feature Halau Hula 0 
Maiki and local entertainers Robert Cazimero and 
The Gentlemen of Na Kamalei , Puamana, 
Hookena, Kawai Cockett Trio, Leimomi Ho and 
Kealiika'apunihonua Ke'ena A'o Hula, Mililani 
Allen and Halau Hula 0 Mililani, and the HauoH 
Hula Maidens. 

Requested donation is $10. There is an 
additional $10 fee to participate in the Hula Malie 
Fun Run (which includes a commemorative T-shirt 
and celebration entrance) . 

For tickets, Fun Run forms and more 
information, call Halau Hula 0 Maiki at 955-0050. 
Tickets may also be purchased at the gate . 

• ---!.-_" ...... 
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Health is only one aspect of weI/-being 
This is the fourth article in a five-part series 

summarizing the findings of the E Ola Mau Native 
Hawaiian Health Needs Study conducted in 1985. 
It findings and recommendations led, in part, to 
the passage of the Native Hawaiian Health Care 
Act of 1988 which established the Papa Ola Lokahi 
Hawaiian health consortium. 

The consortium's five members agencies-the 
state Department of Health, E Ola Mau, the 
University of Hawai'i, Alu Like and Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs-are working with island 
communities to develop a comprehensive health 
care master plan for Native Hawaiians and a 
network of Native Hawaiian health care systems 
statewide. 

Report of the E Ola Mau Native 
Hawaiian Health Needs Study 

Part 4 of a series: 
HistoricaVCultural Task Force 

The purpose of this report was to provide a 
historical and cultural context to the E Ola Mau 
Hawaiian Health Needs Study Report with 
appropriate conclusions and recommendations. 

Available historical information reveals that for 
more than 1,500 years prior to 1778, there 
flourished a generally robust native (people) 
adapting well over the centuries to their island 
ecosystems in a cluster of mid-Pacific islands later 
to be called Hawai'i . 

Cultural values and practices stemmed from 
basic concepts of lokahi (unity) with a living, 
conscious and communicating cosmos; harmony 
with self-na'au (mind), kino (body), 'uhane 
(spirit), wailua (dream soul), and others-'ohana 
(fam ily) kupuna (ancestors), 'aumakua 
(ancestral gods), and nature ; observance of kapu 
(sacred law) and communication with the spiritual 
realm to maintain mana (special energy) . These 
beliefs and practices were generally effective in 
promoting well ness and preventing and 
controlling illness. 

Western impact, beginning in 1778, resulted in 
spiritual devastation and almost complete 
eradication of the Native Hawaiians. 

The main factors for this were introduced 
infections, native lack of immunity, and haole 
(white) economic, political, social, cultural and 
military control, with resulting Native Hawaiian 
despair and, for many, loss of will to live in a world 
that had become hostile and no longer meaningful. 

The illegal overthrow of the Hawaiian kingdom 
by a haole oligarchy, aided by U.S. armed forces in 
1893, and subsequent annexation by the U.S. in 
1898, without consent of, or compensation to, ka 
po'e Hawai'i, continued the abuse and humiliation 
of Native Hawaiians with further loss of our 
culture, religion, language, lands, status and 
power. In spite of the rise in the Part-Hawaiian 
population our adverse health profile persisted as 
just one dimension of a conquered, indigenous 
people alienated from a non-indigenous 
government. . 

Most po'e Hawai'i have not adapted to the 
dominant haole economic, social, political and 
educational system , unlike many Asian 
immigrants. Yet too many Native Hawaiians have 
embraced some harmful western ways, such as 
ingestion of excessive mal nutrients (fat and sugar) 
and inadequate dietary fiber; tobacco, alcohol and 
drug dependence; lack of physical fitness ; and 
ko'iko'i (stress). 

The current health care system has failed to 
address and improve the health status of ka po'e 
Hawai'i. 

In spite of the grim health profile of our po'e, 
some traditional Hawaiian cultural strengths 
persist and are even admired by some non-
Hawaiians, e .g. , reverence for nature , expressed 
aloha 'aina (love of the land), communication with 

the spiritual realm, group affiliation over individual 
assertion, sensitivity to others' moods, avoidance 
of confrontation, minimization of risk ("ain't no big 
thing"); child-rearing; desire to continue a basic 
lifestyle close to the land and sea within an 
extended 'ohana; and pride of heritage, such as in 
revitalization of mele (song), hula (dance), other 
arts and crafts, lawai'a (fishing), mahi'ai (farming) , 
and lapa'au (Hawaiian medicine). 

The report said if Hawai'i society continues to 
ignore Native Hawaiian health problems as has 
been usual in the past, two trends will emerge: 

• Native Hawaiians will undergo further de-
Hawaiianization and become assimilated as non-
Hawaiians, even though they may occasionally be 
identified as Native Hawaiians. 

By comparison, the report says most of the 
relatively small number of affluent Native 
Hawaiians already belong to this class. By 
assimilating and attaining personal achievement in 
and on haole terms, most have rejected traditional 
Hawaiian cultural group affiliation. Health 
problems and other social ills , as "Hawaiian," 
cease to exist for them. This goal of assimilation 
was the official mission of the missionaries; was, 
and still may be, the goal of the Kamehameha 
Schools; and is still advocated by some Native 
Hawaiians and many non-Hawaiians for Native 
Hawaiians. 

However if steps are taken to kako'o (support) 
Native Hawaiians in furthering their spiritual and 
cultural identity, self·esteem will improve. Support 
for political self-determination and economic self-
sufficiency, to regain a land base will allow pursuit 
of more meaningful lives and thus, improved well-
being, including health . 

How can Native Hawaiians recover and 
maintain their ethnic identity? One way is via 
resistance to the dominant haole society, through 
passive resistance (while quietly maintaining 
aspects of our culture) and through active 
resistance, through confrontation and control. 
These strategies though may spell loss of some 
traditional ways. 

Another approach is through practicing bi-
culturalism (Native Hawaiian and haole ways). 
This requires tolerance, respect, understanding 
and kako'o by non-Native Hawaiians. It also 
means po'e Hawai' i would adopt some 
non-Hawaiian modern technological advances, 
especially in urban centers, and meanwhile 
revitalize use of traditional cultural concepts and 
practices, where applicable, especially in rural 
areas. 

Recommendations of the Historical/Cultural 
Task Force 

The report calls for a "holistic awareness" that 
health is only one aspect of well-being, and for 
Native Hawaiians as Native Hawaiians, pride of 
heritage is paramount. 

Thus, it says, the historical and cultural basis for 
the Hawaiian health plight must be the major 
consideration. It warns against looking only at 
superficial apparent causes, such as lifestyles, 
environment, health care and biological factors; or 
providing programs only in terms of physical 
health promotion, disease -prevention and 
intervention. 

The report calls for Hawaiian involvement in 
plans for change by means of: 

• Input by ka po'e Hawai'i in all stages of 
planning and implementation, with the goal of 
control by Native Hawaiians of programs for 
ourselves. 

• Building upon current Native Hawaiian 
cultural strengths by incorporation of appropriate 
Native Hawaiian values and practices. 

------

• Monitoring to assure that programs are for 
definite benefit of ka po'e Hawai'i, and not merely 
for promoting non-Native Hawaiian researchers 
and sustaining administrative bureaucracies. 

• Systematic and continuous collection, 
tabulation, and analysis of critical health data by 
Native Hawaiians on Native Hawaiians for health 
needs assessments and specific health programs 
for Native Hawaiians. 

The recommendations call for emphasis on 
health-promotion in the holistic sense and disease-
prevention and control within appropriate cultural 
contexts, rather than exclusive end·stage 
intervention in hospitals. 

The report warns that mere improvement of 
Hawaiian health statistics, or prolonging life 
expectancy of ka po'e Hawai'i by imitating modern 
haole lifestyles may not be necessarily ideal or 
appropriate for ka po'e Hawai'i and rather 
contribute to ill health of Hawaiians. 

Recommendations also call for health education 
for Native Hawaiians by trained po'e Hawai'i, in the 
'ohana, in local Native Hawaiian communities, and 
among Native Hawaiian health professionals, 
using Native Hawaiian cultural concepts, language 
and practices, and using modern communication 
methods , such as sophisticated television 
programs. 

Education should target specific groups with 
specific health problems, such as: pregnant 
teenagers, preschool youngsters with dental 
caries, youths with cigarette, alcohol and drug-
abuse; patients with diabetes, high blood 
pressure, obesity, and those at high risk for 
coronary heart disease and cancer. 

Other recommendations are far more 
sweeping, and include: 

• Appointment of a Native Hawaiian health 
administrator in Hawai'i at the state level and for 
each county, to coordinate government health 
programs for Native Hawaiians with non-
government programs. 

• Native Hawaiian community (local family) 
health centers. 

• Investigation of reinstituting free medical care 
for needy po'e Hawai'i at the Queen's Hospital, 
Kapi'olani Hospital, and Lunalilo Home. 

And integration of health programs with others 
concerned with: 

• Land-return of the Native Hawaiian land 
base through return of federal ceded lands, state 
ceded lands, Hawaiian Home lands, and proper 
protection of private Native Hawaiian lands, such 
as the Bishop Estate, Lili'uokalani Trust, Queen 
Emma lands, and threatened private Native 
Hawaiian family lands. 

• Population control of further in-migration to 
prevent further unhealthful crowding, crime and 
destruction of natural resources. 

• Law-State civil rights law to assure 
representative health care for po'e Hawai'i. 

Education of more Native Hawaiian culturally-
sensitive attorneys, legal aides and mediators. 

• Political self-determination: Locally-elected 
Native Hawaiian councils and governing boards. 

Representation of po'e Hawai'i on all 
government bodies. 

Workshops on political organization and 
effective . action on Native Hawaiian issues. 
Register every eligible Native Hawaiian to vote; 
provide transportation to voting booths. 

• Economic self-sufficiency: Job-training, 
especially for self-sufficiency in living from the land 
and the sea. 

Restraints on foreign multi-national control of 
Hawai'i economy and especially for Native 
Hawaiian lands. 

• Environmental protection against pollution 
and destruction of our natural resources by 

continued page 18 
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Nutrition for body and spirit 
On Thursday, Mar. 

28, a little-known event 
of possibly historic pro-
portions occurred. A 
Moloka'i group known 
as Hui 0 Kuapa (loko 
kuapa means fishpond) , 
headed by Billy Akuta-
gawa, held a blessing for 
the opening of a 
newly-restored fishpond. 

Why was this so important in terms of nutrition? 
I have always been an advocate of looking at the 

bigger picture-the whole view of health and 
nutrition. This view includes not only the nutrition 
of the individual Hawaiian but that of the Hawaiian 
people as a whole . I have always been an advocate 
of traditional foods as a way to heal people. But in 
order to help as many people as possible, we must 
have the supply of these foods. 

Last month I described the backyard fish-
fa rming program of the Opelu Project and how 
some families could become self-sufficient in some 
of their nutrition needs. This month I want to 
describe another program that is helping to move 
Hawai'i toward nutritional self-sufficiency on a 
potentially large scale. 

In ancient times, the people of Hawai'i were not 
only great kalo (taro) farmers but were also great 
fi sh farmers. On Moloka'i alone, there are over 70 
fi shpond sites recorded, ranging in size from two 
acres to 50 acres each. Unfortunately, over the 
years, these ponds have fallen into disuse. 

In 1987, a board known as Hui 0 Kuapa was 
established on Moloka'i to try to resurrect some of 
these ponds so that the Moloka'i community as 
well as the rest of the state could benefit 
nutritionally and economically from this forgotten 
resource. 

Since many of these former fishpond sites are 
on state land, and there was state and county 
funds for aquaculture development, this program 
was assisted by the state and county 
governments. 

The pond was prepared with a great deal of 
effort, both politically and physically. There were 
permit processes to go through and paperwork to 
file. This was not an easy process as the pond 
targeted for revival was on conservation land. 
After permits were obtained, the pond had to be 

'Ohana Reunions 

Kaua-Kahele 
Descendants of the Kaua-Kahele 'ohana (from 

Kaupo-Kowali , Maui) are holding a family reunion 
on O'ahu from July 19-21 for the families of Olelia 
Kalawaianui-Souza, Julia Lindsey, Mary Kealoha 
Kaowili, Mary Hiiaka Waiwaiole-Makolo, Abigail 
Wong, and their friends. For information contact 
"Lala" Pietz at 538-3290 or "Aulani" Kahaulelio at 
668-8079. Special events planned include: July 
19-genealogy meeting and stew/ poi pa'ina. July 
20-a lu'au at Palama Recreation Center; July 
21-'ohana picnic at Waimanalo Beach Park. 

Clark-Buckle 
The Clark-Buckle families are holding their 

family reunion on Aug. 3 at the Shriner's County 
Home in Waimanalo, O'ahu, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Special events planned include a photo/ genealogy 
display, poi luncheon, Hawaiian entertainment, 
swimming, volleyball and children's games. For 
information family members may call Aimoku 
McClellan at 668-4856. -' 

A ceremony to bless and stock the 'Uala_pu'e fishpond was held Mar. 28, after more than three 
years of work to restore the pond, at left. A restored taro lo'i is in foreground. 

cleared of mangrove, and predators such as 
barracuda and eels removed from the pond. A wall 
had to be re-built to seal it off from the ocean as the 
prior lessor of the pond had opened the wall so it 
could be used for jet-ski recreation. A holding tank 
for mullet and other equipment had to be installed. 
In all, it took over three years' hard work by a 
great many people. 

On Mar. 28, the fishpond was finally ready to open. 
Governor John Waihee and Mayor Linda Lingle 
were present. After the blessing, the sluice gates 
were opened and thousands of baby mullet were 
released into the pond and gave it new life . It is 
anticipated that the first harvest will be 
approximately 600·800 pounds of fish to be 

Kalima-Kauhane 
Descendants of the Kalima and Kauhane 'ohana 

are holding their family reunion July 5-7 on Q'ahu. 
Events planned include a lu'au, games, contests, 
family entertainment, genealogy, sports and more . 
On July 5 and 7 the reunion will be at the 
Richardson Center, and on July 6 at the Lewis 
residence. For details call Richard Makalena at 
677-4627, or Eldowayne Kalima at 395-7015 
(evenings). 

Upchurch 
The Upchurch 'ohana are having a family 

reunion on Aug. 16-18. The family would like to 
invite the children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren of the Swain, Kauwale and Kaopua 
families. For more information, write Luika 
Upchurch Kauhane, 78-6946 Mamalahoa Hwy., 
Holualoa, Hawai'i 96725, or phone 1-322-9283 in 
Kona, Hawai'i. 

consumed in the community and sold to other 
areas of Hawai'i. It is hoped that other food crops 
such as Clams and limu will be grown in the future . 
it is hoped that six to eight such ponds will be 
opened in the next few years. 

We must nourish not only individuals but the 
people as a whole. And we must nourish not just 
the body but also the spirit. Efforts such as this one 
,should be supported and applauded. 

Dr Shintani, physician and nutritionist, is the 
director of preventive medicine at the Wai'anae 
Coast Comprehensive Health Center. A majority 
of its board and its 18,000 clients are of Native 
Hawaiian ancestry. Dr. Shintani is also host of a 
radio talk show on K108 Sundays 7·9 p.m. 

Kaholo 
The reunion of the Kaholo 'ohana is scheduled 

for Aug. 16-18 in Hilo, Hawai'i. The 'ohana's last 
reunion was 25 years ago and was held in Puu 
Anahulu, Kona at the family home. . 

Co·chairpersons for the reunion are Smith 
Kaleohano II and Raynette "Kuchie" Shibata. The 
Kaholo 'ohana may call "Kuchie" at 961-2434 or 
959-6404 for details. The second generation of 
cousins (59 families) are making this event 
possible. Some of the 'ohana have never met. 
Organizers say "please come home." 

Chun-Cup Choy 
Members of the Chun and Cup Choy families 

are holding a reunion at the Cup Choy family 
residence in Kokomo, Maui July 26·28. Activities 
planned include exchange of genealogy 
information, golfing and a luau. For more 
information family members should call David 
Cup Choy at 572·7208. 



"Ao'ao· Umil<umawali.-{Page 18) 

Most of us are some-
what familiar with the 
problems that threaten 
Hawai'i's native eco-
logy. The loss of habitat 
along with the introduc-
tion of foreign plants, 
animals and diseases 
have contributed heavi-
ly to the demise of many 
native species. Over 50 percent of the endangered 
or extinct birds in the United States are endemic 
to Hawai'i. 

The problems that face native ecosystems 
today are in most cases related to human 
disturbance of a once pristine group of islands. 
Ironically, most of these problems cannot be 
resolved without human help . In many cases, like 
in that of the '0 '0 bird, the damage that has been 
done is irreversible. The last sighting of an '0 '0 
bird was in 1984 on the island of Kaua'i. 

So what can we do to protect Hawai'i's native 
ecology? 

At the risk of sounding trite, "the key is 
education." In order to preserve native plants, 
animals and ecosystems, the public must first be 
made aware of their existence and then of their 
plight. 

Today, with the realization that we are quickly 
losing much of our natural resources and heritage, 
Hawai'i, along with the rest of the world, is 
entering an age of renewed environmental 
consciousness. In recent years, efforts to educate 
the public about Hawai'i's native wildlife have been 
spearheaded by state and federal departments as 
well as nonprofit organizations and educational 
institu tions. 

Although it is great that there are increasing 
efforts to preserve Hawaiian wildlife, only a small 
percentage of those actively involved are native 
Hawaiians or lifetime residents. Don't get me 
wrong, I'm not suggesting that the efforts of non-
residents and newer residents are not welcome; 
on the contrary, I believe that they have formed 
the nucleus of Hawai 'i's environmental 
renaissance. It does concern me to think, 
however, that the rest of the world may be more in 
tune with Hawai'i 's environmental problems than 
some of us are . 

Hawaiian health 
from page 16 
government , de ve lope rs , tourism , other 
commercial interests and the mili tary. 

• Education: Hawaiian language and culture in 
all public and private schools, with instruction on 
Native Hawaiian rights and history of exploitation 
of Native Hawaiians, coordinated with health 
instruction at all levels . 

• Housing: Preference for needs of local Native 
Hawaiians over desires of malihini (newcomer) 
and greed of developers . 

• Transportation: Limitation · on automobiles 
and roads to reduce accidents and fatalities, and 
restrictions on destructive air and sea 
transportation facilities and practices. 

• Energy: More use of natural energy sources; 
less dependence on foreign oil. 

• Historic sites: Protection , restoration, 
maintenance and proper cultural use of Hawaiian 
historic sites in regular celebrations, ceremonies, 
cultural 'aha (gathering), and historical dramas. 

• Communication: Appropriate representation 
(about 20 percent) of Native Hawaiian culture , 
language and personnel in all major media (TV, 
radio, newspapers). 

Restriction of commercial advertising of health-
harmful marketed products . 

Lawai'a (fishing): Restoration of na loko 
(fishponds) to be maintained by po'e Hawai'i ; 
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A Hawaiian affair 

'0'0 

The message I am trying to convey is that 
Hawaii's people should take a more active role in 
the preservation of our own natural heritage and 
by doing so help to conserve that which makes 
Hawai'i unique. 

If you would like to get involved with preserving 
and/or exploring the Hawaiian wilderness, you 
may want to contact one or more of the following 
organizations: The Bishop Museum, The Hawai'i 

subsidized cooperative lawai'a until such 
programs become self-sustaining. Appropriate 
nurturing and protection of Native Hawaiian 
marine food sources. 

• Mahi'ai (farming) : Subsidized cooperative , 
diversified mahi'ai for local needs, engaging Native 
Hawaiians , until farming programs become self-
sustaining; promotion of individual home gardens, 
and small-scale farming for family subsistence of 
Native Hawaiian food sources, such as, taro, 'uala 

Pa family 
from page 4 
Strode and was taught her duties by him. She was 
one of the very few Hawaiians working at Straub at 
the time and was determined not to be the last. By 
1964 there were 52 Hawaiian women there. She 
advised them to "bust your ass" and that if they 
did, Straub would take good care of them. She 
became well known as an energetic hard worker at 
Straub. 

After retiring from Straub, she worked as an 
interpreter at Bishop Museum, under Martha 
Hohu, from 1965-1969. 

Today, she teaches Moloka'i youth "mai. 
ukauka" don't be afraid to work. "It will be your 
mother and father in life," she tells them. 

Aunty Alice remembers her mother, Catherine 
Rowen Pa, as very immaculate, a good 

Audubon Society, Moanalua Gardens 
Foundation, The Nature Conservancy of Hawai'i, 
Makiki Environmental Education Center, The 
Conservation Council of Hawai'i, Ho'omaluhia 
Botanic Garden, Friends of Foster Garden, the 
Kilauea Point History Association (Kaua'i), the 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service or state Department 
of Land and Natural Resources Division of 
Forestry and Wildlife . 

(sweet potato), uhi (yam), 'ulu (bread-fruit), mai'a 
(banana). 

• Language and culture: 'Aha Punana Leo 
(language nest) for preschool, child-care Native 
Hawaiian culture-language centers, conducted by 
trained Hawaiian language speakers and 
incorporating traditional Native Hawaiian cultural 
concepts, literature, and practices. Thus, a new 
generation of Native Hawaiian language speakers 
will succeed the few remaining elderly ones. 

manager/organizer and a wonderful teacher of 
how to work and do things. Mom taught her 
daughters how to care for their future husbands. 
Her dad taught all the kids how to "pay your 
share. " Today she is grateful for this good 
teaching. They were a respected family who did a 
lot of things together. 

Aunty Alice feels the first group of 
homesteaders had a hard time on the land. She 
talks to 'opio today about working for what they 
want in life, about how families should support 
each other. 

She believes "Hawaiian people are intelligent 
people, how could they have survived all these 
years if they were not?" She is living proof that 
Hawaiians are resourceful and can take 
opportunities to learn new skills and expand their 
knowledge . 
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Mai Wakiuekoua By Paul Alexander 
Washington, D.C. Counsel for OHA 

More .on a Native Hawaiian Trust Counsel 
Much of the recent 

discussion conce rning 
Hawaiian Native claims 
has focused on potential 
state-based remedies as 
reflected in the propo-
sals known as the "Gov-
ernor's Action Plan to 
Address Con trover -
sies ." At the same time 
as this state-focused effort occupies the spotlight, 
another effort has begun on the federal level to de-
sign a package of federal remedies to address 
Hawaiian Native claims. . 

Although the process being involves 
the Hawai'i congressional delegation and their 
staffs , particularly Sen. Daniel Inouye in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Senate Select 
Committee on Indian Affairs , the process has as 
its expressed goal to have a legislative package 
designed and developed through the participation 
of the Hawaiian Native community. Meetings, 
sometimes called drafting sessions, to date, have 
involved a broad range of groups and individuals. 
Since many of the issues have significant legal 
aspects, not surprisingly many of the participants 
have been attorneys. 

It is premature to report on the full scope of the 
remedies that may ultimately be proposed. It is 
clear, however, that there is a consensus that the 
full range of wrongs, starting with the overthrow of 
the Hawaiian monarchy, should be addressed by 
comprehensive federal legislation. 

There are several possibilities for remedies 
which mayor may not have a place in the final 
proposal that have their origins in the Federal-
Indian relationship. One of these, which was 
briefly touched upon in a prior column, is the trust 
counsel. 

Although there have been proposals for a trust 
counsel, including legislative proposa ls , 
periodically over the past 20 years, there is not 

now, nor has there ever been, an actual trust 
counsel. To date, the trust counsel has 
remained a proposal. In the Indian context, the 
trust counsel's purpose is to address the· 
continuing conflict of interest faced by the United 
States as the trustee for Indian property interests, 
which sometimes compete with the United 
States' responsibilities for other federal or public 
interests. 

This conflict of interest has taken many forms. 
For example , the Army Corps of Engineers may 
want to condemn Indian land in order to build a 
dam or other water project, while the Indian tribe 
might oppose the Corps action. How does the 
United States reconcile such a conflict? Whose 

The focus of the Trust Counsel would 
be to enforce the two federally created 
trusts: t he Hawaiian Home Lands Trust 
and the Public Land Trust. 

interest· does it represent? 
The proposed trust counsel, in the Indian 

Context , would have the obligation to advocate 
for the Native interests within the government. 
One version of the proposal would allow the trust 
counsel to represent Native interests in litigation 
while the Justice Department would represent the 
other interests of the United States in the same 
proceedings. Still another version calls for the 
United States to provide split briefs in litigation-
legal arguments for both the native concerns as 
well as the other interests of the United States. 

In the Hawaiian Native context, the proposal for 
a trust counsel is somewhat different. The focus 
of the trust counsel would be to enforce the two 
federally created trusts: the Hawaiian Home 
Lands Trust and the Public Land Trust. As is well 
known since statehood, these trusts have been 
under the day-to-day management and 
supervision of the State of Hawai'i. As is also well 
known, there has been fairly continuous and 

significant criticism over the management of these 
trusts. 

With respect for both trusts the United States 
has the responsibility as a residual trustee to 
enforce the terms of the trusts. With the exception 
of providing its views to Congress on state 
legislation concerning the Home Lands Trust that 
requires Congressional approval in order to be 
effective, the United States has been an absent 
trustee and has never used its available litigation 
remedies . The Executive Branch has taken a fairly 
narrow view of its role as trustee, preferring to 
defer to the State of Hawai'i. This reluctant 
trusteeship seems to stem in part from its view of 
how a federal system should work , and in part 
from its opposition to treating the United 
States/ Hawaiian Native relationship as a political 
relationship. 

In any event, a Native Hawaiian trust counsel 
would be the focal point for the United States' 
existing trust obligations, and as proposed the 
counsel would have the United States' right to sue 
to enforce the terms and conditions of the existing 
trusts. The trust counsel would also serve as the 
advocate for Hawaiian trust issues within the 
federal government, and well as with the State of 
Hawai'i. As proposed, the counsel would be 
based in Hawai'i. 

Some of the issues that have bothered Native 
advocates concerning the whole concept of a 
trust counsel, are also pertinent to evaluating the 
efficacy of a Native Hawaiian trust counsel and 
will need to be worked through before a final 
proposal. For example: does the creation of the 
trust counsel, legally and/ or functionally reduce 
the United States' obligation as a trustee; how is 
the trust counsel selected and set up so that 
he/ she maintains independence from any 
particular political administration; and how would 
the trust counsel's right to sue fit with separately 
created rights to sue for beneficiaries and 
Hawaiian native organizations? 

.. .. : .. 
(This column is open to all OHA Trustees as a vehicle for them to express their Tiettstee's Views mana'o. Opinions expressed are those of the individual Trustees and do not 
necessarily represent the official position of the OHA Board of Trustees.) 

Stepping down as committee chair-the right decision 
by Moanikeala Akaka 

Trustee, Hawai'i 

I feel it is necessary to 
let you know that I am 
giving up my chairman-
ship of OHA's Health 
and Human Services 
committee to Uncle 
Tommy Kaulukukui. 
Some of you have 
asked, "why?" The 
present Board of 
Trustees was established at the end of 1990 due to 
the election of new trustees. Moses Keale was 
elected Chairman. With the new Chairman's re-
organization, seven committees instead of four, 
were created. They are: Budget, Finance; Policy 
and Planning; Culture and Education; Health and 
Human Services; OHA Relations; Legislative 
Review; Native Hawaiian Status and Entitlements 
and Housing; and Economic Development and 
Land. During reorganization, I was not given a 
choice of committee assignments although I have 
been a trustee longer than two-thirds of the 
current board; most of the other trustees were 
allowed a choice. I was appointed Chairperson of 
Health and Human Services which I feel is one of 
the most important areas of Hawaiian concern, 

and I intend to remain a very active member of that 
committee as advocate for our people. 

I am chairing a new subcommittee for an all-
Hawaiian health plan which is a crucial and 
important area of need for our Hawaiian 'ohana. 
Members of this subcommittee are Rowena 
Akana, Kamaki Kanahele, Tommy Kaulukukui, 
and myself. We are beginning to investigate the 
possibilities of OHA creating a health plan for all 
Hawaiians. 

Let's face it, our people deserve to have 
adequate health services, and we are hoping that 
this plan will cover outstanding expenses after the 
primary health care now utilized by our Hawaiian 
community is exhausted. In other words, if you 
have a health plan at work or are on Medicare or 
Medicaid or other governmental health programs 
such as the State Health Insurance Program 
(SHIP) and Papa Ola Lokahi health services (once 
it begins), the committee hopes that OHA's All 
Hawaiian Plan will cover the added costs your 
primary plans do not pay. 

We desire that all Hawaiians, including the 
homeless living on the beach, will be able to obtain 
adequate health services including dental care. 
Our kupuna will not have to worry about denying 
themselves needed medical attention which 
Medicare refuses to cover. Indian tribes and 
Alaskan natives have a card that entitles them to 

obtain medical services whenever the need arises. 
We Hawaiians deserve no less as an entitlement 
from OHA. The prospect is exciting. 

As I mentioned earlier, I am giving up my 
chairmanship of Health and Human Services. 
During OHA's reorganization this past 
December, I was not appointed a member of the 
Entitlements and Housing Committee, nor to the 
Land and Economic Development Committee. 
These are two areas I have been involved in for 
years even before I became a trustee-and are 
two areas I will always be involved in as they are 
paramount in importance to the Hawaiian people. 
Entitlements and housing deal with not only much 
needed housing for our people but also with the 
entitlements due our people including the 
"retroactive package" for Native Hawaiians that 
was passed last legislative session for those of 50 
percent and more Hawaiian blood. There is also a 
"prospective package" still to be negotiated for all 
Hawaiians. 

Although all OHA committees are definitely 
important and I am honored to participate and 
contribute in any of them to the best of my ability 
as advocate for our people-I feel it imperative 
that I be a voting member of the Entitlements and 
Housing as well as the Economic Development 
and Land Committees. These are two very crucial 

continued page 23 
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We Hawaiians need the right to self-determination 
by Moses Keale, Sr. 

Chairman, OHA Board of Trustees 

Anoai kakou! 
Over the past few 

months many of your 
trustees have devoted 
much time and effort 
discussing the issues of 
sovereignty. These 
issues are very impor· 
tant for all of us to con· 
sider and understand. 
We must begin to address m a 
right and open manner. This issue will build the 
foundation for the path that Hawaiians will travel 
in determining the legacy we leave for our genera-
tions of young people yet unborn . 

For 10 long years the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
has struggled with the how, when, why, and where 
questions associated in our dealing with the 
problems of the Hawaiian people. Whether we 
have done a good job or poor job is not the real 
issue. The real issue is whether we are assisting in 
the battle to correct the problems which plague 
our people. The negative reports which continue 
to come from the health department, the 
educational in stitutes , the Governor 's 
commission on housing, Hawaiian Homes, and so 
forth serves to remind us that the problems not 
only exist but have been growing. Why can't this 
office "get at" these problems? 

A1 thought not the only right answer, one answer 
is money! Two years ago, we went before the 
legislature to ask for money to provide for 
programs to address Hawaiians' concerns. After 
all the cuts and reductions, the legislature granted 
us an $8.1 million operating budget for fiscal 1989-
1991. 

With around 250,000 Hawaiians in the state of 
Hawai'i , that amounts to approximately $16 per 
Hawaiian . They gave us $16 per beneficiary and 
said do your best! 

That is a tragedy! 
The state collects more than $16 in sales tax 

from each and everyone of us right over the 
counter every year at our corner grocery store. 
How are we supposed to address the building of 
new houses for our people with $16 per person? 

Many of us pay far more than $16 per family 
member in medical expenses each year trying to 

stay alive and healthy. If we send our children to 
school with lunch money everyday, we spend 
more than $16 per year per child for lunch alone. ' 

If we expect to improve our economic status as 
Hawaiians, then better employment and better 
education go hand in hand . How do we encourage 
our young people, who statistics show represent 
50 percent of our population, to pursue higher 
education when we are given just $16 per person 
to provide educational assistance to those who 
need it? We could go on and on. But the bottom 
line is that we face a multi-billion dollar task with 
totally inadequate assets. Why have you, our 
people, not seen any substantial benefits going 
directly to you? There just isn't enough to begin 
the process. 

Who is to blame for this tragic state of affairs? 
The Office of Hawaiian Affairs, like each of the 
counties, the various state agencies, and the 
numerous private agencies must compete against 
each other for the same dollars each and every 
year. The facts show that there are just so many 
dollars to go around. You can only pass out wha t 
you collect and the 76 legislators do the best job 
they can with the overwhelming demand and 
limited resources. Although we may not like the 
results, it is difficult to imagine how we could react 
in their situation. 

f ' So what is the answer? 
A part of the answer that we seek lies in our 

ability to gain our form of self-determination. We 
must be able to directly govern our people, 
develop our assets, and create our own income 
stream. We must be able to win control of real 
property, determine its usage, develop its 
potentials and create a return from these assets 
that will allow us to address the needs of our 
people. We must not remain dependent upon a 
system that continues to contribute to our 
problems through neglect or under-management 
of our assets. 

We must be directly involved in the process which 
determines what is a fair rate of return for-those 
assets which we, as Hawaiians, have always 
regarded as our assets. Twenty percent of the 
income from non-income-producing ceded lands 
is no income! Twenty percent of the income from 
'Iands which are under-valued and leased is an 
income that is under-valued and inadequate and 
contributes to our problems. 

We must reach an understanding with the State 
and the Legislature. That understanding must 
include a conclusion that the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs will manage its own affairs, its own assets, 
its own processes for the benefit of its own 
beneficiaries, the Hawaiian people. This 
understanding forms the basis for the creation of 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. This understanding 
is just one type of transitional sovereignty. 

If we are to succeed, you must become a 
partner in this process. We must close ranks! We 
must believe in each other! We must show unity! 
We must put away the clubs with which we bash 
each other. Hawaiians should not fight with other 
Hawaiians. We must agree to fight for the rights of 
the Hawaiian people. We must agree to educate 
each other. We must look for the good in each 
Hawaiian as we battle for this fundamental goal. 
We must not pass judgement on each other! 

Please allow me to repeat something from my 
last column: 

"T rue sovereignty begins from within your own 
na'au (with your gut). True sovereignty is nurtured 
by your cultural upbringing, your spirituality. You 
must know who you are and where you are going. 
Some people say that spirituali ty , cultural values, 
identity arid wisdom comes from the heart. But I 
say no! The Hawaiian word for heart is pu'uwai, a 
lump of water. If you try to hold a lump of water in 
your hands it leaks out and dissipates. No, all 
these things we hold essential to our own essence 
comes from the "gut," the na'au. It is where one 
lives . It is the center of one's being. It channels and 
centers oneself. When your na'au is together, you 
are t gether. When you are together, you have 
achieved your own sovereignty. Only then can 
you talk about sovereignty to others. Only then 
can you begin to think of sovereignty for our 
people ." 

Let us begin today! Start with your 'ohana. Let 
us spread the word! Tell your 'ohana that what we 
are seeking is the recognition of all people in 
Hawai'i and these United States that we , the 
Hawaiian people have the right to self-
determination. Let us be determined to gain 
control of our lives and assets. Let us not fight over 
who should have control. Let us be resolved that 
Hawaiians should have control. 

A i manao kekahi e Iilo i pookele i waena 0 
oukou, e pono no e lilo ia i kauwa na oukou. Na ke 
Akua e malama a e alakai ia kakou apau. 

Land taxes unfair for "all" Hawaiians 
Rowena Akana, Vice Chair 

OHA Board of Trustees 

In an earlier article, 
(April 1991 Ka Wai Ola 
o OHA) Moses Keale 
praised Mayor Linda 
Lingle for Maui for her 
efforts to eliminate real 
property taxes for 
Hawaiians living on 
Hawaiian Home Lands. 
Her assessments were 
based on the fact that lessees cannot buy their 
land, cannot sell it or encumber it , have no equity 
in it but are forced to pay taxes on the so-called 
"fair-market value of the land." 

I say, why stop there? Since there is unequivocal 
proof that our lands were illegally taken in 1893 
and while even under the kingdom when 
Hawaiians did not own land outright, they were 

still cared for by their chiefs. 
If Hawaiians can prove that their ancestors lived 

in these lands from 1778, they too should be 
exempt from all land taxes. Can you think of a 
more equitable form of reparations? 

To some, this idea will sound like a statement 
made by someone who flew over the cuckoo's 
nest. However, to those people I say: 

• Remember how crazy people thought the 
Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana were? Now the U.S. 
Congress and Senate are trying to save this island. 

• Remember how crazy people thought the idea 
of sovereignty was? Now every group in town is 
trying to come up with their own model of 
sovereignty. Sen. Dan Inouye and his staff are 
working tirelessly trying to help many Hawaiian 
groups to come together on a plan that would 
produce a workable model of sovereignty. Our 
Governor, in his State of the State Message this 
year, affirmed his commitment to the Hawaiian 
people to address the issues of sovereignty. 

I believe that the Year of the Hawaiian and 
Ho'olako was only the beginning of Hawaiians 
coming together to realize their dreams of a 
unified Hawaiian people. 

Pearl Harbor club 'holds 
May fas'hion show 

The Pearl Harbor Hawaiian Civic Club 
will present "Among My Souvenirs," a 
scholarship fashion show luncheon with 
Nake'u Awai, May 26 at the Dole Cannery 
Squat:"e 735 Iwilei Road, second ballroom. 

No-host cocktails begin at 10 a.m. 
Luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m. 

Tickets are $25 per person. For ticket 
orders and information call Toni Lee at 455-
3985. 
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The Native Hawaiian Library Project (NHLP) 
will present a variety of exciting programs during 
May, especially on the Big Island. 

The Holomua Resource Van Project will be 
on the Big Island this month, visiting Waimea 
Elementary School on May 3 and Kealakehe 
Homework Center on May 7. Students may use 
their Hawai'i State Public Library cards to borrow 
books about Hawai'i from the van project. 

The Kealakehe Homework Center in 
Kealakehe Intermediate School near Kailua-Kona, 
is now open for use by students before and after 
school. The Homework Center is a quiet place 
where s tudents can do their homework and use 
library material for reference or recreational 
reading with the assistance of a staff person. 
Quilt patterns 

In cooperation with the Bishop Museum, there 
will be a series of quilt pattern-tracing workshops. 
Copies of 55 quilt patterns donated to the Bishop 
Museum by the family of expert quilter, Hannah 
Baker, will be available for tracing. Some, though 
not all, of these patterns are originals. The 
workshops on the Big Island will feature a guest 
speaker, Beth Ehu, who . will share her quilting 

experience. Interested quilters should bring their 
own tracing paper for the 72" x 42" patterns. 
NHLP will provide the #1 pencils. Books on 
quilting will be available for borrowing. 

Quilt pattern tracing workshops will also be held 
in the Thelma Parker Library in Kamuela on May 
2, Bond Memorial Library in Kohala on May 6 and 
Kealakekua Library on May 13. Call each library 
to confirm the time of these evening workshops. 
Ho'oponopono 

The Ohina Mo'olelo Maika'i lecture series will 
present a program about ho'oponopono by Sonny 
Kinney at the Moloka'i Public Library on May 22 at 
6 p.m. 
For Keiki 

Parent-child reading workshops are scheduled 
at Kamehameha Traveling Preschool sites in 
Punaluu, O'ahu on May 8, Waiohinu, Ka'uon May 
13 and Kealakehe , Kona on May 14. Outreach 
librarian Patricia Louis will visit these sites to 
encourage parents to read to their children, show 
them a demonstration of favorite books, and silk-
screen T-shirts or posters with our "E Heluhelu 
Mai - Read to Me" design of a Hawaiian woman 
reading to her child . 

Ho 'oponopono-treatment of choice 

Nearly six years ago, with the help of A1u Like, 
Inc . and its Hawai'i Island Center, the 
Ho'oponopono Treatment Project was instituted. 
It came about when severa l human service 
agencies reported that their Hawaiia n clients were 
not responding well to western-style psychological 
or psychiatric care. It was then felt that the use of 
ho'oponopono as a traditional family healing· 
me tho d c o u ld supp lem en t or rep la c e 
contemporary western trea tment and was an 
appropriate cul tural method of the Hawaiian 
community. 

Ho'oponopono, as described by Mary Kawena 
Pukui, is a precise-structured traditional family 
health therapy method in which discordant family 
problems are resolved through prayer, discussion, 
confession, repentance and mutual restitution , 
forgiveness , and release . Its overall goal is "to set 
or make things right," to correct, to restore, and to 
ma inta in good re lationships among family 
members . In ancient times it also filled an 
important role in assuring harmonious 
relationships between family and the gods. 

Under the of Everett Sonny Kinney, 
Hawai'i Is la nd representative , a plan was 
launched to provide ho'oponopono services 
island-wide . Ho 'opon o pono ce n ters we re 
established in Pahoa-Puna , Na'a leh u- Ka'u, 
Captain Cook-South Ko na , Waimea-South 
Kohala , and Hilo. Since there were no funds to 
establish private offices, Kinney said , "We were 
pleased to use whatever space we could locate , 
generally in public agency offices where we were 
working with their referral clients and in the Alu 
Like , Inc . Hawai'i Island Ce nter. Sometimes our 
kupuna conducted ho'oponopono in the quiet 
part of the park or in a secluded portion of a beach. 
It was an exciting opportunity to practice an 
ancient healing ritual and to see it produce positive 
results ," he said . 

A six-day retraining/affirmation program was 
conducted by Richard and Lynette Paglinawan, 
noted ho'oponopono practitioners who were 
trained by Mary Kawena Pukui while all worked at 
the Queen Lili'uokalani Children's Center. The 
session was in Punalu'u, Ka'u for an initial group of 
21 kupuna recruited from the various island 
districts. All the kupuna needed to have practiced 
forms of ho'oponopono in their own homes or to 
have learned from their own parents. The purpose 
of the training was "to define a uniformity in 
practice and process after which the active 

kup una were recognized as professional 
practitioners and appointed as kupuna 
ho'oponopono consultants for the project. We 
then applied for and received fund ing from the 
Department of Health, Menta l Health Division, 
which we then used to compensate our practicing 
kupuna for expenses and to provide free 
ho'oponopo no services to the Hawai ian 
community", Kinney s tated . 

Today ho'oponopono is emerging as a 
respected treatment of choice by Hawaiian 
individuals , families and groups seeking to 
maintain mutually beneficial feelings between each 
other. "Our Hawaiian people appear to be more 
responsive to ho'oponopono's definitive process 
and one-to-one talk-story discussions," he said. 

The Hawai'i Island project was designed to make 
ho'oponopono available to any Hawaiian person 
or family by modifying the 'ohana or family 
requirement that ho'oponopono should be 
conducted by the elder of the particular ohana. 
"We began by defining the Hawaiian community 
an an 'ohana and then established a cadre of 
trained kupuna who could work with any family 
willing to accept an "outside" kupuna haku as the 
method leader," Kinney said . 

Some agencies which refer clients to 
ho'oponopono services include the courts (family 
and circuit), Child Protective Services, probation 
officers, Alternative to Violence, Family Services, 
Big Island school counselors association , the 
Offender/ Ex-Offender Project , Public Defender's 
Office , Department of Human Services , 
University of Hawai'i, Hawai'i Community College 
students, and Maternity and Child Care services. 
Some Hawaiians come to the centers voluntarily 
after learning of the service from friends who were 
clients, said Kinney . 

Under the auspices of the A1u Like Native 
Hawaiian Library Project, Sonny Kinney is 
currently presenting a ho'oponopono lecture 
series statewide. The long-term goal is to assist the 
Hawaiian community on each island to establish 
their own ho'oponopono programs. 

Current ho'oponopono kupuna consultants in 
the project are Emma Kauhi, Simeon Enriquez, 
Sybil Grace , Anna Cariaga, Mona Kahele, 
Lanikala Brandt, Ululani Garmon, Abbie Napeahi , 
Eleanor Ahuna, Maile Akimse!f>; and Arthur Hoke. 
Others who undertook the traiNing include Abigail 
Kailimai, Kini Pea , Hilde Keanaaina, Ruth Moore, 
Manuel Veincent, and Mary Mae Unea. 
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The library project , through the "Reading is 
Fundamental" program, will distribute books for 
students in kindergarten through third grade at 
Hau'ula Elementary on May 17 and Lincoln 
Elementary on May 24. Three times a year, the-se 
enthusiastic students listen to book talks and 
select one book each to keep from this project. 

Last month, NHLP celebrated National Library 
Week by distributing bookmarks to Homework 
Centers and public libraries statewide. These 
bookmarks, inspired by favorite books, feature 
artwork by children who attend the Homework 
Centers in Kekaha and Anahola, Kaua'i; 
Waimanalo, O'ahu; Paukukalo , Maui ; and 
Keaukaha, Hawai'i. 
For Kupuna 

Also, our "Books-By-Mail" project will schedule 
monthly visits with the kupuna at the Waimanalo 
site of the Alu Like Ke Ola Pono No Na Kupuna 
Program at the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Hall. This project will take Hawaiian books and 
videos to share with the kupuna and will schedule 
special programs. In May, DeSoto Brown of the 
Bishop Museum will narrate the video, "Hawai'i on 
Film", about Hawai'i in the "old days." 

HaunaniApoliona 
is named small 
business advocate 

Haunani Apoliona , executive director of Alu 
Like, Inc. has been recognized as a rec ipient of the 
1991 National Small Business Awards Minority 
Small Business Advocate of the Year for the 
region comprised of Hawai'i, California , Nevada, 
Arizona and Guam. 

Apoliona was also commended by the State 
House of Representatives in a resolution that 
honored the other 1991 National Small Business 
award recipients: David Lee Onerheim, Sam 
Slom, and Roger and Judy Peckenpaugh. 

May 5-11 has been designated by President 
George Bush as National Small Business Week, in 
recognition of the efforts of small business 
establishments and industrious citizens to expand 
the U.S. economy and to preserve the U.S. 
standard of living. The theme "Small Business, 
Building America's Future" has been selected to 
highlight National Small Business Week. 

OHA trustee Aiona 
is honored by 
psychologists 

The Daniel K. Inouye 
Award is given by the 
Hawai'i Psychological 
Association for the ad-
vancement of psycho-
logy in Hawai'i by a non-
psychologist. This year 
the award was pre-
sented to Abraham 
Aiona. His record of ser-
vice to the community 
over the years has been phenomenal. In the last 
few years, he has taken an active stance in promo-
ting issues of psychology, both in his own com-
munity work as well as at the legislative level. 

Aiona has had a longstanding interest in 
psychology and its usefulness to Hawaiian affairs, 
particularly in the areas of education and mental 
health. As a trustee of the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs, as president of Maui Economic 
Opportunity, and in his activities in other 
community organizations, Aiona is often at the 
legislature representing various issues. In that 
process, ·he has acted to keep the legislature 
abreast of psychological issues. 
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Trustee Akaka 
from page 19 
committees in OHA and although I hate to give up 
my chairmanship of Health and Human Services, 
Uncle Tommy, at my request and after some 
consideration, was willing to trade me his 
membership on these two committees for my 
chairmanship and seat on the OHA Relations 
Committee. Tommy and I discussed these 
committees trades with the Chair, and they were 
presented for ratification by the full Board at our 
Apr. 22 meeting. In Entitlements and Housing 
Committee, we will be negotiating a prospective 
packaHe for all Hawaiians of any blood quantum. 
We must not only get decent revenues out of these 
negotiations; but must receive at least 300,000 
acres of ceded lands to eventually be transferred 
to our Hawaiian sovereign nation. After all, this 
state is holding 1.4 million acres of our Hawaiian 
ceded lands. 

Although OHA has been in existence only since 
1980, much land is owed to OHA for the Hawaiian 
people due to the theft of our nation and the 
overthrow of Lili'uokalani in 1893. It is the State's 
responsibility to give us, the Hawaiian people, 
substantial acreage of that 'aina. We must not 
however let the Feds off the hook, for they too owe 
OHA the re turn of ceded lands that they hold. 

Kaho'olawe 
from page 1 
showing a visit by Moloka i High students to 
Kaho'olawe in January. He said the trip 
represen ed a significant learning opportunity for 
tuden 5 [0 experience their cultural and spiritual 
eritage and to learn in practical ways about how 

Hawaiians voyaged by sea , and worked together. 
Kim favors the use of Kaho'olawe as a cultural 
earning center for use by a ll Hawaiians. "To 
shut it down will keep Hawaiian children in the 
dark," he said. 

Eldridge Spencer said the commission should 
recommend Congress set up a United Nations. 
investigation on the fate of Kaho'olawe and let a 
higher body decide for the Hawaiian people , not 
the county, state or Congress. 

Halona Kaopuiki, a Hoolehua homesteader, 
told the commission , "Tell Uncle Bush 'leave us 
alone,' . .. Please Mr. Military, tell us you're sorry. 
. . You guys don't know how to take care of our 
island. " With 1993 in mind, the centennial of the 
overthrow of the Hawaiian kingdom, he said "We 
like everything back . .. it was stolen land . .. The 
wala'au·ing is pau. The time is now, Hawaiian, to 
take back what is rightfully ours . But then we must 
preserve this ." 

Colette Machado showed a 20·minute video 
produced by a Maka 0 Ka Aina and Protect 
Kaho 'o lawe ' Ohana which describes the 
resources of Kaho'olawe today, its history and 
significant si tes at Hakioawa . It also included rare 
footage of George Helm in his role as a singer with 
an exceptionally beautiful and powerful voice, and 
as inspiring director of the Protect Kaho'olawe 
'Ohana in its early years. 

Wilma Grambush , a fourth -generation Moloka'i 
native living on family ahupua'a at Kawelo, seemed 
to speak from the heart of island residents when 
she said Kaho'olawe is a symbol of the Hawaiian 
people's struggle to be Hawaiian , to have a place 
to live , to have pride in who they are, and in the 
continuance of generations past and to come. 

"Aloha 'aina is love for the Hawaiian people," 
she said. "There would be no aloha without real 
Hawaiians .. . Please do not kill us .. . Love us for 
who we are ." 

She said , "The negation of the presidential 
order (giving Kaho'olawe to the Navy for military 
use) could have been resolved long ago , but 
Hawaiians didn 't count." She asked that 
Kaho'olawe be giwn back to the Hawaiian people, 
with the Protect Kaho'olawe 'Ohana as stewards. 
"T ell us as Hawaiians we are not in the way and 
love us as a part of you." "Do what is right. Do 
what is just and give it back." 

The retroactive package was for revenues as 
limited by a 1981 law that entitled OHA to 20 
percent of the revenues only from certain ceded 
lands. This is what we were limited to. However, 
the method of payment was in land or money. 

The OHA Entitlements and Housing 
Committee just took a position that the 
retroactive method of payment from the State 
which will amount to $92 million or more will be 65 
percent in land and 35 percent in money and this 
positon was to be presented for adoption at the 
April Board of Trustees' meeting. The prospective 
package however is not limited to revenues only-
and we cannot have a sovereign nation with only a 
few parcels of 'aina, nor should the state be able to 
have us buy back our own ceded lands. The 
Hawaiian people deserve lots of 'aina-Governor 
Waihe'e!! 

I too am concerned about land use and 
economic development. You know of my deep 
concern for our 'aina. I get more than a little 
nervous when land is lumped with economic 
development as in this committee. Does it mean 
that 'aina is just a commodity to be bought and 
sold to the highest bidder as so many foreign 
corporations are anxious to do? Too frequently 
there is no vision nor foresight about land 
preservation and its being a necessity for the 
present and future generations? 

OHA's master plan says we should preserve 
unique flora and fauna which means special 'aina 
in the spirit of Aloha 'Aina . It does not mean we 
should make bucks off the 'aina any way we can! It 
is my opinion we can make money working with 
the 'aina rather than through the physical 
destruction or spiritual desecration of it. Aloha 
'Aina is an ecologically sane philosophy. 

I gave up my chairmanship for seats on these 
two committees. Those of you who know me fully 
understand my concerns and why I feel it is the 
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right decision . You also know that I have always 
been a watchdog and have kept fully informed on 
what happens with the 'aina. My vote on these 
committees is essential. Aloha 'aina. Malama 
pono. Ua mau ke ea 0 ka 'aina i ka pono. 

Puohala immersion registration 

The Hawaiian immersion program at 
Puohala Elementary School in Kane'ohe is 
currently registering children who will be 
ente·ring kindergarten this fall. Registration 
'is limited to the first 25 enrollees. Alternates 
will be notified upon space availability . 
Limited enrollment is also available for 
children who will begin first grade in fall. 

For more information call the Puohala 
school office at 235-1361. 

High School Hula Kahiko 
Competition on May 18 

The Kalihi·Palama Culture & Arts Inc . 
and the Hawaii Secondary Schools Hula Kahiko 
Competition Committee are holding their annual 
Hawai'i Secondary Schools Hula Kahiko 
Competition at 10 a.m. on May 18, at the Samuel 
Wilder King Intermediate School hula mound. 

For more information call 521·6905. 

aUAUFIED DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN'HOMES 
LANDS APPUCANT INTERESTED IN PURCHASING 
LEASEHOLD, PREFERRABLY ON OAH'U. PRICE;i"O 
BE NEGOTIATED. SERIOUS PROSPECTIVE SEtL-

ERS CALL TOM AT 623-6n7 EVENINGS. 
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supply .- 262-7887: .' 

Advertising . Rates .. ' 
Jus t $12 .50 inch p lus .04 ):lerce:n-itax 

(arprnximately 1 in . long x 1 1!2-lnc h wide) . . 
Ur to 24 words per inch' 
'To qualify for this low c lassified .' rate .. we must 

that ads not i"clude artwork- or other 
special lal 'out To rlace an ad \,'ith . 
us . call 943-8599 . or use the convenient form 
below. All ads must be preraid . 
Clip form and mail with payment to' InnovMion . 
P.O . Box 62155 . Honolulu . Ha\A.ai'i. 96839 . 

3 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 

10 11 12 

13 14 15 

16 17 18 

19 20 21 

I 
I 22 23 24 

I 
I Clip form and mail with payment to : Innovation; 

I P.O. Box 62155, Honolulu, Hawaii 96839. 



Kamehameha SchoolslBemice Pauahi Bishop Estate 
CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAM 

-,- t 1991 SUMMER TERM 
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• Global Education· Hawaiian Studies· Physical FitnessIHealth and Wellness 

Ka Wai Ola OOHA 
OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

711 Kapiolani Blvd., Suite 500 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
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Ka Iwi coast: Protection? "Yes" 
National Park? "No" 
See story page 21 
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