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-Queen Lili'uokalani-1893 

Ka Mo'i Wahine surrounded by her 
supporters and loyalists. 

NHse TO MEET IN HAWAII JAN9-15, 1982 
T he members of the Native Hawaiian 
Study Commission from Hawaii are: 
Winona Beamer, an educator and ex-

pert in Hawaiian culture, dance, and 
music. She teaches at Kamehameha 
Schools. and heads the Hawaiian 
Music Resource Library. An enter-
tainer in her own right, she is also the 
mother to Keola and Kapono 
Beamer. 

H. Rodger Betts, an attorney, born on 
Maui, with a long record of govern-
ment service under Republican admi-
nistrations in Washington and locally. 
He has been a territorial and state 
deputy attorney general , district 
magistrate for Lana'i, Republican 
attorney for the 1959 Statehood 
Session of the State Senate, counsel 
to the federal Community Services 
Administration, and director of the 
Western Regional Office of Economic 
Opportunity. 

He was also on the Washington staff 
of former U.S. Senator Hiram L. F ong 
from 1973-75 and minority counsel to 
the Antitrust and Monopoly Subcom-
mittee of the Senate Judiciary 

From left to right; G. Schleede, H.R. Betts, S. Shipley, K. Kamali'i, J. Handley, D. Morales and 
W. Beamer. Missing from photo, C. Dinkins. 

Committee. 
In 1979, Betts became Maui County 

finance director in the administration 
of Hannibal Tavares and in 1980, 
corporation counsel, the position he 
presently holds. 

Kina'u Boyd Kamali'i, Republican lead-
er in the State House and a long-time 
political backer of President Reagan. 
She is a four-time State Representa-
tive from Waikiki, having first been 
elected in 1974. She actively lobbied 
with President Reagan to restore the 
Commission and her efforts were suc-
cessful. She is the Chairperson of the 
Commission. 

The other Commissioners, who were 
probably selected for their connections 
to departments that could extract infor-
mation that the Commission could use, 
are: 
Carol E. Dinkins, assistant attorney gen-

eral for land and natural resources 
with the Department of Justice. Prior 
to this post, she was Principal Asso-
ciate and Adjunct Assistant Professor 
of Law at the University of Houston. 

(continue on page 4) 
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The Overthrow. of the 
On the morning of Saturday, January 
14, 1893, a crowd gathered outside I'olani 
Palace to await announcement of a new 
constitution which would restore the 
liberties of the Hawaiian monarch and 
people. Since coming to the throne in 
1892, Lili'uokalani had felt oppressed by 
the Constitution of 1887 under which she 
was forced to govern. It severly limited 
her powers and required that all of her 
acts be done with the consent of a cabi-
net. It gave the vote to non-citizen Ameri-
can and European males who had resided 
in Hawaii a number of years and made the 
House of Nobles, once appointed by the 
Monarch, an elective office. At the same 
time , it set property qualifications for 
running or even voting for office so high 
that 3 out of 4 native Hawaiians were 
excluded from voting. The total effect 
was to increase the political power of the 
Western business community to an over-
whelming extent. 

As the crowd waited outside, within 
the Palace, the Queen's Cabinet 
Ministers, fearing that the reaction from 
the white business community would be 
violent, urged Lili'uokalani to postpone 
her proclamation for two weeks. The 
Queen yielded to their advice and asked 
the crowd to return to their homes and 
keep the peace. 

Rumors of the Queen's new consti-
tution spread throughout Honolulu and a 
group of angry men gathered at the 
downtown law offices of William O. 
Smith . These men controlled the 
economy and most of the private pro-
perty of Hawaii and were avid annexa-
tionists. In 1882, they had formed an An-
nexation Club and sent Lorrin Thurs-
ton to Washington, D.C . to assess the 
U.S. Government's view of the matter. 
There, the Secretary of the Navy, after 
meeting with President Harrison, told 
Thurston that "The President ... autho-
rizes me to say to you that, if conditions in 
Hawaii compel you to act as you have 
indicated, and you come to Washington 
with an annexation proposition, you will 
find an exceedingly sympathetic adminis-
tration here." 

President Harrison was not the only 
one sympathetic to the annexation 
cause; closer to home, the U.S. Minister 
to Hawaii, John L. Stevens, had written 
in 1892: 

Destiny and the vast future 
interest of the United States in the 
Pacific clearly indicate who at no 
distant day must be responsible 
for the government of these 
islands. Under a Territorial 
government they could be as 
easily governed as any of the 
existing territories of the United 
States . .. I can not now refrain 
from expressing the opinion with 
emphasis that the golden hour is 
near at hand. 
Meeting now in Smith's office, the men 

decided to form a 13 member Committee 
of Public Safety. The Committee, 12 of 
whom belonged to the Annexation Club, 
passed a motion proposing the abolition 
of the monarchy and annexation to the 
United States. A special subcommittee, 
led by Lorrin Thurston and W.O. Smith, 
immediately visited U.S. Ministe r 
Stevens to seek his support. According 
to Smith, Stevens replied that troops on 
board the U.S.S. Boston, anchored in 
Honolulu Harbor, "would be ready to 
land any moment to prevent the destruc-
tion of American life and property, and in 
regard to the matter of establishing a pro-
visional government, they of course 
would recognize the existing government 
whatever it might be." 

According to Smith, Stevens re-
plied that troops on board the 
U.S.S. Boston, anchored in Hono-
lulu Harbor, "would be ready to 
land any moment . .. " 

That evening, Committee members 
meeting at Thurston's house, worked 
late into the night formulating plans and 
drafting documents for a provisional 
government. Among the men, was San-
ford B. Dole, associate justice of the 
Hawaiian Supreme Court, who later 
wrote that they were encouraged in their 
revolutionary plans because "we knew 
that the United States minister was in 
sympathy with us . .. " 

Early Sunday, January 15th, Thurston 
met with two members of the Queen's 
Cabinet and informed them that the 
Committee of Safety would not let 
matters rest , but intended to declare the 
throne vacant. In an attempt to head off 
further trouble, the Queen's Cabinet 
prepared a proclamation for her sig-
nature stating that the matter of a new 
constitution was at an end. Cabinet 
members also called upon Minister 
Stevens to learn what actions he would 
take in the event of an armed insur-
rection. Stevens made it clear that he 
would not side with Lili'uokalani. 

At the home of W.R. Castle, the 
Committee of Safety also met and called 
for a mass public meeting the next day. 
Later, Thurston and Smith again visited 
Minister Stevens to tell him of the Com-
mittee's plans and to ask his support in 
case of arrest. Smith reports that Stevens 
"gave assurances of his earnest purpose 
to afford all the protection that was in his 

" power ... 
The following morning, Monday, Janu-

ary 16th, the proclamation drafted by the 
Queen's ministers was issued. At the 
same time, the Committee of Safety was 
meeting and sent a letter to Stevens re-
questing the landing of American troops. 
The letter ended with the plea: 

We are unable to protect 
ourselves without aid, and there-
fore, pray for the protection of the 
United States forces. 

In the afternoon, two public meetings 
were held, one called by the Queen's sup-
porters, the other by the Committee of 
Safety. At this meeting, emotions ran 
high. Thurston spoke and recited the 
events leading to the meeting, offered a 
resolution condemning the actions of the 
Queen, and asked the meeting to autho-
rize the Committee to take necessary 
action. 

Aboard the Boston, preparations 
already had begun for landing U.S. 
troops. Around 3 p.m., Minister Stevens 
formally requested troops "as a precau-
tionary measure to protect American life 
and property." Between 4 and 5 p.m. a 
detachment of heavily armed marines 
landed in Honolulu. The men, upward of 

"Between 4 and 5 p. m. a detach-
ment of heavily armed marines 
landed in Honolulu." 

a 160 in all, marched down King Street , 
past the palace and halted briefly across 
from Kawaiaha'o Church. Just before 
dark, they continued along King Street to 
the Atherton estate at King and Alapai. 
Four hours later, the troops marched 
back down King Street to Arion Hall, 
across from the palace and next to the 
government building, where they spent 
the night. 

by Melody Macke, 
(NJ-J 

A peaceful and proud I'o/ani Palace 

I'o/ani Palace, sandbagged and barricaded by soldiers ... 1893. 

Admiral J.S. Skerrett, the ranking 
naval officer in Honolulu, later stated that 
the location of the troops was inadvisable 
for the protection of American lives and 
property but "if they were landed to 
support the provisional government 
troops, . .. it was a wise choice." 

That night, the Committee of Safety 
again met and named the advisory and 
executive councils for the new provi-
sional government. Sanford Dole was 
asked to serve as President. 

On the morning of Tuesday, January 
17th, Dole visited Minister Stevens with a 
letter setting forth the Committee's 
intended action. Dole recounts that 
Stevens "did not say much, but I remem-
ber that he said: 'I think you have a great 
opportunity. " 

The Queen, upon receiving word that 
the Committee of Safety was recruiting 
men and arms, and alarmed by the pre-
sence of U.S. troops, sent a note to 
Minister Stevens giving him assurances 
that the present constitution would be 
upheld. When no reply was received, the 
Queen's Cabinet drove to- the American 
legation to appeal to Stevens. But 
Stevens would give no help and, a 
Cabinet member later claimed, that he 
would protect the insurgents if they were 
attacked. 

Meanwhile, the Committee of Safety 
had completed its statement deposing 
the Queen, and a volunteer army had 
been ordered to assemble the Armory. 
Members of the Committee, led by Dole, 
proceeded to the government building 

Dole recounts that Stevens "did 
not say much, but' remember that 
he said: " think you have a great 
opportunity. " 

where they took possession without a 
struggle. From the steps of the building, a 
proclamation was read declaring that the 
existing government was overthrown 
and a provisional government esta-
blished in its place, "to exist until terms of 
union with the United States of America 
have been negotiated and agreed upon." 
The insurgents immediately requested 
recognition from Minister Stevens, and 
sometime between 4:20 and 5 p.m., 
before the Queen and her forces had 
yielded, Stevens provided it. 

Lili'uokalani gives this account of the 
day: 

At about two-thirty p.m., Tuesday, 
the establishment of the Provi-
sional Government was proclaimed; 
and nearly fifteen minutes later 
Mr. J.S. Walker came and told me 
'that he had come on a painful 
duty, that the opposition party had 
requested that I should abdicate .' I 
told him that I had no idea of doing 
so ... I immediately sent for (my 
cabinet ministers and advisors) . 
The situation being taken into con-
sideration, it was found that, since 
the troops of the United States 
had been landed to support the 
revolutionists, by the order of the 
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Hawaiian Monarchy , . 

zie, Staff Attorney 

Queen Lili'uokalani just before her death . 

American minister, it would be 
impossible for us to make any 
resistance ' ... 

As night feU, Lili'uokalani , in order to 
avoid bloodshed and under protest, sur· 
rendered to the superior forces of the 
United States. At 7 p.m., the police 
station was handed over and a short time 
later, two hundred and seventy Hawaiian 
soldiers surrendered their arms. 

On February 1, 1893, Minister Stevens 
placed the Provisional Government 
under the protection of the United States 
pending negotiations, and hoisted the 
American flag over Hawaii. But the Provi· 
sional Government's hopes for a speedy 
annexation were short-lived. In the 
United States Harrison's pro-annexa-
tionist administration had been defeated 
by Cleveland, who appointed his aide, 
James H. Blount , to investigate the 
actual events of the overthrown. When 
Blount arrived in Honolulu, he dis-
covered the American flag flying and 
American troops stationed on shore . 
Blount ordered the flag lowered and the 
troops returned to their ship. 

Blount interviewed dozens of people 
from different factions and concluded 
that an accredited representative of the 
United States, Minister Stevens, had 
helped to overthrow the monarchy. He 
also reported that the troops from the 
Boston were landed, not to protect 
American lives and property, but to aid in 
overthrowing the existing government. 

Based on Blount's findings, President 
Cleveland acknowledged and con-
demned the role of the United States and 
recommended actions to restore Lili'uo-
kalani to the throne: 

... By an act of war, committed 
with the participation of a diplo-
matic representative of the United 
States and without authority of 
Congress, the Government of a 
feeble but friendly and confiding 
people has been overthrown. A 
substantial wrong has thus been 
done which a due regard for our 

President Cleveland "acknowledged 
and condemned the role of the 
United States and recommended 
actions to restore LiIi'uokalani to the 
throne:" 

national character as well as the 
rights of the injured people 
requires we should endeavor to 
repair ... (I)f a feeble but friendly 
state is in danger of being robbed 
of its independence and its so-
vereignty by a misuse of the name 
and power of the United States, 
the United States cannot fail to 
vindicate its honor and its sense of 
justice by an earnest effort to 
make all possible reparation ... 

The Provisional Government refused 
to return power to Lili'uokalani and 
attempts by her supporters to restore the 
monarchy resulted in her arrest and sub-
sequent confinement. 

In February of 1894, the U.S. Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee , controlled 
by pro-annexationists, held hearings in 
Washington on the Hawaiian incident 
and issued a report condoning Steven's 
actions and recognizing the Provisional 
Government. The report classified U.S. 
relations with Hawaii as unique and not to 
be judged by the accepted precepts of 
diplomatic conduct between nations 
since "Hawaii has been all the time under 
a virtual suzerainty of the United 
States ... .. Blount called the report an ' 
outrage . 

When Hawaii was finally annexed to 
the United States in 1898, in a letter to his 
former attorney general, President 
Cleveland wrote : 

"Hawaii is ours. As I look back 
upon thejirststeps in this miserable 
business and as I contemplate the 
means used to complete the outrage, 
I am ashamed of the whole affair. " 

Funeral procession of Queen Lili'uokalani, 1917. 

Lowering of the Hawaiian flag, August 12, 1898. 

OHA'S POSITION 

Eighty-eight years ago, President 
Cleveland recognized American 
involvement in overthrowing the 
Hawaiian monarchy and proposed that 
the United States help restore Lili'uo-
kalani to the throne. Today, it may be 
too late to restore the monarchy, but it is 
not too late for the United States to 
acknowledge the role it played in the 
events of 1893 and to make meaningful 
reparations to the Hawaiian people. 

Here at OHA, we see the Native 
Hawaiian Study Commission as one, but 
only one, step in the reparations process. 
The Commission has been mandated to 
study and report on the "culture, needs 
and concerns" of the Hawaiian people . 
Next month, the Commission will hold 
hearings in Hawaii. Our task is to fully tell 
the story of Lili'uokalani's overthrow and 

to present the facts and case clearly. We 
think it is important and that the Com-
mission understand that the overthrow of 
the monarchy was not an isolated event 
in Hawaii's history, but has had a con-
tinuing effect on Hawaiians. We hope to 
demonstrate to the Commission that a 
substantial wrong was committed in 1893 
and that Hawaiians, as a people, have 
been economically, socially, politically, 
and culturally disadvantaged as a result. 
We encourage you to testify at the 
hearings and tell of your situation as a 
Hawaiian. 

While the Native Hawaiian Study 
Commission hearings give us an oppor-
tunity to present our case, we do not 
believe that reparations will be easily 
won. It may be many more years before a 
just solution 'is reached, but OHA is com-
mitted to reaching that solution. 
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OHA SCHEDULES EMERGENCY COMMUNITY 'MEETINGS 
The Native Hawaiian Study Commissioners 
_will start their community hearings on January 
9, 1982 through January 16, 1982. The pur-
pose of their hearings would be to collect facts 
and information on the Hawaiian people. 

The Office of 'Hawaiian Affairs has scheduled 
SPECIAL meetings to inform the Hawaiian 
people as to the position that OHA is taking. 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs is greatly con-
cerned with the participation of our Hawaiian 

ISLAND DATE' 

HAWAI'I 
Hilo December 

(Saturday) 

Waimea December 
(Saturday) 

Kona December 
(Sunday) 

Volcano December 
(Sunday) 

MAUl 
Lahaina December 

(Monday) 

Hana December 
(Tuesday) 

Wailuku December 
(Tuesday) 

KAUA'I 
Lihu' e December 

(Wednesday) 

MOLOKA'I 
Kaunakakai January 

(Sunday) 

TIME AND PLACE 

26 9:00 AM. - 12:00 noon 
Keaukaha School Cafeteria 

26 6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 
Kuhio Hale 

27 10:00 AM. - 12:00 P.M. 
Yano Hall 

27 5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 
Hawaii Volcano National 
Park (Visitors Center) 

28 7:00 P.M. - 9 :00 P.M. 
Kamehameha Third Elementary 
School 

29 12:00 noon to 3:00 P.M. 
Helene Hall 

29 7:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. 
County Council Chamber 
(8th Roor) 

30 7:00 P.M. - 9 :00 P.M. 
County Council Chambers 

3 1:00 P.M. - 6 :00 P.M. 
Mitchell Pauole Center 
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people. OHA is fearful that its peoples interest 
with this study will be distracted with the 
holidays at hand. However, 'time is of essence 
and we need the communities input to make 
this study "On Native Hawaiian Claims" a 
success. 

NOW IS THE TIME FOR YOU OUR HAWArI 
TO BE HEARD! 

COME AND SHARE YOUR MANA'O! 

O'AHU 
Wai'anae January 

(Monday) 

Waimanalo January 
(Monday) 

Kalihi January 
(Tuesday) 

Hau'ula January 
(Tuesday) 

Hale'iwa January 
(Wednesday) 

Kaimuki January 
Hawaii Kai (Wednesday) 

Papakolea January 
(Thursday) 

Kane'ohe January 
(Thursday) 

Honolulu January 
(Friday) 

(continued from page 1) 

Mrs. Dinkins was born in Texas. 
James C. Handley, specialist assistant 

secretary in the Department of Agri-
culture. Previously he was Assistant 
Director of the Office of Personnel, 
Governor's Office, State of Illinois. 
Mr. Handley is from Illinois. 

Diane K. Morales, deputy assistant sec-
retary of the Territorial and Interna-
tional Affairs within the Department of 
Interior. Previously she worked with a 
marketing firm in Houston, Texas. 
Miss Morales is also from Texas. 

OFFICE OF HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
567 So. King Street 

Honolulu. Hawaii 96813 

4 7:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M. 
4 Satellite City Hall 

4 7:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. 
Waimanalo Library Assembly 
Room 

5 7:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. 
Kapalama Elementary School 

5 7:00 P.M. - 9 :30 P.M. 
Hau'ula Elementary School 

6 7:00 P.M. - 9 :30 P.M. 
Hale'iwa Elementary School 

6 7:00 P.M. - 9 :30 P.M. 
Kahala Elementary School 

7 7:00 P.M. - 9 :30 P.M. 
Lincoln Elementary School 

7 7:00 P.M. - 9 :30 P.M. 
King Elementary School 

8 7:00 P.M. - 9:30 P.M. 
Kawaiaha'o Church 

Glenn R. Schleede, executive associate 
director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. Prior to this position, he 
was Senior Vice President of the 
Nat ional Coal Associat ion. Mr. 
Schleede was born in New York. 

Stephen P. Shipley, executive assistant 
to Secretary of Interior James Watt. 
He is the Vice Chairman of the 
Commission. Prior to his ap-
pointment, he was Vice President of 
the Mountain States Legal Foun-
dation. Shipley was born in Wyoming. 


